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PDF download or print out all the maps in this guide.



http://media.lonelyplanet.com/ebookmaps

Plan Your Trip
Welcome to Thailand
Top Experiences
Need to Know
What's New

If You lLike...

Month by Month
Itineraries
Responsible Travel
Islands & Beaches
Culture & Cuisine
Travel with Children
Regions at a Glance




welcome to Thailand
Top of section

Friendly and fun-loving, exotic and tropical, cultured and historic, Thailand beams with a lustrous hue
from its gaudy temples and golden beaches to the ever-comforting Thai smile.

Sand between Your Toes

Thailand’s beaches are mythical: tall palms angle over pearlescent sand, coral gardens flourish in the
shallow seas and beach parties are liberally lubricated with alcohol and fun. With a long coastline (well,
actually, two coastlines) and jungle-topped islands anchored in azure waters, Thailand is a tropical
getaway for the hedonist and the hermit, the prince and the pauper. And in between the kissing cousins of
sea and sky are dramatic limestone mountains standing sentinel. This paradise offers a varied menu of
playing in the gentle surf of Bang Saphan Yai, diving with whale sharks in Ko Tao, scaling the sea cliffs
of Krabi, learning to kiteboard in Hua Hin, recuperating at a health resort in Ko Samui and feasting on the
beach wherever sand meets sea.

Sacred Spaces

The celestial world is a close confidant in this Buddhist nation, where religious devotion is a colourful
and ubiquitous spectacle. Gleaming temples and golden Buddhas frame both the rural and modern
landscape with exuberance. Ancient banyan trees are ceremoniously wrapped in sacred cloth to honour
the resident spirits, fortune-bringing shrines decorate humble noodle houses as well as monumental malls,
while garland-festooned dashboards ward off traffic accidents. The Thai’s ongoing dialogue with the
divine anchors the day-to-day chaos to a solid base of tranquillity. Visitors can join in on the conversation
through meditation retreats in Chiang Mai, noisy religious festivals in northeastern Thailand, peaceful
underground cave shrines in Kanchanaburi and Phetchaburi or scenic hilltop temples in northern Thailand.

A Bountiful Table

No matter what draws you to the country first, a Thai meal will keep you hooked. Adored around the
world, Thai cuisine expresses fundamental aspects of Thai culture: it is generous and warm, outgoing and
nuanced, refreshing and relaxed. And it is much more delicious in its native setting. Each Thai dish relies
on fresh and local ingredients — from pungent lemongrass and searing chillies to plump seafood and crispy
fried chicken. With a tropical abundance, a varied national menu is built around the four fundamental
flavours: spicy, sweet, salty and sour. And then there are the regional differences, which propel travellers
on an eating tour of Bangkok noodle shacks, seafood pavilions in Phuket, Burmese market stalls in Mae
Hong Son, and luscious tropical fruit everywhere. Cooking classes reveal the simplicity behind the
seemingly complicated dishes and mastering the markets becomes an important skill.



‘Wat Phra That Doi Kong Mu (Clickhere ), Mae Hong Son
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TOPexperiences
Top of section

Bangkok

1 Food, shopping, fun, temples, palaces... What isn’t available in Bangkok ( Click here )? Be prepared to
adjust your itinerary if you’ve only given Bangkok the requisite day or two. The Bangkok of today is tidier
and easier to navigate than ever before, and will pull you in with one of the world’s biggest markets, fun
bars, sublime eats and endless opportunities for urban exploration. Supplement your fun with more
scholarly pursuits such as a cooking or Thai massage course, and we’re certain you’ll see Bangkok as
much more than just a transit point.

‘Wat Arun, beside the Chao Phraya River
PAOLO CORDELLI/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Ko Tao

2 The dive-master’s island, Ko Tao ( Click here ) is the cheapest and easiest spot around to learn how to
strap on a tank and dive into the deep. The water is warm and gentle and the underwater spectacles are
not to be missed. Just offshore are scenic rocky coves and coral reefs frequented by all sorts of fish
providing a snorkelling ‘aperitif’. Ko Tao is a beautiful island even for nondivers. Its small size means
you can exglore all of its jungle nooks and crannies, looking for a sandy niche to call your own.
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Ao Chalok, Ko Tao
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Mae Hong Son Province

3 Tucked in the country’s northwest corner, this province ( Click here ) has a lot more in common with
neighbouring Myanmar (Burma) than anywhere else in Thailand. In fact, with its remote location,
intimidating mountains and unique culture and cuisine, Mae Hong Son can seem like an entirely different
country. Exploration is the reason to make the schlep here, and can take the form of tramping through one
of the province’s many caves, taking a hairpin turn on your motorcycle, or doing a self-guided trek from
Mae La-Na to S_ggpong.

Prayers during Poi Sang Long, Mae Hong Son
VIVIANE PONTI/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Ko Pha-Ngan

4 Famous for its sloppy Full Moon parties and all-night techno parties, Ko Pha-Ngan ( Click here ) has
graduated from a sleepy bohemian island to full-on attraction for migrating party-people. The beach
shanties have been transformed into boutiques, meaning comfort seekers have an alternative to Ko Samui.
And in the northern and eastern coasts, the ascetic hammock hangers can still escape enough of the modern
life to feel like a modern castaway (well-fed ones, of course). Just offshore is Sail Rock, one of the gulf’s
best dive sites.

Hat Rin
KIMBERLEY COOLE/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Surin & Similan Islands Marine National Parks

5 These world-renowned dive sites ( Click here and Click here ) have anchored Thailand as a global
diving destination. Live-aboard trips set out from Khao Lak, allowing for more time at the famous sites
where you can meet the local manta rays and whale sharks. There is the thrill of being far from land as the
sun sinks into the sea and the night shows off its twinkling lights. The islands are an attraction in their own
right with jungle-filled interiors and smooth white beaches surrounded by decent coral reefs.
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Similan Islands Marine National Park



Ayuthaya

6 A once vibrant, glittering capital packed with hundreds of temples, Ayuthaya ( Click here ) today only
hints at its erstwhile glory. Cycle around the brick-and-stucco ruins, which form part of a Unesco World
Heritage Site, and try to imagine how the city must have looked in its prime, when it greeted merchants
from around the globe. On the outskirts of the city sit several more attractions, including an enormous
handicraft centre, the most eclectic royal palace you’ll ever see and a water theatre.

‘Wat Phra Si Sanphet
PAOLO CORDELLI/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Ko Lanta

7 A beach bum’s best friend, Ko Lanta ( Click here ) sports a mellow island vibe and a parade of peachy
sand. Social butterflies alight on the northern beaches for a same-same but different party scene. Solitude
seekers migrate southward to low-key beach huts and a sleepy village ambience. Activities abound from
hiking through a surreal landscape of limestone caves and crevices to diving to underwater hang-outs for
sharks and rays. Sprinkle in some culture with a stop at the local markets or Ban Lanta, the historic
commercial centre.

Hat Nui
GLENN VAN DER KNIJFF/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Sukhothai Historical Park

8 Step back in time about 800 years at Thailand’s most impressive historical park ( Click here ).
Exploring the ruins of this former capital by bicycle is the classic Thailand experience, and is a leisurely
way to wind through the crumbling temples, graceful Buddha statues and fish-filled ponds. Worthwhile
museums and good-value accommodation round out the package. Despite its popularity, Sukhothai rarely
feels crowded, but for something off the beaten track, head to nearby Si Satchanalai- Chaliang Historical
Park, where you might be the only one scaling an ancient stairway.

‘Wat Mahathat
JOHN ELK III/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Ko Samui

9 Eager to please, Samui ( Click here ) is a civilised beach-resort island for the vacationing masses,
many of whom fly in and out having made hardly any contact with the local culture. Chaweng is a
luxurious stretch of sand where sun-worshippers come to see and be seen. However, there are still sleepy
spits reminiscent of Samui’s old moniker, ‘Coconut Island’, and a few gentle coves for families who need
to get in and out quickly. Samui also boasts great amenities and a thriving health scene with yoga,
meditation, detoxing and other yins to the island’s partying yang.
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Chiang Rai Province
10 The days of the Golden Triangle opium trade are over, but Chiang Rai ( Click here ) still packs
intrigue in the form of fresh-air fun such as trekking and self-guided exploration. It’s also a great
destination for unique cultural experiences, ranging from a visit to an Akha village to a stay at the
Yunnanese-Chinese hamlet of Mae Salong. From the Mekong River to the mountains, Chiang Rai is
arguably Thailand’s most beautiful province, and if you’ve set your sights further, it’s also a convenient
gateway to Myanmar (Burma), Laos and China.

‘Wat Rong Khun
KYLIE MCLAUGHLIN/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Hua Hin

11 The king’s choice, Hua Hin ( Click here ) is a fine fit for both city and sea creatures. The beaches are
long and wide, the market meals are fantastic and there’s even Thai culture (fancy meeting you here).
Explore the quiet beaches south of the city for a more secluded feel, hike to the top of a headland shrine or
master the sea and the wind with a kiteboard lesson. And of course feast like a Thai from morning, noon
and night.

Kiteboarding, Hua Hin beach
AMS IMAGES/ALAMY ©



Chiang Mai

12 Amid a jumble of mountains, Chiang Mai ( Click here ) looks respectfully up to mighty Doi Suthep,
whose sacred temple floats unnervingly on its forest bed. The old city, framed by a moat flopping with
fish, is crammed with soaring temple peaks and twisting sois (lanes) best suited to exploration by bicycle.
Stop for a temple ‘monk chat’, an intimate insight into those orange-robed figures. Browse the traditional
handicraft outlets and when the sun sinks over Doi Suthep, feast on some of the north’s best Burmese or
Japanese cuisine.

‘Wat Chiang Man
JOHN ELK III/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Phetchaburi

13 A delightful mix of culture and nature combine in this provincial capital ( Click here ), a close and
quiet alternative to the hectic streets of Bangkok. Explore an antique hilltop palace, sacred cave shrines
and bustling temples. Wander the old shophouse neighbourhood filled with do-it-yourself businesses run
by Thai aunties and grannies. Then head off to the wilds of Kaeng Krachan National Park to spot wild
gibbons and exotic birds. Phetchaburi is also a smart layover for travellers returning from the south.

Cave shrine, Tham Khao Luang
CHRIS MELLOR/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Khao Sok National Park

14 A deep and dark jungle hugs the midsection of southern Thailand. This ancient rainforest ( Click here )
is filled with long sweaty hiking routes up dramatic limestone formations that reward with postcard-
perfect views. Just remember to wear leech-proof gear to prevent an involuntary blood donation. Birds
and bats call this forest home as does the rare Rafflesia kerrii, one of the stinkiest flowers on the planet.

Accommodation among the trees
ANDREW BAIN/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Kanchanaburi

15 Walks on the wild side are the main reason to visit Kanchanaburi ( Click here ), where dragon-scaled
limestone mountains gaze down upon dense jungle. Trek past silvery waterfalls and rushing rivers in
search of elusive tigers and gibbons, then spend the night at a homestay organised through an ethnic group.
Once you’ve explored this western province’s wartime past — the infamous Bridge Over the River Kwai
is here — hold on tight to experience the growing number of adventure activities, which include ziplining,

kayaking and elephant rides.
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Bridge Over the River Kwai
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Phanom Rung Historical Park

16 Perched high atop an extinct volcano, the biggest and best Khmer ruin in Thailand ( Click here ) is
special. As you amble along the promenade, up the stairs and over the naga-flanked bridges, the sense of
anticipation builds. And when you enter the temple, completely restored and still rich with Hindu
sculpture, you will experience a moment of timelessness. While Phanom Rung is not as awe-inspiring as
Cambodia’s Angkor Wat, the experience here is impressive and different enough that you should visit
both.

TOM COCKREM/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Mekong River

17 From the historic timber shophouses of Chiang Khan (Click here ) to the waterfalls of Pha Taem
National Park ( Click here ), northeastern Thailand’s glorious arc of the Mekong River offers an
incomparable smorgasbord of culture and beauty. This is not just the best of Isan; it’s among the best of
Thailand. Fishing villages, prehistoric rock paintings, holy temples, elephants, a bizarre sculpture park,
and so much more are on offer for those who travel this little-known trail. Chase the meandering river
aboard a rickety bus, long-tail boat or even a bicycle.

DENNIS WALTON/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Phuket

18 An international-strength beach resort, Phuket ( Click here ) is an easy-peasy destination for all ages.
You can fly in from Bangkok, cutting out the long land journey, and then retreat into a five-star resort or
arty boutique hotel for a trouble-free tropical vacation. There are slinky stretches of sand, hedonistic
party pits and all the mod-cons needed for 21st-century rest and recreation. Plus there are day trips to
mangrove forests, monkey-rescue centres and a ton of watersports, from diving to surfing (when the
weather is right).

R

Pool scene, Ko Yao Noi
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Khao Yai National Park

19 Here you’ll find elephants, monkeys, gibbons, hornbills, pythons, bears, a million bats and a few wily
tigers. Wildlife sightings are almost at the mercy of chance, but your odds are excellent at this vast Unesco
World Heritage—listed reserve ( Click here ) just a few hours out of Bangkok. And even if you don’t meet
many big animals, the orchids, birds, waterfalls and sense of adventure that inevitably arises when
trekking in the jungle guarantee a good day. Khao Yai’s mix of scenery, accessibility and beauty is hard to
beat.

CHRISTIAN ASLUND/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



Ko Samet

20 So close to Bangkok and oh so pretty, Samet ( Click here ) is a perfect beach when your time is
pinched. The jungle eclipses developments, the sand and sea are tropically proportioned and a wooded
coastal trail skirts between rocky headlands and a string of beautiful coves. People-watch by day, party
by night on the popular northern beaches or hide away on the southern beaches for a well-earned nap.
When your vacation is done, board the boat and be back in Bangkok by lunchtime.

Jetty, Ao Cho
FRANK CARTER/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©



need to know
Top of section

CURRENCY
» Thai baht (B)

LANGUAGE
» Thai

MONEY

» ATMs widespread and charge a 150B foreign-account fee. Visa and MasterCard accepted at
upmarket places.

VISAS

» International air arrivals receive 30-day visa; 15-day visa at land borders; 60-day visas from a
Thai consulate before leaving home.

MOBILE PHONES
» Thailand is on a GSM network through inexpensive pre-paid SIM cards. 3G is coming...soon.

TRANSPORT

» Extensive and affordable buses, cheap air connections, slow and scenic trains. Easy to rent cars
and motorcycles.

Your Daily Budget

BUDGET LESS THAN 1500B

» Basic guest house room: 300—800B

» Excellent market and street stall meals
» One or two evening drinks

» Get-around town with public transport

MIDRANGE 1500-3000B
» Flashpacker guest house or midrange hotel room: 800-1500B
» Western food lunches and seafood dinners

» Several evening beers
» Motorbike hire

TOP END OVER 3000B

» Boutique hotel room: 3000B
» Fine dining

» Private tours

» Car hire

When to Go



~» Ko Samui
_* GO Dec-Aug

— Tropical climate,
Phuket ; ( Rain year round

- Tropical climate,
Wet and dry season




HIGH SEASON (NOV-MAR)

» A cool and dry season follows the monsoons, meaning the landscape is lush and temperatures are
comfortable.

» Western Christmas and New Year’s holidays bring crowds and inflated rates to the beaches.

SHOULDER SEASON (APR-JUN, SEP & OCT)

» Hot and dry (April to June) but less so in higher elevations.

» Beaches aren’t crowded and ocean provides the air-con.

» September and October are ideal for the north and the Gulf coast.

LOW SEASON (JUL-OCT)

» Monsoon season can range from afternoon showers to multiday drenchers.
» Some islands shut down and boat service is limited during stormy weather.
» Be flexible with travel plans.

Websites

» Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT; www.tourismthailand.org) National tourism department covering
info and special events.

» Thaivisa (www.thaivisa.com) Expat site.

» Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/thailand) Country profile and what to do and see.

» Bangkok Post (www.bangkokpost.com) English-language daily.

» Thai Language (www.thai-language.com) Online dictionary, Thai tutorials.

» Thai Travel Blogs (www.thaitravelblogs.com) Thailand-based travel blogger.

Exchange Rates

Australia A$1 32B
Canada C$1 31B
China Y10 40B
Euro zone €1 44B
Japan ¥100 38B
New Zealand NZ$1 25B
Russia R10 10B
UK £1 50B
USA US$1 30B

For current exchange rates see www.xe.com.

Important Numbers
Thailand country code /1 66
Emergency 21191
International access codes .1 001, 007, 008, 009 (different service providers)
Operator-assisted international calls /1100
Tourist police /1 1155

Arriving in Thailand


http://www.tourismthailand.org
http://www.thaivisa.com
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/thailand
http://www.bangkokpost.com
http://www.thai-language.com
http://www.thaitravelblogs.com
http://www.xe.com

» Suvarnabhumi International Airport

Airport Bus This service has been discontinued; there are local buses to the airport but the airport train is
the better option.

Airport Rail Link Local service (45B, 30 minutes) to Phaya Thai station; express service (150B, 15
minutes) to Makkasan station.

Taxi Meter taxis 200B to 300B plus 50B airport surcharge and tolls; about an hour to the city, depending
on traffic.

English in Thailand

Don’t know a lick of Thai? In most places you don’t need to. Tourist towns are well-stocked with
English speakers. Bus drivers, market vendors and even taxi drivers are less competent speakers. If
there is a communication problem, though, Thais will find someone to sort things out. In small
untouristed towns, it helps to know how to order food and count in Thai. Thais are patient (and
honoured) at attempts to speak their language. With just a few phrases, you’ll be rewarded with big
grins and heaps of praise.

Thais have their own script, which turns educated Westerners into illiterates. Street signs are
always transliterated into English, but there is no standard system so spellings vary widely and
confusingly. Not all letters are pronounced as they appear (ie ‘ph’ is ‘p’ and final ‘I’ is often ‘n’).
Confounding, huh?




what's new
Top of section

For this new edition of Thailand, our authors have hunted down the fresh, the transformed, the hot and
the happening. These are some of our favourites. For up-to-the-minute recommendations, see
lonelyplanet.com/thailand.



http://lonelyplanet.com/thailand

GET TO THE BEACH FASTER

1 Recent transport routes have emerged directly from Thailand’s Suvarnabhumi International Airport to
the Eastern Seaboard beaches of Ko Samet and Ko Chang. That means you can bypass Bangkok and be
beachside sooner.

KITEBOARDING
2 If all the watersports mated and had an offspring, it would be kiteboarding. Riders harness the wind and
the waves at Hua Hin, Pranburi and Phuket, the kiteboarding hot spots.

STYLISH SLEEP FOR ALL
3 Bangkok has sprouted hip hostels, such as NapPark Hostel and Lub*d, far removed from the functional
dorms of yore.

FLYING THROUGH THE CANOPY

4 Why walk when you can fly through the forest on an elevated zip-line? Ropes courses have proliferated
wherever trees meet tourists in such places as Ko Tao, Sangkhlaburi, Pattaya and Pai.

EXTREME DIVING

5 Ko Tao is no longer just for beginners. Technical divers are now exploring underwater caves and even
casting off their scuba gear for lung-stretching free dives.

CLIFF-HANGING IN KRABI

6 Everyone knows that Krabi is Thailand’s rock-climbing capital but did you know that free-climbing is
the latest trend? Assaults on overhanging sea cliffs are done without ropes and the ocean is there to catch
you.

HIP CHIANG MAI
7 Chiang Mai has its antique charms but happening Th Nimmanhaemin is a fountain of youth. Check out
new restaurants such as Su Casa and the people-watching perch at At 9 Bar.

ISAN FASHIONISTA
8 More traditional than trendy, the northeast has graduated into the stylish world of boutique hotels with
Khorat’s V-One, Khao Yai’s Hotel des Artists and Khon Kaen’s Glacier Hotel.

RINGLEADERS: MUAY THAI WARRIORS

9 Rather than packing on the pounds, train to be a lean, mean fighting machine at the new crop of moo-ay
tai (muay thai) training and fitness camps, such as Pattaya’s Fairtex Sports Club and Phuket’s Promthep
Muay Thai Camp.

RESORT BEACHES ON THE CHEAP

10 Thailand’s beaches have transformed quickly from bamboo huts to luxury villas. We can’t turn back
time but we’ve got more budget options on big-spender beaches, such as Ko Kut, Ko Chang and Hua Hin.



if you like...
Top of section

Beaches

From intimate coves to leggy coastlines, Thailand’s beaches are beauty queens and draw a steady crowd
of international sun-seekers. Long gone are the days of having paradise to yourself but the scenery is still
supreme.

Ko Phi-Phi A real looker, this Andaman island has craggy limestone sea cliffs and ribbons of cerulean
water and a boozy party scene (Click here )

Ko Pha-Ngan The original beach bum island hosts boisterous Full Moon parties and a whole lot of
hammock hanging in between (Click here )

Hua Hin City-meets-sea for beach lovers who need sand and sophistication (Click here )

Trang Islands A family favourite with soaring limestone cliffs, blonde sands and techno-free nights
(Click here )

Bang Saphan Yai With a handful of cheap huts on the beach, this mainland spot is delightfully stuck in the
’90s (Click here )

Diving & Snorkelling

The warm clear waters of the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea harbour a variety of underwater
landscapes and marine species that rank Thailand among the world’s top diving destinations. The
Andaman is the regional blockbuster, while the Gulf is good for beginners.

Surin & Similan Islands National Marine Parks One of the world’s top diving spots, these Andaman
islands have dramatic rocky gorges, hard and soft coral reefs and a laundry list of marine life; live-aboard
trips depart from Khao Lak (Click here )

Ko Lanta Nearby feeding stations for manta rays, whale sharks and other large pelagic fish earn this
Andaman island high diving marks (Click here )

Ko Tao With affordable dive schools, shallow waters and year-round conditions, Ko Tao remains the
country’s scuba-training island. Its near-shore reefs mean you can go snorkelling right after breakfast
(Click here )

Ko Kradan A snorkeller’s paradise with pristine hard and soft corals just past the silky shore (Click here
)

Great Food

Thai food is fabulously flavoured, remarkably convenient and ridiculously cheap. Street stalls spring up
wherever there are appetites, night markets serve everyone dinner, and family restaurants deliver
colourful plates of traditional recipes.

Curries The soup that eats like a meal, Thai curry is pungent, fiery and colourful. Bangkok, southern
Thailand and northern Thailand all whip up their own variations.



Isan cuisine The food that fuels labour, the northeast’s triumvirate dishes — gai yahng (grilled chicken),
som-dam (spicy green papaya salad) and kow née-o (sticky rice) — have converts across the country.

Seafood Grilled prawns, spicy squid stir-fries, crab curries, fried mussels — get thee to the coast and dine
on the fruits of the sea.

Fruits Whole meals are made up of the luscious variety of Thai fruits, which are sold in abundance at day
markets or displayed like precious jewels in glass cases by roaming vendors.

Cooking Courses Learn how to replicate the tricks of the trade at cooking schools in Bangkok (Click here
) or Chiang Mai ( Click here )

Culture: Temples & Ruins

The Thai landscape is filled with monuments to the gods, be they glittering Buddhist temples or ancient
Khmer sanctuaries. Many of the country’s most famous temples are de facto museums, sheltering religious
art, history and regional identities.

Bangkok The seat of the monarchy is also the seat of Thai Buddhism, and its most exalted Buddha figure
resides comfortably in Wat Phra Kaew (Click here )

Ayuthaya The ruins of this fabled city stand testament to the formative years of Thai history, identity and
architecture (Click here )

Sukhothai Cycle around the well-preserved grounds of this ancient city, the capital of one of Thailand’s
first home-grown kingdoms (Click here )

Chiang Mai Northern Thailand boasts its own historic and artistic lineage and within Chiang Mai’s old
walled city are antique teak temples decorated with tinkling bells (Click here )

Phanom Rung This Khmer outpost built in the Angkor style has surveyed this rural landscape for
centuries (Click here )

Outdoor Adventure

From the mountains in the north to the rainforests of the south, a variety of adventures allows visitors to
trek, paddle and be carried by elephants through the tropical landscape. Along the mountain ridges, ethnic
hill-tribe villages hold on to an ancient way of life.

Kanchanaburi Exert a little for a big reward at an outdoor buffet of waterfall spotting, rafting and
elephant riding, just a short journey from Bangkok (Click here )

Kaeng Krachan National Park Disappear into a wild landscape in this little-visited park, south of
Bangkok (Click here )

Khao Yai National Park Spot elephants, monkeys, snakes and creepy-crawlies in Thailand’s oldest
national park (Click here )

Mae Hong Son Small-scale trekking groups head off into the mountainous frontier between Thailand and
Burma (Click here )



Ko Chang When you tire of the sea, plunge into the jungle-covered hills where local guides have played
since childhood (Click here )

Khao Sok National Park Canoe and hike through Thailand’s ancient rainforest studded with limestone
mountains (Click here )

Festivals & Festivities

Thais love to turn up the tunes, fire up the grill and open a bottle of booze in honour of any occasion:
home-grown festivals, imported holidays and even made-up excuses to party.

Full Moon Party Ko Pha-Ngan’s lunar event turns sunbathers into all-night, day-glo revellers. Copy-cat
moon parties and other lunar cycles are celebrated throughout the islands.

Music festivals From jazz to alt-rock, Thailand hosts an impressive playlist of music festivals. Bangkok’s
Fat Festival features indie bands, Hua Hin prefers jazz and Pattaya does international/Asian rock. Ko
Samui hosts international DJs and occasionally Pai pays tribute to reggae.

Fruit festivals Provincial towns celebrate their signature agricultural product with genuine small-town
charm. Chanthaburi pays homage to its orchards of mangosteens, durian and rambutan, while Chiang Rai
celebrates the venerable lychee.

Songkran The festival begins with the use of water as a mark of respect then, in some locations, erupts
into a water war where no one stays dry (Click here )



month by month
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‘Top Events

Songkran, April

Loi Krathong , November

Ubon Ratchathani’s Khao Phansaa , July
Vegetarian Festival , September

Surin Elephant Round-up , November

January
The weather is cool and dry in Thailand, ushering in the peak tourist season when Europeans escape
dreary winter weather.

*% CHINESE NEW YEAR

Thais with Chinese ancestry celebrate the Chinese lunar new year (dates vary) with a week of house-
cleaning and fireworks. Phuket, Bangkok and Pattaya all host citywide festivities, but in general Chinese
New Year (drud jeen) is a family event.

February
Still in the high season swing, snowbirds flock to Thailand for sun and fun.

*% MAKHA BUCHA

One of three holy days marking important moments of Buddha’s life, Makha Bucha (mah-ka boo-chah)
falls on the full moon of the third lunar month and commemorates Buddha preaching to 1250 enlightened
monks who came to hear him ‘without prior summons’. A public holiday, it’s mainly a day for temple
visits. Organisations and schools will often make merit as a group at a local temple.

*

%% FLOWER FESTIVAL

Chiang Mai displays its floral beauty during a three-day period. The festival highlight is the flower-
decorated floats that parade through town.

March

Hot and dry season approaches and the beaches start to empty out. The winds kick up ushering in
kite-flying and kiteboarding season. This is also Thailand’s semester break (mid term), and students
head out on sightseeing trips.

ﬁ PATTAYA INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL
Pattaya showcases pop and rock bands from across Asia at this free music event, attracting bus loads of
Bangkok university students.

& KITE-FLYING FESTIVALS
During the windy season, colourful kites battle it out over the skies of Sanam Luang in Bangkok and



elsewhere in the country.

&
X GOLDEN MANGO SEASON
Luscious ripe mangoes come into season from March to June and are sliced before your eyes, packed in a
container with sticky rice and accompanied with a sweet sauce. Reason enough to visit in the ‘summer’.

April
Hot, dry weather sweeps across the land and the tourist season is winding down, except for one last
hurrah during Songkran. Make reservations well in advance since the whole country is on the move

for this holiday.

*% SONGKRAN

Thailand’s traditional new year (12—14 April) starts out as a respectful affair then degenerates into a
water war. Morning visits to the temple involve colourful processions of the sacred Buddha images,
which are ceremoniously sprinkled with water. Elders are shown respect by younger family members by
having water sprinkled on their hands. Afterwards Thais load up their water guns and head out to the
streets for battle: water is thrown, catapulted and sprayed from roving commandos and outfitted pick-up
trucks at willing and unwilling targets. Chiang Mai and Bangkok are the epicentres of the battles. Innocent

bystanders shelter indoors until the ammunition runs out.

Getting soaked at Songkran, Chiang Mai
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May

Leading up to the rainy season, festivals encourage plentiful rains and bountiful harvests. This is an
under-appreciated shoulder season when prices are lower and tourists are few but it is still
incredibly hot.

*
*3 ROYAL PLOUGHING CEREMONY
This royal ceremony employs astrology and ancient Brahman rituals to kick off the rice-planting season.



Sacred oxen are hitched to a wooden plough and part the ground of Sanam Luang in Bangkok. The ritual
was revived in the 1960s by the king, and Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn has assumed the
ceremony’s helm.

*% ROCKET FESTIVAL

In the northeast, where rain can be scarce, villagers craft bamboo rockets (bdng fai) that are fired into the
sky to encourage precipitation so that the upcoming rice-planting season will be successful. This festival
is celebrated in Yasothon, Ubon Ratchathani and Nong Khai.

*% VISAKHA BUCHA

The holy day of Visakha Bucha (wi*sdh-ka boo-chah) falls on the 15th day of the waxing moon in the sixth
lunar month and commemorates the date of the Buddha’s birth, enlightenment and parinibbana (passing
away). Activities are centred around the temple.

June
In some parts of the country, the rainy season is merely an afternoon shower, leaving the rest of the
day for music and merriment.

ﬁ HUA HIN JAZZ FESTIVAL
Jazz groups descend on this royal retreat for a musical homage to the king, an accomplished jazz
saxophonist and composer.

*% PHI TA KHON

The Buddhist holy day of Bun Phra Wet is given a Carnival makeover in Dan Sai village in northeastern
Thailand. Revellers disguise themselves in garish ‘spirit’ costumes and parade through the village streets
wielding wooden phalluses and downing rice whisky. The festival commemorates a Buddhist legend in
which a host of spirits (pée, also spelt ‘phi’) appeared to greet the Buddha-to-be (Prince Vessantara or
Phra Wet), the penultimate birth. Dates vary.

July

With the start of the rainy season, the religious community and attendant festivals prepare for
Buddhist Lent, a period of reflection and meditation. If you can stand a little drizzle, this is an ideal
time for rural sightseeing as rice planting begins and the parched landscape turns a verdant green.

*

%% ASAHNA BUCHA
The full moon of the eighth lunar month commemorates Buddha’s first sermon during Asahna (also spelt
Asalha) Bucha (ah-sdhn-ha boo-chah) .

*% KHAO PHANSAA

The day after Asahna Bucha marks the beginning of Buddhist Lent (the first day of the waning moon in the
eighth lunar month), the traditional time for men to enter the monkhood and when monks typically retreat
inside the monastery for a period of study and meditation. During Khao Phansaa, worshippers make
offerings of candles and other necessities to the temples and attend ordinations. In Ubon Ratchathani, the
traditional candle offerings have grown into elaborately carved wax sculptures that are shown off during
the Candle Parade.



August
Overcast skies and daily showers mark the middle of the rainy season. The predictable rains just
adds to the ever-present humidity.

K
*% HM THE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY

The Thai Queen’s Birthday (12 August) is a public holiday and national mother’s day. In Bangkok, the day
is marked with cultural displays along Th Ratchadamnoen and Sanam Luang.

The end of the rainy season is the time to explore beaches such as Ko Tarutao Marine National Park
FELIX HUG/LONELY PLANET IMAGES ©

October
Religious preparations for the end of the rainy season and the end of Buddhist Lent begin. The

monsoons are reaching the finish line (in most of the country).

3\1@ VEGETARIAN FESTIVAL

A holiday from meat is taken for nine days (during the ninth lunar month) in adherence with Chinese
Buddhist beliefs of mind and body purification. Cities with large Thai-Chinese populations, such as
Bangkok, Hua Hin, Pattaya, Trang and Krabi, are festooned with yellow banners heralding vegetarian
vendors, and merit-makers dressed in white shuffle off for meditation retreats. In Phuket the festival gets
extreme, with entranced marchers turning themselves into human shish kebabs.



*% ORK PHANSAA

The end of the Buddhist lent (three lunar months after Khao Phansaa) is marked by the ga-tin ceremony, in
which new robes are given to the monks by merit-makers. The peculiar natural phenomenon known as the
“ naga fireballs’ coincides with Ork Phansaa. In Mae Hong Son, the end of Buddhist Lent is marked by
the Shan-style Jong Para festival, in which miniature castles are paraded on poles to the temples.
Localities near rivers and the ocean celebrate with traditional long-tail boat races. Nakhon Phanom’s
[lluminated Boat Festival electrifies an old-fashioned tradition.

*
%3 KING CHULALONGKORN DAY
Rama V is honoured on the anniversary of his death at the Royal Plaza in Dusit. Crowds of devotees come
to make merit with incense and flower garlands. Held on 23 October.

November
The cool, dry season has arrived and if you get here early enough, you’ll beat the tourist crowds.
The beaches are inviting and the landscape is lush: perfect for trekking and waterfall-spotting.

;'t! SURIN ELEPHANT ROUND-UP

Held on the third weekend of November, Thailand’s biggest elephant show celebrates this northeastern
province’s most famous residents. The event in Surin begins with a colourful elephant parade culminating
in a fruit buffet for the pachyderms. Re-enactments of Thai battles showcase mahouts and elephants
wearing royal military garb.

*% LOI KRATHONG

One of Thailand’s most beloved festivals, Loi Krathong is celebrated on the first full moon of the 12th
lunar month. The festival thanks the river goddess for providing life to the fields and forests and asks for
forgiveness for the polluting ways of humans. Small handmade boats (called krathong or gra-tong ) are
sent adrift in the country’s waterways. The gra-tong are origami-like vessels made from banana leaves.
They’re decorated with flowers, and incense, candles and coins are placed in them. Loi Krathong is
believed to have originated in Sukhothai, where it is celebrated today with much pomp. In Chiang Mai the
festival is also called Yi Peng.

*
%3 LOPBURI MONKEY FESTIVAL
During the last week of November, the town’s troublesome macaques get pampered with their very own
banquet, while merit-makers watch merrily.

December
The peak of the tourist season has returned with fair skies, busy beach resorts and a holiday mood.

*% HM THE KING’S BIRTHDAY

Honouring the king’s birthday on 5 December, this public holiday hosts parades and merit-making events;
it is also recognised as national father’s day. Th Ratchadamnoen Klang in Bangkok is decorated with
lights and regalia. Everyone wears pink shirts, pink being the colour associated with the monarchy.

*
*3 CHIANG MAI RED CROSS AND WINTER FAIR
A 10-day festival that displays Chiang Mai’s cultural heritage with a country-fair atmosphere; expect food



(lots of it) and traditional performances.



itineraries

Top of section
Whether you’ve got six days or 60, these itineraries provide a starting point for the trip of a lifetime
Want more inspiration? Head online to

lonelyplanet.com/thorntree to chat with other travellers.
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Two Weeks Just A Quickie

Even if you’re only doing a Thailand ‘pop-in’, you can still pack in a full itinerary thanks to the
affordability of domestic flights. Start off in Bangkek and then fly to the tropical beach resorts of Ko
Samui or Phuket . Although both are international superstars, there are plenty of quiet corners if needed,



http://lonelyplanet.com/thorntree

and beaches with personalities to suit every sand hunter. If you find yourself on a spot that fits like a wet
bathing suit, shop around the island before plotting your escape route to the next destination.

Once you’ve tired of sand and sun, fly up to Chiang Mai for a Thai cooking class and temple-spotting.
Then explore the surrounding countryside filled with mountainous road trips and hill-tribe trekking. Pay
homage to Thailand’s highest peak at Doi Inthanon National Park .

Return to Bangkok with a tan, a Thai recipe book and lots of travel tales for the water cooler.
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One Month Essential Thailand

If you’ve got a month to wander through Thailand, spend a few days in Bangkok , adjusting to the heat
and the chaos, and then take the train north stopping in the ancient capital of Ayuthaya , where Thailand



built a small regional empire. Make a brief detour to the monkey town of Lopburi . And then follow the
culture trail north to Sukhethai , where you can cycle through the historic and crumbling ruins of one of
Thailand’s first kingdoms. Hightail it to Chiang Mai , made up of a delightful collection of old Lanna
architecture, youthful cafes and easygoing living. A week may pass before you get itchy feet. Mountains
await in either direction from Chiang Mai. Go northwest for the hippie scene in Pai . Follow the mountain
ridge through the misty morning to Mae Hong Son, for a slice of Shan culture and low-key trekking tours.
And follow the loop road through little dusty towns to return to Chiang Mai.

By now the beach is calling so transit back through Bangkok and then on to the classic Gulf of Thailand
stops: Ko Pha-Ngan for beach bumming and partying and Ko Tao for deep-sea diving and snorkelling.

Hop over to the Andaman Coast to see those famous postcard views of limestone mountains jutting out
of the sea. Ko Phi-Phi is the prettiest (and one of the priciest) of them all but Ko Lanta has the
quintessential beach vibe and a thriving dive scene. Rock climbers opt for nearby Krabi . On the way
back north detour through the rainforests of Khao Sok National Park .

Transit again through Bangkok to dip your toes into the northeast, the agricultural heartland. Crawl
through the jungles of Khao Yai National Park . Then head to Nakhon Ratchasima (Khorat), a transit
point for trips to the Angkor ruins at Phimai and the pottery village of Dan Kwian . Follow the Khmer
trail east to Phanom Rung , the most important and visually impressive of the Angkor temples in
Thailand. Surrounding Phanom Rung are a handful of smaller more remote temples known for their regal
but forgotten ambiance.
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Two to Three Weeks Southern Islands & Beaches

If your bragging buddies back home have sent you to Thailand with a long list of must-see beaches, then
prepare for a marathon beach binge. From Bangkok, dip south into Hua Hin, for wide sandy beaches and
city amenities, and to Prachuap Khiri Khan , a mellow seaside town sheltered from the tourist crowds.
Then slide down to Chumphon to island hop. Swim with the fishes in Ko Tao , howl at the full moon in
Ko Pha-Ngan or hang-out with the bronzing bodies in Ko Samui .

Cross the peninsula to imbibe on the Andaman resort island of Phuket or pop over to mellow Ko Yao

to rock climb the limestone mountains or just smile at the scenery. Scramble up or paddle around Krabi’s
scenic missile-shaped peaks planted in the sea. Ko Phi-Phi is a party-hard pretty girl and Ko Lanta is a



kick-back island idyll. Ko Jum has a lot of nothing, a perfect perk these days.
The Trang Islands are an up-and-comer with karst scenery and cerulean seas. Time is getting tight but
you might be able to squeeze in one last stop at Ko Lipe , that last grip of beach party mayhem this side of
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Two to Three Weeks Northern Thailand
Climb into the bosom of lush mountains and the ethnic minority villages that cling to the border of

Thailand, Myanmar and Laos.
Chiang Mai is an ideal base for northern culture and exploration with a menu of meditation, language
and massage courses on offer. Follow the northwest spur to Pai , a mountain retreat with daytime strolls




and night-time carousing, Next is Soppong , a mecca for caving, Continue to Mae Hong Son to immerse
yourself in a remote region more akin to Burma than Bangkok. The last stop along the route is at Mae
Sariang , a small river-side town developing a good reputation for sustainable trekking tours.

Return to civilisation in Chiang Mai and plot your next campaign towards Chiang Rai. More mountains
await northwards in Chiang Dao , a sober alternative to Pai. Then take the backdoor to Chiang Rai
through Fang and zigzagging up the mountain ridge to Mae Salong , a Yunnanese tea settlement. Slide into
Chiang Rai for a hill-tribe homestay and culturally sensitive treks and continue on to the formerly
infamous Golden Triangle towns of Chiang Saen and Sop Ruak . Bypass the crowds with a stop in
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One to Two Weeks Mekong River

There aren’t a lot of big-ticket attractions in Thailand’s rural northeast (known as Isan) but cultural
chameleons will find an old-fashioned way of life, easygoing people and interesting homestays that mix
lodging with lounging around the rice fields. The most scenic route through the region is along the Mekong
River, which divides Thailand and Laos. The border towns barely recognise the boundary and often share
more cultural attributes with their foreign neighbours than with Bangkok.

Start in the charming town of Nong Khai , a rock-skipping throw from Laos and an easy border-
crossing point. If the pace here is too fast, follow the river road east to Bueng Kan, a dusty speck of a
town with a nearby temple built on a rocky outcrop and several neighbouring homestays with forays into
wild-elephant territory. Pass through Nakhon Phanom for its picturesque river promenade and tiny That
Phanom, with its famous Lao-style temple, honoured with a vibrant 10-day festival in January/February.

For a little urban Isan, check out Ubon Ratchathani , surrounded by the Pha Taem National Park ,
river rapids and handicraft villages. From here you can exit into Laos at Pakse or catch an overnight train
to Bangkok.
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One to Two Weeks Bangkok & Around

If you’re pressed for time or don’t want to waste time travelling, there is an amazing diversity of sites
within 150km of Bangkok. Take the backdoor route aboard a scenic commuter rail line out of Bangkok to
Amphawa , a canal-crossed community that hosts a floating market beloved by foodie Thais. Appreciate
history away from the capital’s hectic streets in Phetchaburi , once a royal retreat with a hilltop palace
and fascinating cave shrines. Then rest and recreate in Hua Hin and the long and sandy coastline that
stretches south all the way to Khao Sam Roi Yot National Park with its collection of interior karst
mountains and mangrove swamps.

Backtrack north to Kanchanaburi , which played a minor but well-memorialised role in WWIL. The




forested mountains to the northwest are ideal for a variety of outdoor adventures. Skirt around the present-
day capital to the once-glorious capital of Ayuthaya for a Thai history lesson. Then catch the train to
Khao Yai National Park , for one last foray into nature’s jungle before returning to Bangkok’s concrete

jungle.



responsible travel
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Don’ts

Don’t step on a dropped bill to prevent it from blowing away — Thai money bears a picture of the king.
Never step over someone or their personal belongings.

Avoid tying your shoes to the outside of your backpack where they might accidentally brush against
someone.

Don’t get a tattoo of the Buddha — the culture ministry is seeking to ban the practice and it is
considered sacrilegious.

Dos

Stand respectfully for the national anthem (unless you’re inside a home or building), which is played
at 8am and 6pm.

Rise for the royal anthem, which is played in movie theatres before every screening.

Greet people with a smile and a cheery sa-wat-dee krdp if you're male or sa-wat-dee ka if you’re
female.

Bring a gift if you’re invited to a Thai home and take off your shoes when you enter.

Lower your head slightly when passing between two people having a conversation or when passing
near a monk.

Dress modestly (cover to the elbows and ankles) for temple visits and always remove your shoes when
entering any building containing a Buddha image.

Extend the right hand out while the left hand gently grips the right elbow when handing an object to
another person or receiving something — truly polite behaviour.

Hair-raising adventures and postcard snapshots make great souvenirs from a trip, but the travel
experiences that become lifelong companions are the moments when you stop being an invading alien and
connect with someone who may not speak your language or share your culture. Stepping outside of the
comfortable tourist zones and into the community can elevate you from an economic opportunity to an
honoured guest and even a friend.

There are a number of ways to respectfully visit and interact with a host country: learning the language,
customs and culture; volunteering your time and skills to disadvantaged people; and supporting businesses
with environmental or social justice missions. The People & Culture chapter ( Click here ) provides
insights into Thailand’s rich heritage and gives tips on culture.



CULTURAL ETIQUETTE

The monarchy and the religion (which are often viewed as interconnected) are treated with extreme
deference in Thailand. Thais avoid criticising or disparaging the royal family for fear of offending
someone or, worse, being charged for lese majesté, which carries a jail sentence. With the king’s
increasing frailness, lese-majesty charges have increasingly been doled out to foreigners, Thai expats,
political rivals and academics.

Buddha images are sacred objects. Thais consider it bad form to pose in front of one for a photo or to
clamber upon them (in the case of temple ruins), instead they would show respect by performing a wdi (a
prayer-like gesture) to the figure no matter how humble it is. As part of their ascetic vows, monks are not
supposed to touch or be touched by women. If a woman wants to hand something to a monk, the object is
placed within reach of the monk or on the monk’s ‘receiving cloth’. Women don’t sit next to monks on
public transport and they cross out of the way on streets to avoid an accidental brush.

From a spiritual viewpoint, Thais regard the head as the highest and most sacred part of the body and
the feet as the dirtiest and lowest. Many of the taboos associated with the feet have a practical derivation
as well. Traditionally Thais ate, slept and entertained on the floor of their homes with little in the way of
furniture. To keep their homes and eating surfaces clean, the feet (and shoes) contracted a variety of rules.

When sitting in a religious edifice, Thais sit in the ‘mermaid’ position with their legs folded to one side
so that the bottoms of the feet or the toes aren’t pointed at a Buddha image.

Shoes aren’t worn inside private homes and temple buildings, as a sign of respect and for sanitary
reasons. Thais can kick off their shoes in one fluid step and many lace-up shoes are modified by the
wearer to become slip-ons. Thais also step over the threshold, which is where the spirit of the house is
believed to reside. On some buses and 3rd-class trains, you’ll see Thais prop up their feet on the adjacent
bench; while this isn’t the height of propriety, do notice that they always remove their shoes before doing
so. Thais also take off their shoes if they need to climb up onto a chair or seat.

Thais don’t touch each other’s head or ruffle their hair as a sign of affection. Occasionally you’ll see
young people touching each other’s head, which is a teasing gesture, maybe even a slight insult, between
friends.

Social Conventions & Gestures

The traditional Thai greeting is made with a prayerlike palms-together gesture known as wdi . The depth
of the bow and the placement of the fingers in relation to the face is dependent on the status of the person
receiving the wai . Adults don’t wai children and in most cases service people (when they are doing their
jobs) aren’t wdi-ed , though this is a matter of personal discretion.

In the more traditional parts of the country, it is not proper for members of the opposite sex to touch one
another, either as lovers or as friends. Hand-holding is not acceptable behaviour outside of the major
cities such as Bangkok. But same-sex touching is quite common and is typically a sign of friendship, not
sexual attraction. Older Thai men might grab a younger man’s thigh in the same way that buddies slap each
other on the back. Thai women are especially affectionate with female friends, often sitting close to one
another or linking arms.

Thais hold modesty in personal dress in high regard, though this is changing among the younger
generation. The importance of modesty extends to the beach as well. Except for urban Bangkokians, most
Thais swim fully clothed. For this reason, sunbathing nude or topless is not acceptable and in some cases
is evenillegal.

See Click here for other insights on dealing with Thai people.



TOURISM

Most forms of tourism, despite the prevailing prejudices, have a positive economic effect on the local
economy in Thailand: providing jobs for young workers and business opportunities for entrepreneurs. But
in an effort to be more than just a consumer, many travellers look for opportunities to spend where their
money might be needed, either on charitable causes or activities that preserve traditional ways of life.
Thailand has done a surprisingly good job at adapting to this emerging trend by promoting village craft
programs and homestays. Unfortunately, much of this is aimed at the domestic market rather than
international visitors. But more and more, foreign tourists can engage in these small-scale tourism models
that offer an insight into traditional ways.

TOP HOMESTAYS

» Ban Prasat, Nakhon Ratchasima
» Ban Kham Pia, Bueng Kan

» Ban Ta Klang, Surin

» Ban Mae Kampong, Chiang Mai

Homestays

You can travel independently without isolating yourself from the culture by staying at one of Thailand’s
local homestays. More popular with domestic tourists, homestays differ from guest houses in that visitors
are welcomed into a family’s home, typically in a small village that isn’t on the tourist trail.
Accommodation is basic: usually a mat or foldable mattress on the floor, or occasionally a family will
have a private room. Rates include lodging, meals with the family and cultural activities that highlight a
region’s traditional way of life, from rice farming to silk weaving. English fluency varies, so homestays
are also an excellent way to exercise your spoken Thai.

Hill-Tribe Trekking

Though marginalised within mainstream society, the hill-tribe minorities remain a strong tourism draw
with large and small businesses organising trekking tours to villages for cultural displays and interactions.
Economically, it is unclear whether hill-tribe trekking helps alleviate the poverty of the hill-tribe groups
and in turn helps to maintain their separate ethnic identity. Most agree that a small percentage of the
profits from trekking filters down to individual families within hill-tribe villages, giving them a small
source of income that might prevent urban migration. One guide we spoke to estimated that 50% of the
tour budget was spent on purchasing food, lodging and supplies from hill-tribe merchants at the host
village.

In general the trekking business has become more socially conscious than in previous decades. Most
companies now tend to limit the number of visits to a particular area to lessen the impact of outsiders on
the daily lives of ordinary villagers. But the industry still has a long way to go. It should be noted that
trekking companies are Thai owned and employ Thai guides, another bureaucratic impediment regarding
citizenship for ethnic minorities. Without an identification card, guides from the hill tribes do not qualify
for a Tourist Authority of Thailand (TAT) tour guide licence and so are less than desirable job candidates.

TOP PLACES FOR HILL-TRIBE TREKKING
» Chiang Mai



» Chiang Rai
» Mae Hong Son
» Mae Sariang

Trekkers should also realise that the minority tribes maintain their own distinct cultural identity and
many continue their animistic traditions, which define social taboos and conventions. If you’re planning
on visiting hill-tribe villages on an organised trek, talk to your guide about dos and don’ts.

Here is a general prescription to get you started.

» Always ask for permission before taking any photos of tribes people, especially at private moments
inside their dwellings. Many traditional belief systems regard photography with suspicion.

» Show respect for religious symbols and rituals. Don’t touch totems at village entrances or sacred items
hanging from trees. Don’t participate in ceremonies unless invited to.

» Avoid cultivating the practice of begging, especially among children. Don’t hand out candy unless you
can also arrange for modern dentistry. Talk to your guide about donating to a local school instead.

» Avoid public nudity and be careful not to undress near an open window where village children might be
able to peep in.

» Don’t flirt with members of the opposite sex unless you plan on marrying them. Don’t drink or do drugs
with the villagers; altered states sometimes lead to culture clashes.

» Smile at villagers even if they stare at you. Ask your guide how to say ‘hello’ in the tribal language.

» Avoid public displays of affection, which in some traditional systems are viewed as offensive to the
spirit world.

» Don’t interact with the villagers’ livestock, even the free-roaming pigs; these creatures are valuable
possessions, not entertainment oddities. Also avoid interacting with jungle animals, which in some belief
systems are viewed as visiting spirits.

» Don’t litter.

» Adhere to the same feet taboos that apply to Thai culture ( Click here ). Don’t step on the threshold of a
house, prop your feet up against the fire or wear your shoes inside.

Elephant Encounters

Throughout Thai history, elephants have been revered for their strength, endurance and intelligence,
working alongside their mahouts harvesting teak, transporting goods through mountainous terrain or
fighting ancient wars.

But many of the elephant’s traditional roles have either been outsourced to machines or outlawed
(logging was banned in 1989), leaving the domesticated animals and their mahouts without work. Some
mahouts turned to begging on the streets in Bangkok and other tourist centres, a dangerous practice that the
government is working to curb through fines and incentive programs.

PACHYDERM DILEMMA

Working elephants have a career of about 50 years and are trained at a young age by two mahouts,
usually a father-and-son team, who can see the animal through its lifetime. Thai law requires that
elephants be retired and released into the wild at age 61. They often live for 80 years or more. It
costs about 30,000B (US$1000) per month to provide a comfortable living standard for an elephant;
this amount is equivalent to the salary of Thailand’s upper middle class.

Activists within the elephant welfare world disagree about the best way to handle the
domesticated population, which numbers about 3500 elephants. At issue is the current solution to the



problem of unemployed elephants, namely elephant treks and mahout programs. Some activists
maintain that elephants should not be domesticated, bred or ridden because the process is cruel and
painful for the animals. Instead the animals should live in as natural a state as possible, either in the
wild or in wild-like sanctuary settings.

Proponents of working elephants believe that elephant tourism can provide these domesticated
creatures and their human caretakers (the mahouts, who are often part of an extended elephant-
herding tribe in Surin) with a respectable livelihood and comfortable working and living conditions
that they otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford. Many believe that there isn’t enough wild space to
‘free’ the elephants and without the elephant camps the mahouts and the animals would return to a
life of begging.

Another complicating factor is the buying of elephants to tourism-related businesses, including
sanctuaries (the term used by sanctuaries is ‘rescue’ though there is often a monetary transaction with
the elephant owner). According to Thai law, captive elephants can be bought, sold and transported
as long as they have the proper permits and certificates verifying that the animal was born on a farm
instead of in the forest. But the system is easily manipulated and it is more profitable to sell a ‘free’
forest elephant than to breed one. Poachers are typically local people with knowledge of elephant
round-ups, the traditional process of corralling wild populations. In other cases, the animals are
caught in Burma and transported across the border.

Conscientious elephant camps are aware of the practice and have a variety of methods of
circumventing fraud. The Royal Elephant Kraal & Village in Ayuthaya has a successful breeding
program and doesn’t engage in the elephant trade. The Golden Triangle Asian Elephant Foundation,
affiliated with the Anantara and Four Season resorts in Sop Ruak, hires elephants and their mahouts
on a contractual basis instead of buying elephants. Wildlife Friends Foundation Thailand in
Phetchaburi buys old and infirmed animals at below-market prices to prevent the mahout from buying
a wild-caught replacement.

But most elephants, like many human migrants, found work in Thailand’s burgeoning tourism industry,
which varies from circus-like shows to elephant camps giving rides to tourists. Other elephant encounters
include mahout-training schools, while sanctuaries and rescue centres provide modest retirement homes
to animals that can no longer work and are no longer profitable to their owners. See the boxed text, Click
here for more.

There is much debate within the animal welfare community as to how to prevent abuse and ensure
humane conditions for domesticated elephants. Until an alternative is developed tourism at least helps to
temporarily fix the elephant unemployment issue and with proper education conscientious tourists can
ensure that safe working conditions for elephants are the industry norm.

Here are some questions to ask the elephant camps to make sure you’ve chosen a well-run operation.
Also see Environment & Wildlife ( Click here ) for recommended elephant centres and sanctuaries.

» Does the camp employ a veterinarian? Good camps keep their elephants under regular medical
supervision.

» What is its policy on procuring new elephants? Many of the wild-caught animals come from the Thai—
Burmese border.

» How many hours per day do the elephants work? A brisk-paced walk for about four hours per day (with
breaks for eating and drinking in between) is considered adequate exercise.

» How many adults do the elephants carry? Elephants can carry a maximum of 150kg (3301b) of weight on
its back, plus a mahout on its neck. Tally up you and your partner’s combined weight and request a
separate elephant if you tip the scales.

» Are the elephants kept in a shady spot near fresh water and a food source? What do they eat? A



balanced diet includes a mixture of fruit, grasses, bamboo and pineapple shoots.
» Do the elephants have noticeable wounds? This is often a sign of mistreatment.

Diving

The popularity of Thailand’s diving industry places immense pressure on fragile coral sites. To help
preserve the ecology, adhere to these simple rules.

» Avoid touching living marine organisms, standing on coral or dragging equipment (such as fins) across
the reef. Coral polyps can be damaged by even the gentlest contact.

» When treading water in shallow reef areas, be careful not to kick up clouds of sand, which can easily
smother the delicate reef organisms.

» Take great care in underwater caves where your air bubbles can be caught within the roof and leave
previously submerged organisms high and dry.

» Join a coral clean-up campaign that’s sponsored by dive shops.

» Don’t feed the fish or allow your dive operator to dispose of excess food in the water. The fish become
dependent on this food source and don’t tend to the algae on the coral, causing harm to the reef.



VOLUNTEERING

When you travel to another country it is easier to see the areas of suffering much more clearly than you
can in your own country. And Thailand is still technically a developing country, lacking a tight-knit social
safety net and an executed environmental protection program. There are a myriad of organisations in
Thailand to address both the needs of the locals and visitors’ desire to help.

Humanitarian & Educational Work

Education is the primary source for volunteer opportunities. In Thailand, the public schools offer tuition-
free education for 12 years to anyone living legally in the country. The definition of a legal resident
excludes some hill-tribe villagers in the northern mountains and undocumented Burmese refugees and
immigrants. Even for members of these groups who do have the proper documentation, the associated fees
for attending school (such as uniforms, supplies and books) are often too expensive for families to afford.
The incidental fees of an education also exclude many fully recognised but poor citizens living in the
northeast.

Not only is there a need for volunteer teachers but the teaching profession is a revered one and offers
rewarding interactions into a supportive community. If you want more of a cultural challenge than just a
job overseas, look into programs in rural areas where English is limited and foreigners are few. In these
situations, you’ll learn Thai more quickly and observe a way of life with deeper connections to the past.

Northern Thailand, especially Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai, has a number of volunteer opportunities
working with disadvantaged hill-tribe groups. Chiang Mai, Mae Sot and Sangkhlaburi have distressed
communities of Burmese refugees and migrants. There are also many volunteer teaching positions in
northeastern Thailand, the country’s agricultural heartland. The destination chapters also have reviews of
small-scale volunteer opportunities at orphanages and drop-in centres.

The following organisations are worth investigating:

Akha Association for Education and Culture in Thailand (Afect; www.akhathai.org; Chiang Rai) A
hill-tribe-run NGO that operates schools and public information programs in northern Thailand villages.

Andaman Discoveries ( [ 08 7917 7165; www.andamandiscoveries.com; Phang-Nga) Manages a
learning centre for children of Burmese migrants, an orphanage and a school for disabled children in
southern Thailand.

Cultural Canvas Thailand ( [ 08 6920 2451; www.culturalcanvas.com; Chiang Mai) Places volunteers
in migrant learning centres, art programs and other social-justice projects in northern Thailand.

Dragonfly Volunteer Projects ([ZI 08 7963 0056; http://thai-dragonfly.com; Nakhon Ratchasima) Trains
and places volunteers in building, teaching and animal-welfare projects throughout the country.

Isara ( [Z1 0 4246 0827, www.isara.org; Nong Khai) Places English and computer teachers in
underprivileged schools around Thailand; one of the few volunteer programs that are free, and includes
housing and some meals.

LemonGrass Volunteering ( [ 08 1977 5300; www.lemongrass-volunteering.com; Surin) Places
volunteer teachers in classrooms and student camps around Surin, in the northeast.

Open Mind Projects ( ¢/ 0 4241 3578; www.openmindprojects.org; Nong Khai) Offers volunteer
positions in IT, health care, education and community-based ecotourism throughout Thailand.


http://www.akhathai.org
http://www.andamandiscoveries.com
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http://thai-dragonfly.com
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Redemptorist Foundation (www.fr-ray.org; Pattaya) Operates a variety of educational and outreach
programs for disadvantaged people in Pattaya.

Travel to Teach ( [/ 08 4246 0351; www.travel-to-teach.org; Chiang Mai) Offers flexible volunteering
positions in schools, English camps or temples with placements in Mae Hong Son and Chiang Mai.

Volunthai (www.volunthai.com; Bangkok) A family-run operation that places volunteers in teaching
positions at rural schools with homestay accommodation.

Environmental & Animal Welfare Work

As Thailand becomes industrialised, there are continued pressures on the natural environment and the
wild populations of animals. Though the problems are apparent, clear answers are not. There is a strong
environmental movement within the country but their efforts are often disparate and function on a small-
scale. A number of NGOs undertake local conservation efforts, run rescue and sanctuary centres for wild
animals that have been adopted as pets or veterinarian clinics that tend to the domesticated population of
dogs and cats.

The following are centres and sanctuaries that rely on volunteer labour; your hard work is often
rewarded with meaningful interactions with the animals.

Elephant Nature Park ([ 0 5320 8246; www.elephantnaturepark.org; Mae Taeng) Accepts volunteers,
including veterinarians, to help care for the resident elephants.

Highland Farm Gibbon Sanctuary ( [/ 0 9958 0821; www.highland-farm.org; Mae Sot) Gives a
permanent home to orphaned, abandoned and mistreated gibbons; volunteers are asked for a one-month
commitment and to help with daily farm chores.

Starfish Ventures ( [/ 44 800 1974817; www.starfishvolunteers.com) Places volunteers in conservation,
teaching and animal welfare programs throughout Thailand, but mainly in Surin.

Wild Animal Rescue Foundation (WARF; www.warthai.org) Operates the Phuket Gibbon Rehabilitation
Centre and a conservation education centre in Ranong Province on the Andaman Coast. Job placements
include assisting with the daily care of gibbons that are being rehabilitated for life in the wild or counting
and monitoring sea-turtle nests.

Wildlife Friends of Thailand Rescue Centre (www.wfft.org) Puts volunteers to work caring for sun
bears, macaques and gibbons at its animal rescue centre outside of Phetchaburi.


http://www.fr-ray.org
http://www.travel-to-teach.org
http://www.volunthai.com
http://www.elephantnaturepark.org
http://www.highland-farm.org
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islands & beaches

Best Beaches for Diving & Snorkelling

Ko Tao Gulf island where everyone learns to dive.
Ko Kradan Andaman snorkelling heaven; popular with daytrippers.

Khao Lak Gateway to the world-renowned Surin and Similan Islands and Burma Banks.

Ko Lanta Underappreciated Andaman dive sites, conveniently close.

Best Islands & Beaches for Kids

Dolphin Bay Low-key scenic bay close to Bangkok.

Hua Hin International Gulf mainland resort with a long coastline.

Ko Ngai (Trang Islands): Shallow tropical Andaman bay with coral reefs.
Ko Lanta Sand, sea, eat, repeat — and nap under a coconut tree.

Best Party Beaches

Ko Samui Get your beach drunk on in Hat Chaweng,
Ko Pha-Ngan The full moon turns everyone into a party werewolf.
Ko Phi-Phi The sauce-loving sorority sister of Thai party beaches.

Top of section




PLANNING YOUR TRIP

The monsoon rains and peak tourist season are two factors determining when to go and which islands and
beaches to pick. The rainy weather varies between the two coasts and there are dry and wet
microclimates as well as seasonal severity of rains.

When To Go

BEST TIMES

» March to April The hot, dry season means that the days are mostly rain-free and the tourist crowds have
mostly returned home.

» Late October to November In Ko Chang and the Andaman, this is an ideal shoulder season near the
end of the rains and before the end-of-year holidaymakers arrive. The Gulf gets a second rainy season
from October to December.

TIMES TO AVOID

» May to October The monsoon rains arrive, some hotels shut-down and boat travel can be interrupted
by storms. The Gulf tends to stay dry from May to June with rains typically starting in July.

» December to February Peak tourist season on Thai islands and beaches. Rates soar and beaches are
packed. The Gulf coast gets a second rainy season from October to December.

All the tropical stereotypes apply to the Thai beaches: white stoles of sand punctuated by arcing palm
trees and jewel-toned waters. The bays are shallow, warm and gentle and often fringed by coral reefs,
making Thailand a major dive and snorkelling destination.

OVERVIEW OF THAILAND’S ISLANDS & BEACHES

PACKAGE,
BEACHES HIGH-END BACKPACKERS FAMILIES PARTIES
TOURISTS

Ko Chang & Eastern Seaboard

DIV
SNOR]

Ko Samet v’ v v’

Ko Chang v v v v
Ko Wai v v v
Ko Mak v v v

Ko Kut



Hua Hin & the Southern Gulf
Hua Hin v

Pranburi & &
Around

Ban Krut
Bang

Saphan Yai
Ko Samui & the Lower Gulf

v

Ko Samui v
Ko Pha-

Ngan v’
Ko Tao v v
Ang Thong v
Ao

Khanom -
Phuket & the Andaman Coast
Ko Chang i
(Ranong)

Ko Phayam v
Surin &

Similan

Islands

Ko Yao v v
Phuket v v
Ao Nang v

Railay v v



Ko Phi-Phi +
Ko Jum v

Ko Lanta

Trang
Islands

Ko Bulon
Leh

Ko Tarutao
Ko Lipe v

Ko Adang



culture & cuisine
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Best Cities for Eating

Bangkok Great street eats, tasty international comfort food, high-end dining too.
Hua Hin Seafood, seafood and seafood, plus some noodles for a change.

Chiang Rai Nosh on northern cuisine like a local.

Chiang Mai Market meals, northern specialities, Burmese eats and sushi and salads.

Best Hill-Tribe Treks

Chiang Mai Well-developed trekking scene for organising a quick foray.

Chiang Rai Many hill-tribe outreach projects are funded through treks.

Mae Hong Son More remote setting with more involved experiences.

Mae Sariang Even more remote than Mae Hong Son but developing a responsible-tourism reputation.

Best Hang-Out Towns

Pai Hippie hang-out in a pretty mountain valley.

Prachuap Khiri Khan Escape the crowds in this seaside town.

Nong Khai Cycle around this pleasant Mekong River town.

Mae Salong Ethnic Chinese village sits atop a mountain ridge cultivated with tea plantations.



PLANNING YOUR TRIP

The monsoon rains and seasonal temperatures are two factors determining when to go. The bulk of the
country experiences one rainy season, followed by ‘winter’ (when it is cool and dry) then ‘summer’
(when it is hot and dry). High season in Chiang Mai and the north is during the winter months (November
to February) and advance reservations on lodging and transport are recommended during Songkran in
April.

When to Go

BEST TIMES

» November to February The winter season has cool temperatures and the northern mountains are still
green from the previous months’ rains. In higher elevations it can be cold at night. This is the best time to
do trekking or waterfall spotting.

» June to October The rainy season isn’t the best time to do a northern trek but it is ideal for seeing rice-
planting season, especially in the northeast, which gets less rain than the rest of the country.

TIMES TO AVOID

» March to May The summer season is oppressively hot and dry. The landscape becomes parched and in
Chiang Mai and northern Thailand the agricultural fields are burned for the next year’s crop creating a
smoky haze.

Though it might be poorly signed in English, Thailand is one massive museum for those who know how to
look for it. Each Thai town follows the same blueprint — revolving around a temple and a day market, as
food and religion are the centrepieces of daily life. The famous Thai temples exemplify the artistic
evolution of the kingdom — the inheritance of Buddhism, which came from Sri Lanka, the imposing
military style of the Khmer empire, and the emergence of a distinct Thai artistic personality.

The day market is another indicator of geography and cultural affiliations. Here you’ll find the standard
repertoire of colourful fruits piled up like miniature pyramids and standard vegetables that get shipped
across the country in small pick-up trucks. A requisite visit to the local day market will reveal the
region’s agricultural specialities, quirky forest herbs and culinary tool-kit. Antiquated coconut grinders
appear in the southern markets while sugarcane pressers across the country squeeze out nature’s original
sweet drink from an unlikely looking source. Northern markets prepare blue-hued sticky rice desserts that
look like something dreamed up by Willy Wonka.

TOP CULTURAL TOWNS

Bangkok First stop for culture vultures bulking up on Thai history.

Chiang Mai Northern Thailand’s cultural repository of temples and architecture.
Ayuthaya Crumbling ruins from a once-great capital.

Sukhothai Can’t do Ayuthaya without Sukhothai, a well-preserved ancient city.
Kanchanaburi Unlikely WWII sightseeing town plus cave temples and scenic drives.
Ubon Ratchathani Rewarding wandering, temples and museums in a pleasant Isan city.

Radiating out from the market is the commercial strip, typically where Thai-Chinese families have built
mercantile enterprises selling utilitarian necessities ranging from paint to motorcycles. A few towns still
boast the old wooden shophouses that once dominated the mercantile districts more than half a century
ago. Roads in the commercial centre are divided into lanes (called soi) and lanes are divided into alleys;
if you follow one or the other you’ll eventually end up in someone’s living room, usually an open-air



porch where a child is being bathed from an earthenware basin or where a sarong-clad grandmother
keeps tabs on neighbourhood gossip.

ANISIND 3 3UMNLTIND 4IHL WNOA

Regardless of the similarities seen across Thailand, every region has its own collective personality,
which is reflected in the language, architecture and food that provide a new dimension to the familiar
template of Thai towns. The border regions are unique cross-pollinations of cultures separated by
arbitrary geopolitical lines. In the north, the cultures are akin to the mountainous regions of Burma and
Laos, while the northeast shares its cultural heritage with the dry plains of Laos and Cambodia. Added to
this, is the Chinese influence, most notably visible in the Chinatowns in a number of cities. Appreciating
these different influences helps build a deeper cultural understanding of a superficially monolithic culture.

TOP HANDICRAFT VILLAGES & MARKETS

Ko Kret Little island near Bangkok makes pottery the old-fashioned Mon way.

Hang Dong Northern Thailand’s centre for furniture and decorative arts, just outside Chiang Mai.
Ban Tha Sawang Renowned silk-weaving centre near Surin.

Mae Sot Border town selling Burmese handicrafts at local shops and markets.

Nan Textiles, jewellery and other northern handicrafts make for in-situ shopping.




The best ways to explore these differences and the various attractions of must-see towns is to go on a
walk-about, sampling street food, poking around the commercial centre and catching local transport to
outlying attractions. For more information on the food staples of different regions, Click here .



travel with children
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Best Regions for Kids

EASTERN SEABOARD & KO CHANG

Families with children flock to Ko Chang. Shallow seas are kind to young swimmers and the low evening
tides make for good beachcombing. Older children will like the interior jungle, elephant camp and
mangrove kayaking. Neighbouring islands Ko Wai and Ko Kut have clear water.

SOUTHERN GULF

Hua Hin attracts an international crowd and has a long sandy coastline for pint-sized marathons and
hillside temples for monkey spotting. Phetchaburi’s cave temples often deliver a bat sighting. Ban Krut
and Bang Saphan Yai are so casual you can wake up and play in the waves before breakfast.

KO SAMUI & LOWER GULF
Older children can snorkel Ko Tao without worry. Ko Samui, especially its northern beaches, is a hit with
pram-pushers and toddlers, while Chaweng appeals to older kids.

PHUKET & ANDAMAN COAST
As well as the beach, Phuket has amusements galore, though steer clear of the Patong party scene. There
are at least a dozen islands along this coast where families can frolic in the sea.

Thailand for Children

Thais are serious ‘cute’ connoisseurs and exotic-looking foreign children rank higher on their adorable
meter than stuffed animals and fluffy dogs. Children are instant celebrities and attract almost paparazzi-
like attention that eclipses the natural shyness of Thai people.

Babies do surprisingly well with their new-found stardom, soaking up adoration from gruff taxi drivers
who transform into loving uncles wanting to play a game of peekaboo (called ‘ ja dir’). If you’ve got a
babe in arms, the food vendors will often offer to hold the child while you eat, taking the child for a brief
stroll to visit the other vendors.

At a certain age, kids develop stranger anxiety, which doesn’t mix well with the Thai passion for
children. The author’s four-year-old spent a lot of time in Thailand hiding behind her skirt when the ladies
would come a calling. Often she had to strategically shield him from their love pinches. In these cases,
she would explain that he was ‘shy’ ( “ ki aye ’ ), a polite way of bowing out of further interaction. For the
preschool set, who are becoming self-conscious but still have major cute quotient, we recommend
sticking to tourist centres instead of trotting off to far-flung places where foreigners, especially children,
will attract too much attention.

To smooth out the usual road bumps of dragging children from place to place, check out Lonely Planet’s
Travel with Children, which contains useful advice on how to cope with kids on the road, with a focus on
travel in developing countries.

Children’s Highlights
Of the many destinations in Thailand, children will especially enjoy the beaches, as most are shallow,
gentle bays good for beginner swimmers. The further south you go, the clearer the water and where there
are near-shore reefs curious fish will swim by for a visit.

Animal amusements abound in Thailand, but animal conditions and treatment are often sub-par
compared with standards in the West. Elephant rides, bamboo rafting and other outdoor activities around



Chiang Mai and Kanchanaburi are more animal- and kid-friendly. Many of the beach resorts, such as
Phuket and Ko Chang, also have wildlife encounters, waterfall spotting and organised water sports ideal
for children aged six years and older.

Bangkok is great fun for those in awe of construction sites: the city is filled with cranes, jackhammers
and concrete-pouring trucks. Then there’s the aboveground Skytrain and shopping malls complete with
escalators (a preschool favourite). The city’s immense shopping options will appeal to the tweens and
teens. For sights that will interest kids, see the boxed text, Click here .

Kids on a train kick might like an overnight journey. On the train they can walk around and they’re
assigned the lower sleeping berths with views of the stations. The author’s son’s favourite part of their
five-week trip through Thailand was the speedboats they took to get around the Ko Chang archipelago.
The child also got very excited when the hotel had two soaps, a reminder that children are adorably easily
pleased. And the mosquito net they slept under in Ko Kut became their very own ‘bat cave’.

Even the temples can be engaging places for children. The climb to the hilltop temples are a great way
to expend energy and some of the forested hills have resident monkeys and cave shrines. Merit-making at
a Buddhist temple is surprisingly child-friendly — there’s the burning joss sticks, the bowing in front of the
Buddha and the rubbing of gold leaf on the central image. It is a very active process that kids can be a part
of. Also most temples have a fortune-telling area, where you shake a bamboo container until a numbered
stick falls out. The number corresponds to a printed fortune. A variation on this is to make a donation into
a pot (or in some cases an automated machine) corresponding to the day of the week you were born and
retrieve the attached fortune.

Planning & Practicalities

Amenities specially geared towards young children — such as child-safety seats for cars, high chairs in
restaurants or nappy-changing facilities in public restrooms — are virtually nonexistent in Thailand.
Therefore parents will have to be extra resourceful in seeking out substitutes or just follow the example of
Thai families (which means holding smaller children on their laps much of the time).

EATING WITH KIDS AUSTIN BUSH

Dining with children, particularly with infants, in Thailand is a liberating experience as the Thais are
so fond of kids. Take it for granted that your babies will be fawned over, played with, and more than
not, carried around, by restaurant wait staff. Regard this as a much-deserved break, not to mention a
bit of free cultural exposure.

Because much of Thai food is so spicy, there is also an entire art devoted to ordering ‘safe’ dishes
for children, and the vast majority of Thai kitchens are more than willing to oblige.

In general Thai children don’t start to eat spicy food until primary school, before then they
seemingly survive on kbw née-o (sticky rice) and jelly snacks. Other kid-friendly meals include
chicken in all of its nonspicy permutations — gai yahng (grilled chicken), gai tort (fried chicken) and
gai pat mét ma-moo-ang (chicken stir-fried with cashew nuts) — as well as kai jee-o (Thai-style
omelette). A mild option includes kbw man gai, Hainanese chicken rice.

Baby formula and nappies (diapers) are available at minimarkets and 7-Elevens in the larger towns and
cities, but the sizes are usually small, smaller and smallish. If your kid wears size 3 or larger, head to
Tesco Lotus, Big C or Tops Market stores. Nappy rash cream is sold at the pharmacies.

Hauling around little ones can be a challenge. Thailand’s footpaths are often too crowded to push a
pram, especially today’s full-size SUV versions. Instead opt for a compact umbrella stroller that can



squeeze past the fire hydrant and the mango cart and that can be folded up and thrown in a tuk-tik. A baby
pack is also useful but make sure that the child’s head doesn’t sit higher than yours: there are lots of
hanging obstacles poised at forehead level.

Health & Safety

For the most part parents needn’t worry too much about health concerns, although it pays to lay down a
few ground rules (such as regular hand washing) to head off potential medical problems. Children should
be warned not to play with animals as rabies is relatively common in Thailand and many dogs are better
at barking and eating garbage than being pets.

Mosquito bites often leave big welts on children. If your child is bitten, there are a variety of locally
produced balms that can reduce swelling and itching. All the usual health precautions apply.

Children familiar with urban environments will do well in Thailand’s cities, where traffic is chaotic
and pedestrian paths are congested. Thai cities are very loud and can be a sensory overload for young
children. Be sure that your child cooperates with your safety guidelines before heading out as it will be
difficult for them to focus on your instructions amid all the street noise.



regions at a glance
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Bangkok

Food
Nightlife
Shopping

CLASSIC SIAM

Beyond the modern veneer of this megacity are the flamboyant royal temples that cradle the revered
symbols of Thai Buddhism. The great temples built along Chao Phraya River were a show of strength for
the resurrected Siam after its ancient and devastating war with Burma. Today these temples are both
national pilgrimage sites and the country’s greatest displays of classical art and architecture.

MORE IS BETTER

This multiwatt mega city peddles excess in every permutation, from the skyscraper mountain ranges and
luxe malls to the never-ending traffic jams and late-night after-hours clubs. Food can be found everywhere
from pushcarts to grease-stained wok shops and it is all delicious. The city’s cosmopolitan upbringing
shines in fine dining and fashion-minded cafes. Shopping flourishes in crisp modern malls and humble

streetside markets, including Chatuchak, a super-sized collection of tented stalls selling everything that
can be peddled.

TOAST THE STARS

The quintessential night out in Bangkok is still a plastic table filled with sweating Beer Changs but this
aspirational city capitalises on its skyscraper towers with half a dozen rooftop bars, where the breezes
are cool and the cocktails are fizzy. Bangkok’s legions of young and hip university students are always out
on the town, filling music clubs with the latest indie beats or hangar-like entertainment zones that offer a
buffet of eating, dancing and drinking,

Click here

*

Central Thailand

Culture/History
Mountains
Festivals



MOTHER WATERS

This fertile river plain is Thailand’s cultural heartland, which birthed the once-dominant ancient kingdom
of Ayuthaya. Today the Ayuthaya ruins are a Unesco World Heritage Site and a must-stop along the culture
trail. Amiable Lopburi and its ancient ruins, some of which are informally ruled by a troop of monkeys,
can be visited in a day. Loi Krathong is celebrated in Bang Pa-In palace with great spectacle.

MOUNTAIN JOURNEYS

The subdued town of Kanchanaburi played an unlikely role in WWII when Japanese forces used Allied
POWs to build the infamous Death Railway. It is also the gateway to the misty mountains of southwestern
Thailand leading all the way to the Burmese border. Rivers and waterfalls carve the contours and a

collection of parks makes this one of Thailand’s wildest corners.
Click here

Ko Chang & Eastern Seaboard

Beaches
Diving/Snorkelling
Small Towns

A CHAIN OF ISLANDS

Jungle-covered Ko Chang and a collection of smaller islands stake out one last territorial claim in the
Gulf’s warm waters before ceding to Cambodia. Overland travellers en route to coastal Cambodia and
Russian package tourists claim Ko Chang for its tropical ambience, dive sites and thriving party scene.
Further afield, quiet Ko Kut excels in seaside seclusion, Ko Mak boasts a laid-back island vibe and little
Ko Wai, with its clear, reef-filled waters, has the prettiest views you’ve ever seen.

PROVINCIAL PROMINENCE
Tourists often overlook the eastern seaboard’s small towns of Chanthaburi, famous for a weekend gem
market, and Trat, a transit link to Ko Chang. But these provincial towns are charming for their

ordinariness and middle-class prosperity, not found on the islands.
Click here

¢

Chiang Mai Province
Culture/History



Food
Nightlife

LANNA LATITUDES

A refreshing counterpoint to Bangkok’s mayhem, charming Chiang Mai proudly displays northern
Thailand’s unique history and culture in its antique fortified city. Culture geeks flock here for sightseeing,
cooking courses, language classes and massage training. During Songkran the city goes famously wild in
an all-out water war. Beyond the old city gates are hip hang-outs and clubs where the uni students keep
the city pointed into the future.

CURRIES & NOODLES
Northern Thailand has its own versions of standard Thai dishes, reflecting its cooler climate and
proximity to Yunnan and Burma. The curries are hardy, and pork dominates the grill. The dining scene is

down to earth, concentrating on flavours instead of fads.
Click here

L

Northern Thailand

Culture/History
Mountains
Food

ANCIENT KINGDOMS

In olden times, rival city-states with their fortressed walls and sandstone Buddhist monuments sprang up
throughout the upper plains of northern Thailand, defining important artistic and historical periods for the
country. Sukhothai and its peaceful ancient city is the most atmospheric of them all and an easy detour
north to Chiang Mai.

MISTY MORNINGS

Further north the terrain becomes rugged as it climbs into the highlands shared with Laos and Burma.
Winding roads and scenic vistas are highlights of Chiang Rai and Mae Hong Son Provinces. And tucked
into high-altitude valleys are ethnic minorities whose traditional practices continue to fascinate modern
globe-trekkers. The regional menu in the north is a melange of Thai, Shan and Yunnan, catered by small
dusty markets.

Click here



A

Northeastern Thailand

Culture/History
Food
Festivals

ANCIENT ANGKOR

The northeast was once a remote frontier of the great Angkor empire, based in present-day Cambodia,
which built miniature versions of fantastic Angkor Wat throughout the countryside, still a frontier in some
ways.

POWERED BY STICKY RICE

This rice-growing region is intimately tied to the agricultural clock and draws a regional pride from the
local staple. The rainy season heralds the planting of tender green shoots still done by hand. Homestays in
the region place visitors smack dab in the middle of the paddies complete with impervious water
buffaloes. Local festivals put on an authentic cultural displays of folk beliefs and traditional dancing and
music that can’t be found anywhere else in the country.

Click here

Hua Hin & the Southern Gulf

Culture/History
Beaches
Small Towns

ROYAL COAST

Successive Thai kings escaped Bangkok’s stifling climate to this coastal getaway. Bangkok Thais follow
in their footsteps today, stopping in Phetchaburi to tour an historic hilltop palace and cave shrines, and
then on to Hua Hin, a mod-con seaside retreat. The region’s coastline is long and inviting and not nearly
as crowded as every other beach resort in Thailand. Honeymooners and families will appreciate this
short cut to the beach.

SURF & TURF

This coastal region is an excellent combination of sea and city for beach-lovers looking for a sense of
place. Prachuap Khiri Khan is a mellow small town with stunning karst scenery, and Hua Hin and
Phetchaburi both boast atmospheric shophouse districts indicative of Thailand’s coastal cities settled by



Chinese merchants.
Click here

.

Ko Samui & the Lower Gulf

Beaches
Diving/Snorkelling

DIVER DOWN

The three Samui sister islands, with their various charms, have been pursued by smitten island-hoppers
for decades. The warm gentle seas and wallet-friendly prices keep Ko Tao as one of the globe’s best
places to learn how to dive. Just offshore are snorkelling spots that make fish-spotting fun and easy.

BRONZING BODIES

Next door is Ko Pha-Ngan, known for lunar parties and coastal loafing. Gone are the thatch shacks but the
layabout vibe remains. And finally professional Samui caters to international tastes, high-end resorts and
active vacationers who fly in and out with purpose. A daytrip dreamboat, Ang Thong National Park is a
stunning collection of hulking limestone mountains jutting out of azure seas.

Click here

A

Phuket & the Andaman Coast

Beaches
Diving/Snorkelling

COUSTEAU TERRITORY

Big fish, pristine coral, clear waters — diving and snorkelling sites dot the coast all the way from the
world-renowned Similan and Surin National Marine Parks to the Malaysian border. Most visitors pack a
snorkel set in their day bags for impromptu sessions.

KARST CATHEDRALS

All along the Andaman limestone mountains fringed with beardlike vegetation jut out of jewel-coloured
waters with monumental stature. The spectacle is breathtaking and enhanced by a variety of sports, based
in Krabi and Ko Yao, that turns the landscape into an outdoor playground.



JUST PHUKET
Thailand’s leading international beach destination excels in comfort for the holidaying masses. Resorts
specialise in design and pampering and the modern convenience of an airport delivers time-crunched

visitors from sky to shore faster.
Click here
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LAMPANG PROVINCE

Around LLampang
Chiang Rai

Mae Salong (Santikhiri)
Mae Sai
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Sop Ruak

Chiang Khong

Phayao
Phrae
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Phitsanulok
Sukhothai
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TAK PROVINCE
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Um Phang & Around
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Sakon Nakhon
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MUKDAHAN PROVINCE
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Pranburi & Around
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Prachuap Khiri Khan
Ban Krut & Bang Saphan Yai

Chumphon
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PHUKET & THE ANDAMAN COAST
Ranong Town

Ko Chang

Ko Phayam
Laem Son National Park

Khao Sok National Park

Khao [L.ak & Around

Surin Islands Marine National Park
Similan Islands Marine National Park
Phang-Nga Town & Ao Phang-Nga
Ko Yao

PHUKET ISLAND

Phuket Town

Ko Sireh

Rawai

Hat Kata

Hat Karon

Hat Patong

Hat Kamala

Hat Surin

Ao Bang Thao

Sirinat National Park
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Ko Lanta

TRANG PROVINCE
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Why Go?

Formerly the epitome of the elderly Asian metropolis, in recent years Bangkok has gone under the knife
and emerged as a rejuvenated starlet. Her wrinkles haven’t totally been erased, but you might not notice
them behind the ever-expanding public-transport system, air-conditioned mega-malls and international-
standard restaurants.

But don’t take this to mean that there’s no more ‘real’ Bangkok. The Royal Palace and Wat Phra Kaew
still sparkle just as they did more than 200 years ago, and the BTS (Skytrain) has had little impact on the
shophouses of Banglamphu or the canals of Thonburi. To really experience the Bangkok of today, it’s
necessary to explore both of these worlds. Take the MRT (Metro) to hectic Chinatown or the klorng boat
to the chic Central World mall, and along the way we’re certain you’ll find that the old personality and
that new face culminate in one sexy broad indeed.

When to Go

According to the World Meteorological Organisation, Bangkok is one of the hottest cities in the world. To
make things worse, there’s very little fluctuation in the temperature, and the average high sways between a
stifling 32°C and an incrementally more stifling 34°C. The rainy season runs from approximately May to
October, during when the city receives as much as 300mm of rain a month.

Virtually the only break from the relentless heat and humidity comes during Bangkok’s winter, a few
weeks of relative coolness in December/January.

Best Places to Eat

» nahm ( Click here )

» Chinatown’s street food ( Click here )
» MBK Food Court ( Click here )

» Krua Apsorn ( Click here )

» Kai Thort Jay Kee ( Click here )

Best Places to Stay

» AriyasomVilla ( Click here )

» Metropolitan ( Click here )

» Siam Heritage ( Click here )

» Siam@Siam ( Click here )

» Lamphu Tree House ( Click here )






Bangkok Highlights

@ Skipping between sightseeing spots aboard the Chao Phraya Express (Click here )

@ Exploring the streets of old Bangkok, including Ko Ratanakosin ( Click here ), on foot

© Learning to make authentic Thai dishes at one of Bangkok’s numerous cooking schools ( Click
here )

© Toasting the stars and the twinkling skyscraper lights atop a rooftop bar, such as Moon Bar at
Vertigo or Sirocco Sky Bar (Click here )

© Getting blissfully pounded into submission at one of the city’s terrific-value Thai massage
centres (Click here )

© Eating yourself into a stupor on the streets of Chinatown (Click here )

@ Getting out of the city and visiting the nearby canalside town of Amphawa (Click here )

History

The centre of government and culture in Thailand today, Bangkok was a historical miracle during a time
of turmoil. Following the fall of Ayuthaya in 1767, the kingdom fractured into competing forces, from
which General Taksin emerged as a decisive unifier. He established his base in Thonburi, on the western
bank of Mae Nam Chao Phraya (Chao Phraya River), a convenient location for sea trade from the Gulf of
Thailand. Taksin proved more of a military strategist than a popular ruler. He was later deposed by
another important military general, Chao Phraya Chakri, who in 1782 moved the capital across the river
to a more defensible location in anticipation of a Burmese attack. The succession of his son in 1809
established the present-day royal dynasty, and Chao Phraya Chakri is referred to as Rama L.

Court officials envisioned the new capital as a resurrected Ayuthaya, complete with an island district
(Ko Ratanakosin) carved out of the swampland and cradling the royal court (the Grand Palace) and a
temple to the auspicious Emerald Buddha (Wat Phra Kaew). The emerging city, which was encircled by a
thick wall, was filled with stilt and floating houses ideally adapted to seasonal flooding.

Modernity came to the capital in the late 19th century as European aesthetics and technologies filtered
east. During the reigns of Rama IV (King Mongkut) and Rama V (King Chulalongkorn), Bangkok received
its first paved road (Th Charoen Krung) and a new royal district (Dusit) styled after European palaces.

Bangkok was still a gangly town when soldiers from the American war in Vietham came to rest and
relax in the city’s go-go bars and brothels. It wasn’t until the boom years of the 1980s and *90s that
Bangkok exploded into a fully fledged metropolis crowded with hulking skyscrapers and an endless spill
of concrete that gobbled up rice paddies and green space. The city’s extravagant tastes were soon tamed
by the 1997 economic meltdown, the effects of which can still be seen in the numerous half-built
skyscrapers.

BANGKOKIN...

ONE DAY
Get up as early as you can and take the Chao Phraya Express north to Nonthaburi Market . On
your way back, hop off at Tha Chang to explore the museums and temples of Ko Ratanakosin,
followed by lunch in Banglamphu .

After freshening up, get a new perspective on the city with sunset cocktails at one of the rooftop
bars , followed by an upscale Thai dinner at nahm .



TWO DAYS

Allow the BT to whisk you to various shopping destinations and a visit to Jim Thompson House ,
punctuated by a buffet lunch at one of the city’s hotels. Wrap up the daylight hours with a traditional
Thai massage . Then work off those calories at the dance clubs of RCA .

THREE DAYS
Spend a day at Chatuchak Weekend Market or if it’s a weekday, enrol in a cooking school . Now

that you’re accustomed to Bangkok’s noise, pollution and traffic, you’re ready for a street-food
dinner in Chinatown.

FOUR DAYS
At this point you may be itching to get out of the city. Convenient escapes include Ko Kret , a car-
less island north of Bangkok, or taking a long-tail boat to ride through Thonburi’s canals .

© SIGHTS

In recent years Bangkok has yet again started to redefine itself, and projects such as the BTS (Skytrain)
and MRT (Metro) have begun to address the city’s notorious traffic problems, while simultaneously
providing the city with a modern face. A spate of giant air-conditioned mega-malls has some parts of the
city looking a lot like Singapore, and despite recent bouts of political unrest, the general atmosphere is
hectic but stable. It seems like only a matter of time before Bangkok's modernisation reaches the lever of
other leading Asian capitals.

KO RATANAKOSIN, BANGLAMPHU & THONBURI / /

Welcome to Bangkok’s birthplace. The vast city we know today emerged from Ko Ratanakosin, a tiny
virtual island (‘Ko’) made by dredging a canal around Mae Nam Chao Phraya during the late 18th century.
Within this area you’ll find the glittering temples and palaces that most visitors associate with the city. Ko
Ratanakosin’s riverfront setting is also home to several museums, markets and universities. All these
sights are within walking distance of each other and are best visited early in the morning before the day
comes to a boil.

Adjacent Banglamphu suffers from an extreme case of bipolar disorder, encompassing both the most
characteristically old-school-Bangkok part of town as well as Th Khao San, a brash, neon-lit
decompression zone for international backpackers. Depending on which one you fancy, it’s not difficult to
escape the other — another of Banglamphu’s charms. The bulk of Bangkok’s classic buildings are found in
this area, as well as lots of authentic Bangkok cuisine and culture.

Directly across the river is Thonburi, which served a brief tenure as the Thai capital after the fall of
Ayuthaya. Today the area along both sides of the river is easily accessed from Bangkok’s cross-river
ferries, and there are museums and temples in Thonburi that are historical complements to those in Ko
Ratanakosin.

Despite the abundance of attractions, Ko Ratanakosin and Banglamphu are still isolated from the more
modern forms of public transport. The Chao Phraya River Express is probably the most efficient way of
reaching the area, and the klorng (canal; also spelt khlong ) taxi along Khlong Saen Saeb to eastern
Banglamphu is another convenient option if you’re coming from the Siam Square or Sukhumvit areas. The
closest BTS station is Ratchathewi .

If you’re planning on doing some extensive exploring in the area, consider borrowing one of the free
Green Bangkok Bikes (see the boxed text,Click here ) available at five bike stations within the district.



Ko Ratanakosin, Banglamphu & Thonburi

@ Top Sights
Grand Palace C5
Wat Pho D6

@ Sights

1 Amulet Market C4

2 Ban Baht (Monk's Bowl Village)G5
Buddhaisawan (Phutthaisawan) Chapel (see 8)

3 Corrections Museum G6




Emerald Buddha (see 17)

4 Golden Mount H4

5 Lak Meuang (City Pillar) D5

6 Museum of Siam D7

7 National Gallery D3

8 National Museum C3

9 Queen's Gallery G3

10 Royal Barges National Museum A2
11 Saan Jao Phitsanu F5

12 Sao Ching-Cha F5

13 Songkran Niyosane Forensic Medicine Museum & Parasite Museum B3
14 Thewa Sathaan F5

15 Wat Arun C7

16 Wat Bowonniwet F2

17 Wat Phra Kaew D5

18 Wat Ratchanatdaram WorawihanG4
19Wat SaketH4

20 Wat Suthat F5

21 Wat Tritosathep G2

Activities, Courses & Tours

22 Grasshopper Adventures F3

International Buddhist Meditation Centre(see 26)
23 Khao A7

Meditation Study and Retreat Center (see 26)

24 Segway Tour Thailand C4
25 Sor Vorapin Gym D2

26 Wat Mahathat C4

27 Wat Pho Thai Traditional Medical and Massage SchoolC7
© Sleeping

28 Arun Residence C7

29 Aurum: The River Place D7

30 Baan Chantra F1

31 Baan Sabai D2

32 Buddy Boutique Hotel B7

33 Chakrabongse Villas D7
34 Diamond House E1

35 Fortville Guesthouse E1
36 Hotel Dé Moc G2

37 Lamphu House E2

38 Lamphu Tree HouseG2
39 NapPark Hostel B6

40 Navalai River Resort D1
41 New Merry V Guest House D2
42 New Siam Riverside D2

43 Old Bangkok Inn G3
44 Penpark Place E1




45 Praya PalaazzoD1

46 Rajata Hotel F1

47 Rikka Inn B7

48 Sam Sen Sam E1

49 Viengtai Hotel A6

50 Villa Cha-Cha B6

51 Wild Orchid Villa D2

% Eating

52 Ann's Sweet E1
53 Arawy F4

54 Chote Chitr E5
55 Hemlock D2

56 Jay Fai G4

57 Khunkung B5
58 Krua ApsornF4
59 May Kaidee E1
60 Poj Spa Kar E5
61 Ranee’s A7

62 Shoshana A6
63 Thip Samai G4
© Drinking
Amorosa (see 28)
64 Center Khao San A7
65 Gazebo D3

66 Hippie de Bar A7
67 Molly Bar B7

Mulligans (see 32)
68 Phranakorn Bar E3

Rolling Bar (see 38)
69 Roof Bar A7
70 Taksura E3

& Entertainment

71 Ad Here the 13th E1

Brick Bar (see 32)

72 Club Culture G4

73 National Theatre D3

74 Ratchadamnoen Stadium H2

© Shopping

75 Book Lover E2

76 RimKhobFah Bookstore F3

77 Saraban B7

78 Shaman Bookstore B7

79 Taekee Taekon D1

80 Th Khao San Market A7
Information

81 Bangkok Information Center C2




82 Tourism Authority of ThailandH?
83 Tourist Information BoothC5

85Tourist Information BoothB6
84Tourist Information BoothA6
Transport

86 Air AsiaB7

87 Thai Airways InternationalH3

Ko Ratanakosin
Bangkok’s biggest and gaudiest tourist sites float regally on this artificial island. The river ferry pier at
Tha Chang is the most convenient access point.

&

DRESS FOR THE OCCASION

Most of Bangkok’s biggest tourist attractions are sacred places, and visitors should dress and behave
appropriately. In particular at Wat Phra Kaew, the Grand Palace and in Dusit Park, you won’t be
allowed to enter unless you’re well covered. Shorts, sleeveless shirts or spaghetti-strap tops, short
skirts, capri pants — basically anything that reveals more than your arms (certainly don’t show your
shoulders) knees and head — are not allowed. This applies to men and women. Violators can expect
to be shown into a dressing room and loaned a sarong before being allowed to go in.

For walking in the courtyard areas you are supposed to wear shoes with closed heels and toes,
although these rules aren’t as zealously enforced. Regardless, footwear should always be removed
before entering any main boht (chapel) or wi-hdhn (sanctuary). When sitting in front of a Buddha
image, tuck your feet behind you to avoid the highly offensive pose of pointing your feet towards a
revered figure.

Wat Phra Kaew &
Grand Palace BUDDHIST TEMPLE, PALACE COMPOUND
( / ; Click here ; admission 350B; ' 8.30am-3.30pm; bus

503, 508, river ferry Tha Chang) Also known as the Temple of the Emerald Buddha, Wat Phra Kaew
Offline map is the colloquial name of the vast, fairy-tale compound that also includes the former
residence of the Thai monarch, the Grand Palace.

This ground was consecrated in 1782, the first year of Bangkok rule, and is today Bangkok’s biggest
tourist attraction and a pilgrimage destination for devout Buddhists and nationalists. The 94.5-hectare
grounds encompass more than 100 buildings that represent 200 years of royal history and architectural
experimentation. Most of the architecture, royal or sacred, can be classified as Ratanakosin (or old-
Bangkok style).

Housed in a fantastically decorated boht (chapel) and guarded by pairs of yaksha (mythical giants), the
Emerald Buddha is the temple’s primary attraction. It sits atop an elevated altar, barely visible amid the
gilded decorations. The diminutive figure is always cloaked in royal robes, one for each season (hot, cool
and rainy). In a solemn ceremony, the king (or in recent years, the crown prince) changes the garments at
the beginning of each season. Recently restored Buddhist murals line the interior walls of the boht, and
the murals of the Ramakian (the Thai version of the Indian epic the Ramayana ) line the inside walls of
the temple compound. Originally painted during the reign of Rama I (1782-1809) and also recently



restored, the murals illustrate the epic in its entirety, beginning at the north gate and moving clockwise
around the compound.

Except for an anteroom here and there, the buildings of the Grand Palace Offline map Google map
(Phra Borom Maharatchawong) are now put to use by the king only for certain ceremonial occasions, such
as Coronation Day.

Borombhiman Hall (eastern end), a French-inspired structure that served as a residence for Rama VI,
is occasionally used to house visiting foreign dignitaries. The building to the west is Amarindra Hall ,
originally a hall of justice but used today for coronation ceremonies.

TRAVELS OF THE EMERALD BUDDHA

The Emerald Buddha (Phra Kaew Morakot) holds a prominent position in Thai Buddhism in spite of
its size (a mere 66cm) and original material (probably jasper quartz or nephrite jade rather than
emerald). In fact, the Emerald Buddha was just another ordinary image, with no illustrious pedigree,
until its monumental ‘coming out’ in 15th-century Chiang Rai. During a fall, the image revealed its
luminescent interior, which had been covered with plaster (a common practice to safeguard valuable
Buddhas from being stolen). After a few successful stints in various temples throughout northern
Thailand, the image was stolen by Lao invaders in the mid-16th century and remained in that country
for 200 years.

In 1778 Thailand’s King Taksin waged war against Laos, retrieving the image and mounting it in
Thonburi. Later, when the capital moved to Bangkok and General Chakri took the crown, the
Emerald Buddha was honoured with one of the country’s most magnificent monuments, Wat Phra
Kaew.

The largest of the palace buildings is the Chakri Mahaprasat , the Grand Palace Hall. Built in 1882 by
British architects using Thai labour, the exterior is a peculiar blend of Italian Renaissance and traditional
Thai architecture. It’s a style often referred to as fa-rang sai chd-dah (Westerner in a Thai crown)
because each wing is topped by a mon-dop — a heavily ornamented spire representing a Thai adaptation of
the Hindu mandapa (shrine). The tallest mon-dop, in the centre, contains the ashes of Chakri kings; the
flanking mon-dop enshrine the ashes of Chakri princes. Thai kings housed their huge harems in the inner
palace area, which was guarded by combat-trained female sentries.

Last, from east to west, is the Ratanakosin- style Dusit Hall , which initially served as a venue for
royal audiences and later as a royal funerary hall.

Guides can be hired at the ticket kiosk; ignore offers from anyone outside. An audio guide can be rented
for 200B for two hours. Wat Phra Kaew and the Grand Palace are best reached either by a short walk
south from Banglamphu, via Sanam Luang, or by Chao Phraya Express boat to Tha Chang. From the Siam
Sq area — in front of the MBK Center (Th Phra Ram I) , take bus 47.

Admission for the complex includes entrance to Dusit Park (Click here ), which includes Vimanmaek
Teak Mansion and Abhisek Dusit Throne Hall.

Wat Pho BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Offline map Google ma

( ( ) ; Wat Phra Chetuphon; Click here ; Th Sanam Chai; admission 50B;
8am-9pm; bus 508, 512, river ferry Tha Tien) You’ll find (slightly) fewer tourists here than at Wat Phra
Kaew, but Wat Pho is our personal fave among Bangkok’s biggest temples. In fact, the compound


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7500034115098,100.491303393628&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7465527318829,100.493340199979&z=15&t=m

incorporates a host of superlatives: the largest reclining Buddha, the largest collection of Buddha images
in Thailand and the country’s earliest centre for public education.

Almost too big for its shelter, the genuinely impressive Reclining Buddha , 46m long and 15m high,
illustrates the passing of the Buddha into nirvana (ie the Buddha’s death). The figure is modelled out of
plaster around a brick core and finished in gold leaf. Mother-of-pearl inlay ornaments the feet, displaying
108 different auspicious ldk-sa-na (characteristics of a Buddha).

The Buddha images on display in the other four wi-hdhn (sanctuary) are worth a nod. Particularly
beautiful are the Phra Chinnarat and Phra Chinnachai Buddhas, both from Sukhothai, in the west and south
chapels. The galleries extending between the four chapels feature no less than 394 gilded Buddha images,
many of which display Ayuthaya or Sukhothai features. The remains of Rama I are interred in the base of
the presiding Buddha image in the boht .

Wat Pho is also the national headquarters for the teaching and preservation of traditional Thai
medicine, including Thai massage, a mandate legislated by Rama III when the tradition was in danger of
extinction. The famous massage school has two massage pavilions located within the temple area and
additional rooms within the training facility outside the temple (Click here ). Nearby stone inscriptions
showing yoga and massage techniques still remain in the temple grounds, serving their original purpose as
visual aids.

The rambling grounds of Wat Pho cover 8 hectares, with the major tourist sites occupying the northern
side of Th Chetuphon and the monastic facilities found on the southern side.

Amulet Market MARKET
Offline map Google ma
( ; Click here ; Th Maha Rat; ' 7am-5pm; river ferry Tha
Chang) This equal-parts bizarre and fascinating market claims both the footpaths along Th Maha Rat and
Th Phra Chan, as well as a dense network of covered market stalls near Tha Phra Chan. The trade is
based around small talismans carefully prized by collectors, monks, taxi drivers and people in dangerous
professions. Potential buyers, often already sporting tens of amulets, can be seen bargaining and flipping
through magazines dedicated to the amulets, some of which command astronomical prices.

Also along this strip are handsome shophouses overflowing with family-run herbal-medicine and
traditional-massage shops, and additional street vendors selling used books, cassettes and, oddly enough,
dentures.

ART ATTACK

Although Bangkok’s hyper-urban environment seems to cater to the inner philistine in all of us, the
city has a significant but low-key art scene. In recent years, galleries seem to have been opening on a
weekly basis, and Bangkok also acts as something of a regional art hub, with works by emerging
artists from places such as Myanmar and Cambodia. To find out what’s happening while you’re in
town, pick up a free copy of the excellent BAM! (Bangkok Art Map; www.bangkokartmap.com) .
Our picks of the better galleries:
» 100 Tonson Gallery Offline map Google map ( www.100tonsongallery.com; 100 Soi Tonson, Th
Ploenchit; ' 1lam-7pm Thu-Sun; BTS Chit Lom) Atmospheric gallery showcasing the work of
domestic and international emerging and high-profile painters, sculptors and conceptual artists.
» Bangkok Art and Culture Centre Offline map Google map (BACC; Click here ; www.bacc.or.th;
cnr Th Phayathai & Th Phra Ram 1; ' 10am-9pm Tue-Sun; BTS Siam or National Stadium) This
brand-new state-owned complex combines art and commerce in a multistorey building smack-dab in
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the centre of Bangkok.

» H Gallery Offline map Google map ( www.hgallerybkk.com; 201 Soi 12, Th Sathon; = 10am-
6pm Wed-Sat, by appointment Tue; BTS Surasak) Leading commercial gallery for emerging Thai
abstract painters.

» Kathmandu Photo Gallery Offline map Google map ( www.kathmandu-bkk.com; 87 Th Pan; =
11am-7pm Tues-Sun; BTS Surasak) Bangkok’s only truly dedicated photography gallery is located in
a restored Sino-Portuguese shophouse. The small upstairs gallery plays host to changing exhibitions
by local and international artists and photographers.

» Queen’s Gallery Offline map Google map ( www.queengallery.org; 101 Th Ratchadamnoen
Klang; admission 30B; ' 10am-7pm Thu-Tue; bus 2, 15, 44, 511, klorng taxi Tha Phan Fah) This
royally funded gallery presents five floors of rotating exhibitions of modern and traditionally
influenced art.

» Surapon Gallery Offline map Google map ( www.rama9art.org/gallery/surapon/index.html; 1st fl,
Tisco Tower, Th Sathon Neua; ' 11am-6pm Tue-Sat; MRT Lumphini) Unique contemporary Thai
art.

» Tang Gallery Offline map Google map ( basement, Silom Galleria, 919/1 Th Silom; & 11lam-7pm
Tue-Sat; BTS Surasak) Bangkok’s primary venue for modern artists from China has also edged its
way up to become among the city’s top contemporary galleries. Check the posters in the lobby of the
Galleria to see what’s on.

Museum of Siam MUSEUM

Offline map Google map

( ; Click here ; www.museumsiam.com; Th Maha Rat;
admission 300B; ~ 10am-6pm Tue-Sun; bus 32, 524, river ferry Tha Tien) This fun museum employs a
variety of media to explore the origins and culture of the Thai people. Housed in a Rama Ill-era palace,
the exhibits are superinteractive, well balanced and entertaining. Highlights include the informative and
engaging narrated videos in each exhibition room, and an interactive Ayuthaya-era battle game.

National Museum MUSEUM

Offline map Google map

( ; Click here ; 4 Th Na Phra That; admission 200B; =~ 9am-3.30pm
Wed-Sun; bus 32, 123, 503, river ferry Tha Chang) Often touted as Southeast Asia’s biggest museum, the
National Museum is home to an impressive collection of religious sculpture, best appreciated on one the
museum’s twice-weekly guided tours ( = 9.30am Wed & Thu) .

Most of the museum’s structures were built in 1782 as the palace of Rama I's viceroy, Prince Wang Na.
Rama V turned it into a museum in 1874, and the current museum consists of three permanent exhibitions
spread out over several buildings.

The history wing has made impressive bounds towards mainstream curatorial aesthetics with a
succinct chronology of prehistoric, Sukhothai-, Ayuthaya- and Bangkok-era events and figures. Gems
include King Ramakamhaeng’s inscribed stone pillar, said to be the oldest record of Thai writing; King
Taksin’s throne; the Rama V section; and the screening of the movie about King Prajadhipok, The Magic
Ring .

The decorative arts and ethnology exhibit covers every possible handicraft: traditional musical
instruments, ceramics, clothing and textiles, woodcarving, regalia and weaponry. The archaeology and
art history wing has exhibits ranging from prehistoric to the Bangkok period.
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In addition to the main exhibition halls, the Buddhaisawan (Phutthaisawan) Chapel includes some
well-preserved original murals and one of the country’s most revered Buddha images, Phra Phut Sihing.
Legend says the image came from Sri Lanka, but art historians attribute it to 13th-century Sukhothai.

Lak Meuang (City Pillar) ANIMIST SHRINE
Offline map Google ma
( ; Click here ; cnr Th Ratchadamnoen Nai & Th Lak Meuang; admission free;
6.30am-6.30pm; bus 2, 60, 507, river ferry Tha Chang) Serving as the spiritual keystone of Bangkok, Lak
Meuang is a phallus-shaped wooden pillar erected by Rama I during the founding of the new capital city
in 1782. Today the structure shimmers with gold leaf and is housed in a white cruciform sanctuary. Part of
an animistic tradition, the pillar embodies the city’s guardian spirit (Phra Sayam Thewathirat) and also
lends a practical purpose as a marker of the town’s crossroads and measuring point for distances between
towns.

If you're lucky, a ld-kon gda bon (commissioned dance) may be in progress. Brilliantly costumed
dancers measure out subtle movements as gratitude to the guardian spirit for granting a worshipper’s
wish.

National Gallery MUSEUM

Offline map Google ma

( ; Click here ; 4 Th Chao Fa; admission 200B; = 9am-4pm
Wed-Sun; river ferry Tha Phra Athit) The humble National Gallery belies the country’s impressive
tradition of fine arts. Decorating the walls of this early Ratanakosin-era building are works of
contemporary art, mostly by artists who receive government support. The permanent exhibition is rather
dated and dusty, but the temporary exhibitions, held in spacious halls out back, can be good.

Banglamphu
Although slightly less grand than those of its neighbour, Banglamphu’s sights are a window into the
Bangkok of yesterday, a city that’s largely starting to disappear.

Golden Mount BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Offline map Google ma

( ( ) ; Click here ; Th Boriphat; admission 10B; = 7.30am-5.30pm; bus 8,
37, 47, klorng taxi Tha Phan Fah) Even if you're wat-ed out, you should take a brisk walk to the Golden
Mount. Like all worthy summits, the temple plays a good game of optical illusion, appearing closer than
its real location. Serpentine steps wind through an artificial hill shaded by gnarled trees, some of which
are signed in English, and past graves and pictures of wealthy benefactors. At the peak, you’ll find a
breezy 360-degree view of Bangkok’s most photogenic side.

This artificial hill was created when a large stupa , under construction by Rama III, collapsed because
the soft soil beneath would not support it. The resulting mud-and-brick hill was left to sprout weeds until
Rama IV built a small stupa on its crest. Rama V later added to the structure and housed a Buddha relic
from India (given to him by the British government) in the stupa. The concrete walls were added during
WWII to prevent the hill from eroding. Every year in November there is a big festival on the grounds of
Wat Saket, which includes a candlelit procession up the Golden Mount.

If you’re coming from the eastern end of the city, the Golden Mount is a short walk south of the klorng
boats’ western terminus at Tha Phan Fah.
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Wat Suthat & Sao Ching-Cha BUDDHIST TEMPLE & MONUMENT

( / ; Click here ; Th Bamrung Meuang; admission 20B; & 8.30am-9pm; bus 10,
12, klorng taxi Tha Phan Fah) Brahmanism predated the arrival of Buddhism in Thailand and its rituals
were eventually integrated into the dominant religion. Wat Suthat is the headquarters of the Brahman
priests who perform the Royal Ploughing Ceremony in May. Begun by Rama I and completed in later
reigns, Wat Suthat boasts a wi-hdhn with gilded bronze Buddha images (including Phra Si Sakayamuni,
one of the largest surviving Sukhothai bronzes) and incredibly expansive jataka (stories of the Buddha’s
previous lives) murals (see the boxed text, Click here ). The wat also holds the rank of
Rachavoramahavihan, the highest royal-temple grade; the ashes of Rama VIII (Ananda Mahidol, the
current king’s deceased older brother) are contained in the base of the main Buddha image in the wi-hdhn

Wat Suthat’s priests also perform rites at two nearby Hindu shrines: Thewa Sathaan Offline map
Google map (Deva Sathan), which contains images of Shiva and Ganesh; and the smaller Saan Jao
Phitsanu Offline map Google map (Vishnu Shrine), dedicated to Vishnu.

The spindly red arch in the front of the temple is Sao Ching-Cha (Giant Swing), as much a symbol of
Bangkok as Wat Phra Kaew. The swing formerly hosted a spectacular Brahman festival in honour of
Shiva, in which participants would swing in ever-higher arcs in an effort to reach a bag of gold suspended
from a 15m bamboo pole. Many died trying and the ritual was discontinued during the reign of Rama VII.
In 2007 the decaying swing was ceremoniously replaced with the current model, made from six specially
chosen teak logs from Phrae Province in northern Thailand.

The temple is within walking distance of the klorng boats’ terminus at Tha Phan Fah.

TEMPLE MURALS

Because of the relative wealth of Bangkok, as well as its role as the country’s artistic and cultural
centre, the artists commissioned to paint the walls of the city’s various temples were among the most
talented around, and Bangkok’s temple paintings are regarded as the finest in Thailand. Some
particularly exceptional works:

» Wat Bowonniwet (Click here ) Painted by an artist called In Kong during the reign of Rama II, the
murals in the panels of the ubosot (chapel) of this temple include Thai depictions of Western life
(possibly copied from magazine illustrations) during the early 19th century.

» Wat Chong Nonsi ( ; Click here ; Th Nonsi, off Th Phra Ram III; admission
free; & 8am-6pm; MRT Khlong Toei & access by taxi) Dating back to the late Ayuthaya period,
Bangkok’s earliest surviving temple paintings are faded and missing in parts, but the depictions of
everyday Thai life, including bawdy illustrations of a sexual manner, are well worth visiting.

» Buddhaisawan (Phutthaisawan) Chapel Offline map Google map ( Click here ) Although
construction of this temple, located in the National Museum, began in 1795, the paintings were
probably finished during the reign of Rama III (1824-51). Among other scenes, the graceful murals
depict the conception, birth and early life of the Buddha — common topics among Thai temple murals.
» Wat Suthat Offline map Google map (Click here ) Almost as impressive in their vast scale as for
their quality, the murals at Wat Suthat are among the most awe-inspiring in the country. Gory
depictions of Buddhist hell can be found on a pillar directly behind the Buddha statue.

» Wat Suwannaram ( ; Click here ; 33 Soi 32, Th Charoen Sanitwong,
Khlong Bangkok Noi; admission free; ™ 8am-6pm; klorng taxi from Tha Chang) These paintings
inside a late Ayuthaya—era temple in Thonburi contain skilled and vivid depictions of battle scenes
and foreigners, including Chinese and Muslim warriors.
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» Wat Tritosathep Offline map Google map ( ; Click here ; Th Prachathipatai;
admission free; bus 12, 19, 56) Although still a work in progress, Chakrabhand Posayakrit’s

postmodern murals at this temple in Banglamphu have already been recognised as masterworks of
Thai Buddhist art.

Wat Bowonniwet BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Offline map Google ma

( ; Click here ; cor Th Phra Sumen & Th Tanao; admission free; ~ 8am-
5.30pm; bus 56, 58, 516, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) Founded in 1826, Wat Bowonniwet is the national
headquarters for the Thammayut monastic sect. King Mongkut, founder of this minority sect, began a royal
tradition by residing here as a monk — in fact, he was the abbot of Wat Bowonniwet for several years.
King Bhumibol (Rama IX) and Crown Prince Vajiralongkorn, as well as several other males in the royal
family, have been temporarily ordained as monks. The ubosot has some interesting wall murals (see the
boxed text, below). Because of the temple’s royal status, visitors should be particularly careful to dress
properly for admittance to this wat — no shorts or sleeveless shirts.

Wat Ratchanatdaram Worawihan BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Offline map Google ma

( ; Click here ; cnr Th Ratchadamnoen Klang & Th Mahachai;
admission free; ™ 9am-5pm; bus 2, 15, 44, 511, klorng taxi Tha Phan Fah) Across Th Mahachai from Wat
Saket, Wat Ratchanatdaram dates from the mid-19th century and in addition to Loha Prasat, the metallic,
castlelike monastery, is home to a well-known market selling Buddhist prd pim (magical charm amulets)
in all sizes, shapes and styles. The amulets not only feature images of the Buddha, but also famous Thai
monks and Indian deities. Buddha images are also for sale.

Ban Baht (Monk’s Bowl Village) NEIGHBOURHOOD
Offline map Google ma
( ; Click here ; Soi Ban Baht; ™ 10am-6pm; bus 8, 37, 47, klorng taxi Tha Phan Fah) Just
when you start to lament the adverse effects of tourism, pay a visit to this handicraft village. This is the
only surviving village established by Rama I to make the baht (rounded bowls) that the monks carry to
receive food alms from faithful Buddhists every morning. Today the average monk relies on a bowl mass-
produced in China, but the traditional technique survives in Ban Baht thanks to patronage by tourists.
About half a dozen families still hammer the bowls together from eight separate pieces of steel
representing, they say, the eight spokes of the Wheel of Dharma (which symbolise Buddhism’s Eightfold
Path). The joints are fused in a wood fire with bits of copper, and the bowl is polished and coated with
several layers of black lacquer. A typical output is one bowl per day. If you purchase a bowl, the
craftsperson will show you the equipment and process used.

Thonburi

It’s calm enough on the right bank of the Mae Nam Chao Phraya to seem like another province — because it
is! The attractions here are relatively few, but fang ton is a great area for aimless wandering among leafy
streets.
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Wat Arun BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Offline map Google ma

( ; Click here ; Th Arun Amarin; admission 50B; = 8.30am-4.30pm; cross-river ferry from
Tha Tien) Striking Wat Arun commands a martial pose as the third point in the holy trinity (along with Wat
Phra Kaew and Wat Pho) of Bangkok’s early history. After the fall of Ayuthaya, King Taksin
ceremoniously clinched control here on the site of a local shrine (formerly known as Wat Jaeng) and
established a royal palace and a temple to house the Emerald Buddha. The temple was renamed after the
Indian god of dawn (Aruna) and in honour of the literal and symbolic founding of a new Ayuthaya.

It wasn’t until the capital and the Emerald Buddha were moved to Bangkok that Wat Arun received its
most prominent characteristic: the 82m-high prang (Khmer-style tower). The tower’s construction was
started during the first half of the 19th century by Rama II and later completed by Rama III. Not apparent
from a distance are the ornate floral mosaics made from broken, multihued Chinese porcelain, a common
temple ornamentation in the early Ratanakosin period, when Chinese ships calling at the port of Bangkok
discarded tonnes of old porcelain as ballast.

Also worth an inspection is the interior of the boht . The main Buddha image is said to have been
designed by Rama II himself. The murals date from the reign of Rama V; particularly impressive is one
that depicts Prince Siddhartha encountering examples of birth, old age, sickness and death outside his
palace walls, an experience that led him to abandon the worldly life. The ashes of Rama II are interred in
the base of the presiding Buddha image.

Cross-river ferries (3.50B) run over to Wat Arun every few minutes from Tha Tien.

Sunset views of the temple compound can be caught from across the river at the riverfront warehouses
that line Th Maha Rat. Another great viewpoint is from Amorosa, the rooftop bar at the Arun Residence
(Click here ).

Royal Barges National Museum MUSEUM

Offline map Google ma

( ; Click here ; Khlong Bangkok Noi; admission 100B, photo permit 100B;
~ 9am-5pm; river ferry Tha Saphan Phra Pin Klao) The royal barges are slender, fantastically
ornamented vessels used in ceremonial processions along the river. The tradition dates back to the
Ayuthaya era, when most travel (for commoners and royalty) was by boat. Today the royal barge
procession is an infrequent occurrence, most recently performed in 2006 in honour of the 60th anniversary
of the king’s ascension to the throne. When not in use, the barges are on display at this Thonburi museum.

Suphannahong, the king’s personal barge, is the most important of the boats. Made from a single piece
of timber, it’s the largest dugout in the world. The name means ‘Golden Swan’, and a huge swan head has
been carved into the bow. Lesser barges feature bows that are carved into other Hindu-Buddhist
mythological shapes such as naga (mythical sea serpent) and garuda (Vishnu’s bird mount). Historic
photos help envision the grand processions in which the largest of the barges would require a rowing
crew of 50 men, plus seven umbrella bearers, two helmsmen and two navigators, as well as a flagman,
rhythm-keeper and chanter.

The most convenient way to get to the museum is by taking a taxi (ask the driver to go to reu-a pra tée
ndng ) from Tha Saphan Phra Pin Klao. Another alternative is walking from the Bangkok Noi train station
(accessible by ferrying to Tha Rot Fai), but the walk is tricky and unpleasant and you’ll encounter
uninvited guides who will charge for their services. The museum is also an optional stop on long-tail boat
trips through Thonburi’s canals.
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Church of Santa Cruz CATHOLIC CHURCH

Offline map Google map

( ; Click here ; Th Kuti Jiin; admission free; ' Sat & Sun; cross-river ferry from
Tha Pak Talat/Atsadang) Dating back to 1913, this Catholic church holds relatively little interest unless
you visit on a Sunday. But the surrounding neighbourhood, a former Portuguese concession dating back to
the Ayuthaya period, is worth a wander for its old-school riverside atmosphere and Portuguese-inspired
cakes, ka-nom fa-rang .

WORTH A TRIP

OFFBEAT BANGKOK MUSEUMS

If looking at stuffed tigers and Buddha statues is not doing anything for you, then consider a visit to
one of these quirky institutions.

» Ancient City (Muang Boran; Click here ; www.ancientcity.com; 296/1 Th Sukhumvit, Samut
Prakan; adult/child 400/200B; ~ 8am-5pm) Claiming to be the largest open-air museum in the
world, the site covers more than 80 hectares of peaceful countryside littered with 109 scaled-down
facsimiles of many of the kingdom’s most famous monuments. It’s an excellent place to explore by
bicycle (daily rental 50B), as it is usually quiet and never crowded. Ancient City lies outside Samut
Prakan, which is accessible via air-conditioned bus 511 from Bearing BTS station at the east end of
Th Sukhumvit. Upon reaching the bus terminal at Pak Nam, board minibus 36, which passes the
entrance to Ancient City.

» Bangkok Folk Museum Offline map Google map ( 273 Soi 43/Saphan Yao, Th Charoen Krung;
admission free; ' 10am-4pm Wed-Sun; river ferry Tha Si Phraya) Consisting of three wooden
houses, this family-run museum is a window into Bangkok life during the 1950s and ’60s.
Particularly interesting is the traditional Thai kitchen.

» Corrections Museum Offline map Google map ( 436 Th Mahachai; admission free; ' 9am-4pm
Mon-Fri; bus 508, klorng taxi to Tha Phan Fah) Learn about the painful world of Thai-style
punishment at what’s left of this former jail. Life-sized models re-enact a variety of horrendous
executions and punishments, encouraging most visitors to remain law-abiding citizens for the
remainder of their stay.

» Museum of Counterfeit Goods ( ] 0 2653 5555;
www.tillekeandgibbins.com/museun/museum.htm; Tilleke & Gibbins, Supalai Grand Tower, 1011
Th Phra Ram III; admission free; & 8am-5pm Mon-Fri by appointment only; MRT Khlong Toei &
access by taxi) This private collection displays all the counterfeit booty that has been collected by
the law firm Tilleke & Gibbins over the years. Many of the fake items are displayed alongside the
genuine ones.

» Songkran Niyosane Forensic Medicine Museum & Parasite Museum Offline map Google map (
2nd fl, Forensic Pathology Bldg, Siriraj Hospital, Th Phrannok, Thonburi; admission 40B; ' 9am-
4pm Mon-Sat; river ferry Tha Wang Lang) This gory institution contains the various appendages and
remnants of famous murders, including the bloodied T-shirt from a victim who was stabbed to death
with a dildo. The adjacent Parasite Museum is also worth a visit, much for the same reasons as
above. The easiest way to reach the museum is by taking the river-crossing ferry to Tha Wang Lang
(on the Thonburi side) from Tha Chang. At the exit of the pier, turn right to enter Siriraj Hospital, and
follow the signs to the museum.

» Thai Human Imagery Museum ( www.rosenini.convthaihumanimagery/english.htm; Nakhon
Chais, Nakhon Pathom; admission 200B; ' 9am-5.30pm Mon-Fri, 8.30am-6pm Sat & Sun) Contains
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an exhibition of 120 lifelike wax sculptures. A group of Thai artists reportedly spent 10 years
studying their subjects and creating the figures, which range from famous Buddhist monks of
Thailand to Winston Churchill. The museum is outside town at the Km 31 marker on Th Pinklao-
Nakhon Chaisi. Any Nakhon Pathom-Bangkok bus or minivan can drop you off here.

CHINATOWN & PHAHURAT ( )/

Bangkok’s Chinatown (called Yaowarat after its main thoroughfare, Th Yaowarat) is the urban explorer’s
equivalent of the Amazon Basin. Unlike neighbouring Ko Ratanakosin and Banglamphu, the highlights
here aren’t tidy temples or museums, but rather a complicated web of tiny alleyways, crowded markets
and delicious street stalls. And unlike other Chinatowns around the world, Bangkok’s is defiantly
ungentrified, and getting lost in it is probably the best thing that could happen to you.

The neighbourhood dates back to 1782 when Bangkok’s Chinese population, many of them labourers
hired to build the new capital, were moved here from today’s Ko Ratanakosin area by the royal rulers.
Relatively little has changed since then, and you can still catch conversations in various Chinese dialects,
buy Chinese herbal cures or taste Chinese dishes not available elsewhere in Thailand. For those
specifically interested in the latter, be sure to check out our food-based walk around the district (Click
here ).

Getting in and out of Chinatown is hindered by horrendous traffic. The river ferry stop at Tha
Ratchawong was previously the easiest way to reach the district; however, the advent of the MRT has put
the area a brief walk from Hua Lamphong station.

At the western edge of Chinatown is a small but thriving Indian district, generally called Phahurat.
Here, dozens of Indian- owned shops sell all kinds of fabric and clothes.

Wat Traimit BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Offline map Google ma

( ; Temple of the Golden Buddha; Click here ; cnr Th Yaowarat & Th Charoen Krung;
admission 40B; ~ 8am-5pm Tues-Sun; MRT Hua Lamphong, river ferry Tha Ratchawong) The attraction
at Wat Traimit is undoubtedly the impressive 3m-tall, 5.5-tonne, solid-gold Buddha image , which gleams
like, well, gold. Sculpted in the graceful Sukhothai style, the image was ‘discovered’ some 40 years ago
beneath a stucco or plaster exterior, when it fell from a crane while being moved to a new building within
the temple compound. It has been theorised that the covering was added to protect it from marauding
hordes, either during the late Sukhothai period or later in the Ayuthaya period when the city was under
siege by the Burmese. The temple itself is said to date from the early 13th century.

Donations and a constant flow of tourists have proven profitable, and the statue is now housed in a
brand-new four-storey marble structure. The 2nd floor of the building is home to the Phra Buddha Maha
Suwanna Patimakorn Exhibition (admission 100B; & 8am-5pm Tues-Sun) , which has exhibits on how
the statue was made, discovered and came to arrive at its current home, while the 3rd floor is home to the
Yaowarat Chinatown Heritage Center Offline map Google map (admission 100B; ' 8am-5pm Tues-
Sun) , a small but engaging museum with multimedia exhibits on the history of Bangkok’s Chinatown and
its residents.
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6 Wat Traimit F3

Yaowarat Chinatown Heritage Center (see 6)
© Sleeping
7 @Hua Lamphong G4

8 Baan Hualampong G4
9 China Town Hotel E3

10 Shanghai Mansion E3
11 Siam Classic G4




% Eating

12 Burapa Birds Nest E3
13Gooay Deeo Kooa Ga'i StallE2
14 Jék Piii E2

15 Khrua Phornlamai E3

16 Lek & Rut E3

17 Mangkorn Khao E3
18 Nay Lék Uan E3

19 Nay Mong E2

20 Old Siam Plaza B1
21 Royal India C2

22 T&K E3

@ Entertainment
23 Chalermkrung Royal TheatreB1

© Shopping
24 Pak Khlong Market A2
25 Sampeng Lane C2

Talat Mai MARKET
Offline map Google ma
( ; Click here ; Soi 16/Trok Itsaranuphap, Th Yaowarat; bus 73, 159, 507, MRT Hua
Lamphong, river ferry Tha Ratchawong) With nearly two centuries of commerce under its belt, ‘New
Market’ is no longer an entirely accurate name for this market. Essentially it’s a narrow covered alleyway
between tall buildings, but even if you’re not interested in food the hectic atmosphere and exotic sights
and smells culminate in something of a surreal sensory experience.

While much of the market centres on cooking ingredients, the section north of Th Charoen Krung
(equivalent to Soi 21, Th Charoen Krung) is known for selling incense, paper effigies and ceremonial
sweets — the essential elements of a traditional Chinese funeral.

THE CHINESE INFLUENCE

In many ways Bangkok is as much a Chinese city as it is Thai. The presence of the Chinese in
Bangkok dates back to before the founding of the city, when Thonburi Si Mahasamut was little more
than a Chinese trading outpost on the Chao Phraya River. In the 1780s, during the construction of the
new capital under Rama I, Hokkien, Teochiew and Hakka Chinese were hired as coolies and
labourers. The Chinese already living in the area were relocated to the districts of Yaowarat and
Sampeng, today known as Bangkok’s Chinatown.

During the reign of King Rama I, many Chinese began to move up in status and wealth. They
controlled many of Bangkok’s shops and businesses, and because of increased trading ties with
China, were responsible for an immense expansion in Thailand’s market economy. Visiting
Europeans during the 1820s were astonished by the number of Chinese trading ships in the Chao
Phraya River, and some assumed that the Chinese formed the majority of Bangkok’s population.

The newfound wealth of certain Chinese trading families created one of Thailand’s first elite
classes that was not directly related to royalty. Known as jow soo-a, these ‘merchant lords’
eventually obtained additional status by accepting official posts and royal titles, as well as offering


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7422411458882,100.509051142312&z=15&t=m

their daughters to the royal family. Today it is thought that more than half of the people in Bangkok
can claim some Chinese ancestry.

During the reign of Rama III, the Thai capital began to absorb many elements of Chinese food,
design, fashion and literature. The growing ubiquity of Chinese culture, coupled with the tendency of
the Chinese men to marry Thai women and assimilate into Thai culture, meant that by the beginning
of the 20th century there was relatively little that distinguished many Chinese from their Siamese
counterparts.

FREE] \at Mangkon Kamalawat CHINESE TEMPLE

Offline map Google map

( ; Neng Noi Yee; Click here ; Th Charoen Krung; ~ 9am-6pm; bus 73, 159,
507, MRT Hua Lamphong, river ferry Tha Ratchawong) Clouds of incense and the sounds of chanting
form the backdrop at this Chinese-style Mahayana Buddhist temple. Dating back to 1871, it’s the largest
and most important religious structure in the area, and during the annual Vegetarian Festival (see the
boxed text, Click here ), religious and culinary activities are particularly active here.

Phahurat Market MARKET

Offline map Google map

( ; Click here ; Th Phahurat & Th Chakraphet; bus 82, 169, 507, river ferry Tha Saphan
Phut) Hidden behind the new and astonishingly out of place India Emporium mall is Phahurat Market, an
endless bazaar uniting flamboyant Bollywood fabric, photogenic vendors selling paan (betel nut for
chewing) and several shops stocked with delicious northern Indian-style sweets.

Gurdwara Siri Guru Singh Sabha SIKH TEMPLE

Offline map Google map

( Th Phahurat; ' 9am-5pm) In an alley off Th Chakraphet is this large Sikh temple that’s reminiscent of a
mosque interior, devoted to the worship of the Guru Granth Sahib, the 16th-century Sikh holy book,
which is itself considered to be a ‘living’ guru and the last of the religion’s 10 great teachers. Reportedly,
the temple is the second-largest Sikh temple outside India. Visitors are welcome, but they must remove
their shoes.

RIVERSIDE

Talat Noi NEIGHBOURHOOD

Offline map Google map

( ; Click here ; Soi Phanurangsi; ® 9am-6pm; river ferry Tha Si Phraya) Bordered by the
river, Th Songwat, Th Charoen Krung and Th Yotha, this ancient neighbourhood is a fascinating jumble of
tiny alleys, greasy machine shops and traditional architecture. Located opposite the River View Guest
House, San Jao Sien Khong Offline map Google map ( admission free; ' 6am-6pm) is one of the city’s
oldest Chinese shrines and also one of the best areas to be during the annual Vegetarian Festival (see the
boxed text, Click here ).


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7433265370001,100.509280104&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7447754850002,100.500140224&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7440841488525,100.501537733313&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7346547911156,100.511482715333&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7340741967654,100.51176309038&z=15&t=m




Riverside

@ Sights

1 Bangkok Folk Museum D3
2 San Jao Sien Khong B1

3 Talat Noi Al

Activities, Courses & Tours
4 Loy Nava B3

5 Oriental Spa B5

6 Wan Fah Cruises B2

7 Yok Yor Restaurant Al

© Sleeping

8 Millennium Hilton A3

9 New Road Guesthouse C4

10 Oriental Hotel B5

11 P&R Residence C3

12 Peninsula Hotel A6

13 River View Guest House B1

14 Shangri-La Hotel B6
15 Swan Hotel C5

% Eating

Le Normandie (see 10)
Lord Jims(see 10)

© Drinking

16 Sirocco Sky Bar D6

@ Entertainment

Bamboo Bar (see 10)

© Shopping

River City Complex(see 6)
17 Thai Home Industries C5

SILOM & SATHON /

The business district of Th Silom has only a handful of tourist attractions scattered among the corporate
hotels, office towers and wining-and-dining restaurants. As you get closer to the river, the area becomes
spiced with the sights and smells of its Indian and Muslim residents. Moving north along Th Charoen
Krung, the area adjacent to the river was the international mercantile district during Bangkok’s shipping
heyday.

Traffic is notorious in this part of town, but the BTS, MRT and Chao Phraya Express provide some
transport relief.

MR Kukrit Pramoj House MUSEUM
Offline map Google ma
( ; Click here ; Soi 7/Phra Phinij, Th Narathiwat


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7204223890001,100.533229485&z=15&t=m

Rachananakharin; adult/child 50/20B; = 10am-4pm; BTS Chong Nonsi) Author and statesman Mom
Ratchawong (MR, an honorary royal title) Kukrit Pramoj once resided in this charming Thai house, now
open to the public as a museum . European-educated but devoutly Thai, MR Kukrit surrounded himself
with the best of both worlds: five traditional teak buildings, Thai art, Western books and lots of heady
conversations. A guided tour is recommended for a more intimate introduction to the former resident, who
authored more than 150 books and served as prime minister of Thailand.



Silom & Sathon P ek i

Silom & Sathon
@ Sights



1 H Gallery C5

2 Kathmandu Photo Gallery B5

3 MR Kukrit Pramoj House G6

4 Queen Saovabha Memorial Institute (Snake Farm)F1
5 Sri Mahariamman Temple B5

6 Tang Gallery A5

Activities, Courses & Tours

7 Blue Elephant Thai Cooking SchoolA7
8 Health .and D6

9 Ruen-Nuad Massage Studio G5

10 Silom Thai Cooking SchoolC5

© Sleeping

11 Baan Saladaeng H4

12 Bangkok Christian Guest HouseG3
13 Dusit Thani H2

14 Heritage Baan Silom A5

15 HQ Hostel F3

16 La Résidence Hotel C3
17Lub?dC3

18LUXXC4

19 Rose Hotel E1

20 Siam HeritageFE?2

21 Triple Two Silom B4

22 YHA Downtown Bangkok D4

% Eating

23 Chennai Kitchen B5
D’Sens (see 13)

24 Kalapapruek B5
25Khrua Aroy AroyB5
26 Nadimos A5

27 Scoozi D2

28 Soi 10 Food Centres E3
29 Somboon Seafood D3
30 Somtam Convent F3
31 The Foodie E5

© Drinking

32 Balcony G2

33 Barbican Bar G2

34 Coyote on Convent G3
35 Molly Malone's G3
36 Telephone F2

& Entertainment
37 DJ Station G2
38 G.0.D. G2

39 Tapas Room F3



© Shopping

40 House of Chao C4

41 Jim Thompson G2

42 Jim Thompson Factory OutletE2
43 Orchid Books G3

44 Patpong Night Market F3

45 Soi Lalai Sap E4
Information

46 Bangkok Christian HospitalF3
47 BNHH5

48Myanmar EmbassyC6
49Russia EmbassyD2
50Singapore EmbassyG5

51 St Louis Hospital C7

52 STA TravelF2

Transport

53 Nok AirE6

54Thai Airways International D4

Queen Saovabha Memorial Institute (Snake Farm) SNAKE FARM

Offline map Google ma

( ( ) ; Click here ; www.saovabha.com; cnr Th Phra Ram IV & Th Henri
Dunant; adult/child 200/50B; ' 9.30am-3.30pm Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat & Sun; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si
Lom) Snake farms tend to gravitate towards carnivalesque rather than humanitarian, except at the Queen
Saovabha Memorial Institute. Founded in 1923, the snake farm prepares antivenin from venomous snakes.
This is done by milking the snakes’ venom, injecting it into horses, and harvesting and purifying the
antivenom that they produce. The antivenoms are then used to treat human victims of snake bites.

The leafy grounds are home to a few caged snakes (and a constant soundtrack of Western rock music),
but the bulk of the attractions are found in the Simaseng Building, at the rear of the compound. The ground
floor houses several varieties of snakes in glass cages. Regular milkings ( > 11am Mon-Fri) and snake-
handling performances ( © 2.30pm Mon-Fri & 11am Sat & Sun) are held at the outdoor ampitheatre.

Sri Mahariamman Temple HINDU TEMPLE
Offline map Google ma
( ( ) ; Wat Phra Si Maha Umathewi; Click here ; cnr Th Silom
& Th Pan; admission free; © 6am-8pm; bus 15, 504, BTS Surasak) Standing out, even among Bangkok’s
golden wat, this Hindu temple virtually leaps off the block. Built in the 1860s by Tamil immigrants in the
centre of a still thriving ethnic enclave, the structure is a stacked facade of intertwined, full-colour Hindu
deities. In the centre of the main shrine is Jao Mae Maha Umathewi (Uma Devi, also known as Shakti,
Shiva’s consort), and along the left interior wall sit rows of Shiva, Vishnu and other Hindu deities, as
well as a few Buddhas, so that just about any non-Muslim, non-Judaeo-Christian Asian can worship here.
Thais call this temple Wat Khaek — kaak is a colloquial expression for people of Indian descent. The
literal translation is ‘guest’, an obvious euphemism for a group of people that locals don’t particularly
want as permanent residents; hence most Indians living permanently in Thailand don’t appreciate the term.



http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7322556488869,100.532936595543&z=15&t=m
http://www.saovabha.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7242163450001,100.522881928&z=15&t=m
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JIM THOMPSON HOUSE

This leafy compound ( Offline map www.jimthompsonhouse.com; 6 Soi Kasem San 2; adult/child
100/50B; ' 9am-5pm, compulsory tours in English & French every 20min; BTS National Stadium,
klorng taxi Tha Saphan Hua Chang) is the former home of the eponymous American silk entrepreneur
and art collector. Born in Delaware in 1906, Thompson briefly served in the Office of Strategic
Services (forerunner of the CIA) in Thailand during WWIL Settling in Bangkok after the war, his
neighbours’ handmade silk caught his eye and piqued his business sense; he sent samples to fashion
houses in Milan, London and Paris, gradually building a steady worldwide clientele.

In addition to exquisite Asian art, Thompson also collected parts of various derelict Thai homes
in central Thailand and had them reassembled in their current location in 1959. One striking
departure from tradition is the way each wall has its exterior side facing the house’s interior, thus
exposing the wall’s bracing system. His small but splendid Asian art collection and his personal
belongings are also on display in the main house.

Thompson’s story doesn’t end with his informal reign as Bangkok’s best-adapted foreigner. While
out for an afternoon walk in the Cameron Highlands of western Malaysia in 1967, Thompson
mysteriously disappeared. That same year his sister was murdered in the USA, fuelling various
conspiracy theories. Was it communist spies? Business rivals? Or a man-eating tiger? The most
recent theory — for which there is apparently some hard evidence — has it that the silk magnate was
accidentally run over by a Malaysian truck driver who hid his remains. Jim Thompson: The
Unsolved Mystery, by William Warren, is an excellent book on Thompson, his career, residence and
subsequent intriguing disappearance.

SIAM SQUARE & PRATUNAM /

Commerce, mainly in the form of multistorey mega-malls, forms the main attraction in this part of town,
but there are a couple of sights that don’t involve credit cards. The BTS and klorng taxis provide easy
access to most attractions here.

Erawan Shrine BRAHMIN SHRINE

Offline map Google ma

( ; San Phra Phrom; Click here ; cnr Th Ratchadamri & Th Ploenchit; admission free;
~ 6am-11pm; BTS Chit Lom) The Erawan Shrine was originally built in 1956 as something of a last-
ditch effort to end a string of misfortunes that occurred during the construction of the hotel, at that time
known as the Erawan Hotel. After several incidents ranging from injured construction workers to the
sinking of a ship carrying marble for the hotel, a Brahmin priest was consulted. Since the hotel was to be
named after the elephant escort of Indra in Hindu mythology, the priest determined that Erawan required a
passenger, and suggested it be that of Lord Brahma. A statue was built, and lo and behold, the misfortunes
miraculously ended.

Although the original Erawan Hotel was demolished in 1987, the shrine still exists, and today remains
an important place of pilgrimage for Thais, particularly those in need of some material assistance. Those
making a wish from the statue should ideally come between 7am and 8am, or 7pm and 8pm, and should
offer a specific list of items that includes candles, incense, sugar cane or bananas, all of which are almost
exclusively given in multiples of seven. Particularly popular are teak elephants, the money gained through
the purchase of which is donated to a charity run by the current hotel, the Grand Hyatt Erawan. And as the
tourist brochures depict, it is also possible for you to charter a classical Thai dance, often done as a way


http://www.jimthompsonhouse.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7443625270001,100.540411389&z=15&t=m

of giving thanks if a wish was granted.
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Siam Square & Pratunam

@ Top Sights



Jim Thompson House A2

@ Sights

1 100 Tonson Gallery F6

2 Bangkok Art & Culture CentreB3
3 Erawan Shrine E4

Lingam Shrine at Nai Lert Park(see 18)
Activities, Courses & Tours

AAA Thai Language Center(see 8)
4 Absolute Yoga E4

5 American University Alumni Language CentreE7
Asian Qasis (see 18)

Krung Sri IMAX (see 44)
Siam Ocean World (see 44)
6 Spa 1930 G5

Thann Sanctuary (see 35)
Thann Sanctuary (see 43)

7 Union Language SchoolB1

8 Yoga Elements Studio F3

© Sleeping

9 A-One Inn A3

10 Asia Hotel B1

11 Bed & Breakfast Inn A2

12 Conrad Hotel Bangkok G6
13 Golden House F4

14 Lub*d A3

15 Novotel Bangkok on Siam SquareC4
16 Reno Hotel A3
17Siam@SiamA3

18 Swisshotel Nai Lert Park G3
19 Vie B2

20 Wendy House A3

& Eating

21 Coca Suki C4

22Crystal Jade La Mian Xiao Long BaoE4
Erawan Tea Room (see 22)

23 Food Stalls C4

24 Four Seasons Hotel E5
MBK Food Court (see 37)

25 New Light Coffee HouseB4
26 Sanguan Sri H4

27 Sra Bua C2

© Drinking

28 Co-co Walk B1

29 Hyde & Seek H5

RedSky (see 34)




Roof (see 17)
30 To-Sit B4

& Entertainment

Calypso Cabaret (see 10)

Diplomat Bar (see 12)
31 Lido B3

Rock Pub (see 28)

32 Scala B3

© Shopping

Asia Books (see 43)

33 Central Chit L.om G4

34 Central World Plaza E3
Flynow (see 35)

35 Gaysorn Plaza E4

It's Happened to be a Closet(see 44)
Kinokuniya (see 44)

36 Marco Tailors C4

37 MBK Center A4

38 Narai Phand E4

39 Pantip Plaza D2

40 Pinky Tailors H5

41 Pratunam Market E1

42 Siam Center C3

43 Siam Discovery Center B3

44 Siam Paragon C3
45 Siam Square C4

Tango (see 35)
Information

46Indonesian EmbassyD1
47Netherlands EmbassyG6
48New Zealand EmbassyH6
South African Embassy(see 48)
49Swiss EmbassyH4

50UK EmbassyG4

51US EmbassyG7
52Vietnamese EmbassyH5

Lingam Shrine at Nai Lert Park ANIMIST SHRINE

Offline map Google ma

( ; Saan Jao Mae Thap Thim; Click here ; Swissotel Nai Lert Park, Th
Witthayw/Wireless Rd; admission free; & 24hr; BTS Phloen Chit, klorng taxi Tha Withayu) Clusters of
carved stone and wooden phalli surround a spirit house and shrine built by millionaire businessman Nai
Lert to honour Jao Mae Thap Thim, a female deity thought to reside in the old banyan tree on the site.
Someone who made an offering shortly thereafter had a baby, and the shrine has received a steady stream
of worshippers — mostly young women seeking fertility — ever since. To get here if facing the entrance of


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7479005710001,100.546402453&z=15&t=m

the Swissotel, follow the small concrete pathway to the right that winds down into the bowels of the
building beside the car park. The shrine is at the end of the building next to the canal.

LUMPHINI PARK & TH PHRA RAM IV /

The main attraction in this hyper-urban part of town is, rather paradoxically, the city’s single largest green
zone.
The MRT, with stops at Lumphini, Silom and Th Phra Ram 1V, is the best way to reach this area.

Lumphini Park PARK

Offline map Google map

( ; Click here ; Th Phra Ram IV, btwn Th Withayu/Wireless Rd & Th Ratchadamri;
admission free; ~ 4.30am-9pm; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Lumphini or Si Lom) Named after the Buddha’s
place of birth in Nepal, Lumphini Park is the best way to escape Bangkok without leaving town. Shady
paths, a large artificial lake and swept lawns temporarily blot out the roaring traffic and hulking concrete
towers.

There are paddleboats (per 1/2 hr 40B) for lovers, playgrounds for the kids, open-air concerts on
Sunday afternoon, and one of the best times to visit the park is before 7am when the air is fresh (well,
relatively so for Bangkok) and legions of Thai-Chinese are practising taijiquan (t’ai chi). The park
reawakens with the evening’s cooler temperatures — aerobics classes collectively sweat to a techno
soundtrack. Late at night the borders of the park are frequented by streetwalking prostitutes, both male and
female.


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.730715016871,100.542649922438&z=15&t=m
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Lumphini Park & Th Phra Ram IV
@ Top Sights

Lumphini Park B2

@ Sights

1 Surapon Gallery A3

Activities, Courses & Tours
2Siri Pattana Thai Language SchoolB3

© Sleeping

3 All Seasons Sathorn A3
4 Café des Arts Guest House D4
5 ETZzz Hostel D3

6 Ibis Sathon C4

7 Luxx XL B1

8 Malaysia Hotel C4

9 MetropolitanB3

10 Penguin House D4

11 Sukhothai Hotel B3

& Eating

Café 1912 (see 23)

12 Kai Thort Jay KeeC1
nahm (see 9)

13 Ngwan Lee Lang Suan B1
Sukhothai Hotel (see 11)

© Drinking
14 Moon Bar at Vertigo B3
15 Wong’s Place C4

& Entertainment

16 Brown Sugar Al

17 Lumphini Stadium C3
Information

Alliance Francaise(see 23)
18Australian EmbassyA3
19Austrian EmbassyC4
20Canadian EmbassyA2
21Danish EmbassyC4
22Diethelm TravelC1
23French ConsulateA3
24German EmbassyB3
25Irish EmbassyC3
26Japanese EmbassyC2
27Malaysian EmbassyA4

SUKHUMVIT

More time will be spent here eating, drinking and perhaps sleeping (as there is a high concentration of
hotels in the area) rather than sightseeing.



The BTS is the primary public-transport option.

Ban Kamthieng MUSEUM

Offline map Google map

( ; Click here ; Siam Society, 131 Soi Asoke/Soi 21, Th Sukhumvit; admission
adult/child 100/50B; = 9am-5pm Tues-Sat; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) An engaging house museum,
Ban Kamthieng transports visitors to a northern Thai village complete with informative displays of daily
rituals, folk beliefs and everyday household chores, all within the setting of a traditional wooden house.
This museum is operated by and shares space with the Siam Society, the publisher of the renowned
Journal of the Siam Society and a valiant preserver of traditional Thai culture.
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http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7391295714173,100.561459192399&z=15&t=m

Th Sukhumvit

@ Sights

1 Ban Kamthieng C2
2 Khlong Toey Market B6

Activities, Courses & Tours
3 ABC Amazing Bangkok CyclistsD4
5 Asia Herb Association D3
6 Asia Herb Association F5
4 Asia Herb Association D4
7 Baan Dalah B2

8 Bangkok Bike Rides E2

9 Coran Boutique Spa B1

10 Divana SpaC3

11 Health I.and C2

12 Health Land G4

13 Lavana B3

14 Pro Language B2
15 Rakuten D3

16 World Fellowship of BuddhistsD4
© Sleeping

17 72 Ekamai G5

18 AriyasomVillaA1l

19 Atlanta A3

20 Baan Sukhumvit C3

21 Bed Bangkok A1

22 Davis D6

23 Dream Bangkok B2

24 Eugenia D2

25 Federal Hotel B1

26 Fusion Suites C2

27 Golden Palace Hotel A1l
28 HI-Sukhumvit F5

29 Ma Du Zi C3

30 Nana Chart Hotel C3

31 Napa Place E5

32 S31D3

33 Sacha's Hotel Uno C2
34 Seven D3

35 Sheraton Grande SukhumvitB3
36 Silg C2

37 Soi 1 Guesthouse Al

38 Stable Lodge B2

Suk 11 (see 55)

39 Swiss Park Hotel B2

% Eating
40 Bacco - Osteria da SergioF4




Bed Supperclub (see 66)
41 Bei Otto C3

42 Bharani C2

43 Bo.lan D5

44 Boon Tong Kiat Singapore Hainanese Chicken RiceG3
45 Duc de Praslin D3

46 Face F6

47 JW Marriott A2

48 Le Beaulieu C2
Mokkori (see 53)

Myeong Ga (see 54)

49 Nasir Al-Masri A2

50 Rang Mahal C4

Scoozi (see 71)

51 Serenade G3

52 Soi 38 Night Market F5
53 Soul Food Mahanakorn F5
54 Sukhumvit Plaza B2

55 Tapas Café B2

56 Thonglee C4

© Drinking

57 Bangkok Bar G5

58 Bull's Head D3

59 Cheap Charlie's B2

60 Fat Gut’z G3

61 HOBSG3

62 Iron Fairies G3

63 Long Table C3

64 Nest B1

65 WIF ES5

& Entertainment

66 Bed Supperclub B1
Club Insomnia (see 14)
67 Ekamai Soi 5 G4
68 Glow C2

Living Room (see 35)
69 Nung-Len G4

70 Q Bar B1

71 Scratch Dog C3
72 Titanium C3

© Shopping

73 Asia Books B2

74 Dasa Book Café E4

75 Emporium Shopping CentreD4
Kinokuniya (see 75)

76 Nandakwang C2




77 Nickermann’s A2

78 Raja's Fashions A2

79 Sop Moei Arts E3

80 Th Sukhumvit Market B2
81 Thai Craft Fair C3
Information

82 Bumrungrad HospitalA1l
83Indian EmbassyC1

Indian Visa Application Centre(see 81)
84Israeli EmbassyC1
85Philippines EmbassyE4

86 Samitivej HospitalE3
87Spanish EmbassyC4

Khlong Toey Market FOOD MARKET

Offline map Google ma

( ; Click here ; cnr Th Ratchadaphisek & Th Phra Ram IV; = 5-10am; MRT
Khlong Toei) This wholesale market, one of the city’s largest, is inevitably the origin of many of the
meals you’ll eat during your stay in Bangkok. Get there early, and although some corners of the market
can’t exactly be described as photogenic, be sure to bring a camera to capture the stacks of durians or
cheery fishmongers.

GREATER BANGKOK

Bangkok’s *burbs cover a lot of land, but a minimum of visit-worthy sites. The most worthwhile area is
Dusit, the royal district of wide streets, monuments and greenery.

Wat Benchamabophit BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Offline map Google ma

( ( ) ; Click here ; cnr Th Si Ayuthaya & Th Phra Ram V; admission
20B; ~ 8am-6pm; bus 72, 503) You might recognise this temple from the back of the 5B coin. Made of
white Carrara marble, Wat Ben, as it’s colloquially known, was built in the late 19th century under Rama
V. The large cruciform boht is a prime example of modern Thai wat architecture. The base of the central
Buddha image, a copy of Phitsanulok’s Phra Phuttha Chinnarat, contains the ashes of Rama V. The
courtyard behind the boht exhibits 53 Buddha images (33 originals and 20 copies) representing famous
figures and styles from all over Thailand and other Buddhist countries.

Dusit Palace Park ROYAL PALACE

Offline map Google ma

( ; Click here ; bounded by Th Ratchawithi, Th U-Thong Nai & Th Ratchasima;
adult/child 100/50B or free with Grand Palace ticket; > 9.30am-4pm; bus 18, 28, 515) Following Rama
V’s first European tour in 1897 (he was the first Thai monarch to visit the continent), he returned home
with visions of European castles swimming in his head and set about transforming these styles into a
uniquely Thai expression, today’s Dusit Palace Park. The royal palace, throne hall and minor palaces for
extended family were all moved here from Ko Ratanakosin, the ancient royal court. Today the current king
has yet another home and this complex now holds a house museum and other cultural collections.


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7196548505753,100.559165180653&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7665987010002,100.514120025&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7753991986211,100.512578758827&z=15&t=m

Originally constructed on Ko Si Chang in 1868 and moved to the present site in 1910, Vimanmaek
Teak Mansion contains 81 rooms, halls and anterooms, and is said to be the world’s largest golden-teak
building, allegedly built without the use of a single nail. The mansion was the first permanent building on
the Dusit Palace grounds, and served as Rama V’s residence in the early 1900s. The interior of the
mansion contains various personal effects of the king and a treasure trove of early Ratanakosin art objects
and antiques. Compulsory tours (in English) leave every half-hour between 9.45am and 3.15pm, and last
about an hour.

The nearby Ancient Cloth Museum presents a beautiful collection of traditional silks and cottons that
make up the royal cloth collection.

Originally built as a throne hall for Rama V in 1904, the smaller Abhisek Dusit Throne Hall Offline
map Google map is typical of the finer architecture of the era. Victorian-influenced gingerbread
architecture and Moorish porticoes blend to create a striking and distinctly Thai exterior. The hall houses
an excellent display of regional handiwork crafted by members of the Promotion of Supplementary
Occupations & Related Techniques (Support) foundation, an organisation sponsored by Queen Sirikit.

Near the Th U-Thong Nai entrance, two large stables that once housed three white elephants — animals
whose auspicious albinism automatically make them crown property — are now the Royal Elephant
Museum Offline map Google map . One of the structures contains artefacts and photos outlining the
importance of elephants in Thai history and explaining their various rankings according to physical
characteristics. The second stable holds a sculptural representation of a living royal white elephant (now
kept at the Chitlada Palace, home to the current Thai king). Draped in royal vestments, the statue is more
or less treated as a shrine by the visiting Thai public.

Because this is royal property, visitors should wear long pants (no capri pants) or long skirts and shirts
with sleeves.

Rama V Memorial MONUMENT

Offline map Google ma

( ; Click here ; Royal Plaza, Th U-Thong Nai; bus 18, 28, 515) A bronze figure
of a military-garbed leader may seem like an unlikely shrine, but Bangkokians are comfortable with their
expression of religious devotion. Most importantly, the figure is no forgotten general — this is Rama V
(King Chulalongkorn; 1868-1910), who is widely credited for steering the country into the modern age
and for preserving Thailand’s independence from European colonialism. He is also considered a
champion of the common person for his abolition of slavery and corvée (the requirement that every citizen
be available for state labour when called). His accomplishments are so revered, especially by the middle
class, that his statue attracts worshippers (particularly on Tuesdays, the day of his birth), who make
offerings of candles, flowers (predominantly pink roses), incense and bottles of whisky. The statue is also
the site of a huge celebration on 23 October, the anniversary of the monarch’s death.

The domed neoclassical building behind the statue is Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall Offline map
Google map ( www.artsofthekingdom.com; Th U-Thong Nai; admission 150B; = 10am-6pm Tue-Sun) ,
originally built as a royal reception hall during the reign of Rama V, but not completed until 1915, five
years after his death. Today the building houses an exhibit called Arts of the Kingdom, which like the
nearby Abhisek Dusit Throne Hall, displays the products of Queen Sirikit’s Support foundation.

"REE National Library LIBRARY, MUSEUM

Offline map Google ma
(121 0 2281 5212; Th Samsen; =~ 9am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat & Sun; river ferry Tha Thewet) Has


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7735459250001,100.513093938&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7726182372388,100.514947079341&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7702621619694,100.512444082687&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7717648780001,100.513033461&z=15&t=m
http://www.artsofthekingdom.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7723499410002,100.504943976&z=15&t=m

few foreign-language resources, but the library’s strength is in its astrological books and star charts, as
well as recordings by the king and sacred palm-leaf writings and ancient maps.

Suan Phakkad Palace Museum MUSEUM

Offline map Google ma

( ; Click here ; || 0 2245 4934; Th Sri Ayuthaya; admission 100B; ' 9am-4pm; BTS
Phaya Thai) An overlooked treasure, Suan Phakkad is a collection of eight traditional wooden Thai
houses that was once the residence of Princess Chumbon of Nakhon Sawan and before that a lettuce farm
— hence the name. Within the stilt buildings are displays of art, antiques and furnishings, and the
landscaped grounds are a peaceful oasis complete with ducks, swans and a semi-enclosed garden.

The diminutive Lacquer Pavilion , at the back of the complex, dates from the Ayuthaya period and
features gold-leaf jataka and Ramayana murals, as well as scenes from daily Ayuthaya life. The building
originally sat in a monastery compound on Mae Nam Chao Phraya, just south of Ayuthaya. Larger
residential structures at the front of the complex contain displays of Khmer-style Hindu and Buddhist art,
Ban Chiang ceramics and a very interesting collection of historic Buddhas, including a beautiful late U
Thong-style image.

X ACTIVITIES

Traditional Massage
A good massage is the birthright of every Bangkokian, and the joy of every visitor. Correspondingly,
places offering massage are everywhere in Bangkok, and they range in quality, depending largely if they
offer massage or ‘massage’. To avoid the latter, stay clear of the places that advertise via scantily dressed
women.

If it’s your first time in the hands of a Thai masseur/masseuse, discard any preconceived notions, as
many visitors find authentic Thai massage equal parts painful and relaxing. A traditional Thai massage
often also involves herbal heat compresses (oil treatments are typically associated with ‘sexy’ massage).

Health Land SPA, MASSAGE

Offline map Google ma

(www.healthlandspa.com; Thai massage 2 hours 450B) Ekamai ( [/ 0 2392 2233; 96/1 Soi 10, Soi
63/Ekamai, Th Sukhumvit; > 9am-11pm; BTS Ekkamai); Sathon ( [ 0 2637 8883; 120 Th Sathon Neua;
~ 9am-11pm; BTS Chong Nonsi); Sukhumvit ( [// 0 2261 1110; 55/5 Soi 21/Asoke, Th Sukhumvit; =
9am-midnight; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) A winning formula of affordable prices, expert treatments and
pleasant facilities has created a small empire of Health Land centres.

Wat Pho Thai Traditional Medical and Massage School MASSAGE
(121 0 2622 3550; Soi Penphat, Th Sanam Chai; Thai massage per hr 220B; ' 8am-6pm; bus 123, 508,
river ferry Tha Tien) The primary training ground for the masseuses who are deployed across the country;

there are also massage pavilions inside the temple complex (Click here ) and lessons are available (
Click here ).

Asia Herb Association MASSAGE
Offline map Google ma


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7565129580001,100.53857014&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7289466023462,100.586170386201&z=15&t=m
http://www.healthlandspa.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7278935026821,100.569049155718&z=15&t=m

(www.asiaherbassociation.com; Thai massage per hr 350B) Phrom Phong ( [/| 0 2260 8864; 33/1 Soi 24,
Th Sukhumvit; > 10am-9pm; BTS Phrom Phong); Sawastdi ( [/ 0 2261 2201; 20/1 Soi 31/Sawatdi, Th
Sukhumvit; ' 9am- midnight; BTS Phrom Phong); Thong Lor ( [ZI 0 2392 3631; 58/19-25 Soi 55/Thong
Lor, Th Sukhumvit; © 9am-midnight; BTS Thong Lo) With several branches along Th Sukhumvit, this
Japanese-owned chain specialises in massage using pra-kop , traditional Thai herbal compresses filled
with 18 different herbs.

Ruen-Nuad Massage Studio MASSAGE

Offline map Google map

(1210 2632 2662; 42 Th Convent; Thai massage per hr 350B; = 10am-9pm; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si
Lom) Set in a refurbished wooden house, this charming place successfully avoids both the tackiness and
New Aged-ness that characterise most Bangkok massage joints. Prices are affordable too.

Th Sukhumvit is home to several recommended and reputable massage studios, including:

Coran Boutique Spa MASSAGE

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2651 1588; www.coranbangkok.com; 27/1-2 Soi 13, Th Sukhumvit; Thai massage per hr 400B;
11am-10pm; BTS Nana)

Lavana MASSAGE

Offline map Google map

(110 2229 4510; www.lavanabangkok.com; 4 Soi 12, Th Sukhumvit; Thai massage per hr 450B; ~ 9am-
11pm; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit)

Rakuten MASSAGE

Offline map Google map

(121 0 2258 9433; www.rakutenspa.com; 94 Soi 33, Th Sukhumvit; Thai massage per hr 250B; ' noon-
midnight; BTS Phrom Phong)

Baan Dalah MASSAGE
Offline map Google map

(11 0 2653 3358; www.baandalahmindbodyspa.com; 2 Soi 8, Th Sukhumvit; Thai massage per hr 350B;
~ 10am-midnight; BTS Nana)

Spas

Unless you’ve spent your entire visit in an air-conditioned bubble (entirely possible in today’s Bangkok),
at some point you’re going to need to rid yourself of the negative effects of the city’s urban environment.
This can take the form of a simple scrub or can involve multistage treatments involving a customised
choice of aromas and oils, a team of staff and possibly even acupuncture needles. There are countless
spas in Bangkok now, many of them located in the city’s high-end hotels with high-end price tags to match.
To round down your choices, visit www.spasinbangkok.com or consider one of the following:


http://www.asiaherbassociation.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7240377180277,100.534262980036&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7448336712417,100.557447791177&z=15&t=m
http://www.coranbangkok.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7375557006546,100.557759839628&z=15&t=m
http://www.lavanabangkok.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7368180483505,100.568211513379&z=15&t=m
http://www.rakutenspa.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7395020223626,100.555835134784&z=15&t=m
http://www.baandalahmindbodyspa.com
http://www.spasinbangkok.com
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5 Aksra Theatre B2

6 Raintree C2
7 Saxophone Pub & Restaurant B1

Oriental Spa SPA

Offline map Google map

(1«1 0 2659 9000; www.mandarinoriental.com/bangkok/spa; Oriental Hotel; spa packages from 2900B;
9am-10pm; hotel shuttle boat from Tha Sathon/Central Pier) Regarded as among the premier spas in the
world, the Oriental Spa also set the standard for Asian-style spa treatment. Depending on where you flew
in from, the Jet Lag Massage might be a good option, but all treatments require advance booking.

Thann Sanctuary SPA

Offline map Google map

(www.thann.info; spa treatments from 1400B) Gaysorn Plaza ( || 0 2656 1424; 3rd fl, Gaysorn Plaza, cnr
Th Ploenchit & Th Ratchadamri; ' 10am-10pm; BTS Chit Lom); Siam Discovery Center ( [/ 0 2258
0550; 5th fl, Siam Discovery Center, cnr Th Phra Ram I & Th Phayathai; * 10am-9pm; BTS Siam) An
offshoot of the fragrant herbal health products brand, these dark day spas offer a variety of treatments for
those needing some post-shopping therapy.

Spa 1930 SPA

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2254 8606; www.spal930.com; Soi Tonson, Th Ploenchit; spa treatments from 3800B; & 9.30am-
9.30pm; BTS Chit Lom) It rescues relaxers from the contrived spa ambience of New Age music and
ingredients you’d rather see at a dinner party. The menu is simple (face, body care and body massage) and
all scrubs and massage oils are based on traditional Thai herbal remedies.

Divana Massage & Spa SPA

Offline map Google map

(110 2261 6784; www.divanaspa.com; 7 Soi 25, Th Sukhumvit; spa treatments from 2500B; = 1lam-
11pm Mon-Fri, 10-11am Sat & Sun; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) This place retains a unique Thai touch
with a private and soothing setting in a garden house.

Sports & Yoga Facilities
If you're dedicated to the cause of athletic pusuits in this energy-sucking climate, you need access to an
air-conditioned facility. Most membership gyms and top-end hotels have fitness centres and swimming
pools. Some hotels offer day-use fees but these policies vary per establishment.

Clark Hatch Physical Fitness Centers (www.clarkhatchthailand.com) is a top-class operation with
more than 14 locations throughout the city. All branches have weight machines, aerobics classes, pool,



http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7244841919407,100.511677844706&z=15&t=m
http://www.mandarinoriental.com/bangkok/spa
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7466482602265,100.531674720396&z=15&t=m
http://www.thann.info
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7404143230001,100.544646186&z=15&t=m
http://www.spa1930.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7357785290001,100.56326625&z=15&t=m
http://www.divanaspa.com
http://www.clarkhatchthailand.com

sauna and massage.
Other commercial gyms include California Wow (www.californiawowx.com) , with seven branches,
and Fitness First (www.fitnessfirst.co.th) , with 15.

Hash House Harriers RUNNING

(www.bangkokhhh.com) One of Bangkok’s longest-running sports groups is the Hash House Harriers,
who pride themselves both on their dedication to running and their ability to subdue dehydration with
massive amounts of beer. If you’ve got commitment issues with either pursuit, start with a simple jog at a
local park, such as Lumphini ( Click here ).

Thewet & Dusit ®}

400 m
0.2 miles



http://www.californiawowx.com
http://www.fitnessfirst.co.th
http://www.bangkokhhh.com

Thewet & Dusit

@ Sights

1 Abhisek Dusit Throne RoomC1

2 Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall C2
3 Dusit Palace Park C1

4 National LibraryB2

5 Rama V Memorial C2

6 Royal Elephant Museum D2
7Vimanmek Teak Mansion MuseumC1

8 Wat Benchamabophit D3
Activities, Courses & Tours
9 Dusit Zoo D2

10 Tha Thewet A2

© Sleeping
11 Bangkok International Youth HostelB2
12 Phra-Nakorn Norn-Len B3

Shanti Lodge (see 13)

13 Sri Ayuttaya Guest House B2
Taewez Guesthouse (see 13)

% Eating
14 Kaloang Home Kitchen A1

Yoga Elements Studio YOGA

Offline map Google ma

( <1 0 2655 5671; www.vogaelements.com; 23rd fl, 29 Vanissa Bldg, Th Chitlom; BTS Chit Lom)
Emphasises a vinyasa flow practice with attractive rates.

Absolute Yoga YOGA

Offline map Google ma

(11 0 2252 4400; www.absoluteyogabangkok.com; 4th fl, Amarin Plaza, Th Ploenchit; BTS Chit Lom) It
offers yoga for the gym rat, not the spiritualist, with classes in hot yoga, Pilates and vinyasa.

F COURSES
Cooking and language courses dominate Bangkok’s continuing-education syllabus.

Cooking

Imagine the points you’ll rack up if you can make authentic Thai dishes for your friends back at home. A
visit to a Thai cooking school has become a must-do for many Bangkok itineraries, and for some visitors
it’s a highlight of their trip.

Courses range in price and value, but a typical half-day course should include at least a basic
introduction to Thai ingredients and flavours, and a hands-on chance to both prepare and cook several
dishes. Most schools offer a revolving cast of dishes that changes on a daily basis, making it possible to
study for a week without repeating the cooking of a dish. Many courses include a visit to a market, and
nearly all lessons include a set of printed recipes and end with a communal lunch consisting of your
handiwork.


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7455901915084,100.544287802272&z=15&t=m
http://www.yogaelements.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7440794610002,100.541469191&z=15&t=m
http://www.absoluteyogabangkok.com

Thai Temples

Religion permeates Thailand from deep within the souls of the faithful to the unseen
ethereal realm. Sacred spaces can be found in humble corners and exalted centres,
and the Thai temple (wit) is the focal point of every community, the repository of

traditional art and architecture and the primary counsellor for those with wishes and
needs.
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Temple Tour

10 days

Temple buffs can get (o know the ins
and outs of Thai Buddhism on this
journey from Bangkok north to Chiang
Mai.

w Start in Banghak, the seat of the Thai trium-
virmte: nation, monarchy and religion, Tour the
famous riverside semples of Wat Phea Kaew, Wat
Pl and Wat Anan. IF you long to see more, not
B far away are interesting Wal Saket and Wat

S ukhstine

Pw‘-&;""\-.,,
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S BARGHOK

w Take n day tnp io Aywthaya, a former empine
where once gilded temples have become haumi-
ing nains pockmarked by fime. Here, Wt Fhra Si
Sapphet is a musi-see on any temple toor, And
why not tour the temples ke rovaliy aboard an
elephar.

w Take the train to Plitsanulek o pay bomage 1o
Thatland's stunming Buddha in Wal Phra 51 Ratas
Muhathat arxd the T00-vear-old Buxddha =t inlerest-
ing Wat Eatburana, Do as the Thais and eat at

the: Eamwous noodle shop near Wat Phea 5i Ratana
Mahathat as & post-pilgrimage pit-siop,

» Bus over to Sukhothai to meditate among the
fine ancient ruins of a mow-deceased empire tha

Clachwise From top kel & following page
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Fangkok

heralded Thailand's godden em”, Be sure i see
Wat Mahathat and Wat 5i Cham. The ancient
city i &0 vast that visiting the sites by bicyvele is
recoememended.

w Bus north 1o Cliang Mad 1o innserse yoursell
in northern Thai architecure, visiting the okd city
arkl Wt Phra Diod Sethep, which overlooks the
city. In the city itself, Wat Phra Singh and Wat
Chedi Luang make fine venserable stops,






Khao COOKERY COURSE

Offline map Google map

(121 08 9111 0947; www.khaocookingschool.com; D&D Plaza, 68-70 Th Khao San; lessons 1500B; =
9.30am-12.30pm & 1.30-4.30pm) Although it’s located smack dab in the middle of Khao San, this new
cooking school was started up by an authority on Thai food and features instruction on a wide variety of
authentic dishes. Located in the courtyard behind D&D Inn.

Helping Hands COOKERY COURSE

(121 08 4901 8717; www.cookingwithpoo.com) This popular cookery course was started by a native of
Khlong Toey’s slums and is held in her neighbourhood. Courses, which must be booked in advance, span
four dishes and include a visit to Khlong Toey Market and transport to and from Emporium (Click here ).

Baipai Thai Cooking School COOKERY COURSE

( 11 0 2561 1404; www.baipai.com; 8/91 Soi 54, Th Ngam Wong Wan; lessons 1800B; ' 9.30am-
1.30pm & 1.30-5.30pm Tue-Sat) Housed in an attractive suburban villa, and taught by a small army of
staff, Baipai offers two daily lessons of four dishes each. Transport is available.

Blue Elephant Thai Cooking School COOKERY COURSE


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.759178279421,100.496291439786&z=15&t=m
http://www.khaocookingschool.com
http://www.cookingwithpoo.com
http://www.baipai.com

Offline map Google map
(1210 2673 9353; www.blueelephant.com; 233 Th Sathon Tai; lessons 2943B; ' 8.45am-1pm & 1.15-

4.30pm Mon-Sat; BTS Surasak) Bangkok’s most chi-chi Thai cooking school offers two lessons daily.
The morning class squeezes in a visit to a local market, while the afternoon session includes a detailed
introduction to Thai ingredients.

Silom Thai Cooking School COOKERY COURSE

Offline map Google map

(121 08 4726 5669; www.bangkokthaicooking.com; 68 Soi 13/Trok Vaithi, Th Silom; lessons 1000B;
9.30am-1pm & 1.40-6pm; BTS Chong Nonsi) The facilities are basic but Silom crams a visit to a local
market and instruction of six dishes into three and a half hours, making it the best bang for your baht.
Transportation is available.

Meditation

Although at times Bangkok may seem like the most un-Buddhist place on earth, there are several places
where foreigners can practise Theravada Buddhist meditation. For background information on Buddhism,
Click here ; for temple etiquette, Click here and Click here . Additional sources of information include
Dharma Thai (www.dhammathai.org) , which has a rundown on several prominent wat and meditation
centres.

House of Dhamma MEDITATION

Offline map Google map

(1«1 0 2511 0439; www.houseofdhamma.com; 26/9 Soi 15, Th Lat Prao; MRT Lat Phrao) Helen Jandamit
has opened her suburban Bangkok home to meditation retreats and classes in vipassana (insight
meditation). Check the website to see what workshops are on offer, and be sure to call ahead before
making a visit.

Wat Mahathat MEDITATION

Offline map

( 3 Th Maha Rat; bus 32, 201, 503, river ferry Tha Maharaj or Tha Chang) This temple is home to two
independently operating meditation centres. The International Buddhist Meditation CenterOffline map
Google map ( ¢/ 0 2222 6011; www.centermeditation.org; Section 5, Wat Mahathat; donations accepted)
offers daily meditation classes at 7am, 1pm and 6pm. Taught by English-speaking Phra Suputh, classes
last three hours. The Meditation Study and Retreat Center Offline map Google map ( <! 0 223 6878;
www.meditation-watmahadhat.com; Wat Mahathat; donations accepted) offers a regimented daily
programme of meditation. With both of these programmes, longer stays, including accommodation and
food can be arranged, but students are expected to follow a strict regmen of conduct.

World Fellowship of Buddhists MEDITATION

Offline map Google map (WFB; Click here ; [ZI 0 2661 1284; www.wfb-hg.org; 616 Benjasiri Park, Soi
24, Th Sukhumvit; & 8.30am-4pm Sun-Fri; BTS Phrom Phong) On the first Sunday of the month, this
centre of Theravada Buddhism hosts meditation classes in English from 2pm to S5pm. The fellowship also
holds interesting forums on Buddhist issues.



http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7188287096503,100.521567410694&z=15&t=m
http://www.blueelephant.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7233711830369,100.524691065603&z=15&t=m
http://www.bangkokthaicooking.com
http://www.dhammathai.org
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.8105742124278,100.569739350925&z=15&t=m
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BANGKOK FOR CHILDREN

There aren’t a whole lot of attractions in Bangkok meant directly to appeal to the little ones, but
there’s no lack of locals willing to provide attention. The website www.bambiweb.org is a useful
resource for parents in Bangkok.

Housing a colourful selection of traditional Thai dolls, both new and antique, is the Bangkok Doll
Factory & Museum Offline map Google map ( [/ 0 2245 3008; 85 Soi Ratchaphataphan/Mo Leng;
admission free; ' 8am-5pm Mon-Sat; BTS Ratchaprarop) . The downside is that it can be really
hard to find. Approach via Th Si Ayuthaya heading east. Cross under the expressway past the
intersection with Th Ratchaprarop and take the soi to the right of the post office. Follow this windy
street until you start seeing signs.

Disguising learning as kid’s play, most activities at the Children’s Discovery Museum Offline
map Google map ( www.bkkchildrenmuseum.com; Queen Sirikit Park, Th Kamphaengphet 4;
adult/child 70/50B; == 9am-5pm Tue-Fri, 10am-6pm Sat & Sun) are geared to early elementary—
aged children. There is also a toddler-aged playground at the back of the main building. Note that the
museum was closed for revovations at the time of research, and was scheduled to re-open in late
2011. It’s opposite Chatuchak Weekend Market.

Although not specifically child-targeted, the Museum of Siam (Click here ) has lots of interactive
exhibits that will appeal to children.

Dusit Zoo Offline map Google map ( Th Ratchawithi; adult/child 100/50B; = 8am-6pm; bus 18,
28, 515) covers 19 hectares with caged exhibits of more than 300 mammals, 200 reptiles and 800
birds, including relatively rare indigenous species such as banteng, gaur, serow and some
rhinoceros. There are shady grounds plus a lake in the centre with paddleboats for hire and a small
children’s playground.

A massive underwater world has been re-created at the Siam Ocean WorldOffline map Google
map ( www.siamoceanworld.co.th; basement, Siam Paragon, Th Phra Ram I; adult/child 900/700B;
~ 10am-9pm; BTS Siam) shopping-centre aquarium. Gaze into the glass-enclosed deep-reef zone or
view the daily feeding of penguins and sharks.

Lumphini Park ( Click here ) is a trusty ally in the cool hours of the morning and evening for kite-
flying (in season) as well as for stretching the legs and lungs. Nearby, kids can view lethal snakes
become reluctant altruists at the adjacent antivenin-producing Queen Saovabha Memorial Institute
(Click here ) snake farm.

Further Afield, Siam Park City ( 203 Th Suansiam, Khannayao; [! 0 2919 7200;
www.siamparkcity.com; Th Ratchawithi; admission 100-600B; ' 10am-6pm) and Dream World (
/102533 1152; www.dreamworld-th.com; 62 Moo 1, Th Rangsit-Nakornnayok, Patumthani;
admission from 450B; ' 10am-6pm) are expansive amusement parks. Siam Park City features more
than 30 rides and a water park with the largest wave pool in the world, while Dream World features
a snow room. Both lie north of Bangkok and are accessible by taxi from Mo Chit BTS station .

Join the novice monks and other children as they sprinkle tiny pellets of fish food (which are sold
on the pier) into the river at Tha Thewet Offline map Google map ( Th Samsen; ~ 7am-7pm, bus
32, 315, river ferry Tha Thewet) , transforming the muddy river into a brisk boil of flapping bodies.

MBK Center (Click here ) and Siam Paragon (Click here ) both have bowling alleys to keep the
older ones occupied. Krung Sri IMAX Offline map Google map ( [/ 0 2129 4631,
www.imaxthai.com; Siam Paragon, Th Phra Ram I; tickets 350-450B; BTS Siam) screens special-
effects versions of Hollywood action flicks and nature features.

Thai Boxing
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Training in moo-ay tai (also spelt muay thai ) for foreigners has increased in popularity in the past five
years and many camps all over the country are tailoring their programs for English-speaking fighters. The
following camps provide instruction in English and accept men and women. Food and accommodation
can often be provided for an extra charge. The website www.muaythai.com contains loads of information
on training camps.

Muay Thai Institute THAI BOXING GYM
(1210 2992 0096; www.muaythai-institute.net; Rangsit Stadium, 336/932 Th Prachatipat, Pathum Thani;
tuition for 1st level 8000B; BTS Mo Chit & access by taxi) Associated with the respected World Muay
Thai Council, the institute offers a fundamental course (consisting of three levels of expertise), as well as
courses for instructors, referees and judges.

Sor Vorapin Gym THAI BOXING GYM

Offline map Google map

( 1 0 2282 3551; www.thaiboxings.com; 13 Th Kasab, Th Chakraphong; tuition per day/month
500/9000B; bus 2, 15, 44, 511, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) Specialising in training foreign students of both
genders, this gym is sweating distance from Th Khao San. More serious training is held at a gym outside
the city.

Fairtex Muay Thai THAI BOXING GYM

( 11 0 2755 3329; www.fairtexbangplee.com; 99/5 Mu 3, Soi Buthamanuson, Th Thaeparak, Bangpli,
Samut Prakan; tuition & accommodation per day from 1100B; BTS Chong Nonsi & access by taxi) A
popular, long-running camp south of Bangkok.

Thai Language

Union Language School THAI LANGUAGE LESSONS

Offline map Google map

([ 0 2214 6033; www.unionlanguageschool.com; 7th fl, 328 CCT Office Bldg, Th Phayathai; tuition
from 7000B; BTS Ratchathewi) Generally recognised as having the best and most rigorous courses (many
missionaries study here). Union employs a balance of structure- and communication-oriented
methodologies in 80-hour, four-week modules.

American University Alumni Language Centre THAI LANGUAGE LESSONS

Offline map Google map

(AUA,; Click here ; [ 0 2252 8398; www.auathai.com; 179 Th Ratchadamri; tuition per hr 128B; BTS
Ratchadamri) This longstanding institute features various levels of tuition that can be completed within a
sliding timescale.

Pro Language THAI LANGUAGE LESSONS

Offline map Google map
( [ 0 2250 0072; www.prolanguage.co.th; 10th fl, Times Square Bldg, 246 Th Sukhumvit; BTS Asok,

MRT Sukhumvit; tuition from 10,00B) A favourite of expat professionals; Pro Language starts with the
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basics and increases in difficulty to the advanced level, which involves studying examples of Thai
literature.

Siri-Pattana Thai Language School THAI LANGUAGE LESSONS

(11 0 2677 3150; siri_pattanathai@hotmail.com; YWCA, 13 Th Sathon Tai; MRT Lumphini; tuition from
7500B) This institute offers Thai-language courses that cover 30 hours broken into one- or two-hour
classes per day, as well as preparation for the hor hok (teaching proficiency exam).

AAA Thai Language Center THAI LANGUAGE LESSONS

Offline map Google map

(121 0 2655 5629; www.aaathai.com; 6th fl, 29 Vanissa Bldg, Th Chitlom; BTS Chit Lom) Opened by a
group of experienced Thai language teachers from other schools, good-value AAA Thai has a loyal
following.

Thai Massage

Wat Pho Thai Traditional Medical and Massage School THAI MASSAGE

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2622 3550; www.watpomassage.com; 392/25-28 Soi Phen Phat; tuition from 5000B; = 8am-6pm;
bus 508, 512, river ferry Tha Tien) Offers basic and advanced courses in traditional Thai massage; basic
courses offer 30 hours spread out over five days and cover either general massage or foot massage. The
advanced level spans 60 hours, requires the basic course as a prerequisite, and covers therapeutic and
healing massage. Other advanced courses include oil massage and aromatherapy, and infant and child
massage. The school is outside the temple compound in a restored Bangkok shophouse on unmarked Soi
Phen Phat — look for Coconut Palm restaurant.
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START THA CHANG

FINISH AMOROSA

DISTANCE ABOUT 6KM
DURATION FOUR TO SIX HOURS

Walking Tour: Old Bangkok



The bulk of Bangkok’s ‘must-see’ destinations are found in the former royal district, Ko Ratanakosin, and
Banglamphu, so this walking tour links the two, spanning major and minor attractions. It’s best to start
early to beat the heat and get in before the hordes have descended. Remember to dress modestly (long
pants and skirts, shirts with sleeves and closed-toed shoes) in order to gain entry to the temples. Also
ignore any strangers who approach you offering advice on sightseeing or shopping.

Start at @ Tha Chang and follow Th Na Phra Lan east with a quick diversion to @ Silpakern
University , Thailand’s premier fine-arts university. Originally founded as the School of Fine Arts by
Italian artist Corrado Feroci, the university campus includes part of an old palace built for Rama I. If you
haven’t already been, continue east to the main gate into € Wat Phra Kaew & Grand Palace , two of
Bangkok’s most famous attractions.

Double back to Th Maha Rat and proceed north, through a gauntlet of herbal apothecaries and pavement
amulet sellers. Immediately after passing the cat-laden newsstand (you’ll know it when you smell it), turn
left into @ Trok Tha Wang , a narrow alleyway holding a seemingly hidden classic Bangkok
neighbourhood. Returning to Th Maha Rat, continue moving north. On your right is @ Wat Mahathat one
of Thailand’s most respected Buddhist universities.

Across the street, turn left into crowded Trok Mahathat to discover the cramped @ amulet market .
Follow the alley all the way towards the river to appreciate how extensive the amulet trade is.

As you continue north alongside the river, amulets soon turn to food vendors. The emergence of white-
and-black uniforms is a clue that you are approaching @ Thammasat University , known for its law and
political-science departments. The campus was also the site of the bloody October 1976 prodemocracy
demonstrations, when Thai students were killed or wounded by the military.

Exiting the market at Tha Phra Chan, cross Th Maha Rat and continue east, passing even more
traditional Thai medicine shops and amulet vendors until you reach @ Sanam Luang , the ‘Royal Field’.
The park is the site for the annual Ploughing Ceremony, in which the King (or, lately, the Crown Prince)
officially initiates the rice-growing season, and a large kite competition is also held here during the kite-
flying season (mid-February to April).

Cross Th Ratchadamnoen Nai and go north, turning right at the Royal Hotel onto @ Th
Ratchadamnoen Klang , Bangkok’s own Champs Elysées. Continuing east, after the intersection Th
Tanao, you’ll see the ©® October 14 Memeorial , commemorating the civilian demonstrators who were
killed on 14 October 1973 by the military during a prodemocracy rally. Ahead in the distance you’ll see
the four-pronged @ Democracy Monument , erected in 1932 to commemorate Thailand’s transformation
from absolute to constitutional monarchy. In recent decades, the monument has been a site of huge
demonstrations, most notably during 1973 and 1992.

Turn right down Th Din So and continue south until you reach the unmistakable @ Wat Suthat and Sao
Ching-Cha , both lesser-known Bangkok landmarks.

You’re well overdue for lunch at this point, but thankfully you’re only a couple of blocks west of Th
Tanao, one of Bangkok’s premier eating areas. Cut through the @ religious shops along Th Bamrung
Meuang for a pit stop at @ Poj Spa Kar or ©® Chote Chitr .

After lunch, turn left on Th Phraeng Nara, crossing Khlong Lawt, and continue west along Th Lak
Meuang until you reack the street’s namesake and home of Bangkok’s city spirit, @ Lak Meuang .

After paying your respects, head south along Th Sanam Chai and turn right onto Th Thai Wang, which
will escort you to the entrance of @ Wat Pho home of the giant Reclining Buddha and lots of quiet nooks
and crannies.

If you’ve still got the energy, head to adjacent Tha Tien to catch the cross-river ferry to Khmer-
influenced © Wat Arun ; otherwise end your journey with celebratory drinks at the Arun Residence’s
rooftop bar, ® Amerosa — if you’re there at the right time, you can catch one of Bangkok’s premier sunset
views.



G TOURS
If you would like a guide, recommended outfits include Tour with Tong ( #/ 0 81835 0240;
www.tourwithtong.com; day tour from 1000B) , whose team conduct tours in and around Bangkok, and
Thai Private Tour Guide ( [/ 0 81860 9159; www.thaitourguide.com; day tour from 2000B) , where
Chob and Mee get good reviews.

See Click here for more specific guided tour experiences.

Boat Tours

RIVER & CANAL TRIPS

Glimpses of Bangkok’s past as the ‘Venice of the East’ are still possible today, even though the motor
vehicle has long since become the city’s conveyance of choice. Along the river and the canals is a motley
fleet of watercraft, from paddled canoes to rice barges. In these areas many homes, trading houses and
temples remain oriented towards life on the water, providing a fascinating glimpse into the past when
Thais still considered themselves jow nam (water lords).

The most obvious way to commute between riverside attractions is the Chao Phraya Express ( [/ 0
2623 6001; www.chaophrayaboat.co.th; tickets 9-32B) . The terminus for most northbound boats is Tha
Nonthaburi and for most southbound boats it’s Tha Sathon (also called Central Pier), near the Saphan
Taksin BTS station, although some boats run as far south as Wat Ratchasingkhon. See Click here for more
information about boat travel.

For a more custom view, you might consider chartering a long-tail boat along the city’s canals — see
boxed text,Click here for details.

DINNER CRUISES

Perfect for romancing couples or subdued families, dinner cruises drift along Mae Nam Chao Phraya
basking in the twinkling city lights at night, far away from the heat and noise of town. Cruises range from
down-home to sophisticated, but the food generally ranges from mediocre to forgettable.

ROLLIN’ ON THE...CANAL

For an up-close view of the city’s famed canals, long-tail boats are available for hire at Tha Chang,
Tha Tian, Tha Oriental and Tha Phra Athit. Prices at Tha Chang are the highest and allow little room
for negotiation, but you stand the least chance of being taken for a ride or being hit up for tips and
other unexpected fees.

Trips explore the Thonburi canals Khlong Bangkok Noi and, further south, Khlong Bangkok Yai ,
taking in the Royal Barges National Museum, Wat Arun and a riverside temple with fish feeding.
Longer trips diverge into Khlong Mon , between Bangkok Noi and Bangkok Yai, which offers more
typical canal scenery, including orchid farms. On weekends, you have the option of visiting the
Taling Chan floating market . However it’s worth pointing out that, to actually disembark and
explore any of these sights, the most common tour of one hour (1000B, up to six people) is simply
not enough time and you’ll most likely need 12 (1300B) or two hours (1600B). Most operators have
set tour routes, but if you have a specific destination in mind, you can request it.

A cheaper alternative is to take the commuter long-tail boat (50B; one hour; ' 4pm-7pm) that
also departs from Tha Chang, although it’s one-way only and you’ll have to find your own way back
from Bang Yai, located at the distant northern end of Khlong Bangkok Noi.
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Loy Nava DINNER CRUISE

Offline map Google ma

(11 0 2437 4932; www.loynava.com; set menu 1766B; == 6-8pm & 8.10-10.10pm) Operating since 1970,
and quite possibly the original Bangkok dinner cruise, Loy Nava offers two daily excursions, both
departing from the Tha Si Phraya, near River City. A vegetarian menu is available.

Manohra Cruises DINNER CRUISE

(110 2477 0770; www.manohracruises.com; Bangkok Marriott Resort & Spa, Thonburi; cocktail cruise,
dinner cruise adult/child 2343/1712B; == 7.30-10pm) Commands a fleet of converted teak rice barges that
part the waters with regal flair. Boats depart from the Marriott Resort, accessible via a free river shuttle
that operates from Tha Sathon (near BTS Saphan Taksin; see map Click here ).

Wan Fah Cruises DINNER CRUISE

Offline map Google ma

(|10 2222 8679; www.wanfah.in.th; cruises 1200B; = 7-9pm; river ferry to Tha Si Phraya) Departing
from the River City Complex, Wan Fah runs a buxom wooden boat that floats in style with accompanying
Thai music and traditional dance. Dinner options include a standard or seafood set menu, and hotel
transfer is available.

Yok Yor Restaurant DINNER CRUISE

Offline map Google ma

(|10 2439 3477; www.yokyor.co.th; dinner a la carte plus adult/child 140/70B surcharge; ~ 8-10pm;
river-crossing ferry from Th Sri Phraya) This long-running floating restaurant on the Thonburi side of the
river also runs a daily dinner cruise, as well as several boats that can be hired for private functions.

BANG PA-IN & AYUTHAYA CRUISES

A little faster than the days of sailing ships, river cruises from Bangkok north to the ruins of the former
royal capital of Ayuthaya (Click here ) take in all the romance of the river. Most trips include a guided
tour of Ayuthaya’s ruins with a stop at the summer palace of Bang Pa In ( Click here ). Normally only one
leg of the journey between Bangkok and Ayuthaya is aboard a boat, while the return or departing trip is by
bus.

Asian Oasis RIVER CRUISE

Offline map Google ma

(11 0 2655 6246; www.asian-oasis.com; 7th floor, Nai Lert Tower, 2/4 Th Witthayu/Wireless Rd; 2-day
trip 6450-10,450B depending on season & direction) Cruise the Chao Phraya River aboard a fleet of
restored rice barges with old-world charm and modern conveniences. Trips include either an upstream or
downstream journey to/from Ayuthaya with bus transfer in the opposite direction.

Manohra Cruises RIVER CRUISE

( [Z1 0 2477 0770; www.manohracruises.com; Bangkok Marriott Resort & Spa, Thonburi; 3-day trip
69,000B) The nautical equivalent of the Eastern & Oriental Express train, the Manohra Song is a
restored teak rice barge decorated with antiques, Persian carpets and four luxury sleeping berths. The trip
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is a three-day, two-night excursion to Ayuthaya, and the package price is all-inclusive except for tax and
service. The Manohra Dream, an even more luxurious boat for a maximum of two couples, is also
available for longer excursions.

Bicycle & Segway Tours
Although some cycling tours tackle the city’s urban neighbourhoods, many take advantage of the nearby
lush, undeveloped district to the south known as Phra Pradaeng, where narrow walkways crisscross
irrigation canals that feed small-scale fruit plantations and simple villages.

To tour the sites of old Bangkok by free borrowed bicycle, see the boxed text,Click here .

Grasshopper Adventures BICYCLE TOURS

Offline map Google map
(<1 0 2280 0832; www.grasshopperadventures.com; 57 Th Ratchadamnoen Klang; tours from 750B; =

8.30am-6.30pm Mon-Fri; bus 2, 15, 44, 511, klorng taxi Tha Phan Fah) This lauded outfit runs a variety
of unique bicycle tours in and around Bangkok, including a night tour and a tour of the city’s green zones.

ABC Amazing Bangkok Cyclists BICYCLE TOURS

Offline map Google map

(121 0 2665 6364; www.realasia.net; 10/5-7 Soi 26, Th Sukhumvit; tours from 1000B; © tours at 8am,
10am or 1pm; BTS Phrom Phong) Operating for more than a decade, the bike-based tours here purport to
reveal the ‘real’ Asia by following the elevated walkways of the city’s rural canals.

Segway Tour Thailand SEGWAY TOURS

Offline map Google map

(1#1 0 2221 4525; www.segwaytourthailand.com; Maharaj Pier Building, Tha Maharaj, off Th Maha Rat;
half-day tours from 3500B; *~ 9.30am-6.30pm Tues-Sun; 32, 201, 503, river ferry Tha Maharaj) This
outfit runs half-day and full-day Segway tours of Bangkok and elsewhere, including Ayuthaya.

Bangkok Bike Rides BICYCLE TOURS

Offline map Google map

( #I 0 2712 5305; www.bangkokbikerides.com; 14/1-B Soi Phromsi 2, off Soi 39/Phrompong, Th
Sukhumvit; tours from 1000B; ' 8.30am-6.30pm Tue-Sun; BTS Phrom Phong) A division of the tour
company Spice Roads, it offers a variety of tours, both urban and rural.

Walking & Speciality Tours

Although the pollution and heat are significant obstacles, Bangkok is a fascinating city to explore on foot.
If you’d rather do it with an expert guide, Bangkok Private Tours (www.bangkokprivatetours.com; full-
day walking tour 3400B) conducts customised walking tours of the city. And foodies may appreciate the
offerings at Bangkok Food Tours ( [/ 08 9126 3657; www.bangkokfoodtours.com; half-day tour
adult/child 950/750B) , which offer half-day culinary tours of Bangkok’s Bang Rak neighbourhood.

*
%3 FESTIVALS & EVENTS

In addition to the national holidays (Click here ), there’s always something going on in Bangkok. Check
the website of TAT (www.tourismthailand.org) or the Bangkok Information Center Offline map Google
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map (www.bangkoktourist.com) for exact dates. The cultural centres also host various international
festivals.

February & March

Chinese New Year NEW YEAR
Thai-Chinese celebrate the lunar New Year with a week of housecleaning, lion dances and fireworks.
Most festivities centre on Chinatown. Dates vary.

Kite-Flying Season KITE-FLYING
During the windy season (March), colourful kites battle it out over the skies of Sanam Luang and
Lumphini Park.

April & May

Songkran NEW YEAR

The celebration of the Thai New Year has morphed into a water war with high-powered water guns and
water balloons being launched at suspecting and unsuspecting participants. The most intense water battles
take place on Th Khao San. Held in mid-April.

Royal Ploughing Ceremony PLANTING CEREMONY
His Majesty the King (or lately the Crown Prince) commences rice-planting season with a ceremony at
Sanam Luang. Held in May; dates vary.

August
Queen’s Birthday MOTHER’S DAY

The queen’s birthday is recognised as Mother’s Day throughout the country. In Bangkok, festivities centre
on Th Ratchadamnoen and the Grand Palace. Held on 12 August.

September & October
Vegetarian Festival FOOD FESTIVAL

A 10-day Chinese-Buddhist festival wheels out yellow-bannered streetside vendors serving meatless
meals. The greatest concentration of vendors is found in Chinatown. Dates vary.

International Festival of Music & Dance MUSIC & DANCE FESTIVAL
(www.bangkokfestivals.com) An extravaganza of arts and culture sponsored by the Thailand Cultural
Centre. Held September or October.

King Chulalongkorn Day ROYAL EVENT


http://www.bangkoktourist.com
http://www.bangkokfestivals.com

Rama V is honoured on the anniversary of his death at the Royal Plaza in Dusit. Crowds of devotees come
to make merit with incense and flower garlands. Held on 23 October.

November

Loi Krathong FULL-MOON FESTIVAL
A beautiful festival where, on the night of the full moon, small lotus-shaped boats made of banana leaf and
containing a lit candle are set adrift on Mae Nam Chao Phraya. Held in early November.

Fat Festival MUSIC FESTIVAL
Sponsored by FAT 104.5FM radio, Bangkok’s indie-est indie bands gather for an annual fest. Held in
early November.

Bangkok Pride GAY & LESBIAN
(www.bangkokpride.org) A week-long festival of parades, parties and awards is organised by the city’s
gay businesses and organisations. Held in mid-November.

Bangkok World Film Festival FILM FESTIVAL
(www.worldfilmbkk.com) Home-grown talent and overseas indies arrive on the silver screens. Held in
mid-November.

December

King’s Birthday FESTIVAL
Locals celebrate their monarch’s birthday with lots of parades and fireworks. Held on 5 December.

= SLEEPING

At first glance, deciding where to lay your head in Bangkok appears an insurmountable task — there are
countless hotels in virtually every corner of this sprawling city. Making this task slightly easier is the fact
that where you stay is largely determined by your budget. Banglamphu and the tourist ghetto of Th Khao
San still hold the bulk of Bangkok’s budget accommodation, although the downside is that it can be
difficult to get to other parts of town. Cheap rooms are also available around lower Th Sukhumvit,
although you’ll have to put up with sex tourists and touts. Chinatown also has its share of hotels in this
category, with the added bonus of anonymity. And there’s a decent selection of budget digs on Soi Ngam
Duphli, near Th Sathon.

Those willing to spend a bit more can consider staying in ‘downtown’ Bangkok. Both Th Sukhumvit
and Th Silom have heaps of midrange options, often within walking distance of the BTS or MRT. The sois
opposite the National Stadium, near Siam Sq, have some good midrange options, and have the benefit of
being close to the BTS.

Upper Sukhumvit is home to many of Bangkok’s boutique and upscale designer hotels. And the city’s
most famous luxury hotels are largely found along the riverside near Th Silom.



http://www.bangkokpride.org
http://www.worldfilmbkk.com

PRICE RANGES IN BANGKOK

Hotel rooms are generally more expensive in Bangkok than elsewhere in Thailand, but don’t fret as
there’s a huge variety and significant discounts can be had, making accommodation very good value
overall. In this chapter, we have divided rooms into the following three categories:

» Budget less than 1000B

» Midrange 1000B to 3000B

» Top End more than 3000B

The prices listed are high-season walk-in rates, but it’s worth noting that significant discounts can be
found by booking online. See the boxed text, Click here for recommended sites.

So what do you get for your money? At the budget end, the days of 50B beds in Banglamphu are
over, but those counting every baht can still get a fan-cooled dorm bed (or a closet-like room) for
between 150B and 200B with a shared bathroom. The more you’re willing to pay, the more likely
you are to get a towel, hot water and air-con. If you require privacy and your own bathroom, paying
in the realm of 700B or so can get you a capable, although generally characterless, room.

The biggest mixed bag of all, the midrange level starts out with the high-quality guest houses, then
moves into a grey area of ordinariness. Above 1000B, the hotels have all the appearance of a hotel
back home — a bellboy, uniformed desk clerks and a well-polished lobby — but without the
predictability. If you’re on a lower midrange budget, and aren’t so keen on aesthetics, some very
acceptable rooms can be had for between around 1500B and 2000B. If your budget is near the higher
end of the scale, it really pays to book ahead, as online discounts here can be substantial.

Bangkok’s growing array of top-end hotels typically include amenities such as pool, spa, fitness
and business centres and overpriced internet connections. The famous brands generally provide
more space, while ‘boutique’ hotels emphasise ambience. In the top tier, rooms start at more than
10,000B, but in most of the luxurious design and boutique hotels, and the vast majority of the
international brands, you’re looking at about 6000B to 9000B, before hefty online discounting. Keep
in mind that the hotels in this category will generally add a 10% service charge plus 7% tax to hotel
bills.

KO RATANAKOSIN, BANGLAMPHU & THONBURI

Ko Ratanakosin, the most touristed area of Bangkok, was until relatively recently utterly devoid of
lodging options. But with the advent of the boutique-hotel craze, a few riverside shophouses are being
transformed into charming tourists’ nests.

Although Banglamphu is ground zero for budget accommodation in Bangkok, this doesn’t necessarily
mean it’s the only or even the best place to stay in town, but prices are generally low, and services such
as internet cafes, travel agents and beer stalls are available in abundance, making it a convenient base.

In recent years many longstanding Banglamphu guest house owners have converted their former hovels
into small hotels, leading to an abundance of new, good-value midrangers and posh backpacker hostels.
Although some see this as the gentrification of Th Khao San, it’s added a dimension of accommodation
that was previously lacking.

It would be impossible to list all of Banglamphu’s accommodation options in this book. Instead, we’ve
chosen a select few that stand out, typically those away from the main strip, which can get pretty noisy. If
you’ve got the time, explore a bit and check out a few guest houses before making a decision — there are
increasingly attractive options spanning all price levels on outlying streets such as riverside Th Phra
Athit, leafy Soi Ram Buttri and the residential side streets off Th Samsen. During the high season
(December to February), however, it’s probably a wise idea to take the first vacant bed you come across.
The best time of day to find a vacancy is around check-out time, 10am or 11am.



Th Khao San & Around

Diamond House BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(1«1 0 2629 4008; www.thaidiamondhouse.com; 4 Th Samsen; r 2000-2800B, ste 3600B; [#|@= ; bus 32,
516, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) Despite sharing real estate with a rather brash Chinese temple, there’s no
conflict of design at this eccentric, funky hotel. Most rooms are loft style, with beds on raised platforms,
and are outfitted with stained glass, dark, lush colours and chic furnishings. There’s a lack of windows,
and some of the suites aren’t that much larger than the cheaper rooms, but a rooftop sunbathing deck and
an outdoor Jacuzzi (!) make up for this.

NapPark Hostel HOSTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2282 2324; www.nappark.com; 8 Th Tani; dm 550-750B; [#/@ = ; river ferry Tha Phra Athit) This
exceedingly well-done hostel features dorm rooms of various sizes, the smallest and most expensive of
which boasts six pod-like beds outfitted with power points, mini-TV, reading lamp, and wi-fi. Daily
cultural-based activities including bike trips and volunteer opportunities, and inviting communal areas
ensure that you may not actually get the chance to plug in.

Buddy Boutique Hotel BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(110 2629 4477; www.buddylodge.com; 256 Th Khao San; r incl breakfast 3500-4500B; [#/@ F/2 ; bus
2, 15, 44, 511, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) This gigantic complex, which includes a pool, fitness room and,
ahem, a branch of McDonald’s, is, as far as we’re aware, the most expensive place to stay on Th Khao
San. Correspondingly, rooms are comfortable, well equipped and evocative of a breezy tropical manor
house.

Villa Cha-Cha HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(1210 2280 1025; www.villachacha.com; 36 Th Tani; r 900-2900B; #/@/%/2 ; bus 53, 516, river ferry
Tha Phra Athit) Wind between statues, lounging residents, an expansive restaurant and an inviting pool to
emerge at this seemingly hidden, but popular hotel. A few clumsy stabs have been made at interior design
(think topless portraits), but the real draw is the social, resort-like atmosphere.

Rikka Inn BUDGET HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

( [ 02282 7511; www.rikkainn.com; 259 Th Khao San; r 1150-1450B,; [#|@=/2/ ; bus 53, 516, river
ferry Tha Phra Athit) Boasting tight but attractive rooms, a rooftop pool and a central location, the new
Rikka is one of several great-value hotels changing the face of Th Khao San.

Lamphu House BUDGET HOTEL $
Offline map Google map
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(110 2629 5861; www.lamphuhouse.com; 75-77 Soi Ram Buttri; r 400-980B; #|@ % ; river ferry Tha
Phra Athit) Tucked off Soi Ram Buttri, you’ll forget how close to Th Khao San you are in this quiet,
homey budget hotel. Rooms are simple but clean, with the cheapies cooled by fan and sharing bathrooms.

Viengtai Hotel HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(1 0 2280 5434; www.viengtai.co.th; 42 Th Rambuttri; r 2200-4000B, ste 5200B; [#/@/=/2 ; bus 53,
516, ferry Tha Phra Athit) Long before Th Khao San was ‘discovered’, this was an ordinary Chinese-
style hotel in a quiet neighbourhood. It now sits comfortably in the midrange with reliable but unstylish
rooms. Prices include breakfast.

Outside the Th Khao San Area

.ﬁ> Lamphu Tree House BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

( <1 0 2282 0991; www.lamphutreehotel.com; 155 Wanchat Bridge, Th Prachatipatai; r incl breakfast
1500-2100B; #@ =2/ ; bus 56, 58, 516, klorng taxi Tha Phah Fah, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) Despite
the name, this attractive midranger has its feet firmly on land and as such, represents brilliant value.
Rooms are attractive and inviting, and the rooftop bar, pool, internet, restaurant and quiet canal-side
location ensure that you may never feel the need to leave. A new annexe a couple of blocks away
increases your odds of snagging an elusive reservation.

Arun Residence BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$%

Offline map Google map

(1102221 9158; www.arunresidence.com; 36-38 Soi Pratu Nok Yung, Th Maha Rat; r 3500-3800B, ste
5500B; #/@/% ; bus 123, 508, river ferry Tha Tien) Although strategically located across from Wat Arun,
this multilevel wooden house on the river boasts much more than just brilliant views. The six rooms here
manage to feel both homey and stylish, some being tall and loftlike, while others cojoin two rooms (the
best is the top-floor suite with its own balcony). There are inviting communal areas, including a library, a
rooftop bar and a restaurant. Breakfast is included.

Praya Palazzo BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

( |1 0 2883 2998; www.prayapalazzo.com; 757/1 Somdej Prapinklao Soi 2, Thonburi; r 6000-11,900B,
ste 16,500-26,500B; #/F/2 ; hotel shuttle from Tha Phra Athit) After lying dormant for nearly 30 years,
this elegant 19th-century mansion has been reborn as an attractive riverside boutique hotel. The 17 rooms
can feel rather tight, and river views can be elusive, but the meticulous renovation, handsome antique
furnishings and bucolic atmosphere convene in a hotel with genuine old-word charm. Prices include
breakfast.

Chakrabongse Villas BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map
(110 2622 3356; www.thaivillas.com; 396/1 Th Maha Rat; r 5000B, ste 10,000-40,00B; [#/@|2/ ; river
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ferry Tha Tien) The occasionally inhabited compound of Thai royalty dating back to 1908, this unique
hotel incorporates three sumptuous but cramped rooms and six larger suites and villas. There’s a pool,
jungle-like gardens and an elevated deck for romantic riverside dining. Breakfast is included.

Fortville Guesthouse BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2282 3932; www.fortvilleguesthouse.com; 9 Th Phra Sumen; r 650-970B; bus 32, 33, 64, 82; [#/@
%, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) With an exterior that combines elements of a modern church and/or castle,
and an interior that relies on mirrors and industrial elements, the design concept of this unique new hotel
is a bit hard to pin down. Rooms are stylishly minimal, and the more expensive ones include perks such
as fridge, balcony and free wi-fi.

Navalai River Resort HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(121 0 2280 9955; www.navalai.com; 45/1 Th Phra Athit; r incl breakfast 2900-4800B; bus 32, 33, 64,
82; %@ =2/ | river ferry Tha Phra Athit) The latest thing to go up on breezy Th Phra Athit, this chic hotel
has 74 modern rooms, many looking out over the Chao Phraya River. There are attractive Thai design
touches throughout, but you might end up spending much of your time checking out the views from the
rooftop pool.

Old Bangkok Inn BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

( [ 0 2629 1787; www.oldbangkokinn.com; 609 Th Phra Sumen; r incl breakfast 3190-6590B; klorng
taxi to Tha Phan Fah; #/@/F ) The 10 rooms in this refurbished antique shophouse are decadent and
sumptuous, combining rich colours and heavy wood furnishings. All have computers for personal use, and
some have semi-outdoor bathrooms. The perfect honeymoon hotel.

Baan Sabai BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2629 1599; baansabai@hotmail.com; 12 Soi Rongmai; s 190, r 270-600B; #|@ ; bus 53, 516, river
ferry Tha Phra Athit) Truly living up to its name (Comfortable House), this rambling old building holds
dozens of plain but comfy rooms, at a variety of prices. There’s a palpable old-school atmosphere,
particularly at the inviting open-air restaurant-bar area downstairs.

New Siam Riverside HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2629 3535; www.newsiam.net; 21 Th Phra Athit; r incl breakfast 1390-2990B; @2/ ; bus 32, 33,
64, 82, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) One of a couple of new places along Th Phra Athit taking advantage of
the riverside setting, this hotel has comfortable rooms with tiny bathrooms. But the real value is the
amenities (internet, travel agent, restaurant) and the location on one of the city’s more pleasant streets.

Aurum: The River Place BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$%
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Offline map Google map
( <1 0 2622 2248; www.aurum-bangkok.com; 394/27-29 Soi Pansook, Th Maha Rat; r incl breakfast

3950-4900B; #/@/= ; bus 123, 508, river ferry Tha Tien) The 12 modern rooms here don’t necessarily
reflect the grand European exterior of this refurbished shophouse. Nonetheless they’re comfortable and
well appointed, and most offer fleeting views of the Chao Phraya.

Baan Chantra BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2628 6988; www.baanchantra.com; 120 Th Samsen; r incl breakfast 2400-3500B; [#/@/% ; bus 32,
516, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) This beautiful converted house is without pretensions, preferring to be
comfortable and roomy rather than fashionable and pinched. Many of the house’s original teak details
remain, and the deluxe room boasts a sunny patio.

Wild Orchid Villa BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

(1102629 4378; www.wildorchidvilla.com; 8 Soi Chana Songkhram; r 280-1800B; [#|@ % ; bus 32, 33,
64, 82, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) The cheapies here are some of the tiniest we’ve seen anywhere, but all
rooms are clean and neat, and come in a bright, friendly package. This place is exceedingly popular, so
it’s best to book ahead.

Penpark Place BUDGET HOTEL $-$%

Offline map Google map

(121 0 2628 8896; www.penparkplace.com; 22 Soi 3, Th Samsen; r 300-1350B, ste 1800B; [#/@/= ; bus
53, 516, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) This former factory has been turned into a good-value budget hotel.
Rooms in the original building are little more than a bed and a fan, but a recent add-on sees a handful of
well-equipped apartment-like rooms and suites.

Some other budget and midrange options:

Hotel Dé Moc HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2282 2831; www.hoteldemoc.com; 78 Th Prachathipatai; r incl breakfast 1960-2520B; [#/@ =2/ ;
bus 12, 56) The rooms at this classic hotel are large, with high ceilings and generous windows, but the

furnishings could certainly use an update. Complimentary transport to Th Khao San and free bike rental
are thoughtful perks.

Sam Sen Sam GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map
([ 0 2628 7067; www.samsensam.com; 48 Soi 3, Th Samsen; r 590-2400B; river ferry to Tha Phra

Athit; #/@/F/ ) One of the homiest places around, this bright, refurbished villa gets good reports about its
friendly service and quiet location.

Rajata Hotel BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map
(11 0 2628 8084; www.rajatahotel.com; 46 Soi 6, Th Samsen; r 650-850B; #/@/% ; bus 53, 516, river
ferry Tha Phra Athit) This old-skool hotel is a plain but comfortable choice for those who don’t want to
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stay on Th Khao San, but who don’t want to be too far away.

New Merry V Guest House BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2280 3315; newmerry@gmail.com; 18-20 Th Phra Athit; s 150, r 290-700B; #/@! ; bus 32, 33, 64,
82, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) The cheap rooms here are as bare as it gets, but are spotless and have
ample natural light and the odd view or two.

CHINATOWN & PHAHURAT

Yaowarat, Bangkok’s Chinatown, isn’t the most hospitable part of town, but for those who wish to stay off
the beaten track it’s an area where travellers can remain largely anonymous. There’s a decent selection of
accommodation, much of it just off busy streets, so be sure to assess the noise situation before choosing
your room. The area used to be a nightmare to get to, but the MRT stop at Hua Lamphong has improved
things immensely.

If you’re arriving in Bangkok by train and can’t be bothered to search elsewhere for accommodation,
there are several great budget choices near Hua Lamphong train station, including the Baan Hualampong
(Click here ), Siam Classic Offline map Google map ( |/ 0 2639 6363; www.siamclassic-hostel.com;
336/10 Trok Chalong Krung; r 450-1400B; [#/@/% ; MRT Hua Lamphong, river ferry Tha Ratchawong)

and @Hua Lamphong Offline map Google map ( ¢/ 0 2639 1925; www.at-hualamphong.com; 326/1 Th
Phra Ram IV; dm 200B, r 690-1000B; #/@|=/ ; MRT Hua Lamphong, river ferry Tha Ratchawong) .

Shanghai Mansion BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$%

Offline map Google map

(<1 02221 2121; www.shanghai-inn.com; 479-481 Th Yaowarat; r 2500-3500B, ste 4000B; [#@% ;
river ferry Tha Ratchawong) Easily the most consciously stylish place to stay in Chinatown, if not in all
of Bangkok. This award-winning boutique hotel screams Shanghai circa 1935 with stained glass, an
abundance of lamps, bold colours and tongue-in-cheek Chinatown kitsch. If you’re willing to splurge, ask
for one of the bigger streetside rooms with tall windows that allow more natural light.

Baan Hualampong GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2639 8054; www.baanhualampong.com; 336/20-21 Trok Chalong Krung; dm 250B, r 290-800B;
@[= ; MRT Hua Lamphong) Repeat visitors rave about the homey setting and warm, personal service at
this guest house. Located a short walk from Hua Lamphong train station, it has kitchen and laundry
facilities, and there are lots of chill-out areas and computers. Prices include breakfast.

China Town Hotel HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

( <1 0 2225 0204; www.chinatownhotel.co.th; 526 Th Yaowarat; r 880-2500B; @/ ; MRT Hua
Lamphong, river ferry Tha Ratchawong) Popular with Chinese tourists, the lobby here plays on the theme
suggested by the hotel’s name, but the rooms are largely devoid of any design concept. Nonetheless,
they’ve recently been remodelled and offer decent value.

RIVERSIDE
Accommodation on either side of the Mae Nam Chao Phraya tends to diverge between upscale and hostel,
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with little in between.

Oriental Hotel LUXURY HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google ma

(1«1 0 2659 9000; www.mandarinoriental.com; 48 Soi 40/Oriental, Th Charoen Krung; r 12,799-14,799B,
ste 23,999-140,999B; #/@|=2¢ ; hotel shuttle boat from Tha Sathon/Central Pier) For the true Bangkok
experience, a stay at this grand old riverside hotel is a must. The majority of rooms are located in the
modern and recently refurbished New Wing, but we prefer the old-world ambience of the Garden and
Authors’ Wings. The hotel is also home to the city’s most longstanding fine dining restaurant, Le
Normandie (Click here ), and across the river in Thonburi one of the region’s most acclaimed spas ( Click
here ) and a cooking school. Breakfast is included. For background on the hotel’s history, see the boxed
text, above.

BANGKOK’S GRANDE DAME

The Oriental Hotel started out as a roughshod boarding house for European seafarers in the late 19th
century, but was transformed into an aristocratic magnet by Hans Niels Anderson, the founder of the
formidable East Asiatic Company (which operated between Bangkok and Copenhagen). He hired an
Italian designer to build what is now known as the Authors’ Wing, which was the city’s most
elaborate secular building; all other grand architecture at the time was commissioned by the king.

With a dramatic setting beside Mae Nam Chao Phraya, the hotel has gained its reputation from its
famous guests. A Polish-born sailor named Joseph Conrad stayed here inbetween nautical jobs in
1888. W Somerset Maugham stumbled into the hotel with an advanced case of malaria contracted
during his overland journey from Burma. In his feverish state, he heard the German manager arguing
with the doctor about how a death in the hotel would hurt business. Maugham’s recovery and
completion of Gentleman in the Parlour: A Record of a Journey from Rangoon to Haiphong
contributed to the long-lasting literary appeal of the hotel. Other notable guests have included Noél
Coward, Graham Greene, John le Carré, James Michener, Gore Vidal and Barbara Cartland. Some
modern-day writers even claim that a stay in the Oriental will overcome writer’s block.

To soak up the ambience of old seafaring Bangkok, stop by for a cocktail at the Bamboo Bar or
toast the ‘swift river’ as Noél Coward did from the riverside terrace. For teetotallers, an afternoon
brew is served in a frilly Victorian lounge filled with black-and-white photographs of Rama V. To
ensure its aristocratic leanings in a less formal age, the hotel enforces a dress code (no shorts,
sleeveless shirts or sandals allowed).

Shangri-La Hotel LUXURY HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google ma

(12102236 7777; www.shangri-la.com; 89 Soi 42/1/Wat Suan Phlu, Th Charoen Krung; r 6800-7700B,
ste 8500-15,600B; #/@(=/2 ; BTS Saphan Taksin) A recent facelift has the longstanding Shangri-La
looking better than ever. Generous rates, breakfast included, a resort-like atmopshere and ample activities
and amenities make this a good choice for families.

Swan Hotel HOTEL $$
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Offline map Google map
( ¢ 0 2235 9271; www.swanhotelbkk.com; 31 Soi 36, Th Charoen Krung; s/d incl breakfast

1200/1500B; [#@/=2 ; river ferry Tha Oriental) Despite its relatively large size, this classic Bangkok
hotel is able to maintain a homey feel. Recent renovations has it looking better than ever, although the
room furnishings are still stuck in the 1970s. The inviting pool area is a bit more timeless, and the entire
place is virtually spotless.

Peninsula Hotel LUXURY HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2861 2888; www.peninsula.com; off Th Charoen Nakhon, Thonburi; r 10,800-15,500B, ste 18,800-
120,000B; hotel shuttle boat from Tha Sathon/Central Pier; #|@%/2 ) After more than a decade in
Bangkok, the Pen still seems to have it all: the location (towering over the river in Thonburi), the rep (it’s
consistently one of the highest-ranking luxury hotels in the world) and one of the highest levels of service
in town. If money is no obstacle, stay on one of the upper floors (there are 38) where you literally have all
of Bangkok at your feet. Prices include breakfast.

Millennium Hilton HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

( <1 0 2442 2000; www.bangkok.hilton.com; off Th Charoen Nakhorn, Thonburi; r 6200-7800B, ste
10,000B; [#/@/F/2| ; hotel shuttle boat from River City & Tha Sathon/Central Pier) As soon as you enter
the dramatic lobby, it’s obvious that this is Bangkok’s youngest, most modern riverside hotel. Rooms, all
of which boast widescreen river views, follow this theme and are decked out with funky furniture and
Thai-themed photos. A glass elevator and an artificial beach are just some of the fun touches.

River View Guest House BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2234 5429; www.riverviewbkk.com; 768 Soi Phanurangsi, Th Songwat; r 350-1500B; #/ = ; river
ferry Marine Department) After 20 years, this towering budget staple is finally receiving a much-needed
rennovation. The rooms that have been renovated are spacious and modern, although the halls and exterior
are caught in a rather gritty time warp. To get there, heading north on Th Charoen Krung from Th Si
Phraya, take a left onto Th Songwat (before the Chinatown Arch), then the second left onto Soi
Phanurangsi. You’ll start to see signs at this point.

New Road Guesthouse HOSTEL $

Offline map Google map

(1«1 0 2630 9371; www.newroadguesthouse.com; 1216/1 Th Charoen Krung; dm fan/air-con 160/250B, r
900-2500B; #/@|= ; river ferry Tha Si Phraya) For those on tight budgets, the clean dorms with fan are
among the cheapest accommodation in all of Bangkok. The attached travel agency, visit beyond (Click
here ), is reputable.

P&R Residence BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map
( [ 0 2639 6091-93; pandrresidence@gmail.com; 34 Soi 30, Th Charoen Krung; r 900-1800B; #/% ;


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7249011029801,100.515452828105&z=15&t=m
http://www.swanhotelbkk.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7204105232653,100.510990599657&z=15&t=m
http://www.peninsula.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7286657510001,100.510726603&z=15&t=m
http://www.bangkok.hilton.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7341705375144,100.511999917449&z=15&t=m
http://www.riverviewbkk.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7256400030001,100.515904466&z=15&t=m
http://www.newroadguesthouse.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7284238828269,100.51470944458&z=15&t=m

river ferry Tha Si Phraya) There’s nothing fancy about the P&R, but its rooms are comfortable and clean
and it’s very fairly priced for this atmospheric corner of town.

SILOM & SATHON

The city’s financial district along Th Silom is not the most charming area of town, but it is convenient to
nightspots and to the BTS and MRT for quick access to modern parts of Bangkok. There’s a lack of budget
accommodation around Th Silom, but some good-value boutique midrangers can be found on Th Sala
Daeng. Some of Bangkok’s most famous top-enders are also located along this stretch of the river and can
be reached via the complimentary hotel ferries at Tha Sathon (Central Pier).

Th Sathon is home to several top-end hotels, but lacks atmosphere, the primary feature being the vast
eponymous road. If you need to stay around this area also check out Click here for a few more hotel
options around lower Th Sathon.

|89/ Siam Heritage BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$

(11 0 2353 6101; www.thesiamheritage.com; 115/1 Th Surawong; r 3000-3500B, ste 4500-9000B; [#/@
=2 ; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) Tucked off busy Th Surawong, this classy boutique hotel oozes
with homey Thai charm — probably because the owners also live in the same building. The rooms are
decked out in silk and dark woods with genuinely thoughtful design touches, not to mention thoughtful
amenities. There’s an inviting rooftop garden/pool/spa, which like the rest of the hotel, are cared for by a
team of charming and professional staff. Breakfast is included. Highly recommended.

Heritage Baan Silom BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$

Offline map Google ma

( 11 0 2236 8388; www.theheritagehotels.com; Baan Silom Shopping Centre, 669 Soi 19, Th Silom; r
2100-3400B; #|@ = ; BTS Surasak) Tucked behind a ‘lifestyle arcade’ (ie shopping centre), this
wannabe top-ender is a modern interpretation of an English colonial-era mansion. Carefully designed
with attractive wood and wicker furnishings, the rooms are bright and airy, each featuring a different
colour theme and custom wall prints.

LLa Résidence Hotel BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$%

Offline map Google ma

(110 2233 3301, www.laresidencebangkok.com; 173/8-9 Th Surawong; r 1200-2200B, ste 3200-3700B;
#|@ = ; BTS Chong Nonsi) La Résidence is a boutique inn with playfully and individually decorated
rooms. A standard room is very small and fittingly decorated like a child’s bedroom. The next size up is
more mature and voluptuous with blood-red walls and modern Thai motifs. Breakfast is included.

Baan Saladaeng BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$

Offline map Google ma

(11 0 2636 3038; www.baansaladaeng.com; 69/2 Soi Sala Daeng 2; r incl breakfast 1300-2300B; [#/% ;
BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) Of the handful of pint-sized boutique hotels along Th Sala Daeng, Baan
Saladaeng is most welcoming. The lobby’s cheery primary colour theme carries on into the 11 rooms,
those on the upper floors being the largest and airiest.
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Triple Two Silom HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(<10 2627 2222; www.tripletwosilom.com; 222 Th Silom; r 3500-3800B, ste 5500B; [#/@F ; BTS
Chong Nonsi) Rooms here resemble sleek modern offices — in a good way. But don’t worry, with huge
bathrooms and inviting-looking beds, you’ll be inspired to relax, not work. Guests can use the rooftop
garden, but have to go next door to the sister Narai Hotel for the swimming pool and fitness centre. Prices
include breakfast.

Dusit Thani LUXURY HOTEL $$$%

Offline map Google map

(<1 0 2200 9000; www.dusit.com; 946 Th Phra Ram IV; r 7900-10,000B, ste 12,500-32,500B; /@)=
; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) At one point the tallest building in the country, this venerable luxury
hotel is a testament to how much things have changed in Bangkok. A 2010 renovation has many of the
rooms looking more modern than the flagrantly 1970s exterior, but the hotel remains notable more for its
convenient location and city views than its hip factor. Breakfast is included.

Rose Hotel HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2266 8268-72; www.rosehotelbkk.com; 118 Th Surawong; r 3200-3400B, ste 4000-4400B; [*/@/=|
%/ ; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) Don’t let the unremarkable exterior fool you — the convenient
location, modern rooms, pool, gym and sauna make this Vietham War—era vet a pretty solid deal. Prices
include breakfast.

HQ Hostel HOSTEL $

Offline map Google map

( [ 0 2233 1598; www.hghostel.com; 5/3-4 Soi 3, Th Silom; dm 380-599B, r 1300-1700B; #@= ;
BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) This new hostel combines basic but stylish rooms and dorms with
inviting communal areas, smack dab in the middle of Bangkok’s financial district.

Bangkok Christian Guest House BUDGET HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(1210 2233 2206; www.bcgh.org; 123 Soi Sala Daeng 2; s/d/tr incl breakfast 1100/1540/1980B; [*/@/=|
| ; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) This austere guest house is a great choice for families, as some
rooms have as many as five beds and there’s a 2nd-floor children’s play area.

YHA Downtown Bangkok HOSTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2266 4443; 395/4 Th Silom; dm 299B, r 699-1129B; #/@/%/ ; BTS Chong Nonsi) Another tidy and
conveniently located backpacker hostel.

SIAM SQUARE & PRATUNAM

For centrally located accommodation, there’s really no better destination than the area surrounding Siam
Square. Home to the intersection of the two BTS lines, and only a brief-ish (depending on traffic) taxi
ride to Banglamphu, this is about as good as it gets in ever-expanding Bangkok.

For those on a budget who also need a central location, a low-key backpacker community exists along
Soi Kasem San 1 (say ‘ga-sdirm’), across from the National Stadium.
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2980 Siam@si

cHoice/” Siam(@ Siam HOTEL $3$

(1«1 0 2217 3000; www.siamatsiam.com; 865 Th Phra Ram I; r incl breakfast 5000-700B; #/@=2! ; BTS
National Stadium) The lobby of this new hotel is more amusement park than accommodation, but that’s
what makes it so much fun. A seemingly random mishmash of colours and materials result in a style one
could only describe as ‘junkyard’ — but in a good way, of course. The rooms, which continue the theme,
and which are located between the 14th and 24th floors, offer terrific city views, free wi-fi and breakfast.
There’s also a spa, a rooftop restaurant and a pool on the 11th floor.

Lub*d HOSTEL $

Offline map Google map

( 11 0 2634 7999; www.lubd.com; Th Pha Ram I, dm 550B, r 1350-1800B; #/@ % ; BTS National
Stadium) The title is a play on the Thai lap dee, meaning ‘sleep well’, but the fun atmosphere at this
bright new backpacker hostel might make you want to stay up all night. There are 24 dorms (including
women-only dorms), each with only four beds, and a few private rooms, both with and without
bathrooms. There’s an inviting communal area stocked with free internet, games and a bar, and thoughtful
facilities ranging from washing machines to a theatre room. If this one’s full, there’s another branch ( [/ 0
2634 7999; www.lubd.com; 4 Th Decho; dm 400B, r 1050-1400B; #/@ = ; BTS Chong Nonsi) just off
Th Silom.

Swisshotel Nai Lert Park LUXURY HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(1210 2253 0123; www.swissotel.com/bangkok-nailertpark; 2 Th Witthayw/Wireless Rd; r 4100-4500B,
ste 5200-6800B; #/@/=2 ; BTS Phloen Chit, klorng taxi Tha Withayu) This hotel has seen a few
reincarnations during its 30-year history, but we like the current one. The suites follow the sleek design
theme laid out in the lobby, while cheaper rooms follow a more conservative wood-heavy ‘classic’
theme. Regardless, all are huge and include balconies. Breakfast is included.

Conrad Hotel Bangkok HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

( <1 0 2690 9999; www.conradhotels.com; 87 Th Witthayw/Wireless Rd; r 7298-10,005B, ste 14,242-
17,185B; [#|@/=/2| ; BTS Phloen Chit) When built in 2003, the Conrad was one of the first hotels in
Bangkok to consciously make an effort to appeal to the young and hip. It has since been surpassed in this
area, but still offers attractive and comfortable accommodation. Breakfast is included.

Reno Hotel BUDGET HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2215 0026; www.renohotel.co.th; 40 Soi Kasem San 1; r incl breakfast 1280-1890B; BTS National
Stadium, klorng taxi to Tha Ratchathewi; [#/@|%2¢ ) Most of the rooms reflect the renovations evident in
the lobby and exterior, but the cafe and classic pool of this Vietham War-era hotel still cling to the past.

Vie HOTEL $$%

Offline map Google map
( 121 0 2309 3939; www.viehotelbangkok.com; 117/39-40 Th Phayathai; r/ste incl breakfast 4296/5030-
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12,530B; BTS Ratchathewi; [#/@/F/2| ) Vie combines a convenient location and a casual atmosphere in
one attractive package. The service gets good reports, there’s an emphasis on wining and dining, and if
you’re considering upgrading, the duplex suites are spacious and offer great city views.

Asia Hotel HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(1210 2217 0808; www.asiahotel.co.th; 296 Th Phayathai; r 3700-4800B, ste 8000-10,000B; #@/=/2 ;
BTS Ratchathewi, klorng taxi to Tha Ratchathewi) A recent renovation has this tourist-group staple
looking slightly more modern than the 1970s-era lobby would suggest. Connoisseurs of kitsch don’t fret:
the hotel’s Calypso Cabaret (see the boxed text, Click here ) and a nightly Elvis show are still in full
effect. Breakfast is included.

Golden House HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2252 9535; www.goldenhouses.net; 1025/5-9 Th Ploenchit; r incl breakfast 2000-2300B; [#/@/= ;
BTS Chit Lom) With parquet flooring and built-in wooden furniture, the 27 rooms here are more like
modern Thai condos than hotel rooms. The beds are huge, but just like those of Thai condos, they have the
potential to sag.

Novotel Bangkok on Siam Square BUSINESS HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(121 0 2255 6888; www.novotelbkk.com; Soi 6, Siam Sq; r 4049-6403B, ste 5449-11,403B; @/ ;
BTS Siam) Appropriate for business or leisure, the soon-to-be-renovated Novotel Siam is conveniently
located near the BTS and shopping. Breakfast is included.

A-One Inn BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

( <1 0 2215 3029; www.aoneinn.com; 25/13-15 Soi Kasem San 1; s/d/tr 600/750/950B; #/@/% ; BTS
National Stadium, klorng taxi to Tha Ratchathewi) The rooms here are tight and simple, but the wealth of
backpacker amenities (computers, luggage storage, free ice and water) makes up for this.

Wendy House BUDGET HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(1102214 1149; www.wendyguesthouse.com; 36/2 Soi Kasem San 1; r incl breakfast 900-1200B; [#/@
%! ; BTS National Stadium, klorng taxi to Tha Ratchathewi) The rooms here are small and basic, but well
stocked (TV, fridge) for this price range.

Bed & Breakfast Inn BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2215 3004, Soi Kasem San 1; r incl breakfast 500-700B; [#/%l ; BTS National Stadium, klorng taxi
to Tha Ratchathewi) This mazelike guest house has standard but comfortable rooms.

SUKHUMVIT

This seemingly endless urban thoroughfare is Bangkok’s unofficial International Zone and also boasts
much of the city’s accommodation. There’s a bit of everything here, from the odd backpacker hostel to sex
tourist hovels and five-star luxury. The former two are largely located between Soi 1 and Soi 4, while the
latter doesn’t begin to appear until you reach Soi 12 or so.


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7521675911769,100.531488322574&z=15&t=m
http://www.asiahotel.co.th
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7446292130001,100.5429177&z=15&t=m
http://www.goldenhouses.net
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7445577148646,100.534896103837&z=15&t=m
http://www.novotelbkk.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7476224270002,100.529864253&z=15&t=m
http://www.aoneinn.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7482404652562,100.529592281757&z=15&t=m
http://www.wendyguesthouse.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7484813649724,100.529644460771&z=15&t=m

In general, because visitors with larger budgets stay in Sukhumvit, tourist services are more expensive
here than in Banglamphu. The trade-off is access to food from virtually every corner of the globe, heaps
of nightlife options and easy access to both the BTS and MRT.

Lower Sukhumvit

ot AriyasomVilla BED & BREAKFAST $33$

Offline map Google ma

(121 0 2254 880; www.arivasom.com; 65 Soi 1, Th Sukhumvit; r incl breakfast 4248-9138B,; #/@/=2 ;
BTS Phloen Chit) Located at the end of Soi 1 behind a virtual wall of fragipani, this renovated 1940s-era
villa is one of the worst-kept accommodation secrets in Bangkok. If you can score a reservation, you’ll be
privy to one of 24 spacious rooms, meticulously outfitted with thoughtful Thai design touches and
beautiful antique furniture. There’s a spa and an inviting tropical pool, and breakfast is vegetarian and
served in the original villa’s stunning glass-encased dining room.

Suk 11 BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google ma

( I 0 2253 5927; www.sukll.com; 1/33 Soi 11, Th Sukhumvit; s/d/tr incl breakfast from
535/749/1284B; #@/F/ ; BTS Nana) Extremely well run and equally popular, this guest house is an oasis
of woods and greenery in the urban jungle that is Th Sukhumvit. The cheaper rooms have shared
bathrooms, and although the owners have somehow managed to stuff nearly 100 rooms in there, you’ll
still need to book at least two weeks ahead.

Stable Lodge BUDGET HOTEL $$

Offline map Google ma

(11 0 2653 0017; www.stablelodge.com; 39 Soi 8, Th Sukhumvit; r 1495-1695B; [#/@/F/2| ; BTS Nana)
To be honest, we were slightly disappointed that the faux-Tudor theme of the downstairs restaurant didn’t
carry on into the rooms, but could find no other faults. A recent renovation has given a bit of life to the
simple rooms here, and the spacious balconies still offer great city views.

Golden Palace Hotel HOTEL $$

Offline map Google ma

(11 0 2252 5115; www.goldenpalacehotel.com; 15 Soi 1, Th Sukhumvit; r 1110-1350B; #|@ (=2l ; BTS
Phloen Chit) The abundance of mirrors in the ground-floor rooms gives this away as a former tryst hotel,
but for just a couple of hundred baht more, you can get one of the simple but airy rooms upstairs. A pool,
coffeeshop and nearby spa ensure that you won’t need to go very far to be entertained.

Federal Hotel HOTEL $$

Offline map Google ma

( 121 0 2253 0175; www.federalbangkok.com; 27 Soi 11, Th Sukhumvit; r incl breakfast 1050-1500B,;
‘@[=/2l ; BTS Nana) You wouldn’t know it from the exterior, but after 40 years ‘Club Fed’ finally decided
to get a makeover. The upstairs rooms are comfortable and almost contemporary, but the rooms at ground
level still scream 1967. The real draws are the frangipani-lined pool and time-warped US-style


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7472568406016,100.551461886766&z=15&t=m
http://www.ariyasom.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7420147371951,100.556095420813&z=15&t=m
http://www.suk11.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7393003849228,100.556227138649&z=15&t=m
http://www.stablelodge.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7449552171485,100.551063593255&z=15&t=m
http://www.goldenpalacehotel.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7437231047485,100.556340889521&z=15&t=m
http://www.federalbangkok.com

coffeeshop.

Atlanta BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

(121 0 2252 1650; 78 Soi 2/Phasak, Th Sukhumvit; r/ste incl breakfast from 535/1820B; #/@/F/2/ ; BTS
Phloen Chit) Defiantly antiquated and equally frumpy, this crumbling gem has changed very little since its
construction in 1952. The opulent lobby stands in contrast to the simple rooms, but the inviting pool
(allegedly the country’s first hotel pool) and delightful restaurant are incentive enough.

Swiss Park Hotel HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

( 11 0 2254 0228; 155/23 Soi 11/1, Th Sukhumvit; r/ste from 1500/2900B; #/=/2 ; BTS Nana) The
rooms here are workaday and largely forgettable, but the convenient location and friendly and competent
staff make this a good midrange find.

Bed Bangkok HOSTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2655 7604; www.bedbangkok.com; 11/20 Soi 1, Th Sukhumvit; dm/r incl breakfast from 390/800B;
%@ ; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) This brand-new hostel manages to maintain a homey feel despite
the industrial-design theme. The friendly service makes up for the rather hard dorm beds.

Soi 1 Guesthouse HOSTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2655 0604; www.soilguesthouse.com; 220/7 Soi 1, Th Sukhumvit; dm 400B; #/@/=/ ; BTS Phloen
Chit) This slightly aged backpacker haven has four cluttered dorm rooms and a chummy communal area
with pool table, TV and computers.

Upper Sukhumvit

Middle Sukhumvit, Soi 19 in particular, is home to a handful of inexpensive yet attractive midrangers,
including the surprisingly sophisticated Sacha’s Hotel Uno Offline map Google map ( [/ 0 2651 2180;
www.sachas.hotel-uno.com; 28/19 Soi 19, Th Sukhumvit; r incl breakfast 1800-2500B; #@/%| ; BTS
Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) and Silq Offline map Google map ( ¢/ 0 2252 6800; www.silgbkk.com; 54 Soi
19, Th Sukhumvit; r incl breakfast 2654-3560B; #/@/% ; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) , and the funky
Fusion Suites Offline map Google map ( ¢/ 0 2665 2644; www.fusionbangkok.com; 143/61-62 Soi
21/Asoke, Th Sukhumvit; r incl breakfast 2100-2400B, ste incl breakfast 3200B; #|@/%F ; BTS Asok,
MRT Sukhumvit) .

72 Ekamai BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(1102 714 7327; www.72ekamai.com; 72 Soi 63/Ekamai, Th Sukhumvit; r 2100B, ste 2500-2850B; [#/@
=2 ; BTS Ekkamai) This fun, young-feeling, design-conscious hotel is a great choice. Reds, black and
pop art prints define the look here, and perhaps we were mistaken, but on our visit, we swear the place
smelled like candy. The junior suites are huge, and like all rooms, are well equipped and conveniently
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located. Breakfast is included.

Eugenia BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google ma

(1#1 0 2259 9017-19; www.theeugenia.com; 267 Soi 31/Sawatdi, Th Sukhumvit; ste incl breakfast 8107-
9911B; #/@/=F/2/ ; BTS Phrom Phong & access by taxi) Although Thailand was never anybody’s colony,
there’s no doubt about the design influence of this character-laden hotel. Decked out in antique furniture
and an abundance of animal skins, a stay here is like travelling to Burma circa 1936. Don’t fear though;
you won’t have to ask the ‘boy’ to draw you a bath — modern amenities such as flat-screen TVs and free
domestic and international calls are also provided (the baths are beautiful and are made of copper). Ask
about the vintage-car airport transfers.

Napa Place BED & BREAKFAST $$

Offline map Google ma

(11 0 2661 5525; www.napaplace.com; 11/3 Yaek 2, Soi 36, Th Sukhumvit; r 2200-2400B, ste 3400B;
@[= ; BTS Thong Lo) Seemingly hidden in the confines of a typical Bangkok urban compound is what
must be the city’s homiest accommodation. The 12 expansive rooms here have been decorated with dark
woods from the family’s former business and light brown cloths from the hands of Thai weavers. The
communal areas couldn’t be much different from the suburban living room you grew up in.

S31 HOTEL $3$

Offline map Google ma

(<1 02260 1111; www.s31hotel.com; 545 Soi 31, Th Sukhumvit; r 6000B, ste 7000-9000B; /=l ;
BTS Phrom Phong) The bold patterns and graphics of its interior and exterior make the S31 a fun, young-
feeling choice. Thoughtful touches such as kitchenettes with large fridge, superhuge beds and free courses
(cooking, Thai boxing and yoga) prove that the style also has substance. Prices include breakfast.
Branches can also be found on Soi 15 and Soi 33.

Ma Du Zi BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google ma

( <1 0 2615 6400; www.maduzihotel.com; cnr Th Ratchadapisek & Soi 16, Th Sukhumvit; r 5000-
12,000B, ste 12,000B; [#|@ = ; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) The name is Thai for ‘come take a look,’
somewhat of a misnomer for this reservations-only, no walk-ins hotel. If you’ve gained access, behind the
gate you’ll find an attractive midsized hotel steeped in dark, chic tones and designs. We fancied the
immense bathrooms, with a walk-in tub and minimalist shower.

Seven BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google ma

(I 0 2662 0951; www.sleepatseven.com; 3/15 Soi 31/Sawatdi, Th Sukhumvit; r incl breakfast 3290-
5290B; #|@ = ; BTS Phrom Phong) This tiny hotel somehow manages to be chic and homey, stylish and
comfortable, Thai and international all at the same time. Each of the six rooms is decked out in a different
colour that corresponds to Thai astrology, and thoughtful amenities abound.



http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7401230492247,100.566982312171&z=15&t=m
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http://www.sleepatseven.com

Davis BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$%

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2260 8000; www.davisbangkok.net; 88 Soi 24, Th Sukhumvit; r 2299-3599B, ste 5999-9999B;
‘@[=/2l ; BTS Phrom Phong) If it’s hard to pinpoint the design of the Davis it’s probably because it seems
to have covered all the bases with Chinese-, Japanese-, Myanmar- and Balinese-themed rooms.
Domestically speaking, there are also 10 Thai-style villas surrounding a pool. Breakfast is included.

Dream Bangkok BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2254 8500; www.dreambkk.com; 10 Soi 15, Th Sukhumvit; r 3500-4000B, ste 6500-12,000B; [#/@
=2 ; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) If your idea of interior design involves stuffed tigers, copious mirrors
and slick leather, you’ll feel at home here. The standard rooms are a tight fit, but include ample and quirky
amenities such as the Dream signature blue light to aid in sleeping. Prices also include breakfast.

&

THINKING AHEAD

The rates listed in this chapter are high-season rack rates; ie the highest price a hotel will generally
charge for a room. However, there’s no reason you should be paying this much, especially if you
know ahead of time when you’ll be in town. Booking rooms online can lead to savings of at least
20%, and often more, at many of Bangkok’s leading hotels. This can be done directly through the
hotel websites or by sites such as Lonely Planet’s Hotels & Hostels (hotels.lonelyplanet.com) ,
which features thorough reviews from authors and traveller feedback, and a booking facility.

It can also work to your advantage to simply call the hotel and book ahead; sometimes desk staff
collect a commission on walk-ins and are reluctant to discount, something that can be remedied by a
pre-emptive phone call and an inquiry about the lowest possible rate.

Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit BUSINESS HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(121 0 2649 8888; www.luxurycollection.com/bangkok; 250 Th Sukhumvit; r 3500-10,000B, ste 16,500-
55,000B; #@ == ; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) This conveniently located business-oriented hotel
offers some of the most spacious rooms in town and fills them with a generous array of amenities. By the
time you read this, an impending renovation may have already made what was already a very good hotel
an excellent hotel. Prices include breakfast.

Baan Sukhumvit BED & BREAKFAST $$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2258 5622; www.baansukhumvit.com; 392/38-39 Soi 20, Th Sukhumvit; r incl breakfast 1430B;
@[= ; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) One of three similarly priced hotels located on this small side street
off Soi 20, Baan Sukhumvit’s 12 rooms exude a homey, cosy atmosphere. A newer branch is located
around the corner on Soi 18 .

Despite the general upscale nature of this part of town, there’s a decent selection of backpacker hostels:


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7215272219761,100.566203949632&z=15&t=m
http://www.davisbangkok.net
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http://www.baansukhumvit.com

Nana Chart Hotel HOSTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2259 6908; www.thailandhostel.com; cnr Soi 25 & Th Sukhumvit; dm 390-550B, r 1200-1800B;
@[= ; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) This tidy, newish backpacker hostel packs 68 plain but more-than-
adequate budget rooms, as well as some of the better dorms around with private bathrooms. Prices
include breakfast.

HI-Sukhumvit HOSTEL $

Offline map Google map ( ¢/ 0 2391 9338; www.hisukhumvit.com; 23 Soi 38, Th Sukhumvit; dm/s/d/tr
incl breakfast from 320/650/900/1200B; #/@/% ; BTS Thong Lo) Located in a quiet residential street a
brief walk from the BTS, this friendly hostel excels with its neat dorms and accompanying immense
bathrooms.

LUMPHINI PARK & TH PHRA RAM IV

If you were hitting the Asian hippie trail back in the 1970s, you would have laid your love beads at a
guest house in Soi Ngam Duphli, off Th Phra Ram IV, not too far from Lumphini Park. Despite the decades
that have passed, it’s still a good area to go to for supercheap accommodation, particularly along Soi Si
Bamphen. There are also more upmarket options. And getting there has been made even easier by the
MRT stop at Lumphini.

|.E> Metropolitan HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2625 3333; www.metropolitan.como.bz; 27 Th Sathon Tai, r 4951-5768B, ste 6945-21,186B; [#/@
=2 ; MRT Lumphini) The exterior of the former YMCA has changed relatively little, but a peek inside
reveals one of Bangkok’s sleekest hotels. Urban minimalism rules here, except where it concerns the size
of the two-storey penthouse suites. Breakfast (included in the price) is either US-style or ‘organic’ and the
attached nahm (Click here ) is Bangkok’s best upscale Thai restaurant.

LUXX XI. BOUTIQUE HOTEL $%

Offline map Google map

(110 2684 1111; www.staywithluxx.com; 82/8 Soi Lang Suan; r 2500-7000B, ste 13,000-22,000B; #/@
=2 ; BTS Ratchadamri) Despite its location in a leafy Bangkok street, Luxx oozes with a minimalist
hipness that wouldn’t be out of place in London or New York. There’s another slightly cheaper branch (
/1 0 2635 8800; 6/11 Th Decho; r/ste from 2200/4100B; #/@/F/ ; BTS Chong Nonsi) on Th Decho, off Th
Silom. Breakfast is included at both places.

Sukhothai Hotel HOTEL $$%

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2344 8888; www.sukhothai.com; 13/3 Th Sathon Tai; r 11,000-14,000B, ste 15,000-90,000B; [#/@
=2 ; MRT Lumphini) As the name suggests, this hotel employs brick stupas, courtyards and antique
sculptures to create a historical, temple-like atmosphere. The recently remodelled superior rooms
contrast this with hi-tech TVs, phones and yes, toilets. Breakfast is included.

All Seasons Sathorn HOTEL $$
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Offline map Google map

(11 0 2343 6333; www.allseasons-sathorn.com; 31 Th Sathon Tai; r incl breakfast 1800-2500B; [#/@/% ;
MRT Lumphini) The former king’s Hotel has been reborn as this modern attractive budget choice, right in
the middle of the embassy district. The primary colours and bold lines of the design scheme make up for
the lack of natural light in some rooms.

Malaysia Hotel BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

(1102679 7127; www.malaysiahotelbkk.com; 54 Soi Ngam Duphli; r incl breakfast 698-998B; [#/@/=|
2| ; MRT Lumphini) The Malaysia was once Bangkok’s most famous budget lodge and even provided
shelter for Maureen and Tony Wheeler on their maiden shoestring trip through Southeast Asia. Our
sources tell us that the couple stay elsewhere when in Bangkok nowadays, but the Malaysia is still a good
choice for the rest of us for its fair prices and frozen-in-time atmosphere.

Penguin House BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map ( [# 0 2679 9991; www.penguinhouses.com; 27/23 Soi Si Bamphen; r 800-
950B; [#/= ; MRT Lumphini) The oddly named Penguin is a breath of fresh air in this area of tired old-
timers. The rear rooms are quieter, and there are a couple of interior rooms that sleep two couples.

ETZzz Hostel BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

( 11 0 2286 9424; www.etzhostel.com; Soi Ngam Duphli; dm/r 200/900B; #/F ; MRT Lumphini) The
rooms at this brand-new shophouse-based hostel are overpriced, but the tidy dorm, shiny facilities and
convenient location are draws.

Ibis Sathon BUDGET HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(21 0 2659 2888; 29/9 Soi Ngam Duphli; r incl breakfast 1800B; #(@/=/2 ; MRT Lumphini) The
business-friendly Ibis delivers comfort and convenience without corporate expense-account prices.

Café des Arts Guest House BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2679 8438; 27/39 Soi Si Bamphen; r with fan/air-con 300/400B; %/ ; MRT Lumphini) Run by a
French-Thai couple, there’s seemingly no cafe (nor art) here, but rather a downstairs noodle restaurant
and eight simple rooms upstairs.

GREATER BANGKOK

Many of the following hotels require a little more effort to reach. This also means that they tend to be
located in less hectic parts of the city, and are perfect for those who’d rather not stay in the thick of it.

If you need to stay near one of Bangkok’s two airports, check the accommodation options in our boxed
text,Click here .

LATE-NIGHT TOUCHDOWN

A lot of nail-biting anxiety is expended on international flights arriving in Bangkok around midnight.
Will there be taxis into town, will there be available rooms, will my family ever hear from me
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again? Soothe those nagging voices with the knowledge that most international flights arrive late and
that Bangkok is an accommodating place. Yes, there are taxis and even an express train service (
Click here ).

If you haven’t already made hotel reservations, a good area to look for a bed is lower Sukhumvit —
it’s right off the expressway and hotels around Soi Nana such as the Swiss Park (Click here ) and the
Federal ( Click here ) are used to lots of late-night traffic and won’t break your bank. Alternatively,
you could always go to Th Khao San, which stays up late, is full of hotels and guest houses, and sees
a near-continuous supply of ‘fresh-off-the-birds’ just like you.

If, for some reason, you can’t stray too far from the airport, these places provide a more than
adequate roof.

SUVARNABHUMI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

The nearest good budget option is Refill Now! (Click here ).

» Grand Inn Come Hotel ( [/ 0 2738 8189-99; www.grandinncome-hotel.com; 99 Moo 6, Th
Kingkaew, Bangpli; r incl breakfast from 1800B; #/@/%| ) Solid midranger 10km west of the airport,
with airport shuttle and ‘lively’ karaoke bar.

» All Seasons Bangkok Huamark ( [/ 0 2308 7888; 5 Soi 15, Th Ramkhamhaeng; r 1366-2195B;
%@ =2 ) Less than 20km west of the airport, this midranger has 268 rooms to choose from.

» Novotel Suvarnabhumi Airport Hotel (21 0 2131 1111; www.novotel.com; r incl breakfast from
7146B; #|@|% ) Has 600-plus luxurious rooms in the airport compound.

DON MUANG AIRPORT
» Amari Airport Hotel ( [/ 0 2566 1020; www.amari.com; 333 Th Choet Wutthakat; d incl
breakfast from 2001-3350B; [#/@/%/2/ ) Directly opposite Don Muang .

Phra-Nakorn Norn-Len BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(121 0 2628 8188; www.phranakorn-nornlen.com; 46 Soi Thewet 1, Th Krung Kasem; s/d incl breakfast
from 1800/2200B; #|@[= ; bus 32, 516, river ferry Tha Thewet) Set in an expansive garden compound
decorated like the Bangkok of yesteryear, this bright and cheery hotel is an atmospheric if not necessarily
great value place to stay. Rooms are simply furnished, but generously decorated with antiques and wall
paintings, and there’s wi-fi, massage and endless opportunities for peaceful relaxing. Breakfast originates
from the hotel’s organic rooftop garden.

Bangkok International Youth Hostel HOSTEL $

Offline map Google map

( [ 0 2282 0950; 25/15 Th Phitsanulok; dm 200B, r 600-900B; #/@/% ; bus 32, 516, river ferry Tha
Thewet) One of the only options if you want to stay in the quiet Dusit area, this recently refurbished hostel
has cheaper rooms in the original building and new but cramped rooms in a tall structure facing Th
Phitsanulok. There’s a pleasant rooftop balcony and a travel library.

Refill Now! HOSTEL $

(<1 0 2713 2044; www.refillnow.co.th; 191 Soi Pridi Bhanom Yong 42, Soi 71, Th Sukhumvit, Phra
Khanong; dm/s/d 480/928/1215B; #/@=/2/ ; BTS Phra Khanong & access by taxi) Sporting a look that
blends the Habitat catalogue and a Kubrick movie, this is the kind of place that might make you think
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twice about sleeping in a dorm. The spotless white private rooms and dorms have flirtatious pull screens
between each double-bunk; women-only dorms are also available. There’s an achingly hip chill-out area,
and a massage centre upstairs. If you decide you need to leave, there’s a tik-tikk (30B per passenger) to
Thong Lo and Phra Khanong BTS stations.

Mystic Place BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(1#1 0 2270 3344; www.mysticplacebkk.com; 224/5-9 Th Pradiphat; r incl breakfast 2250-3250B; #/@ |
; BTS Saphan Khwai & access by taxi) This hotel unites 36 rooms, each of which is individually and
playfully designed. One of the rooms we checked out combined a chair upholstered with stuffed animals
and walls covered with graffiti. Heaps of fun and perpetually popular, so be sure to book ahead.

Pullman Bangkok King Power BUSINESS HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

( <1 0 2680 9999; www.pullmanbangkokkingpower.com; 8/2 Th Rang Nam; r/ste incl breakfast 3861-
4331/6803-7274B; #@/=/2 ; BTS Victory Monument) The Pullman is a great choice for those who want
to stay in a business-class hotel, but would rather not stay downtown.

Th Si Ayuthaya, in Thewet, the district north of Banglamphu near the National Library, is a pleasant
backpacker enclave, particularly popular with families and the over-30 crowd. It is a lovely leafy area,
but during the rainy season it can be prone to flooding.


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7897835020563,100.544601032892&z=15&t=m
http://www.mysticplacebkk.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7593698064449,100.539079642043&z=15&t=m
http://www.pullmanbangkokkingpower.com
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Sri Ayuttaya Guest House BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

( [ 0 2282 5942; 23/11 Th Si Ayuthaya, Thewet; r 400-1000B; [#|@ %l ; bus 32, 516, river ferry Tha
Thewet) The wood-and-brick theme here is a nice break from the usual, less permanent-feeling guest
house design. The rooms, half of which share bathrooms, also feel sturdy and inviting.

Shanti Lodge GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

( [ 0 2281 2497; 37 Th Si Ayuthaya; dm 250B, r 400-1950B; #/@/% ; bus 32, 516, river ferry Tha
Thewet) This family-run place exudes a peaceful, dharmic aura. Walls are bamboo-thin in the cheaper
rooms, but there’s a huge variety of accommodation; check out a few rooms before making a decision.

Taewez Guesthouse BUDGET HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2280 8856; www.taewez.com; 23/12 Th Si Ayuthaya; r 250-530B; #I@ = ; bus 32, 516, river ferry
Tha Thewet) Popular with French travellers, the cheapest rooms here are plain and share bathrooms, but
are good value.

l\@ EATING
Invariably the safest of Bangkok’s infamous carnal pleasures, food is serious business in this city.
Attracting hungry visitors from across the globe, Bangkok’s eateries also draw natives from disparate
ends of the city, happy to brave traffic or floods for a bowl of noodles or a plate of rice.

The selection is enormous, with eating places in Bangkok ranging from wheeled carts that set up shop
on a daily basis to chic dining rooms in five-star hotels. In our experience the tastiest eats are generally
found somewhere in-between, at family-run shophouse restaurants serving a limited repertoire of dishes.



http://maps.google.com/?q=13.772217855609,100.503674199696&z=15&t=m
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DAVID THOMPSON: CHEF & AUTHOR

David Thompson is the Head Chef of both the London and Bangkok branches of the famed nahm
restaurant. He is also the bestselling author of Thai Food and Thai Street Food.
How Do You Describe the Food in Bangkok?
The food of Bangkok is more urbane, with the rough and rambunctious tastes of the wild and remote
regions polished off. There’s a huge Chinese influence here because Bangkok was a Chinese city.
The central-plains food, which Bangkok is the epitome of, is refined and has the classic four flavours
[sweet, sour, salty and spicy].
What are Some Classic Bangkok-Style Dishes?
I like some of the dishes in Chinatown, whether it be the oyster place I adore (Nay Mong; Click here
), or whether it be noodles with fish dumplings or with roast duck. Also boo pat pong garee [crab
fried with curry powder], when done well, is easy, but is bloody delicious and accessible. And pat
tai — well, you can’t really escape from the cliché, however delicious it might be.
The Best Food ’Hood?
It depends on what I’'m looking for. Chinatown, for smoked duck or noodles. But if you want to eat
Thai food, you need to go to the markets. Bangkok still has some remnants of the city or villages that
it was. For Muslim food you can go down to the area near Haroon Mosque, near the Oriental Hotel (
Click here ), or for Portuguese cakes, you can go to Santa Cruz ( Click here ). There’s still those
types of areas.
Your Favourite Restaurant
It changes all the time. I like Krua Apsorn ( Click here ). It’s local. It’s good. It’s unreformed. It’s not
too precious. They cook for Thais, they feed Thais and it is Thai.
The Best Market
Of course, Or Tor Kor ( Click here ). Even though it’s sanitised, its soul has not been expunged from
it as it’s modernised. There’s some great stuff there.
Best Eating Advice for a First-Time Visitor
Just bloody well eat it — don’t think about it — just eat it. It’s so unlikely you’ll get sick, but you will
kick yourself for not actually just diving in. Go to places that look busiest, because they’re busy for a
reason. And a bit of food poisoning, well that adds local colour, doesn’t it?

As told to Austin Bush

The influences are also vast, and you’ll find everything from Chinese-Thai to Muslim-Thai, not to
mention most regional domestic cuisines. And if at some point you do tire of goo-ay dée-o (rice noodles)
and curries, Bangkok has an ever-expanding selection of high-quality international restaurants,
encompassing everything from upscale French to hole-in-the-wall Japanese ramen houses.

KO RATANAKOSIN, BANGLAMPHU & THONBURI

Despite its proximity to the faux pat tai and tame dom yam (a sour/spicy soup) of Th Khao San,
Banglamphu is one of the city’s most legendary eating areas. Decades-old restaurants and legendary
hawkers line the streets in this leafy corner of Old Bangkok, and you could easily spend an entire day
grazing the southern end of Th Tanao alone.

Although you’d be wisest to get your domestic nosh away from the main drag, the foreign influence on
Th Khao San has led to a few import standouts.

In contrast, Bangkok’s royal district has an abundance of sights but a dearth of restaurants — a pity,
considering the potential views.



.cHoice” Krua Apsorn THAI $$

Offline map Google ma

( Th Din So; mains 70-320B; ' lunch & dinner Mon-Sat; #! ; bus 2, 25, 44, 511, klorng taxi to Tha Phan
Fah) This homey dining room has served members of the Thai royal family and, back in 2006, was
recognised as Bangkok’s Best Restaurant by the Bangkok Post . Must-eat dishes include mussels fried
with fresh herbs, the decadent crab fried in yellow chilli oil and the tortilla Espafiola-like crab omelette.

Jay Fai THAI $$

Offline map Google ma

Click here ; 327 Th Mahachai; mains 200-250B; ' 3pm-2am; klorng taxi Tha Phan Fah) You wouldn’t
think so by looking at her bare-bones dining room, but Jay Fai is known far and wide for serving
Bangkok’s most expensive — and arguably most delicious — pat kée mow (drunkard’s noodles). The price
is justified by the copious fresh seafood, as well as Jay Fai’s distinct frying style that results in a virtually
oil-free finished product.

Poj Spa Kar THAI $$

Offline map Google ma

( 443 Th Tanao; mains 100-200B; = lunch & dinner; # ; bus 2, 25, 44, 511, klorng taxi to Tha Phan Fah)
Pronounced poht sa-pah kahn, this is allegedly the oldest restaurant in Bangkok, and continues to maintain
recipes handed down from a former palace cook. Be sure to order the simple but tasty lemongrass
omelette or the deliciously sour/sweet gaang som, a traditional central Thai soup.

Shoshana ISRAELI $$

Offline map Google ma

( 88 Th Chakraphong; mains 90-220B; = lunch & dinner; [#! ; bus 32, 516, river ferry Tha Phra Athit)
Although prices have gone up slightly since it began back in 1982, Shoshana still puts together a cheap but
tasty Israeli meal. Feel safe ordering anything deep-fried — they do an excellent job of it — and don’t miss
the eggplant dip.

Nang Loeng Market THAI $

( Btw Soi 8-10, Th Nakhon Sawan; = 10am-2pm Mon-Sat; bus 72) Dating back to 1899, this atmospheric
market, east of Banglamphu, is primarily associated with Thai sweets, but at lunchtime it’s also an
excellent place to fill up on savouries. Try a bowl of handmade egg noodles at Rung Reuang or the rich
curries at Ratana.

Chote Chitr THAI $$

Offline map Google ma

( 146 Th Phraeng Phuthon; mains 30-200B; = lunch & dinner Mon-Sat; bus 15, klorng taxi to Tha Phan
Fah) This third-generation shophouse restaurant boasting just six tables is a Bangkok foodie landmark.
The kitchen can be inconsistent, but when they’re on, dishes such as mee grorp (crispy fried noodles) and
yam tooa ploo (wing-bean salad) are in a class of their own.
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Thip Samai THAI $

Offline map Google ma

( 313 Th Mahachai; mains 25-120B; = 5.30pm-1.30am closed alternate Wednesdays; klorng taxi Tha
Phan Fah) Brace yourself, but you should be aware that the fried noodles sold from carts along Th Khao
San have nothing to do with the dish known as pat tai . Luckily, less than a five-minute tik-tik ride away
lies Thip Samai, also known by locals as pat tai ‘bradoo pée , and home to the most legendary pat tai in
town. For something a bit different, try the delicate egg-wrapped version, or the pat tai fried with man
gling (decadent shrimp fat).

VEGING OUT IN BANGKOK

Vegetarianism is a growing trend among urban Thais, but vegie restaurants are still generally few
and far between.

Banglamphu has the greatest concentration of vegetarian-friendly restaurants, thanks to the
nonmeat-eating fa - rang (foregners); these are typically low-scale stir-fry shops that do something
akin to what your hippie roommates have cooking in their kitchens. We like May Kaidee Offline
map Google map ( 33 Th Samsen; mains 50-100B; ' lunch & dinner; #! ; bus 32, 516, river ferry
Tha Phra Athit) , which in addition to three branches around Th Khao San, also offers a vegie Thai
cooking school, and Ranee’s Offline map Google map ( 77 Trok Mayom; dishes 70-320B;
breakfast, lunch & dinner; bus 32, 516, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) , whose menu features a lengthy
meat-free section.

Elsewhere in town, Baan Suan Pai Offline map Google map ( Banana Family Park, Th
Phahonyothin; mains 15-30B; ' 7am-3pm; BTS Ari) , the MBK Food Court (Click here ), Chennai
Kitchen (Click here ) and Arawy Offline map Google map ( Click here ; 152 Th Din So, Phra
Nakhon; dishes 20-30B; =~ 8am-8pm; bus 10, 12, klorng taxi to Tha Phan Fah) all offer cheap but
tasty meat-free meals. East of the city, upscale-ish Thai- and Italian-style vegie eats can be found at
Anotai (976/17 Soi Rama 9 Hospital, Rama 9; dishes 150-303B; = 10am-9pm Thu-Tue; %/ ; MRT
Phra Ram 9 & access by taxi) .

During the vegetarian festival in October, the whole city goes mad for tofu (see the boxed text,
Click here ). Stalls and restaurants indicate their nonmeat menu with yellow banners; Chinatown has
the highest concentration of stalls.

Khunkung THAI $$

Offline map Google ma

(Khun Kung Kitchen; Click here ; 77 Th Maha Rat; mains 75-280B; ' lunch & dinner; %/ ; bus 25, 32,
503, 508, river ferry Tha Chang) The restaurant of the Royal Navy Association has one of the few
coveted riverfront locations along this stretch of the Chao Phraya. Locals come for the combination of
riverfront views and cheap and tasty seafood-based eats. The entrance to the restaurant is near the ATM
machines at Tha Chang.

Hemlock THAI $$

Offline map Google ma

( 56 Th Phra Athit; mains 60-220B; ' 4pm-midnight; %/ ; bus 32, 33, 64, 82, river ferry Tha Phra Athit)
Taking full advantage of its cosy shophouse setting, this white-tablecloth local is an excellent intro to Thai


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7540122504552,100.505164982948&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.763517768252,100.498781828381&z=15&t=m
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http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7784710721153,100.543444600213&z=15&t=m
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http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7617268915924,100.49353934589&z=15&t=m

food. The vast menu has the usual suspects, but also includes some dishes you’d be hard pressed to find
elsewhere, as well as a strong vegie section.

Ann’s Sweet PASTRIES $

Offline map Google ma

( 138 Th Phra Athit; mains 75-150B; © lunch & dinner; #! ; bus 32, 33, 64, 82, river ferry Tha Phra
Athit) Ann, a native of Bangkok and a graduate of the Cordon Bleu cooking program, makes some of the
most authentic Western-style cakes you’ll find anywhere in town.


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7636124623095,100.495898360765&z=15&t=m

CHINATOWN & PHAHURAT
When you mention Chinatown, most Bangkokians immediately dream of street food, the best of which
we’ve included in our ‘Eats Walk’ on Click here . The area is also famous as ground zero for the yearly
Vegetarian Festival (see the boxed text, Click here ).

On the western side of the neighbourhood is Bangkok’s Little India, the fabric district of Phahurat,
filled with small Indian and Nepali restaurants tucked into the soi off Th Chakraphet.

WAVING THE YELLOW FLAG

During the annual Vegetarian Festival in September/October, Bangkok’s Chinatown becomes a
virtual orgy of nonmeat cuisine. The festivities centre on Chinatown’s main street, Th Yaowarat, and
the Talat Noi area ( Click here ), but food shops and stalls all over the city post yellow flags to
announce their meat-free status.

Celebrating alongside the ethnic Chinese are Thais who look forward to the special dishes that
appear during the festival period. Most restaurants put their normal menus on hold and instead
prepare soy-based substitutes for standard Thai dishes such as dom yam (spicy, sour soup) and
gaang kée-o wahn (green curry). Even Thai regional cuisines are sold without the meat. Of the
special festival dishes, yellow Hokkien-style noodles appear in stir-fried dishes along with meaty
mushrooms and big hunks of vegetables.

Along with abstinence from meat, the 10-day festival is celebrated with special visits to a temple,
often requiring worshippers to dress in white.

Old Siam Plaza THAI $

Offline map Google ma

( ground fl, Old Siam Plaza, cnr Th Phahurat & Th Triphet; mains 15-50B; & 9am-6.30pm; river ferry
Tha Saphan Phut) Sugar junkies, be sure to include this stop on your Bangkok eating itinerary. The ground
floor of this shopping centre is a candyland of traditional Thai sweets and snacks, most made right before

your eyes.

Royal India NORTHERN INDIAN $$

Offline map Google ma

( 392/1 Th Chakraphet; mains 65-250B; = lunch & dinner; river ferry Tha Saphan Phut) Yes, we realise
that this legendary hole in the wall has been in every edition of our guide since the beginning, but after all
these years it’s still the most reliable place to eat in Bangkok’s Little India. Try any of the delicious
breads or rich curries, and don’t forget to finish with a homemade Punjabi sweet.

CHINATOWN EATS WALK

Street food rules in this part of town and many of Chinatown’s best kitchens don’t require walls or a
roof, making the area ideal for a food-based stroll.

Although many vendors stay open until the wee hours, the more popular stalls tend to sell out
quickly, and the best time to feast in this area is from about 7pm to 9pm. Avoid Mondays, when most
of the city’s street vendors stay at home. A dish at just about any of the following stalls should set
you back no more than 50B. Access to the area is by MRT to Hua Lamphong, followed by a brief


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7458502010001,100.500092527&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7430686874774,100.501568435634&z=15&t=m

walk or taxi ride.

Start your walk at the intersection of Th Yaowarat and Th Phadungdao. Moving west, turn right
into Th Plaeng Nam. Immediately on your right is Burapa Birds Nest Offline map Google map ( Th
Plaeng Nam) , as good a place as any to try the very Chinatown dish, birds’ nest soup. Directly
across from Burapa you’ll see a gentleman on the street working three coal-fired stoves. This stall,
Khrua Phornlamai Offline map Google map ( ; Click here ; Th Plaeng Nam) , is a
great place for greasy but delicious fried faves such as pat kée mow (wide rice noodles fried with
seafood, chillies and Thai basil).

Continue down Th Plaeng Nam and cross Th Charoen Krung. Go straight, staying on the right-hand
side for about 50m, until you reach Nay Mong Offline map Google map ( ; Click here ;
539 Th Phlap Phla Chai) , a minuscule restaurant renowned for its delicious hoy tort, mussels or
oysters fried with egg in a sticky batter.

Backtrack to Th Charoen Krung and turn right. Upon reaching Th Mangkorn make a right and
immediately on your left-hand side you’re bound to see a row of people waiting in line, as well as
several more sitting on plastic stools holding plates of rice and curry in their hands. This is Jek Piii
Offline map Google map ( ; Click here ; Th Mangkorn) , a stall known for its Chinese-
style Thai curries and also for the fact that it has no tables.

Head left down Th Charoen Krung again and continue east until you reach Trok Itsaranuphap (Soi
16). This narrow alleyway is also known as Talat Mai ( ) , and is the area’s most
famous strip of commerce. Although morning is the best time to visit this market, if you’re not too
late you can still get a good idea of the exotic ingredients that define the area.

At the end of the alley you’ll see a gentleman frying noodles with a brass wok and a spoon. He’s
making goo-ay dee-o koo-a gai ( ; Click here ) , a simple but delicious dish
of rice noodles fried with chicken, egg and garlic oil.

Upon emerging at Th Yaowarat, cross over to the busy market area directly across the street. The
first vendor on the right, Nay L.ék Uan Offline map Google map ( ; Click here ;
Soi 11, Th Yaowarat) , is among the most popular stalls in Bangkok, and sells goo-ay jap nam sdi, a
thick, intensely peppery broth containing noodles and pork offal. There are several more stalls here,
selling everything from pat tai to satay.

Walk east down Th Yaowarat, and on the corner of Th Yaowaphanit and Th Yaowarat you’ll see a
stall with yellow noodles and barbecued pork. This is Mangkorn Khao Offline map Google map (

; Click here ; cnr Th Yawarat & Th Yaowaphanit) , a respected vendor of ba-mee,
Chinese-style wheat noodles, and delicious wontons.

Keep walking down Th Yaowarat and you’ll be back to where you started. By now the two
opposing seafood places, Lek & Rut Offline map Google map ( cnr Th Yaowarat & Th
Phadungdao) and T&K Offline map Google map ( cnr Th Yaowarat & Th Phadungdao) should be
buzzing. You could join the tourists for grilled prawns and fried rice, but hopefully by this point
you’ve had your fill of what Chinatown really has to offer.

RIVERSIDE

Le Normandie FRENCH $$$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 2659 9000; www.mandarinoriental.com; 48 Soi Oriental/38, Th Charoen Krung; mains 750-3900B;
~ noon-2.30pm & 7-11pm Mon-Sat, 7-11 Sun; [#! ; hotel shuttle boat from Tha Sathon/Central Pier) As
the menu, which boasts an entire foie gras section, suggests, this is classic French cuisine, and no fewer


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7407009784528,100.50990402147&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.741350404713,100.509630077731&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7422216090851,100.510775908503&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7434508040002,100.508950807&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7410228606893,100.508219007005&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7403257753265,100.509530993323&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7404328202134,100.510478123606&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7400920566878,100.510883309352&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7242112900001,100.514296208&z=15&t=m
http://www.mandarinoriental.com

than 20 three-starred Michelin chefs have helped to prepare it over the years. Dress appropriately.

SILOM & SATHON

Th Silom has a bit of everything, from truly old-skool Thai to some of the city’s best upscale international
dining,

D’Sens FRENCH $$$

Offline map Google ma

(1«1 0 2200 9000; 22nd fl, Dusit Thani, 946 Th Phra Ram IV; set menu 1850-3100B; ~ 11.30am-2.30pm
& 6-10pm, 6-10pm Sat; % ; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) Arguably Bangkok’s best upscale fa‘rdang
(foreign) fine-dining restaurant, D’Sens is perched like an air traffic control tower atop the Dusit Thani
hotel. A venture of French wonder-twins Laurent and Jacques Pourcel, creators of the Michelin-starred Le
Jardin des Sens in Montpellier, France, the menu draws from the traditions of the south of France, relying
mainly on high-quality French imports for its ingredients.

Kalapapruek THAI $$

Offline map Google ma

( 27 Th Pramuan; mains 80-120B; * 8am-6pm Mon-Sat, to 3pm Sun; ¥ ; BTS Surasak) This venerable
Thai eatery has numerous branches and mall spin-offs around town, but we still like the quasi-concealed
original branch. The diverse menu spans regional Thai specialties from just about every region, daily
specials and, occasionally, seasonal treats as well.

Scoozi PIZZA $$

Offline map Google ma

( 174 Th Surawong; pizzas 100-425B; = lunch & dinner; %/ ; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) Now
boasting several locations across Bangkok, we still think the wood-fired pizzas taste best at this, the
original branch. However, if you find yourself elsewhere with a dough craving, you can also get a pie at
the Th Sukhumvit branch ( Windsor Hotel, Soi 20, Th Sukhumvit; [# ; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) .

Somboon Seafood CHINESE-THAI $$$

Offline map Google ma

( 169/7-11 Th Surawong; mains 120-900B; = dinner; ¥/ ; BTS Chong Nonsi) Holy seafood factory:
ascending the many staircases to a free table might make you nervous about the quality of so much
quantity. But Somboon’s famous crab curry will make you messy and full. Dainty eaters can opt for the
slightly more surgical pursuit of devouring a whole fried fish.

The Foodie THAI $$

Offline map Google ma

( Soi Phiphat 2; mains 80-150B; ' lunch & dinner; # ; BTS Chong Nonsi) This airy, cafeteria-like
restaurant boasts a menu of hard-to-find central- and southern-style Thai dishes. Highlights include the
yam som oh (a spicy/sour/sweet salad of pomelo), and the spicy prik king ‘blah dook foo, catfish fried in
a curry paste until crispy.


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7292037202847,100.536400162861&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7230600321916,100.522159484047&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7265390232741,100.579822151456&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7282501835537,100.526715847788&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7241240928707,100.529974613461&z=15&t=m

Chennai Kitchen INDIAN $

Offline map Google map

( 10 Th Pan; mains 50-150B; = 10am-3pm & 6-9.30pm; # ; BTS Surasak) This thimble-sized restaurant
puts out some of the most solid southern Indian vegetarian around. The arm-length dosas (a crispy
southern Indian bread) are always a good choice, but if you’re feeling indecisive go for the thali set that
seems to incorporate just about everything in the kitchen.

Somtam Convent THAI $

Offline map Google map

( 2/4-5 Th Convent; mains 20-120B; ' 10.30am-9pm; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) Northeastern-style
Thai food is usually relegated to less-than-hygienic stalls perched by the side of the road with no menu or
English-speaking staff in sight. A less intimidating introduction to the wonders of Idhp (a minced meat
‘salad’), som - dam (papaya salad) and other Isan delights can be had at this popular restaurant.

Soi 10 Food Centres THAI $

Offline map Google map

( Soi 10, Th Silom; mains 20-60B; = lunch Mon-Fri; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) These two adjacent
hangarlike buildings tucked behind Soi 10 are the main lunchtime fuelling stations for this area’s office
staff. Choices range from southern-style kobw gaang (point-and-choose curries ladled over rice) to
virtually every form of Thai noodle.

Nadimos LEBANESE $$

Offline map Google map

Click here ; Baan Silom, cnr Th Silom & Soi 19; mains 70-400B; * lunch & dinner; # ; BTS Surasak,
bus 15, 504) This semiformal dining room does tasty versions of all the Lebanese standards, plus quite a
few dishes you’d never expect to see this far from Beirut. There’s lots of vegetarian options as well.

Krua ‘Aroy-Aroy’ THAI $

( Th Pan; mains 30-70B; ~ 8am-8.30pm, closed 2nd & 4th Sun of each month; BTS Surasak) It can be
crowded and hot, but Krua ‘Aroy-Aroy’ (‘Delicious Kitchen’) rarely fails to live up to its lofty name.
Stop by for some of Bangkok’s richest curries, as well as a revolving menu of daily specials.

&

DAY OFF

Fans of street food be forewarned that all of Bangkok’s stalls close on Monday for compulsory street
cleaning (the results of which are not entirely evident come Tuesday morning). If you happen to be in
the city on this day, take advantage of the lull to perhaps visit one of the city’s upscale hotel
restaurants, which virtually never close.

SIAM SQUARE & PRATUNAM

If you find yourself hungry in this part of central Bangkok, you’re largely at the mercy of shopping-mall
food courts and chain restaurants. However, this is still Thailand, and if you can ignore the prefabricated


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7238009917828,100.523131617573&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7275305743919,100.533127094141&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7276364668526,100.529221855605&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7234858361847,100.520844499015&z=15&t=m

atmosphere, the food can often be quite good. If you don’t need air-con, stop by the numerous food stalls
Offline map Google map ( btwn Sois 5 & 6, Siam Sq; dishes 30-40B; ~ 7am-6pm; BTS Siam) at Siam
Sq for a quick Thai lunch.

b

.cHoice’ MIBK Food Court THAI $

Offline map Google ma

( 6th floor, MBK Center, cnr Th Phra Ram I & Th Phayathai; *~ 10am-9pm; #/ ; BTS National Stadium)
The granddaddy of Bangkok food courts offers dozens of vendors selling dishes from virtually every
corner of Thailand and beyond. It’s a great introduction to Thai food, and standouts include an excellent
vegetarian food stall (stall C8) and a very decent Isan food vendor (C22). To pay you must first exchange
your cash for a temporary credit card at one of several counters; your change is refunded at the same desk.

Crystal Jade La Mian Xiao Long Bao CHINESE $$

( Urban Kitchen, basement, Erawan Bangkok, 494 Th Ploenchit; dishes 120-400B; ' lunch & dinner; [ ;
BTS Chit Lom) The tongue-twistingly long name of this excellent Singaporean chain refers to the
restaurant’s signature wheat noodles (la mian) and the famous Shanghainese steamed dumplings (xiao
long pao). If you order the hand-pulled noodles, allow the staff to cut them with kitchen shears, otherwise
you’ll end up with evidence of your meal on your shirt.

Erawan Tea Room THAI $$

Offline map Google ma

Click here ; 2nd fl Erawan Bangkok, 494 Th Ploenchit; mains 170-450B; = lunch & dinner; %/ ; BTS Chit
Lom) The oversized chairs, panoramic windows and variety of hot drinks make this one of Bangkok’s
best places to catch up with the paper. The lengthy menu, with an emphasis on regional Thai dishes, will
likely encourage you to linger a bit longer.

Coca Suki THAI-CHINESE $$

Offline map Google ma

( 416/3-8 Th Henri Dunant; mains 60-200B; = 11am-11pm; #/ ; BTS Siam) Immensely popular with Thai
families, su-gée takes the form of a bubbling hotpot of broth and the raw ingredients to dip therein. Coca
is one of the oldest purveyors of the dish, and the Siam Sq branch reflects the brand’s efforts to appear
more modern.

Sanguan Sri THAI $

Offline map Google ma

( 59/1 Th Witthayw/Wireless Rd; mains 40-150B; © 10am-3pm Mon-Sat; %/ ; BTS Ploen Chit) If you
don’t manage to walk right past it, join the area’s hungry office workers at this old-school Thai eatery.
There’s a limited English-language menu, but simply pointing to the delicious dishes being consumed
around you is probably a better strategy.

New Light Coffee House INTERNATIONAL-THAI $$
Offline map Google ma


http://maps.google.com/?q=16.4350245219976,102.835737564468&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7444070696891,100.529921707555&z=15&t=m
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( 426/1-4 Siam Sq; dishes 60-200B; ~ 1lam-2pm & 6-10pm; #/ ; BTS Siam) Travel back in time to
1960s-era Bangkok at this vintage diner popular with students from nearby Chulalongkorn University. Try
old-style Western dishes, all of which come accompanied by a soft roll and green salad, or choose from
the extensive Thai menu.

PRETTY THAI FOR A WHITE GUY

Starting around 2009, a handful of foreigners decided to open up Thai restaurants in Bangkok. The
Thais can be very, well, protective about their cuisine, and the chefs involved generated a huge
amount of local and international press — not all of it positive (one Thai food critic accused a well
known foreign restaurateur of ‘slapping the faces of Thai people’). The storm has since passed, and
in its wake we reap the benefit of several excellent Thai restaurants.

» nahm Offline map Google map ( [#! 0 2625 3333; Metropolitan Hotel, 27 Th Sathon Tai; set meal
1500B; * dinner; /% ; MRT Lumphini) Australian chef/author David Thompson (see the boxed text,
Click here ) is behind what is quite possibly the best Thai restaurant in Bangkok. Taking his
inspiration largely from antique texts, the dishes range from the exotic (spicy stir-fried frog with
chillies, turmeric holy basil and cumin leaves) to the adventurous (fermented fish simmered with
minced prawns and pork with chillies, galangal and green peppercorn), with bold flavours and artful
presentation as a unifying thread. If you’re expecting bland, gentrified Thai food meant for
foreigners, prepare to be disappointed. Reservations recommended.

» Bo.lan Offline map Google map ( |/ 0 2260 2962; 42 Soi Rongnarong Phichai Songkhram, Soi 26,
Th Sukhumvit; set meal 1500B; = dinner Tue-Sun; BTS Phrom Phong) Bo and Dylan (Bo.lan, a play
on words that also means ‘ancient’), former chefs at London’s nahm, have provided Bangkok with a
compelling reason to reconsider upscale Thai cuisine. The couple’s scholarly approach to Thai
cooking takes the form of seasonal set meals featuring dishes you’re not likely to find elsewhere.

» Soul Food Mahanakorn Offline map Google map ( [#! 0 2714 7708; 56/10 Soi 55/Thong Lor, Th
Sukhumvit; mains 120-250B; = dinner; ¥ ; BTS Thong Lo) Started up by a native of Pennsylvania,
this cosy bar-restaurant does tasty but pricey takes on rustic Thai dishes such as gai tort Hat Yai
(southern-style fried chicken), and gaeng hang lair, a northern-style pork curry, not to mention great
cocktails.

» Sra Bua Offline map Google map ( [/ 0 2162 9000; Siam Kempinski Hotel, 991/9 Th Rama I; set
meal 2400B; ' noon-3pm & 6-11pm Mon-Fri, 6-11pm Sat & Sun; #/ ; BTS Siam) Helmed by a Thai
and a Dane whose Copenhagen restaurant, Kiin Kiin, scored a Michelin star, Sra Bua takes a
correspondingly international approach to Thai food — think frozen red curry with lobster. It’s behind
the Siam Paragon.

SUKHUMVIT

This seemingly endless ribbon of a road is where to go if you wish to forget you’re in Thailand. From
Korean to Middle Eastern, just about every cuisine has an outpost here. We’ve mentioned a few Thai
places following, but most domestic eats in this area are more miss than hit, and it’s really the place to
indulge in the flavours you left at home.

LOWER SUKHUMVIT

Nasir al-Masri MIDDLE EASTERN $$


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7244292059738,100.540234359978&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7246832180439,100.569170523263&z=15&t=m
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http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7484703187032,100.535452470663&z=15&t=m

Offline map Google ma

( 4/6 Soi 3/1, Th Sukhumvit; mains 80-350B; = 24hr; [# ; BTS Nana) One of several similar Middle
Eastern restaurants on Soi 3/1, Nasir al-Masri is easily recognisable by its genuinely impressive floor-to-
ceiling stainless steel ‘theme’. Middle Eastern food generally means meat, meat and more meat, but there
are also several delicious vegie-based mezze.

Bed Supperclub INTERNATIONAL $$%

Offline map Google ma

(1210 2651 3537; 26 Soi 11, Th Sukhumvit; mains 450-990B, set meals 790-1850B; =~ 7.30-10pm Tue-
Thu, dinner 9pm Fri & Sat; [# ; BTS Nana) Within this sleek and futuristic setting — beds instead of tables
and contemporary performances instead of mood music — the food stands up to the distractions with a
changing menu described as ‘modern eclectic cuisine’. Dining is a la carte except on Fridays and
Saturdays when there’s a four-course surprise menu served at 9pm sharp.

Tapas Café SPANISH $$

Offline map Google ma

( 1/25 Soi 11, Th Sukhumvit; mains 75-750B; ' 1lam-midnight; % ; BTS Nana) If vibrant tapas,
refreshing sangria and an open, airy atmosphere aren’t reasons enough to eat here, consider that before
7pm dishes and drinks are buy-two, get-one-free.

UPPER SUKHUMVIT

Boon Tong Kiat Singapore Hainanese Chicken Rice SINGAPOREAN $

Offline map Google ma

( 440/5 Soi 55/Thong Lor, Th Sukhumvit; dishes 60-150B; © lunch & dinner; %/ ; BTS Thong Lo) Order
a plate of the restaurant’s namesake and bear witness to how a dish can be simultaneously simple and
profound. And while you’re here you’d be daft not order rojak, the spicy/sour fruit ‘salad’, which here is
cheekily called ‘Singapore Som Tam’.

Sukhumvit Plaza KOREAN $$$

Offline map Google ma

(Korean Town; Click here ; cnr Soi 12 & Th Sukhumvit; & lunch & dinner; % ; BTS Asok, MRT
Sukhumvit) Known around Bangkok as ‘Korean Town,” this multistorey complex is the city’s best
destination for authentic ‘Seoul’ food. Expat Koreans swear by Myeong Ga Offline map Google map ( [/
0 2229 4658; mains 200-550B; = dinner; # ) on the ground floor, although there are slightly cheaper
places in the complex as well.

Le Beaulieu FRENCH $$$

Offline map Google ma

(121 0 2204 2004; 50 Soi 19, Th Sukhumvit; set lunch/dinner from 525/1950B; = 11.30am-3pm & 6.30-
11pm; %/ ; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) This tiny service hotel-bound restaurant is considered by many
residents to be Bangkok’s best place for French cuisine. The menu ranges from the classic (steak tartare,
bouillabaisse) to the modern (minute of scrambled eggs and fresh sea urchin), with dishes prepared using
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both unique imported ingredients and produce from Thailand’s Royal Projects. Reservations
recommended.

Bei Otto GERMAN $3$

Offline map Google ma

(www.beiotto.com; 1 Soi 20, Th Sukhumvit; mains 220-590B; ~ 9am-midnight; # ; BTS Asok, MRT
Sukhumvit) Claiming a Bangkok residence for nearly 20 years, Bei Otto’s major culinary bragging point is
its pork knuckles, reputedly the best in town. A good selection of German beers and an attached
delicatessen with brilliant breads and super sausages make it even more attractive to go Deutsch.

Serenade INTERNATIONAL $$$

Offline map Google ma

(110 2713 8409; 264/1 Soi 12, Soi 55/Thong Lor, Th Sukhumvit; mains 145-480B; ' lunch & dinner; [
; BTS Thong Lo & access by taxi) This sexy new wine bar excels in tasty tapas-like dishes such as Greek
olives and white anchovy sautée on baguette with melted Manchego cheese, or Grilled grass-fed
Australian black angus strip loin with jim jaew demiglace.

Bharani THAI $

Offline map Google ma

(Sansab Boat Noodle; Click here ; 96/14 Soi 23, Th Sukhumvit; mains 50-200B; ' 10am-10pm; # ; BTS
Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) This cosy Thai restaurant dabbles in a bit of everything, from ox-tongue stew to
rice fried with shrimp paste, but the real reason to come is for the rich, meaty ‘boat noodles’ — so called
because they used to be sold from boats plying the klorngs (canals) of Ayuthaya.

Bacco — Osteria da Sergio ITALIAN $$$

Offline map Google ma

( 35/1 Soi 53, Th Sukhumvit; antipasti 100-1200B, mains 250-850B; = lunch & dinner; %/ ; BTS Thong
Lo) The slightly cheesy interior of this osteria serves as something of a cover for one of Bangkok’s better
Italian menus. There’s an abundance of delicious antipasti, but the emphasis here is breads, from pizza to
piada, all of which are done exceedingly well.

Duc de Praslin CHOCOLATE $

Offline map Google ma

( ground fl, RSU Tower, Soi 31/1, Th Sukhumvit; mains 20-120B; =~ 8am-9pm; %/ ; BTS Phrom Phong)
Travel from sweaty Bangkok to Olde Europe in one step at this classy cafe-slash-chocolatier. Other than
the spot-on bonbons and good coffee, try a hot cocoa, made in front of your eyes by combining steaming
milk with shards of rich chocolate.

Face INTERNATIONAL $$$

Offline map Google ma

(11 0 2713 6048; 29 Soi 38, Th Sukhumvit; mains 310-670B; = lunch & dinner; /% ; BTS Thong Lo)
This handsome dining complex is essentially three very good restaurants in one: Lan Na Thai does solid
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upscale Thai, Misaki focuses on the Japanese end of things, while Hazara dabbles in exotic-sounding
‘North Indian frontier cuisine’.

Thonglee THAI $

Offline map Google ma

( Soi 20, Th Sukhumvit; mains 40-100B; = lunch & dinner, closed 3rd Sun of the month; BTS Asok, MRT
Sukhumvit) One of the few remaining mom-and-pop Thai places on Th Sukhumvit, this tiny kitchen offers
a few dishes you won’t find elsewhere, such as moo pat ga-bi (pork fried with shrimp paste) and mee
grorp (sweet-and-spicy crispy fried noodles).

Mokkori JAPANESE $

Offline map Google ma

( 8/3 Soi 55/Thong Lor, Th Sukhumvit; mains 70-130B; * lunch & dinner; #/ ; BTS Thong Lo) You know
you're in the right place if, upon entering this restaurant, the staff drop everything they’re doing and
scream at you. Tiny Mokkori serves Japanese-style ramen in a resoundingly authentic setting, and many
agree they do one of the better bowls in town. In addition to noodles, be sure to order the wonderfully
simple snack of cucumber chunks served with a spicy miso dipping sauce.

Soi 38 Night Market THAI-CHINESE $

Offline map Google ma

( Soi 38, Th Sukhumvit; mains 30-60B; > 8pm-3am; BTS Thong Lo) After a hard night of clubbing, this
gathering of basic Chinese-Thai hawker stalls will look like a shimmering oasis. If you’re going sober,
stick to the knot of ‘famous’ vendors tucked into an alley on the right-hand side as you enter the street.

BRUNCH BUFFET BONANZA

Sunday brunch has become something of a Bangkok institution among resident foreigners, and
virtually every large hotel in town puts together decadent buffets on every other day as well. The
following choices will leave you with more than simply a distended stomach.

The highly regarded restaurants at the Four Seasons HotelOffline map Google map ( [#! 0 2250
1000; 155 Th Ratchadamri; buffet 2766B; ' 11.30am-3pm Sun; %/ ; BTS Ratchadamri) set up steam
tables for their decadent Sunday brunch buffet — reservations are essential.

Even if you can’t afford to stay at the Oriental Hotel, you should save up for the riverside seafood
buffet at Lord Jim’s Offline map Google map ( [/ 0 2659 9000; 48 Soi Oriental/38, Th Charoen
Krung; buffet 1472-1943B; ' noon-2.30pm Mon-Fri, 11.30am-3pm Sat, 11am-3pm Sun; #! ; river
ferry Tha Oriental).

The award-winning buffet at US chain JW Marriott Offline map Google map ( Click here ; [/ 0
2656 7700; ground fl, JW Marriott Hotel, 4 Soi 2, Th Sukhumvit; buffet Sat/Sun 1285/1885B;
11.30am-3pm Sat & Sun; % ; BTS Nana) is likened to Thanksgiving all year-round, and generous
options for free-flowing beer or wine are also available.

Rang Mahal Offline map Google map ( Click here ; [// 0 2261 7100; 26th fl, Rembrandt Hotel, 19
Soi 20, Th Sukhumvit; buffet 850B; * 11am-2.30pm Sun; #/ ; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) , on the
top of the Rembrandt Hotel, couples great views with an all-Indian buffet every Sunday.

And for those who love the sweet stuff, the Sukhothai Hotel ( Click here ; [/| 0 2344 8888; 13/3
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Th Sathon Tai; buffet 800B; ' 2-5.30pm Fri-Sun; [# ; MRT Lumphini) offers a unique, entirely
cocoa-based chocolate buffet.

LUMPHINI PARK & TH PHRA RAM IV

1980 kai

.cHoice” Kai Thort Jay Kee THAI $

Offline map Google map

(Soi Polo Fried Chicken; Click here ; 137/1-3 Soi Sanam Khlii (Polo), Th Withayu/Wireless Rd; mains
40-280B; ' lunch & dinner; # ; MRT Lumphini) Although the sém-dam, sticky rice and IGhp (a Thai-
style ‘salad’ of minced meat) give the impression of a northeastern Thai—style eatery, the restaurant’s
namesake deep-fried bird is more southern in origin. Regardless, smothered in a thick layer of crispy
deep-fried garlic, it is none other than a truly Bangkok experience.

Ngwan Lee Lang Suan CHINESE-THAI $$

Offline map Google map

( cnr Soi Lang Suan & Soi Sarasin; mains 50-900B; = 7am-3am; BTS Ratchadamri) This cavernous food
hall is centrally located and open late, making it a perfect post-clubbing destination. It’s also a great place
to try those dishes you never dare to order elsewhere such as jap chai, Chinese-style stewed vegies, or
the delicious ‘bet diin, duck stewed in Chinese spices.

Café 1912 FRENCH-THAI $$

Offline map Google map

( Alliance Francaise, 29 Th Sathon Tai; dishes 50-185B; *' 7am-7pm Mon-Sat, to 2pm Sun; # ; MRT
Lumphini) Part of the French cultural centre, and with food provided by a good local bakery, this cafeteria
is a great place to fuel up while on an embassy run. Both French and Thai dishes are available, as well as
coffee and delicious cakes and sweets.

GREATER BANGKOK

Mallika SOUTHERN THAI $$

Offline map Google map

( 21/36 Th Rang Nam; mains 70-480B; =~ 10am-10pm Mon-Sat; #/ ; BTS Victory Monument) A dream
come true: authentic regional Thai (southern, in this case), with a legible English menu, good service and
a tidy setting. The prices are slightly high for a mom-and-pop Thai joint, but you’re paying for quality.

Kaloang Home Kitchen THAI $$

Offline map Google map

( 503-505 Th Samsen; mains 60-170B; = 1lam-11pm; bus 32, 516, river ferry Tha Thewet) Don’t be
alarmed by the peeling paint and the dilapidated deck — Kaloang Home Kitchen certainly isn’t. The laid-
back atmosphere and seafood-heavy menu will quickly dispel any concerns about sinking into the Mae
Nam Chao Phraya, and a beer and the breeze will temporarily erase any scarring memories of Bangkok
traffic. To reach the restaurant, follow Th Si Ayuthaya until you reach the river.
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Phat Thai Ari THAI $

Offline map Google ma

(no roman-script sign; Click here ; 2/1-2 Soi Ari/7, Th Phahonyothin; mains 45-100B; &~ 11am-10pm;
BTS Ari) One of the city’s better-known pat tai shops is located a couple of blocks from the eponymous
soi. Try the innovative ‘noodle-less’ version, where long strips of crispy green papaya are substituted for
the traditional rice noodles from Chanthaburi. Phat Thai Ari is located on the narrow soi that leads to
Phaholyothin Center, north of BTS Ari.

Pathé THAI $

Offline map Google ma

( cor Th Lat Phrao & Th Viphawadee; mains 75-160B; = 2pm-1am; % ; MRT Phahon Yothin) The Thai
equivalent of a 1950s-era US diner, this popular place combines solid Thai food, a fun atmosphere and a
jukebox playing scratched records. Don’t miss the deep-fried ice cream.

River Bar Café THAI $$
(405/1 Soi Chao Phraya, Th Ratchawithi, Thonburi; mains 130-350B; ' 5pm-midnight; ¥ ; klorng taxi to
Tha Krung Thon Bridge pier) Sporting a picture-perfect riverside location, good food and live music, the
River Bar Café combines all the essentials for a perfect Bangkok night out.
? DRINKING
Once infamous as an anything-goes nightlife destination, in recent years Bangkok has been edging towards
teetotalism with strict regulations limiting the sale of alcohol and increasingly conservative closing times.
Regardless, the city still boasts a diverse and fun bar scene, and there are even a few places to go if you
find 1am too early to get back on the wagon.

Keep in mind that smoking has been outlawed at all indoor (and some quasi-outdoor) entertainment
places since 2008. Surprisingly for Thailand, the rule is strictly enforced.

THE WHISKY SET

Thai beer is generally more miss than hit, so the next time you’re out on the town, why not drink like
the Thais do and order a bottle of whisky?

Your first step is to choose a brand. For a particularly decadent night out, the industry standard is
a bottle of bldaak (Johnnie Walker Black Label). Those on a budget can go for the cheaper imported
labels such as Red Label or Benmore, and a rock-bottom but fun night can be had on domestic spirits
such as 100 Pipers or Sang Som. And it’s not unusual to bring your own bottle to many Thai bars,
although some might charge a modest corkage fee.

As any Thai can tell you, your next immediate concern is mixers. These will take the form of
several bottles of soda water and a bottle or two of Coke, along with a pail of ice. Most waiters will
bring these to you as a matter of course.

Mixing is the easiest step and requires little or no action on your part; your skilled waiter will fill
your glass with ice, followed by a shot of whisky, a splash of soda, a top-off of Coke and, finally, a
swirl with the ice tongs to bring it all together.

If you can’t finish your bottle, shame on you, but don’t fret, as it’s perfectly normal to keep it at the
bar. Simply tell your trusted waiter, who will write your name and the date on the bottle and keep it
for your next visit.
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KO RATANAKOSIN, BANGLAMPHU & THONBURI

During the day, Th Khao San is dominated by just about everybody but Thais. At night the natives deem it
safe to join the crowds, giving the area an entirely different atmosphere. In addition to the main strip, Th
Rambuttri and Th Phra Athit also draw drinkers and fun seekers from across the city, and the world.

Hippie de Bar BAR

Offline map Google map

( 46 Th Khao San; * 6pm-2am; river ferry Tha Phra Athit) Popular with the domestic crowd, Hippie
boasts several levels of fun, both indoor and outdoor. There’s food, pool tables and a soundtrack you’re
unlikely to hear elsewhere in town.

Amorosa BAR

Offline map Google map

Click here ; www.arunresidence.com; rooftop, Arun Residence, 36-38 Soi Pratu Nok Yung; & 6-11pm;
bus 123, 508, river ferry Tha Tien) It may be the only bar in the area, but that doesn’t mean it’s any sort of
compromise; Amorosa’s rooftop location packs killer views of Wat Arun, making it one of the best spots
in Bangkok for a riverside sundowner.

Rolling Bar BAR

Offline map Google map

( Th Prachathipatai; ~ 6pm-midnight; klorng taxi Tha Phan Fah) An escape from hectic Th Khao San is a
good enough excuse to shlep to this quiet canal-side boozer. Tasty bar snacks and live music are excuses
to stay.

Taksura BAR

Offline map Google map

( 156/1 Th Tanao; =~ 5pm-midnight; klorng taxi Tha Phan Fah) There are no signs to lead you to this
seemingly abandoned century-old mansion in the heart of old Bangkok, which is all the better, according
to the cool uni-artsy crowd who frequent the place.

Phranakorn Bar BAR

Offline map Google map

( 58/2 Soi Damnoen Klang Tai; ©~ 6pm-midnight; klorng taxi Tha Phan Fah) It must have taken a true
visionary to transform this characterless multilevel building into a warm, fun destination for a night out.
Students and arty types make Phranakorn Bar a home away from hovel with eclectic decor and changing
gallery exhibits.

Bars tend to segregate into foreigner and Thai factions, but you can always reverse that trend. Here are a
few popular options:

Center Khao San BAR

Offline map Google map
( Th Khao San; & 24hr; river ferry Tha Phra Athit) One of many front-row views of the human parade on
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Th Khao San. The upstairs bar hosts late-night bands.

Mulligans BAR

Offline map Google map
( 1st fl, Buddy Lodge, 265 Th Khao San; ~ 3pm-4am; river ferry Tha Phra Athit; % ) Irish/colonial-
themed bar for when only air-con will do.

Molly Bar BAR

Offline map Google map
( Th Rambutri; * 8pm-1am; river ferry Tha Phra Athit) Packed on weekends for live music; it’s more

mellow on weekdays with outdoor seating.

Roof Bar BAR

Offline map Google map
( Th Khao San; ' 5pm-midnight; river ferry Tha Phra Athit) Although the live acoustic soundtrack is hit
and miss, the views of Th Khao San are solid from this elevated pub.

OUT ALL NIGHT

With most pubs and dance clubs closing around 1am, One Night in Bangkok is not quite what it used
to be. Thankfully, there are a few places around town that have gained sufficient ‘permission’ to stay
open until the morning hours.

Off Soi Ngam Duphli, Wong’s Place Offline map Google map ( Click here ; 27/3 Soi Si
Bamphen, Th Phra Ram IV; & 8pm-late; MRT Lumphini; [#! ), a longstanding backpacker bar, is so
late-night, it’s best not to show up before midnight.

Vaguely Middle Eastern-themed Gazebo Offline map Google map ( Click here ; 3rd fl, 44 Th
Chakraphong; river ferry Tha Phra Athit) represents the posh side of the Th Khao San area. This
bar’s elevated setting appears to lend it some leniency with the city’s strict closing times.

On Th Sukhumvit, Club Insomnia Offline map Google map ( Click here ; Soi 12, Th Sukhumvit;
admission 200B; ~ 8pm-late; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) and Scratch Dog Offline map Google
map ( Click here ; [ 0 2262 1234; Windsor Suites Hotel, 8-10 Soi 20, Th Sukhumvit; = 8pm-late;
BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) employ a Top 40 hip-hop and R&B soundtrack to propel partiers into
the morning hours.

For something a bit edgier, ask your friendly taxi driver to escort you to any of the following:
Shock 39, Spicy , Spice Club, Boss or Bossy . These creatively named late-night clubs are all
located in central Bangkok and stay open until well past sunrise. We’d tell you a bit more about them
and put them on our maps, but our experience and research suggest that these clubs exist in an
alternate late-night reality that only Bangkok taxi drivers can navigate...

SILOM & SATHON

Barbican Bar BAR

Offline map Google map

( 9/4-5 Soi Thaniya, Th Silom; = 4pm-1am; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom; ¥/ ) Surrounded by massage
parlours with teenage prom queens cat-calling at Japanese businessmen, this is a straight-laced yuppie bar
where office crews come for some happy-hour drinks and stay until closing time.
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Coyote on Convent BAR

Offline map Google map

( 1/2 Th Convent, Th Silom; *~ 1lam-midnight; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom; % ) Forget the
overpriced Tex-Mex cuisine; the real reason to visit Coyote is for its 75-plus varieties of margaritas. On
Wednesdays from 6pm to 8pm and Saturdays from 10pm to midnight, the icy drinks are distributed free to
all women who pass through the door.

Molly Malone’s IRISH BAR

Offline map Google map

( 1/5-6 Th Convent, Th Silom; * 11am-lam; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom; [# ) A recent makeover has
this longstanding local leaning perilously towards Irish kitsch, but it still pulls a fun crowd and the
service is friendly and fast.

GAY & LESBIAN BANGKOK

Bangkok is so gay it makes San Francisco look like rural Texas. With out-and-open nightspots and
annual pride events, the city’s homosexual community enjoys an unprecedented amount of tolerance
considering attitudes in the rest of the region. It should be mentioned, however, that recent years have
seen a sharp rise in HIV and other STDs among gay men in Bangkok; when in town, be sure to play it
safe.

Utopia (www.utopia-asia.com) is an online resource for the Southeast Asian gay community,
listing Bangkok entertainment venues, news and views, and providing travel services. Dreaded Ned
(www.dreadedned.com) and Fridae (www.fridae.com) also have up to date listings and events. The
Lesbian Guide to Bangkok (www.bangkoklesbian.com) is the only English-language tracker of the
lesbian scene.

Gay women and men are well advised to visit Bangkok in mid-November, when the city’s small
but fun Pride Festival (www.bangkokpride.org) is in full swing. Dinners, cruises, clubbing and
contests are the order of the week.

Bed Supperclub (Click here ) hosts the hugely popular ‘Confidential Sundays’, and other posh
locales often play host to weekend-long ‘circuit parties’. Visit G Circuit (Www.gcircuit.com) to find
out when and where the next one is.

Soi 2 on Th Silom is lined with dance clubs, such as DJ Station Offline map Google map ( 8/6-8
Soi 2, Th Silom; ~ 8pm-late; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) , where the crowd is a mix of Thai
guppies (gay professionals), money boys and a few Westerners. Just half a soi over is G.O.D.
Offline map Google map (Guys on Display; Click here ; Soi 2/1, Th Silom; cover 280B; ~ 8pm-
late; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) , which as the name suggests is not averse to a little shirtless
dancing. Traipse on over to Soi 4 to find the old-timer conversation bars, such as Balcony Offline
map Google map ( www.balconypub.com; 86-88 Soi 4, Th Silom; * 5.30pm-1am; BTS Sala Daeng,
MRT Si Lom) and Telephone Offline map Google map ( 114/11-13 Soi 4, Th Silom; & 5pm-1am;
BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) .

Further out of town is a more local scene, where a little Thai will make you feel more welcome.
Several of the bars along Th Kamphaeng Phet, including Fake Club Offline map Google map ( Th
Kamphaeng Phet, Chatuchak; > 9pm-2am; BTS Mo Chit, MRT Kamphaeng Phet) and el Ninyo
Offline map Google map ( Th Kamphaeng Phet, Chatuchak; *~ 9pm-2am; BTS Mo Chit, MRT
Kamphaeng Phet) , are popular on weekends for loud and lushy behaviour.

Zeta (29/67 Royal City Ave/RCA, off Phra Ram IX; admission 100B; & 8pm-2am; MRT Phra
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Ram 9 & access by taxi) is an easy-going club for the girls with a nightly band doing Thai and
Western covers.

SIAM SQUARE & PRATUNAM

Co-Co Walk BAR, LIVE MUSIC

Offline map Google map

( 87/70 Th Phayathai; © 6pm-1am; BTS Ratchathewi) This covered compound is a smorgasbord of pubs,
bars and live music popular with Thai university students. The Tube left its heart in London, and is heavy
on the Brit Pop, Chilling House Café features Thai hits played by live acoustic guitar and a few pool
tables, and 69 sets the pace with cover bands playing Western rock staples and current hits.

Hyde & Seek BAR

Offline map Google map

( ground fl, Athenee Residence, 65/1 Soi Ruam Rudi; ' 11am-1am; BTS Phloen Chit; [#/ ) The tasty and
comforting English-inspired bar snacks and meals have earned Hyde & Seek the right to call itself a
‘gastro bar’, but we reckon the real reasons to come here are arguably Bangkok’s most well-stocked bar
and some of the city’s best cocktails.

To-Sit RESTAURANT-BAR

Offline map Google map
( Soi 3, Siam Sq, Th Phra Ram 1; = 6pm-midnight; BTS Siam; [% ) To-Sit epitomises everything a Thai
university student could wish for on a night out: sappy Thai music and cheap, spicy eats.

DRINKING WITH THE STARS

Bangkok is one of the few big cities in the world where nobody seems to mind if you set up the odd
bar or restaurant on the top of a skyscraper. Note that reservations are recommended for the more
restaurant-like of the following, and none allow shorts or sandals wearers.

» Moon Bar at Vertigo Offline map Google map ( Banyan Tree Hotel, 21/100 Th Sathon Tai; &
5.30pm-1am; MRT Lumphini) Precariously perched on the top of 61 floors of skyscraper, Moon Bar
offers a bird’s-eye view of Bangkok. Things can get a bit crowded here come sunset, so be sure to
show up a bit early to get the best seats.

» Sirocco Sky Bar Offline map Google map ( The Dome, 1055 Th Silom; * 6pm-1am; BTS Saphan
Taksin) Descend the sweeping stairs like a Hollywood diva to the precipice bar of this rooftop
restaurant that looks over the Mae Nam Chao Phraya.

» Nest Offline map Google map ( [/ 0 2255 0638; www.nestbangkok.com; 8th fl, Le Fenix Hotel,
33/33 Soi 11, Th Sukhumvit; ' 5pm-2am; BTS Nana) Perched on the roof of the Le Fenix Hotel,
Nest is a chic maze of cleverly concealed sofas and inviting daybeds. A DJ soundtrack and one of
the most interesting pub grub menus in town bring things back down to ground level.

» Long Table Offline map Google map ( |/ 0 2302 2557; 25th fl, 48 Column Building, Soi 16, Th
Sukhumvit; © 5pm-2am; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit; [# ) Not exactly a roof-topper, but the open-
air section of this upscale Thai restaurant-slash-bar provides great views over one of Bangkok’s
busiest central districts.


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7521329671489,100.531855794065&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7424069450504,100.549640004691&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7451010478667,100.532465319035&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7246900713748,100.540709970056&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7214954134902,100.517058254901&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7448215710001,100.556008059&z=15&t=m
http://www.nestbangkok.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7326287211811,100.560623275088&z=15&t=m

» RedSky Offline map Google map ( [ 0 2100 1234; 55th fl, Centara Grand, Central World Plaza;
~ S5pm-1lam; BTS Siam & Chit Lom) Bangkok’s most recent rooftop dining venture is probably the
most formal of the lot, and boasts an extensive martini menu.

» Roof Offline map Google map ( 25th fl, Siam@Siam, 865 Th Phra Ram I; ® 5.30pm-12.30am;
BTS National Stadium) In addition to views of central Bangkok, the Roof offers a dedicated
personal martini sommelier and an extensive wine and champagne list.

SUKHUMVIT

WTF GALLERY, BAR

Offline map Google map

(www.wtfbangkok.com; 7 Soi 51, Th Sukhumvit; & 6pm-1am Tue-Sun; BTS Thong Lo; [#! ) No, not that
WTF; Wonderful Thai Friendship combines a cozy bar and an art gallery in one attractive package. Throw
in some of Bangkok’s best cocktails and some delicious Spanish-influenced bar snacks, and you won’t
need another destination for the evening.

Bangkok Bar BAR

Offline map Google map

( Soi Ekamai 2, Soi 63/Ekamai, Th Sukhumvit; ' 8pm-lam; BTS Ekkamai; #/ ) Bounce with Thai indie
kids at this fun, but astonishingly uncreatively named bar. There’s live music, and the eats are strong
enough to make Bangkok Bar a dinner destination in itself. And we double-dog dare you to walk a straight
line after two Mad Dogs, the infamous house drink.

Cheap Charlie’s BAR

Offline map Google map

( Soi 11, Th Sukhumvit; ' Mon-Sat; BTS Nana) There’s never enough seating, and the design concept is
best classified as ‘junkyard,” but on most nights this chummy open-air beer corner is a great place to meet
everybody, from package tourists to resident English teachers.

Iron Fairies PUB, WINE BAR

Offline map Google map

(www.theironfairies.com; Soi 55/Thong Lor, Th Sukhumvit; & 5pm-midnight Mon-Sat; BTS Thong Lo;
) Imagine, if you can, an abandoned fairy factory in Paris c 1912, and you’ll get an idea of the design
theme at this popular pub—wine bar. If you manage to wrangle one of a handful of seats, the staff claim to
serve Bangkok’s ‘best burgers’ and there’s live music after 9.30pm.

Tuba BAR

(34 Room 11-12 A, Soi Ekamai 21, Soi Ekamai/63, Th Sukhumvit; BTS Ekkamai; [#/ ) Part storage room
for over-the-top vintage furniture, part friendly local boozer, this bizarre bar certainly doesn’t lack in
character. Indulge in a whole bottle for once and don’t miss the delicious chicken wings.

Bull’s Head PUB
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Offline map Google ma

( I 0 2259 4444; 595/10-11 Soi 33/1, Th Sukhumvit; = 5pm-1am; BTS Phrom Phong; /% ) Bangkok
boasts several English-style pubs but this is probably the most authentic of the lot. With friendly
management and staff, and more events and activities than a summer camp, it’s also a good place to meet
people, particularly those of the British persuasion.

HOBS pub

Offline map Google ma

(House of Beers; Click here ; 522/3 Soi Thong Lo 16, Soi 55/Thong Lor, Th Sukhumvit; > 1lam-
midnight; BTS Thong Lo; # ) Arguably the word’s best brews, Belgian beers have been fleetingly
available around Bangkok for a while now, but have found a permanent home at this new pub. Be sure to
accompany your beer with a bowl of crispy frites, served here Belgian-style with mayonnaise.

ﬁ ENTERTAINMENT

Shame on you if you find yourself bored in Bangkok. And even more shame if you think the only
entertainment options involve the word ‘go-go’. Nowadays Bangkok’s nightlife is as diverse as that of
virtually any modern city. And even if you’re usually in bed by 9pm, Bangkok still offers interesting post-
dinner diversions, from flash cinemas to traditional cultural performances.

Live Music

Music is an essential element of a Thai night out, and just about every pub worth its salted peanuts has a
house band of varying quality. For the most part this means perky Thai pop covers or tired international
standards (if you’ve left town without having heard a live version of Hotel California, you haven’t really
been to Bangkok), but an increasing number of places are starting to deviate from the norm with quirky
and/or inspired bands and performances.

GA-TEU-I1 CABARET

Watching men dressed as women perform tacky show tunes has, not surprisingly, become the latest
‘must-do’ fixture on the Bangkok tourist circuit. Both Calypso Cabaret Offline map Google map ( [!
0 2653 3960; www.calypsocabaret.com; Asia Hotel, 296 Th Phayathai; tickets 1200B; > show
times 8.15pm & 9.45pm; BTS Ratchathewi) and Mambo Cabaret ( [/ 0 2294 7381,
www.mambocabaret.com; 59/28 Yannawa Tat Mai; tickets 800-1000B; ' show ti mes 7.15pm,
8.30pm & 10pm; BTS Chong Nonsi & access by taxi) host choreographed stage shows featuring
Broadway high kicks and lip-synched pop tunes by the most well-endowed dudes you’ll find
anywhere. Mambo is located near Phra Ram III, in far southern Bangkok.

Brick Bar BAR, LIVE MUSIC

Offline map Google ma

( basement, Buddy Lodge, 265 Th Khao San; ™ 8pm-lam; river ferry Tha Phra Athit; %/ ) This cavelike
pub hosts a nightly revolving cast of live music for an almost exclusively Thai crowd. Come at midnight,
wedge yourself into a table a few inches from the horn section, and lose it to Teddy Ska, one of the most
energetic live acts in town.
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Living Room HOTEL LOUNGE, JAZZ

Offline map Google map

([ 0 2649 8888; Level I, Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit, 250 Th Sukhumvit; & 6.30pm-midnight; BTS
Asok, MRT Sukhumvit; % ) Don’t let looks deceive you; every night this bland hotel lounge transforms
into the city’s best venue for live jazz. Contact ahead of time to see which sax master or hide hitter is
currently in town.

Diplomat Bar HOTEL LOUNGE

Offline map Google map

( ground fl, Conrad Hotel, 87 Th Witthayu/Wireless Rd; = 6pm-midnight; BTS Phloen Chit; #/ ) This is
one of the few hotel lounges that the locals make a point of visiting. Choose from an expansive list of
innovative martinis and sip to live jazz (from 6.30pm to midnight), played gracefully at conversation
level.

Parking Toys LIVE MUSIC

(11 02907 2228; 17/22 Soi Mayalap, Kaset-Navamin Hwy; = 6pm-1am; BTS Mo Chit & access by taxi;
%! ) Essentially a rambling shed stuffed with vintage furniture, Parking Toys hosts an eclectic revolving
cast of fun bands ranging in genre from acoustic/classical ensembles to electro-funk jam acts. To get here,
take a taxi heading north from BTS Mo Chit and tell the driver to take you to Th Kaset-Navamin. Upon
passing the second stop light on this road, look for the small Heineken sign on your left.

Saxophone Pub & Restaurant LIVE MUSIC

Offline map Google map

(Map Click here ; www.saxophonepub.com; 3/8 Th Phayathai; ' 6pm-2am; BTS Victory Monument; [# )
This nightlife staple is the big stage of Bangkok’s live-music scene. It’s a bit too loud for a first date, but
the quality and variety of the music makes it a great destination for music-loving buddies on a night out.

Ad Here the 13th BAR, LIVE MUSIC

Offline map Google map

( 13 Th Samsen; == 6pm-midnight; river erry Tha Phra Athit; %! ) Beside Khlong Banglamphu, Ad Here is
everything a neighbourhood joint should be: lots of regulars, cold beer and heart-warming tunes delivered
by a masterful house band starting at 10pm. Everyone knows each other, so don’t be shy about mingling.

Tawandang German Brewery BAR, RESTAURANT

(cor Th Phra Ram III & Th Narathiwat Ratchanakharin; BTS Chong Nonsi & access by taxi; [#/ ) It’s
Oktoberfest all year-round at this hangar-sized music hall, south of the city. The Thai-German food is
tasty, the house-made brews are entirely potable, and the nightly stage shows make singing along a
necessity. Music starts at 8.30pm.

Brown Sugar PUB, LIVE MUSIC

Offline map Google map
( 231/20 Th Sarasin; ' 6pm-midnight; BTS Ratchadamri; # ) Plant yourself in a corner of this cosy,
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mazelike pub, and bump to Zao-za-dung, the nine-piece house band. The tables are so close that you can’t
help but make new friends.

Titanium LIVE MUSIC

Offline map Google ma

(2/30 Soi 22, Th Sukhumvit; = 8pm-1am; BTS Phrom Phong; %/ ) Some come to this slightly cheesy ‘ice
bar’ for the chill and the flavoured vodka, but we come for Unicorn, an all-female rock band.

Raintree PUB, LIVE MUSIC

Offline map Google ma

(Map Click here ; 116/63-64 Soi Th Rang Nam; ~ 6pm-lam; BTS Victory Monument; #| ) This
atmospheric pub is one of the few remaining places in town to hear ‘songs for life’, Thai folk music with
roots in the communist insurgency of the 1960s and ’70s.

Bamboo Bar HOTEL LOUNGE, JAZZ

Offline map Google ma

( 121 0 2236 0400; Oriental Hotel, 48 Soi 40/Oriental, Th Charoen Krung; *~ 11am-lam; river ferry Tha
Oriental; [# ) The Oriental’s Bamboo Bar is famous for its live lounge jazz, which holds court inside a
colonial-era cabin of lazy fans, broad-leafed palms and rattan decor.

Fat Gut’z LIVE MUSIC

Offline map Google ma

( www.fatgutz.com; 264 Soi 12, Soi 55/Thong Lor, Th Sukhumvit; ' 6pm-2am; BTS Thong Lo; [#! ) This
closet-sized ‘saloon’ combines live music and, er, fish and chips. Despite (or perhaps thanks to) the odd
whiff of chip oil, the odd combo works. Live blues every night from 9pm to midnight.

Rock Pub PUB, LIVE MUSIC

Offline map Google ma

( www.therockpub-bangkok.com; 93/26-28 Th Phayathai; = 9.30pm-2am; BTS Ratchathewi; [# ) If you
thought the days of heavy metal were long gone, step back in time at this cave-like pub where posters of
Iron Maiden pass for interior design and black jeans and long hair are the unofficial dress code.

CINEMA STRATEGY

Going to the movies is a big deal in Bangkok. Every mall has its own theatre and it’s unlikely that
any other city in the world has anything like EGV’s Gold Class, a ticket that grants you entry into a
cinema with fewer than 50 seats, and where you’re plied with blankets, pillows, foot-warming
stockings and, of course, a valet food-and-drink service. There’s also Major Cineplex’s Emperor
Class seat, which for the price of a sticky stool back home entitles you to a sofa-like love seat
designed for couples. And if you find Paragon Cineplex’s 16 screens and 5000 seats a bit plebeian,
you can always apply for Enigma, a members-only theatre.

For something a bit more intimate, try the old-skool stand-alone theatres at Siam Sq, including
Scala Offline map Google map ( [#! 0 2251 2861; Siam Sq, Soi 1, Th Phra Ram I; BTS Siam) and
Lido Offline map Google map ( [#| 0 2252 6498; Siam Sq, Th Phra Ram I; BTS Siam) , or for
something artsier, RCA’s House Offline map Google map ( </ 0 2641 5177; www.houserama.com;
UMG Bldg, Royal City Ave, near Th Petchaburi; MRT Phra Ram 9 & access by taxi) or Bangkok’s
foreign cultural centres ; for contact details of the latter, Click here .


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7327905232576,100.564881381512&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7587416982903,100.541097689823&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7241834150001,100.514215769&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7327323049704,100.582432402555&z=15&t=m
http://www.fatgutz.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7521311149207,100.531853862588&z=15&t=m
http://www.therockpub-bangkok.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7458329632116,100.531375088579&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7456418420001,100.53248501&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=18.7928345447011,98.9932307359426&z=15&t=m
http://www.houserama.com

Nearly all movies in Thailand offer screenings with English subtitles — visit Movie Seer
(www.movieseer.com) for show times. All films are preceded by the Thai royal anthem and
everyone is expected to stand respectfully for its duration. And despite the heat and humidity on the
streets, keep in mind that all of Bangkok’s movie theatres pump the air-con with such vigour that a
jumper is an absolute necessity — unless you’re going Gold Class, that is.

Dance Clubs
Bangkok’s discos are largely fly-by-night outfits, and that really fun club you found on your last trip two
years ago is most likely history today. To find out what is going on, check Dude Sweet
(www.dudesweet.org) , organisers of hugely popular monthly parties, and Bangkok Recorder
(www.bangkokrecorder.com) for rotating theme nights and visiting celeb DJs.

Other sources of info. include listings mag BK (http://bk.asia-city.com/nightlife) , or if you’re partial to
the Th Sukhumvit scene, www.thonglor-ekamai.com has a good rundown of the area’s clubs.

Cover charges for clubs and discos range from 100B to 600B and usually include a drink. Don’t even
think about showing up before 11pm, and always bring ID. Most clubs close at 2am. For places that open
late,Click here .

RCA DANCE CLUBS

(Royal City Avenue; off Th Phra Ram IX; MRT Phra Ram 9 & access by taxi) RCA is well and truly Club
Alley. Formerly a bastion of the teen scene, this Vegas-like strip has finally graduated from high school
and hosts partiers of every age. Worthwhile destinations include 808 Club (www.808bangkok.com;
admission from 300B) , Flix/Slim, Route 66 (www.route66club.com; admission free) and Cosmic Café
(admission free) .

Tapas Room DANCE CLUB

Offline map Google map

(www.tapasroom.net; 114/17-18 Soi 4, Th Silom; admission 100B; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) You
won’t find food here, but the name is an accurate indicator of the Spanish/Moroccan-inspired vibe of this
multilevel den. Come from Wednesday to Saturday when the combination of DJs and live percussion
brings the body count to critical level.

Ekamai Soi 5 CLUB

Offline map Google map

( cor Soi Ekamai 5 & Soi 63/Ekamai, Th Sukhumvit; BTS Ekkamai & access by taxi) This open-air
entertainment zone is the destination of choice for Bangkok’s young and beautiful — for the moment at
least. Demo (admission free) , with blasting beats and a NYC warehouse vibe, is the epitome of the
Alpha Club, while Funky Villa (admission free) , with its outdoor seating and Top 40 soundtrack, boasts
more of a chill-out vibe. Also accessible via Soi Thong Lor 10.

Glow CLUB

Offline map Google map
(www.glowbkk.com; 96/4-5 Soi 23, Th Sukhumvit; admission from 200B; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit)

Glow is a small venue with a big reputation. Boasting a huge variety of vodkas and a recently upgraded
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sound system, the tunes range from hip-hop to electronica and just about everything in between.

Nung-Len CLUB

Offline map Google ma

(www.nunglen.net; 217 Soi 63/Ekamai; admission free; BTS Ekkamai & access by taxi) Young, loud and
Thai, Nung-Len (literally ‘sit and chill’) is a ridiculously popular sardine tin of live music and uni
students on popular Th Ekamai. Make sure you get in before 10pm or you won’t get in at all.

Bed Supperclub CLUB

(www.bedsupperclub.com; 26 Soi 11, Th Sukhumvit; admission from 600B; BTS Nana) This illuminated
tube has been a literal highlight of the Bangkok club scene for a good while now. Arrive early to squeeze
in dinner (Click here ), or if you’ve only got dancing on your mind, come on Tuesday for the popular hip-
hop nights.

Q Bar CLUB

Offline map Google ma

(www.gbarbangkok.com; 34 Soi 11, Th Sukhumvit; admission from 700B; BTS Nana) The club that
introduced Bangkok to the lounge scene in 1999 is still alive and writhing. This darkened industrial space
sees a revolving cast of somebodies, nobodies and working girls. Various theme nights fill the weekly
calendar.

Club Culture CLUB

Offline map Google ma

(www.club-culture-bkk.com; admission from 200B; off Th Ratchadamnoen Klang; klorng taxi Tha Phan
Fah) Housed in a seemingly abandoned four-storey building, Club Culture is the quirkiest member of
Bangkok’s club scene. Opening dates and times can depend on events, so check the website to see what’s
going on.

Traditional Arts Performances
As Thailand’s cultural repository, Bangkok offers an array of dance and theatre performances. For
background information about these ancient traditions,Click here and Click here .

Chalermkrung Royal Theatre TRADITIONAL PERFORMANCE

Offline map Google ma

(Sala Chalerm Krung; Click here ; [/ 0 2222 0434; www.salachalermkrung.com; cnr Th Charoen Krung
& Th Triphet; tickets 800-1200B; =~ showtime 7.30pm; river ferry Tha Saphan Phut) In a Thai art deco
building at the edge of the Chinatown-Phahurat district, this theatre provides a striking venue for kohn
(masked dance-drama based on stories from the Ramakian, the Thai version of the Ramayana ). When it
opened in 1933, the royally funded Chalermkrung was the largest and most modern theatre in Asia. Today,
kohn performances are held every Thursday and Friday and last about two hours plus intermission. The
theatre requests that patrons dress respectfully, which means no shorts, tank tops or sandals.

Aksra Theatre PUPPET SHOW
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Offline map Google ma

(Map Click here ; [/ 0 2677 8888, ext 5730; www.aksratheatre.com; 3rd fl, King Power Complex, 8/1 Th
Rang Nam; tickets 400-600B; =~ shows 7.30-8.30pm Mon-Wed, dinner shows 6.30-7pm Thu-Sun; BTS
Victory Monument) A variety of performances are now held at this modern theatre, but the highlight is
performances of the Ramakian by using knee-high puppets that require three puppeteers to strike
humanlike poses. Come early in the week for a performance in the Aksra Theatre, or later for a Thai
buffet dinner coupled with a show.

National Theatre TRADITIONAL PERFORMANCE

Offline map Google ma

(|10 2224 1352; 2 Th Rachini; tickets 60-100B; river ferry Tha Chang) After a lengthy renovation, the
National Theatre is again open for business. Performances of kohn are held on the first and second
Sundays of the month, /d-kon , Thai dance-dramas, are held on the first Friday of the month, and Thai
musical performances are held on the third Friday of the month.

Thai Boxing (Moo-ay tai)

Thai boxing’s best of the best fight it out at Bangkok’s two boxing stadiums: Lumphini Stadium Offline
map Google map (Sanam Muay Lumphini; Click here ; [/| 0 2251 4303; Th Phra Ram IV; tickets 3rd/2nd
class/ringside 1000/1500/2000B; MRT Lumphini) and Ratchadamnoen Stadium Offline map Google
map (Sanam Muay Ratchadamnoen; Click here ; [/ 0 2281 4205; Th Ratchadamnoen Nok; tickets 3rd/2nd
class/ringside 1000/1500/2000B; bus 70, 503, 509, klorng taxi Tha Phan Fah) . You’ll note that tickets
are not cheap, and these prices are exponentially more than what Thais pay. To add insult to injury, the
inflated price offers no special service or seating, and at Ratchadamnoen Stadium foreigners are
sometimes corralled into an area with an obstructed view. As long as you are mentally prepared for the
financial jabs from the promoters, you’ll be better prepared to enjoy the real fight.

Fights are held throughout the week, alternating between the two stadiums. Ratchadamnoen hosts the
matches at 6.30pm on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday. Lumphini hosts matches at 6.30pm on
Tuesday and Friday and Saturday at 5pm and 8.30pm. Aficionados say the best-matched bouts are
reserved for Tuesday nights at Lumphini and Thursday nights at Ratchadamnoen. There is a total of eight
to 10 fights of five rounds a piece. The stadiums don’t usually fill up until the main events, which
normally start around 8pm or Spm.

There are English-speaking ‘staff’ standing outside the stadium who will practically tackle you upon
arrival. Although there have been a few reports of scamming, most of these assistants help steer visitors
to the foreigner ticket windows and hand out a fight roster; they can also be helpful in telling you which
fights are the best match-ups between contestants. (Some say that welterweights, between 135Ib and
1471b — 61.2kg to 66.7kg, are the best.) To keep everyone honest, though, remember to purchase tickets
from the ticket window, not from a person outside the stadium.

As a prematch warm-up, grab a plate of gai yahng (grilled chicken) and other northeastern dishes from
the restaurants surrounding the Ratchadamnoen Stadium.

ﬂ SHOPPING

Welcome to a true buyer’s market. Home to one of the world’s largest outdoor markets, numerous giant
upscale malls, and sidewalk-clogging bazaars on nearly every street, it’s impossible not to be impressed
by the amount of commerce in Bangkok. However, despite the apparent scope and variety, Bangkok really
excels in one area when it comes to shopping: cheap stuff. The city is not the place to buy a new Nikon
SLR or a (real) Fendi handbag — save those for online warehouses in the US or bargain-basement sales in
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Hong Kong. Ceramics, dirt-cheap T-shirts, fabric, Asian knick-knackery and yes, if you can deal with the
guilt, pirated software and music — are the things for sale in Bangkok.

The difficulty is finding your way around, since the city’s intense urban tangle sometimes makes
orientation difficult. A good shopping companion is Nancy Chandler’s Map of Bangkok, with annotations
on all sorts of small and out-of-the-way shopping venues and da-laht (markets).

Antiques
Real Thai antiques are rare and costly. Most Bangkok antique shops keep a few authentic pieces for
collectors, along with lots of pseudo-antiques or traditionally crafted items that look like antiques.

River City ANTIQUES MALL

Offline map Google ma

( www.rivercity.co.th; Th Yotha, off Th Charoen Krung; ' 10am-10pm; river ferry Tha Si Phraya) Near
the Royal Orchid Sheraton Hotel, this multistorey shopping centre is an all-in-one stop for old-world
Asiana. Several high-quality art and antique shops occupy the 3rd and 4th floors. Although the quality is
high, the prices are too, as many wealthy tourists filter in and out. Many stores here close on Sunday.

House of Chao ANTIQUES

Offline map Google ma

( 9/1 Th Decho; & 9.30am-7pm; BTS Chong Nonsi) This three-storey shop, housed, appropriately, in an
antique house, has everything necessary to deck out your fantasy colonial-era mansion. Particularly
interesting are the various weatherworn doors, doorways, gateways and trellises behind the showroom.

MARKETING STRATEGY

Bangkok’s shopping options can be a bit overwhelming. So to help you burn your baht more
efficiently, we’ve put together a brief cheat sheet.

MALLS

» Gaysorn Plaza (Click here ) Great for upscale handicrafts and souvenirs.
» Siam Center (Click here ) A goldmine of local fashion labels.

» MBK Center (Click here ) Cheap mobile phones and other electronics.

» Pantip Plaza (Click here ) Several floors of computer gear.

» Siam Paragon (Click here ) Luxury labels, from Lamborghini to Fendi.

» Siam Discovery Center (Click here ) Funky home furnishings.

MARKETS

» Chatuchak Weekend Market (Click here ) Souvenirs or a vintage tracksuit — they’re all here.

» Nonthaburi Market (Click here ) The most picturesque fresh market in the area, but get there
early — ideally before 7am.

» Pak Khlong Market (Click here ) Show up late-late for the visual poetry that is the nightly flower
market.

» Pratunam Market (Click here ) Acres of cheap togs, much of it for less than you’d pay for a pair
of socks at home.

» Talat Rot Fai (Click here ) Bangkok’s version of the Antiques Road Show.
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Bookshops

For a decent selection of English-language books and magazines, branches of Bookazine
(www.bookazine.co.th) and B2S (www.b2s.co.th) can be found at nearly every mall in central Bangkok.
The Banglamphu area is home to nearly all of Bangkok’s independent bookstores, and Th Khao San is
virtually the only place in town to go for used English-language books. You’re not going to find any deals
there, but the selection is decent.

Asia Books Offline map Google map ( www.asiabook.com; Soi 15, 221 Th Sukhumvit; & 8am-9pm;
BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) Also a branch in the Emporium Shopping Centre (Click here ) and Siam
Discovery Center ( Click here ).

Book Lover Offline map Google map ( Soi Rambuttri; © noon-10.30pm Tue-Sun; bus 2, 15, 44, 511,
river ferry Tha Phra Athit) Well-stocked used bookstore.

Dasa Book Café Offline map Google map ( 710/4 Th Sukhumvit, btwn Soi 26 & 28; ' 10am-8pm; BTS
Phrom Phong) Multilingual used bookstore.

Kinokuniya Offline map Google map (www.kinokuniva.com) Siam Paragon ( 3rd fl, Th Phra Ram I;
10am-10pm; BTS Siam); Emporium ( 3rd fl, Th Sukhumvit; ' 10am-10pm; BTS Phrom Phong) The
country’s largest book store has two branches, both featuring multilanguage selections, magazines and
children’s books.

Orchid Books Offline map Google map ( www.orchidbooks.com; 4th fl, Silom Complex, 191 Th Silom;
~ 11am-7pm Tue-Sun; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) Bangkok showroom of eponymous publishing
house, with titles from other local imprints, with emphasis on Asian topics.

RimKhobFah Bookstore Offline map Google map ( 78/1 Th Ratchadamnoen Klang; ~ 10am-7pm; bus 2,
15, 44, 511, klorng taxi to Tha Phan Fah) This shop has a brief collection of scholarly publications in
English on Thai art and architecture.

Saraban Offline map Google map ( 106/1 Th Rambuttri; &~ 9.30am-10.30pm; bus 2, 15, 44, 511, river
ferry Tha Phra Athit) Large selection of international newspapers and Lonely Planet guides.

Shaman Bookstore Offline map Google map Susie Walking Street ( Susie Walking St, off Th Khao San;
~ 9am-11pm); Th Khao San ( Th Khao San; * 9am-11pm) With two locations on Th Khao San, Shaman
has the area’s largest selection of used books.

Department Stores & Shopping Centres
Bangkok may be crowded and polluted, but its department stores are modern oases of order. They’re also
downright frigid, and Sunday afternoons see a significant part of Bangkok’s population crowding into the
city’s indoor malls to escape the heat. By no accident, the BTS stations also have shaded walkways
delivering passengers directly into nearby stores without ever having to set foot on ground level. Most
shopping centres are open from 10am or 11am to 9pm or 10pm.

The selection is surprisingly good at Bangkok’s shopping centres, but don’t expect any bargains — most
imported items cost more than they would elsewhere. Another quirk is that shop assistants follow you
around the store from rack to rack. This is the definition of Thai ‘service’ rather than an indication that

they’ve sniffed you out as a shoplifter. And be sure you’re satisfied with an item, as returns are largely
unheard of.
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MBK Center MALL

Offline map Google map

(Mahboonkhrong; Click here ; www.mbk-center.co.th/en; cnr Th Phra Ram I & Th Phayathai; BTS
National Stadium & Siam) This colossal mall has become a tourist destination in its own right. Swedish
and other languages can be heard as much as Thai, and on any given weekend half of Bangkok can be
found here combing through an inexhaustible range of small stalls and shops. This is the cheapest place to
buy mobile phones and accessories (4th floor) and name-brand knock-offs (nearly every other floor). It’s
also one of the better places to stock up on camera gear (ground floor and 5th floor), and the expansive
food court (6th floor) is one of the best in town.

Siam Center & Siam Discovery Center MALL

( cor Th Phra Ram I & Th Phayathai; BTS National Stadium or Siam) These linked sister centres feel
almost monastic in their hushed hallways compared to frenetic MBK, just across the street. Siam
Discovery Center excels in home decor, with the whole 3rd floor devoted to Asian-minimalist styles and
jewel-toned fabrics; we love the earthy, Thai-influenced designs at Doi Tung . The attached Siam Center,
Thailand’s first shopping centre built in 1976, has recently gone under the redesign knife for a younger,
hipper look. Youth fashion is its new focus, and several local labels, ranging from anr to senada* , can
be found on the 2nd floor.

Siam Paragon MALL

Offline map Google map

( Th Phra Ram I; BTS Siam) The biggest and glitziest of Bangkok’s shopping malls, Siam Paragon is more
of an urban park than shopping centre. Astronomically luxe brands occupy most floors, while the majority
of shoppers hang out in the reflecting pool atrium or basement-level food court. The 3rd floor is home to
Kinokuniya , Thailand’s largest English-language bookstore.

Gaysorn Plaza MALL

Offline map Google map

( cor Th Ploenchit & Th Ratchadamri; BTS Chit Lom) A haute couture catwalk, Gaysorn’s spiralling
staircases and all-white halls preserve all of fashion’s beloved designers in museum-curatorship style.
Local fashion leaders occupy the 2nd floor ‘Thai Fashion Chic’, while the top floor is a stroll through
home decor, highlights of which are the eclectic D& O Shop , the fragrant soaps at Thann and the Asian-
influenced ceramics at Lamont .

Central World Plaza MALL

Offline map Google map

( cnr Th Ratchadamri & Th Phra Ram [; BTS Chit Lom) . Bangkok’s hippest mall suffered greatly during
the unrest of April 2010, but the vast majority of shops are open again and Zen department store was
being rebuilt at research time. There’s an extrahuge branch of bookstore B2S , and you could spend an
hour sniffing around the fragrances at Karmakamet Offline map Google map .

Emporium SHOPPING CENTRE
Offline map Google map
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( 622 Th Sukhumvit, cnr Soi 24; BTS Phrom Phong; ' 10am-10pm) You might not have access to the
beautiful people’s nightlife scene, but you can observe their spending rituals at this temple to red hot and
classic cool. For something cheekily local, check out Propaganda , home to Mr P, brainchild of Thai
designer Chaiyut Plypetch, and who appears in anatomically correct cartoon lamps and other products.

Pantip Plaza IT MALL

Offline map Google ma

( 604 Th Petchaburi; BTS Ratchathewi) North of Siam Sq, this place is five storeys of computer and
software stores ranging from legit to flea market. Many locals come here to buy ‘pirated’ software and
computer peripherals, but the crowds and touts (‘DVD sex?’) make it among the more tiring shopping
experiences in town.

Central Chit Lom DEPARTMENT STORE

Offline map Google ma

(www.central.co.th; 1027 Th Ploenchit; BTS Chit Lom) Generally regarded as the all-round best for
quality and selection, Central has 13 branches in Bangkok in addition to this chi-chi flagship.

BARGAINING 101

Many of your purchases in Bangkok will involve an ancient skill that has long been abandoned in the
West: bargaining. Contrary to what you’ll see on a daily basis on Th Khao San, bargaining (in Thai ,
dor rahkah ) is not a terse exchange of numbers and animosity. Rather, bargaining Thai style is a
generally friendly transaction where two people try to agree on a price that is fair to both of them.

The first rule of bargaining is to have a general idea of the price. Ask around at a few vendors to
get a rough notion. When you’re ready to buy, it’s generally a good strategy to start at 50% of the
asking price and work up from there. If you’re buying several of an item, you have much more
leverage to request and receive a lower price. If the seller immediately agrees to your first price
you’re probably paying too much, but it’s bad form to bargain further at this point. In general,
keeping a friendly, flexible demeanour throughout the transaction will almost always work in your
favour. And remember, only begin bargaining if you’re really planning on buying the item. Most
importantly, there’s simply no point in getting angry or upset over a few baht. The locals, who
inevitably have less money than you, never do this.

Fashion & Textiles

In recent years Bangkok has become something of a fashion-conscious and, increasingly, fashion-
generating city. Local designers such as senada*, Flynow and Tango have shown that the city harbours a
style scene that can compete on the international catwalk. More affordable looks are exhibited by the
city’s trendy teens who strut their distinctive ‘Bangkok’ look in the various shopping areas.

Siam Square OPEN-AIR MALL

Offline map Google ma

( btwn Th Phra Ram I & Th Phayathai, BTS Siam) This low-slung commercial universe is a network of
some 12 soi lined with trendy, fly-by-night boutiques, many of which are the first ventures of young
designers. It’s a great place to pick up designs you’re guaranteed not to find anywhere else, not to mention
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the best place for urban naturalists to observe Bangkok teens in their natural habitat.

It’s Happened to be a Closet WOMEN’S FASHION

Offline map Google ma

( 1st fl, Siam Paragon, Th Phra Ram I; BTS Siam) Garbled grammar aside, this is a brilliant place to
stock up on locally designed and made togs — think Th Khao San meets Siam Paragon. Also available at
Emporium and Siam Square.

Flynow WOMEN’S FASHION

Offline map Google ma

(www.flynowbangkok.com; 2nd fl, Gaysorn Plaza, cnr Th Ploenchit & Th Ratchadamri; BTS Chit Lom) A
longstanding leader in Bangkok’s home-grown fashion scene, Flynow creates feminine couture that has
caught the eyes of several international shows. There are branches at Siam Center and Central World
Plaza.

Tango LEATHER GOODS

Offline map Google ma

(www.tango.co.th; 2nd fl, Gaysorn Plaza, cnr Th Ploenchit & Th Ratchadamri; BTS Chit Lom) This
home-grown brand specialises in funky leather goods, but you may not even recognise the medium under
the layers of bright embroidery and chunky jewels. Also available at Siam Center.

Jim Thompson SILK

Offline map Google ma

(www.jimpthompson.com; 9 Th Surawong; = 9am-9pm; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) The surviving
business of the international promoter of Thai silk, this, the largest Jim Thompson shop, sells colourful
silk handkerchiefs, placemats, wraps and pillow cushions. Just up the road is the company’s factory
outlet ( 149/4-6 Th Surawong; ' 9am-6pm) that sells discontinued patterns at a significant discount.

7-ELEVEN FOREVER

Be extremely wary of any appointment that involves the words ‘meet me at 7-Eleven’. According to
the company’s website there are 3912 branches of 7-Eleven in Thailand alone (there will inevitably
be several more by the time this book has gone to print) — more than half the number found in the
entire USA. In Bangkok, 7-Elevens are so ubiquitous that it’s not uncommon to see two branches
staring at each other from across the street.

The first sewén (as it’s known in Thai) in Thailand was installed in Patpong in 1991. The brand
caught on almost immediately and today Thailand ranks behind only Japan and Taiwan in the total
number of branches in Asia. The stores are either owned directly by the company or are franchises,
owned and managed by private individuals.

Although the company claims that its stores carry more than 2000 items, the fresh flavours of Thai
cuisine are not reflected in the wares of a typical Bangkok 7-Eleven, whose food selections are even
junkier than those of its counterparts in the West. Like all shops in Thailand, alcohol is only
available from 11am to 2pm and 5pmto 11pm, and branches of 7-Eleven located near hospitals,
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temples and schools do not sell alcohol or cigarettes at all (but do continue to sell unhealthy snack
food).

We love 7-Eleven for the wide selection of drinks, a godsend in sweltering Bangkok. You can
conveniently pay most of your bills at the Service Counter, and all manner of phone cards,
prophylactics and ‘literature’ (although, oddly, not most newspapers) are also available. And
sometimes the blast of air-conditioning alone is enough reason to stop by. But our single favourite 7-
Eleven item must be the dirt-cheap chilled scented towels for wiping away the accumulated grime
and sweat before your next appointment.

Handicrafts & Decor
The tourist markets have tons of factory-made pieces that pop up all along the tourist route. The shopping
centres sell products with a little better quality at proportionally higher prices, but the independent shops
sell the best items all round.

A bi-monthly Thai Craft Fair Offline map Google map ( www.thaicraft.org; 3rd fl, Jasmine City
Building, Soi 23, Th Sukhumvit; & 9am-6pm; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) is held in Bangkok, featuring
the wares of more than 60 Thai artisans.

Thai Home Industries HANDICRAFTS

Offline map Google ma

( 35 Soi 40/Oriental, Th Charoen Krung; ~ 9am-6.30pm Mon-Sat; river ferry Tha Oriental) A visit to this
temple-like building, a former monks’ quarters, is like discovering an abandoned attic of Asian booty.
Despite the odd assortment of items (our last visit revealed items ranging from elegant handmade flatware
to wooden model ships) and lack of order, it’s heaps more fun than the typically faceless Bangkok
handicraft shop.

Nandakwang HANDICRAFTS

Offline map Google ma

( 108/2-3 Soi 23, Th Sukhumvit; & 9am-5pm Mon-Sat & 10am-5pm Sun; BTS Asok, MRT Sukhumvit) A
Bangkok satellite of a Chiang Mai—based store, Nandakwang sells a fun and handsome mix of cloth, wood
and glass products. The cheery hand-embroidered pillows and bags are particularly attractive. There is
also a branch on the 4th floor of Siam Discovery Center.

Sop Moei Arts HANDICRAFTS

Offline map Google ma

(www.sopmoeiarts.com; Soi 49/9, Th Sukhumvit; & 9.30am-5pm Sun-Fri; BTS Phrom Phong & access
by taxi) The Bangkok showroom of this nonprofit organisation features the vibrant cloth creations of
Karen weavers in Mae Hong Son, northern Thailand. It’s located near the end of Soi 49/9, in the large
Racquet Club complex.

Taekee Taekon HANDICRAFTS

Offline map Google ma

( 118 Th Phra Athit; > 9am-6pm Mon-Sat; bus 32, 33, 64, 82, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) Representing
Thailand’s main silk-producing regions, this charming store has a beautiful selection of table runners and
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wall hangings. Alongside silk products, you will also find small examples of celadon pottery and a
terrific selection of postcards.

Narai Phand HANDICRAFTS

Offline map Google map

(www.naraiphand.com; ground fl, President Tower, 973 Th Ploenchit; = 10am-8pm; BTS Phloen Chit)
Souvenir-quality handicrafts are given fixed prices and comfortable air-con at this government-run
facility. You won’t find anything here that you haven’t already seen at all of the tourist street markets, but
itis a good stop if you’re pressed for time or spooked by haggling.

THE WAR ON THE GEM SCAM

We’re begging you, if you aren’t a gem trader, then don’t buy unset stones in Thailand — period.
Countless tourists are sucked into the prolific and well-rehearsed gem scam in which they are taken
to a store by a helpful stranger and tricked into buying bulk gems that can supposedly be resold in
their home country for 100% profit. The expert con artists (part of a well-organised cartel) seem
trustworthy and convince tourists that they need a citizen of the country to circumvent tricky customs
regulations. Guess what, the gem world doesn’t work like that; and what most tourists end up with
are worthless pieces of glass. By the time you sort all this out, the store has closed, changed names
and the police can do little to help.

Want to know more or want to report a scam? Visit www.2bangkok.com and navigate down to the
‘Gem Scam’ page for five years’ worth of tracking the phenomenon, or go to Thai Gems Scam
Group (www.geocities.com/thaigemscamgroup) for photos of touts who troll the temples for
victims. The tourist police can also help to resolve some purchase disputes, but don’t expect
miracles.

Markets
Although air-conditioned malls have better PR departments, open-air markets are the true face of
commercial Bangkok, and are where you’ll find the best bargains.

ALL-PURPOSE MARKETS

Chatuchak Weekend Market MARKET

(Talat Nat Jatujak; location on Click here , plan of market Click here ; ' 9am-6pm Sat & Sun; BTS Mo
Chit, MRT Chatuchak Park & Kamphaeng Phet) Among the largest markets in the world, Chatuchak seems
to unite everything buyable, from used vintage sneakers to baby squirrels. Plan to spend a full day, as
there’s plenty to see, do and buy. But come early, ideally around 9am to 10am, to beat the crowds and the
heat.

There is an information centre and a bank with ATMs and foreign-exchange booths at the Chatuchak
Park offices , near the northern end of the market’s Soi 1, Soi 2 and Soi 3. Schematic maps and toilets are
located throughout the market.

There are a few vendors on weekday mornings, and a daily vegetable, plant and flower market
opposite the market’s southern side. One section of the latter, known as the Or Tor Kor Market Offline
map Google map ( Th Kamphaeng Phet; & 8am-6pm; MRT Kamphaeng Phet 1) , sells fantastically
gargantuan fruit and seafood, and has a decent food court as well.
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Once you’re deep in the bowels of Chatuchack, it will seem like there is no order and no escape, but
the market is arranged into relatively coherent sections. Use the clocktower as a handy landmark.
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Antiques, Handicrafts & Souvenirs
Section 1 is the place to go for Buddha statues, old LPs and other random antiques. More secular arts and
crafts, such as musical instruments and hill-tribe items can be found in Sections 25 and 26. Baan Sin Thai
Offline map Google map ( Section 24, Stall 130, Soi 1) sells a mixture of kohn masks and old-school
Thai toys, all of which make fun souvenirs, and Kitcharoen Dountri Offline map Google map ( Section 8,
Stall 464, Soi 15) specialises in Thai musical instruments, including flutes, whistles, drums and CDs of
classical Thai music.

Other quirky gifts include the life-like plastic Thai fruit and vegetables at Marché Offline map Google
map ( Section 17, Stall 254, Soi 1) , or their scaled-down miniature counterparts nearby at Papachu

Offline map Google map ( Section 17, Stall 23, Soi 1) .

Clothing & Accessories
Clothing dominates most of Chatuchak, starting in Section 8 and continuing through the even-numbered
sections to 24. Sections 5 and 6 deal in used clothing for every Thai youth subculture, from punks to
cowboys, while Soi 7, where it transects Sections 12 and 14 is heavy on the more underground hip-hop
and skate fashions. Tourist-sized clothes and textiles are found in sections 10 and 8.

For accessories, several shops in Sections 24 and 26, such as Orange Karen Silver Offline map
Google map ( Section 26, Stall 246, Soi 8) specialise in chunky silver jewellery and semiprecious uncut
stones.

Eating & Drinking
Lots of Thai-style eating and snacking will stave off Chatuchak rage (cranky behaviour brought on by
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dehydration or hunger), and numerous food stalls set up shop between Sections 6 and 8. Longstanding
standouts include Foon Talop Offline map Google map ( Section 26, Stall 319, Soi 8) , an incredibly
popular Isan restaurant, Café Ice Offline map Google map ( Section 7, Stall 267, Soi 3) , a Western-Thai
fusion joint that does good at tai and tasty fruit shakes, and Saman Islam Offline map Google map (
Section 16, Stall 34, Soi 24) , a Thai-Muslim restaurant that serves a tasty chicken biryani.

If you need air-con, pop into Toh-Plue Offline map Google map ( Th Kamphaengphet 2; & 11am-8pmy;
MRT Kamphaeng Phet; [#! ) for all the Thai standards. And as evening draws near, down a beer at Viva’s
Offline map Google map ( Section 26, Stall 149, Soi 6) , a cafe-bar that features live music or, if it's dark,
cross to Th Kamphaeng Phet 2 to the cozy whisky bars near Fake Club ( Click here ).

Housewares & Decor

The northern and northwestern edge of the market, particularly sections 8 to 26, specialises in all manner
of housewares, from cheap plastic buckets to expensive brass woks. This area is a particularly good
place to stock up on inexpensive Thai ceramics, ranging from celadon to the traditional rooster-themed
bowls from Lampang,

N & D Tablewares Offline map Google map ( Section 25, Stall 185, Soi 4) has a huge variety of
stainless-steel flatware, and Tan-Ta-Nod Offline map Google map ( Section 22, Stall 061, Soi 5) deals in
coconut and sugar palm—derived plates, bowls and other utensils.

Those looking to spice up the house should stop by Spice Boom Offline map Google map ( Section 26,
Stall 246, Soi 8) , were you can find dried herbs and spices for both consumption and decoration. Other
notable olfactory indulgences include the hand-made soaps, lotions, salts and scrubs at D-narn Offline
map Google map ( Section 19, Stall 204, Soi 1) and the fragrant perfumes and essential oils at
Karmakamet ( Section 2, Soi 3) .

For less utilitarian goods, Section 7 is a virtual open-air gallery — we particularly liked Pariwat A-
nantachina’s Offline map Google map ( Section 7, Stall 118, Soi 2) for Bangkok-themed murals. Several
shops in Section 10, including Tuptim Shop Offline map Google map ( Section 10, Shop 261, Soi 19) sell
new and antique Burmese lacquer ware. Meng Offline map Google map ( Section 26, Stall 195, Soi 8)
features a dusty mish-mash of quirky antiques from both Thailand and Burma.

Pets

Possibly the most fun you’ll ever have window shopping will be petting puppies and cuddling kittens in
sections 13 and 15. Soi 9 of the former features several shops that deal solely in clothing for pets. It’s
also worth noting that this section is infamous for selling illegal wildlife, mainly rare and protected
species of reptiles and amphibians, in addition to more exotic creatures such as monkeys and what not.
We discourage making any such purchases.

Plants & Gardening
The interior perimeter of sections 2 to 4 feature a huge variety of potted plants, flowers, herbs, fruits, and
the accessories needed to maintain them. Many of these shops are also open on weekday afternoons.

Pak Khlong Market MARKET

Offline map Google ma

(Flower Market; Click here ; Th Chakkaphet & Th Atsadang; = 24hr; river ferry Tha Saphan Phut) Every
night this market near the Chao Phraya river becomes the city’s largest depot for wholesale flowers.
Arrive as late as you’re willing to stay up, and be sure to take a camera, as the technicolour blur of roses,
lotuses and daisies on the move is a sight to behold. During the day, Pak Khlong is a wholesale vegetable
market.
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Talat Rot Fai MARKET

Offline map Google ma

( Th Kamphaeng Phet; ~ 6pm-midnight Sat & Sun, MRT Kamphaeng Phet) Set in a sprawling abandoned
rail yard, this market is all about the retro, from antique enamel platters to secondhand Vespas. With
mobile snack vendors, VW van-based bars and even a few land-bound pubs, it’s also much more than just
a shopping destination.

Nonthaburi Market MARKET

( Tha Nam Non, Nonthaburi; © 5am-8am; river ferry Tha Nonthaburi) Located a short walk from
Nonthaburi Pier, the northernmost extent of the Chao Phraya Express boats, this is one of the most
expansive and atmospheric produce markets in the area. Come early, as most vendors are gone by 9am.

Pratunam Market MARKET

Offline map Google ma

( cnr Th Petchaburi & Th Ratchaprarop; ' 10am-9pm; klorng taxi to Tha Pratunam) The city’s biggest
wholesale clothing market, Pratunam is a tight warren of stalls trickling deep into the block. In addition to
cheap T-shirts and jeans, luggage, bulk toiletries and souvenirs are also available.

Soi Lalai Sap STREET MARKET

Offline map Google ma

( Soi 5/Lalai Sap, Th Silom; = 8am-6pm; BTS Chong Nonsi) The ‘money-melting’ street has a number of
vendors selling all sorts of cheap clothing, watches and homewares during the day. Regular perusers say
that imperfections from name-brand factories often appear in the stacks.

Sampeng Lane MARKET

Offline map Google ma

( Soi Wanit 1/Sampeng Lane; river ferry Tha Ratchawong) This wholesale market runs roughly parallel to
Th Yaowarat, bisecting the two districts of Chinatown and Phahurat. Pick up the narrow artery from Th
Ratchawong and follow it through its many manifestations — from handbags, homewares, hair decorations,
stickers, Japanese-animation gear, plastic beeping key chains.

TOURIST MARKETS

The souvenir sellers have an amazing knack for sniffing out what new arrivals want to haul back home —
perennial favourites include raunchy T-shirts, morn kwdhn (traditional Thai wedge-shaped pillow), CDs
and synthetic sarongs.

Th Khao San Market STREET MARKET

Offline map Google ma

( Th Khao San; = 11lam-11pm; bus 2, 15, 44, 511, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) The main guest house strip
in Banglamphu is a day-and-night shopping bazaar for serious baht pinchers, with cheap T-shirts,
‘bootleg’ CDs, wooden elephants, hemp clothing, fisherman pants and other goods that make backpackers

g0 ga-ga.
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Th Sukhumvit Market STREET MARKET

Offline map Google ma

( Th Sukhumvit btwn Soi 2 & 12, 3 & 15; * 11am-11pm; BTS Nana) Knock-off bags and watches, stacks
of skin-flick DVDs, Chinese throwing stars and other questionable gifts for your high-school-aged brother
dominate at this market peddling to package and sex tourists.

Patpong Night Market STREET MARKET

Offline map Google ma

( Patpong Soi 1 & 2, Th Silom; ' 7pm-1am; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom) Drawing more crowds than
the ping-pong shows, this market continues the street’s illicit leanings with a deluge of cheap and pirated
goods, particularly watches and clothing. Bargain with intensity as first-quoted prices tend to be
astronomically high.

ONE NIGHT IN BANGKOK... IS NOT ENOUGH TO HAVE A SUIT MADE

Many tourists arrive in Bangkok with the notion of getting clothes custom-tailored at a bargain price.
Which is entirely possible. Prices are almost always lower than what you’d pay at home, but
common scams ranging from commission-hungry tik-tik drivers to shoddy workmanship and inferior
fabrics make bespoke tailoring in Bangkok a potentially disappointing investment. To maximise your
chances of walking away feeling (and looking) good, read on...

The golden rule of custom tailoring is that you get what you pay for. If you sign up for a suit, two
pants, two shirts and a tie, with silk sarong thrown in for US$169 (a very popular offer in Bangkok),
the chances are it will look and fit like a sub-US$200 wardrobe. Although an offer may seem great
on the surface, the price may fluctuate significantly depending on the fabric you choose. Supplying
your own fabric won’t necessarily reduce the price by much, but it should ensure you get exactly the
look you’re after. If it’s silk you fancy, go straight to the Jim Thompson outlet ( Click here ) for
quality at good prices.

Have a good idea of what you want before walking into a shop. If it’s a suit you’re after, should it
be single- or double-breasted? How many buttons? What style trousers? Of course, if you have no
idea then the tailor will be more than happy to advise. Alternatively, bring a favourite garment from
home and have it copied.

Set aside a week to get clothes tailored. Shirts and trousers can often be turned around in 48 hours
or less with only one fitting, but no matter what a tailor may tell you, it takes more than one and often
more than two fittings to create a good suit. Most reliable tailors will ask for two to five sittings.
Any tailor that can sew your order in less than 24 hours should be treated with caution.

Reputable tailors include:

» Pinky Tailors TAILOR

Offline map Google ma

( 888/40 Mahatun Plaza Arcade, Th Ploenchit; ® 10am-7.30pm Mon-Sat; BTS Phloen Chit)
Custom-made suit jackets have been Mr Pinky’s speciality for more than 35 years. Located behind
the Mahatun Building.

» Marco Tailors TAILOR

Offline map Google ma

( 430/33 Soi 7, Siam Sq; * 9am-7pm Mon-Sat; BTS Siam) Dealing solely in men’s suits, this
longstanding and reliable tailor has a wide selection of banker-sensibility wools and cottons.

» Raja’s Fashions TAILOR
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Offline map Google map
( 1/6 Soi 4, Th Sukhumvit; = 10.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat; BTS Nana) One of Bangkok’s more famous

tailors, Raja’s gets a mixed bag of reviews, but the majority swear by the service and quality.

» Nickermann’s TAILOR

Offline map Google map

( www.nickermanns.net; basement, Landmark Hotel, 138 Th Sukhumvit; & 10am-9pm; BTS Nana)
Corporate ladies rave about Nickermann’s tailor-made power suits: pants and jackets that suit
curves and busts. Formal ball gowns are another area of expertise.
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0 INFORMATION

Dangers & Annoyances

You are more likely to be charmed rather than coerced out of your money in Bangkok. Practised con
artists capitalise on Thailand’s famous friendliness and a revolving door of clueless tourists. Bangkok’s
most heavily touristed areas — Wat Phra Kaew, Wat Pho, Jim Thompson House, Th Khao San, Erawan
Shrine — are favourite hunting grounds for these scallywags. The best prevention is knowledge, so before
hitting the ground, become familiar with the more common local scams listed in the boxed text below.

If you’ve been scammed, the tourist police can be effective in dealing with some of the ‘unethical’
business practices and crime. But in general you should enter into every monetary transaction with the
understanding that you have no consumer protection or recourse.

COMMON BANGKOK SCAMS

Commit these classic rip-offs to memory and join us in our ongoing crusade to outsmart Bangkok’s
crafty scam artists. For details on the famous gem scam, see the boxed text, Click here .

» Closed today Ignore any ‘friendly’ local who tells you that an attraction is closed for a Buddhist
holiday or for cleaning. These are set-ups for trips to a bogus gem sale.

» Tuk-tuk rides for 10B Say goodbye to your day’s itinerary if you climb aboard this ubiquitous
scam. These alleged ‘tours’ bypass all the sights and instead cruise to all the fly-by-night gem and
tailor shops that pay commissions.

» Flat-fare taxi ride Flatly refuse any driver who quotes a flat fare (usually between 100B and
150B for in-town destinations), which will usually be three times more expensive than the
reasonable meter rate. Walking beyond the tourist area will usually help in finding an honest driver.
If the driver has ‘forgotten’ to put the meter on, just say, ‘Meter, kd/krap ’ (for female/male).

» Tourist buses to the south On the long journey south, well-organised and connected thieves have
hours to comb through your bags, breaking into (and later resealing) locked bags, searching through
hiding places and stealing credit cards, electronics and even toiletries. This scam has been running
for years but is easy to avoid simply by carrying valuables with you on the bus.

» Friendly strangers Be wary of smartly dressed men who approach you asking where you’re from
and where you’re going. Their opening gambit is usually followed with: ‘Ah, my son/daughter is
studying at university in (your city)’ — they seem to have an encyclopaedic knowledge of major
universities. As the tourist authorities here pointed out, this sort of behaviour is out of character for
Thais and should be treated with suspicion.

Cultural Centres

Various international cultural centres in Bangkok organise film festivals, lectures, language classes and
other educational liaisons.

Alliance Francaise Offline map Google map ( |/ 0 2670 4200; www.alliance-francaise.or.th; 29 Th
Sathon Tai; MRT Lumphini) Leafy compound includes a library ( = 10am-7pm Mon-Fri, 8.30am-5.30pm
Sat, 10am-1pm Sun) , bookshop ( & 9am-7pm Mon-Sat) and Café 1912 (Click here ).

British Council ( ! 0 2657 5678; www.britishcouncil.or.th; 254 Soi Chulalongkorn 64, Th Phra Ram I;
~ 8.30am-7pm; BTS Siam)

Foreign Correspondents Club of Thailand (FCCT; Click here ; [/ 0 2652 0580; www.fccthai.com;
Penthouse, Maneeya Center, 518/5 Th Ploenchit; BTS Chit Lom)

Goethe Institut ([ 0 2287 0942; www.goethe.de; 18/1 Soi Goethe, btwn Th Sathon Tai & Soi Ngam
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Duphli; & 9.30am-6pm Tues-Thurs, 9.30am-3pm Wed, 8am-1pm Sat & Sun; MRT Lumphini)

Emergency

If you have a medical emergency and need an ambulance, contact the English-speaking hospitals listed
below. In case of a police or safety issue, contact the following emergency services:

Fire ([Z1 199)

Police/Emergency ( [/ 191)

Tourist police ( [Z/ 1155; = 24hr) An English-speaking unit that investigates criminal activity involving
tourists, including gem scams. It can also act as a bilingual liaison with the regular police.

Internet & Telephone Access

There’s no shortage of internet cafes in Bangkok competing to offer the cheapest and fastest connection.
Rates vary depending on the concentration and affluence of net-heads — Banglamphu is cheaper than
Sukhumvit or Silom, with rates as low as 20B per hour. Many internet shops are adding Skype and
headsets to their machines so that international calls can be made for the price of surfing the web.

A convenient place to take care of your communication needs in the centre of Bangkok is the TrueMove
Shop (Soi 2, Siam Sq; © 7am-10pm; BTS Siam) . It has high-speed internet computers equipped with
Skype, sells phones and mobile subscriptions, and can also provide information on city-wide wi-fi access
for computers and phones.

Wi-fi, provided mostly free of charge, is becoming more and more ubiquitous around Bangkok and is
available at more businesses and public hot spots than we have space to list here. For relatively
authoritative lists of wi-fi hot spots in Bangkok, go to www.bkkpages.com (under ‘Bangkok Directory’)

or www.stickmanweekly.com/WiFi/BangkokFreeWirelessInternetWiFi.htm.,

Media

Daily newspapers are available at streetside newsagents. Monthly magazines are available in most
bookstores.

Bangkok 101 (www.bangkok101.com) A monthly city primer with photo essays and reviews of sights,
restaurants and entertainment.

Bangkok Post (www.bangkokpost.net) The leading English-language daily with Friday and weekend
supplements covering city events.

BK (http://bk.asia-city.com) Free weekly listings mag for the young and hip.

CNNGo (www.cnngo.comv/bangkok) The Bangkok pages of this online listings mag are a good source for
the lowdown on restaurants and events.

The Nation (www.nationmultimedia.com) English-language daily with a heavy focus on business .

THE INSIDE SCOOP

Several Bangkok residents, both local and foreign, have taken their experiences to the ‘small screen’
and maintain blogs and websites about living in Bangkok. Some of the more informative or
entertaining include:

» 2Bangkok (www.2bangkok.com) News sleuth and history buff follows the city headlines from
today and yesterday.

» Austin Bush Food Blog (www.austinbushphotography.com/category/foodblog) Written by the
author of this chapter, the blog focuses on food culture and eating in Bangkok and elsewhere.

» Global Post (www.globalpost.com/bio/patrick-winn/articles) Patrick Winn, this online news
agency’s Southeast Asia Correspondent, is based in Bangkok and has a knack for uncovering all the
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wacky things that go on there.

» Greg To Differ (www.gregtodiffer.com) ‘Stories, rants and obersvations on expat life in Asia’s
craziest city.” Also has an accompanying podcast.

» Newley Purnell (www.newley.com) This Bangkok-based US freelance writer comments on
everything from local politics to his profound love of pat ga-prow (a type of spicy stir-fry).

» Not The Nation (www.notthenation.com) Thailand’s answer to The Onion .

» Stickman (www.stickmanbangkok.com) Formerly associated with naughty Bangkok nightlife, the
‘new’ Stickman is a more general blog about life, work and love in Bangkok.

Medical Services

Thanks to its high standard of hospital care, Bangkok is fast becoming a destination for medical tourists
shopping for more affordable dental check-ups, elective surgery and cosmetic procedures. Pharmacists
(chemists) throughout the city can diagnose and treat most minor ailments (Bangkok belly, sinus and skin
infections etc). The following hospitals offer 24-hour emergency services, and the numbers below should
be contacted if you need an ambulance or immediate medical attention. Most of these hospitals also have
daily clinics with English-speaking staff.

Bangkok Christian Hospital Offline map Google map ( [#! 0 2235 1000; www.bkkchristianhosp.th.com;
124 Th Silom; BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom)

BNH Offline map Google map ( </ 0 2686 2700; www.bnhhospital.com; 9 Th Convent, off Th Silom;
BTS Sala Daeng, MRT Si Lom)

Bumrungrad Hospital Offline map Google map

(11 0 2667 1000; www.bamrungrad.com; 33 Soi 3/Nana Neua, Th Sukhumvit; BTS Phloen Chit)
Samitivej Hospital Offline map Google map ( [/ 0 2711 8000; www.samitivejhospitals.com; 133 Soi
49, Th Sukhumvit; BTS Phrom Phong & access by taxi)

St Louis Hospital Offline map Google map
(11 0 2210 9999; www.saintlouis.or.th; 215 Th Sathon Tai; BTS Surasak)

Money

Regular bank hours in Bangkok are generally 8.30am to 3.30pm, although branches in busy areas and
shopping malls are open later. ATMs are common in all areas of the city. Many Thai banks also have
currency-exchange bureaus; there are also exchange desks within eyeshot of most tourist areas. Go to 7-
Eleven shops or other reputable places to break 1000B bills; don’t expect a vendor or taxi to be able to
change a bill 500B or larger.

Post

Main post office ( Th Charoen Krung; © 8am-8pm Mon-Fri, to 1pm Sat & Sun; river ferry Tha Si
Phraya) Near Soi 35, services include poste restante and packaging within the main building. Branch post
offices throughout the city also offer poste restante and parcel services.

Toilets

Public toilets in Bangkok are few and far between and your best bet is to head for a shopping centre, fast-
food restaurant, or our favourite, a luxury hotel. Shopping centres might charge 2B to 5B for a visit; some
newer shopping centres have toilets for the disabled. Despite what you’ll hear, squat toilets are a dying
breed in Bangkok.

Tourist Information
Official tourist offices distribute maps, brochures and advice on sights and activities. Don’t confuse these


http://www.gregtodiffer.com
http://www.newley.com
http://www.notthenation.com
http://www.stickmanbangkok.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7276541773502,100.531040364498&z=15&t=m
http://www.bkkchristianhosp.th.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7242428210001,100.535387094&z=15&t=m
http://www.bnhhospital.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7457711730001,100.552441292&z=15&t=m
http://www.bamrungrad.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7348201111704,100.576396093611&z=15&t=m
http://www.samitivejhospitals.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.7194367820001,100.525244118&z=15&t=m
http://www.saintlouis.or.th

free services with the licensed travel agents that book tours and transport on a commission basis. Often,
travel agencies incorporate elements of the official national tourism organisation name (Tourism
Authority of Thailand; TAT) into their own to purposefully confuse tourists.

Bangkok Information Center ( [/ 0 2225 7612-4; www.bangkoktourist.com; 17/1 Th Phra Athit; &
8am-7pm Mon-Fri & 9am-5pm Sat & Sun; bus 32, 33, 64, 82, river ferry Tha Phra Athit) City-specific
tourism office that provides maps, brochures and directions; yellow information booths staffed by student
volunteers are located throughout the city. They also operate 20 tourist information booths Offline map
Google map ( ~ 9am-5pm Mon-Sat) in touristed areas.

Tourism Authority of Thailand Offline map Google map (TAT; [# 1672; www.tourismthailand.org)
Head Office ( [/ 0 2250 5500; 1600 Th Petchaburi Tat Mai; * 8.30am-4.30pm; MRT Phetchaburi);
Banglamphu ( [/ 0 2283 1500; cnr Th Ratchadamnoen Nok & Th Chakrapatdipong; klorng taxi Phan Fah;
~ 8.30am-4.30pm) ; Suvarnabhumi International Airport ( [/ 0 2134 0040; 2nd fl, btwn Gates 2 & 5; &
24hr) .

Travel Agencies

Bangkok is packed with travel agencies where you can book bus and air tickets. Some are reliable, while
others are fly-by-night scams issuing bogus tickets or promises of (undelivered) services. Ask for
recommendations from fellow travellers before making a major purchase from a travel agent. Generally,
it’s best to buy bus and train tickets directly from the station rather than through travel agents.

The following are some reputable agencies:

Diethelm Travel ( [/ 0 2660 7000; www.diethelmtravel.com; 14th fl, Kian Gwan Bldg II, 140/1 Th
Witthayu/Wireless Rd; BTS Phloen Chit)

STA Travel Offline map Google map

(<1 0 2236 0262; www.statravel.co.th; 14th fl, Wall Street Tower, 33/70 Th Surawong; ~* 9am-5pm
Mon-Fri, to noon Sat; BTS, MRT Si Lom)

visit beyond ( [/ 0 2630 9371; www.visitbeyond.com; New Road Guest House, 1216/1 Th Charoen
Krung; river ferry Tha Oriental; ' 8am-noon & 3-7pm)

0 GETTING THERE & AWAY

Air

Bangkok has two airports. Suvarnabhumi Internationmal Airport ( ¥/ 0 2132 1888;
www.bangkokairportonline.com) , 30km east of central Bangkok, began commercial international and
domestic service in 2006 after several years of delay. The airport’s name is pronounced su-wan-nd-poom,
and it inherited the airport code (BKK) previously used by the old airport at Don Muang. The unofficial
airport website has practical information in English, as well as real-time details of arrivals and
departures.

Bangkok’s former international and domestic Don Muang Airport ( </ 0 2535 1111;
www.donmuangairportonline.com) , 25km north of central Bangkok, was retired from commercial service
in September 2006, only to be partially reopened five months later to handle overflow from
Suvarnabhumi. At the time of research, rumours of the airport’s imminent closure had been circulating, but
for now it’s still serving some domestic flights.

For hotels near either airport, see the boxed text, Click here . For details on getting to and from the
airports, Click here .

Airlines The following carriers service domestic destinations; a few also fly to international destinations.
For a list of international carriers, Click here .

Air Asia Offline map Google map ( [#/ nationwide 0 2515 9999; www.airasia.com) Suvarnabhumi
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International Airport (4th fl, Suvarnabhumi International Airport); Th Khao San ( 127 Th Tanao; ~ 11am-
10pm) Flies from Suvarnabhumi to Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Hat Yai, Krabi, Nakhon Si Thammarat,
Narathiwat, Phuket, Ranong, Surat Thani, Ubon Ratchathani and Udon Thani.

Bangkok Airways Offline map Google map ( ! nationwide 1771; www.bangkokair.com) Head Office (
0 2270 6699; 99 Moo 14, Th Viphawadee; ' 8am-5.30pm Mon-Fri) Suvarnabhumi International Airport
( 121 02 134 3960; 4th fl, Suvarnabhumi International Airport) Suvarnabhumi to Chiang Mai, Ko Samui,
Krabi, Lampang, Phuket, Sukhothai and Trat.

Nok Air Offline map Google map ( ¢/ nationwide call centre 1318; www.nokair.com) Don Muang
Airport (1st fl, Don Muang Airport) Head Office ( [ZI 02 627 2000; 17th fl, Rajanakarn Bldg, 183 Th
Sathon; & ) This subsidiary of Thai flies from Don Muang to Buriram, Chiang Mai, Hat Yai, Loei, Mae
Sot, Nakhom Phanom, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Nan, Narathiwat, Phitsanulok, Phuket, Roi Et, Sakon
Nakhon, Surat Thani, Trang, Ubon Ratchathani and Udon Thani.

One-Two-Go ( [#/ nationwide 1126; www.flvorientthai.com) Don Muang Airport (1st fl, Don Muang
Airport; & 5am-8pm); Head Office ( [/ 0 2229 4260; 18 Th Ratchadaphisek; = 8.30am-5.30pm Mon-
Fri, to noon Sat) Domestic arm of Orient Thai; flies from Don Muang to Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Hat Yai,
Nakhon Si Thammarat, Phuket, Trang and Udon Thani.

Solar Air ( [/ nationwide 02 535 2455; www.solarair.co.th) Don Muang Airport (1st fl, Don Muang
Airport) Solar Air flies 19-seat airplanes between Don Muang and Chumphon, Hua Hin, Loei, Mae Sot,
Phrae Nan and Roi Et.

Thai Airways International Offline map Google map (THAI;, [ nationwide 02 356 1111;
www.thaiair.com) Banglamphu ( [/ 0 288 7000; 6 Th Lan Luang; ' 8am-5pm Mon-Sat & 9am-1pm Sun);
Silom ( [/| 0 2288 7000; 485 Th Silom; = 8am-5pm Mon-Sat); Suvarnabhumi International Airport ( !
02 134 5483; 4th fl, Suvarnabhumi International Airport) Operates domestic air services between
Suvarnabhumi and Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Hat Yai, Khon Kaen, Ko Samui, Krabi, Phuket, Surat Thani,
Ubon Ratchathani and Udon Thani.

Bus

Bangkok is the centre for bus services that fan out all over the kingdom. For long-distance journeys to
popular tourist destinations it is advisable to buy tickets directly from the bus companies located at the
bus stations, rather than through travel agents in tourist centres such as Th Khao San. See the boxed text
Click here , for common transport scams to keep an eye open for.

Bus Stations There are three main bus terminals — two of which are located an inconvenient distance
from the centre of the city — and a terminal at the public transport centre at Suvarnabhumi Airport with
inter-provincial departures. Allow an hour to reach all terminals from most parts of Bangkok.

Eastern bus terminal (Ekamai; Click here ; [/ 0 2391 2504; Soi Ekamai/40, Th Sukhumvit; BTS
Ekkamai) The departure point for buses to Pattaya, Rayong, Chanthaburi and other points east, except for
Aranya Prathet. Most people call it sa-tdh-nee ek-ga-mai (Ekamai station). It’s near the Ekkamai BTS
station.

Northern & Northeastern bus terminal Offline map Google map (Mo Chit; Click here ; [/ for northern
routes 0 2936 2841, ext 311/442, for northeastern routes 0 2936 2852, ext 611/448; Th Kamphaeng Phet)
Located just north of Chatuchak Park, this hectic bus station is also commonly called kén song mor chit
(Mo Chit station) — not to be confused with Mo Chit BTS station. Buses depart from here for all northern
and northeastern destinations. Buses to Aranya Prathet (near the Cambodian border) also leave from here,
not from the Eastern bus terminal as you might expect. To reach the bus station, take BTS to Mo Chit or
MRT to Chatuchak Park and transfer onto city bus 3, 77 or 509, or hop on a motorcycle taxi.

Southern bus terminal (Sai Tai Mai; Click here ; [/ 0 2435 1199; Th Bromaratchachonanee, Thonburi)
The city’s new terminal lies a long way west of the centre of Bangkok. Commonly called sdi dai mai, it’s
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among the more pleasant and orderly in the country. Besides serving as the departure point for all buses
south of Bangkok, transport to Kanchanaburi and western Thailand also departs from here. The easiest
way to reach the station is by taxi, or you can take bus 79, 159, 201 or 516 from Th Ratchadamnoen Klang
or bus 40 from the Victory Monument.

Suvarnabhumi public transport centre ( Click here ; /| 0 2132 1888; Suvarnabhumi Airport) Located
3km from Suvarnabhumi International Airport, this terminal has relatively frequent departures to points
east and northeast including Aranya Prathet (for the Cambodian border), Chanthaburi, Ko Chang, Nong
Khai (for the Lao border), Pattaya, Rayong, Trat and Udon Thani. It can be reached from the airport by a
free shuttle bus.

Minivan

Privately run minivans, called rét doo , are a fast and relatively comfortable way to get between Bangkok
and its neighbouring provinces. The biggest minivan stop is just north of the Victory Monument , with
departures for Aranya Prathet (for the Cambodian border; 230B, 3% hours, from 6am to 6pm), Lopburi
(130B, two hours, 4.30am to 9pm), Mae Klong (Samut Songkhram — for Amphawa; 70B, one hour, from
5.30am to 9pm), Muak Lek (for Khao Yai; 120B, 2%% hours, from 8am to 8pm), Nakhon Pathom (60B, one
hour, 6am to 9pm) and the Southern bus terminal (35B, one hour, 6.30am to 9pm).

Directly east of the monument are lines to Ayuthaya (60B, one hour, from 5am to 8.30pm), Ban Phe (for
Ko Samet; 200B, 2% hours, from 6am to 9pm), Pattaya (97B, two hours, from 6am to 8pm) and
Suvarnabhumi International Airport (40B, one hour, from 5am to 10.30pm).

Train

Hua Lamphong station ( /! 0 2220 4334, general information & advance booking 1690;
www.railway.co.th; Th Phra Ram IV; MRT Hua Lamphong) Hua Lamphong is the terminus for the main
rail services to the south, north, northeast and east. See Click here for information about train classes and
services.

Bookings can be made in person at the advance booking office (just follow the signs; open from 8.30am to
4pm). The other ticket windows are for same-day purchases, mostly 3rd class. From 5am to 8.30am and
4pm to 11pm, advance bookings can also be made at windows 2 to 11. You can obtain a train timetable
from the information window. Avoid smiling ‘information’ staff who try to direct all arrivals to a travel
agency in the mezzanine level.

Hua Lamphong has the following services: shower room, mailing centre, luggage storage, cafes and food
courts. To get to the station from Sukhumvit take the MRT to the Hua Lamphong stop. From western points
(Banglamphu, Thewet), take bus 53.

Bangkok Noi station ( next to Siriraj Hospital, Thonburi) Bangkok Noi handles infrequent (and
overpriced for foreigners) services to Nakhon Pathom, Kanchanaburi and Nam Tok. The station can be
reached by river ferry to Tha Rot Fai. Tickets can be bought at the station.

Wong Wian Yai station This tiny station is the jumping off point of the Mahachai Shortline commuter line
to Samut Sakhon ( Click here ).

0 GETTING AROUND

Although Bangkok’s rush-hour traffic is the stuff of nightmares, seemingly random acts of embouteillage
can impede even the shortest trip, any day, any time. If it’s an option, going by river, canal or BTS is
always the best choice; otherwise assume a 45-minute journey for most outings.

To/From the Airport
At the time of research were still two functioning airports in Bangkok; the vast majority of flights are from
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the shiny new Suvarnabhumi, but some domestic flights still fly in and out of the old Don Muang Airport.
If you need to transfer between the two, pencil in at least an hour, as the two airports are at opposite ends
of town. Minivans run between the two airports from 6am to 5pm (30B to 50B).

SUVARNABHUMI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

The following ground transport options leave directly from the Suvarnabhumi terminal to in-town
destinations: metered taxis, hotel limousines, airport rail link, private vehicles and private buses. If there
are no metered taxis available kerbside or if the line is too long, you can take the airport shuttle to the taxi
stand at the public-transport centre.

The public-transport centre is 3km from Suvarnabhumi and includes a public bus terminal, metered taxi
stand and long-term parking. A free airport shuttle bus running both an ordinary and express route
connects the transport centre with the passenger terminals.

Local Bus Several other air-conditioned local buses serve the airport’s public-transport centre. Bus lines
that city-bound tourists are likely to use include 551 (Victory Monument), 554 (Don Muang) and 556 (Th
Khao San), and minivan line 552 (to On Nut BTS station) — fares start at 25B. From these points, you can
continue on public transport or by taxi to your hotel.

Intercity buses to destinations east including Pattaya, Rayong and Trat stop at the public-transport centre,
also reached via the free shuttle from the airport.

From town, you can take the BTS to On Nut, then from near the market entrance opposite Tesco take
minivan 522 (25B, about 40 minutes, 6am to 9pm) or AE3 (150B) to the airport.

Airport Rail Link In 2010 the much-delayed elevated train service linking central Bangkok and
Suvarnabhumi International Airport was finally completed. The system is comprised of a local service,
which makes six stops before terminating at Phaya Thai station ( 30 minutes, 45B), connected by a
walkway to BTS at Phaya Thai station, and an express service that runs, without stops, between Phaya
Thai and Makkasan stations and the airport (15 minutes, 150B). Makkasan, also known as Bangkok City
Air Terminal , is a short walk from MRT Phetchaburi, and if you arrive at least three hours before your
departure, also has check-in facilities for two different airlines (Thai Airways and Lufthansa). Both train
lines run from 6am to midnight.

The Airport Rail Link is located on floor B1 of Suvarnabhumi Airport.

Taxi As you exit the terminal, ignore the touts and all the signs pointing you to ‘official airport taxis’
(which cost 700B flat); instead, descend to the 1st floor to join the generally fast-moving queue for a
public taxi. Cabs booked through these desks should always use their meter, but they often try their luck so
insist by saying, ‘Meter, please’. Typical metered fares from the airport are as follows: 200B to 250B to
Th Sukhumvit; 250B to 300B to Th Khao San; 500B to Mo Chit. Toll charges (paid by the passengers)
vary between 25B and 45B. Note also that there’s an additional 50B surcharge added to all fares
departing from the airport, payable directly to the driver.

BANGKOK'’S ISLAND GETAWAY

Soothe your nerves with a half-day getaway to Ko Kret , a car-free island in the middle of Mae Nam
Chao Phraya, at Bangkok’s northern edge. Actually an artificial island, the result of dredging a canal
in a sharp bend in the river, the island is home to one of Thailand’s oldest settlements of Mon
people, who were the dominant culture in central Thailand between the 6th and 10th centuries AD.
The Mon are also skilled potters, and Ko Kret continues the culture’s ancient tradition of hand-
thrown earthenware, made from local Ko Kret clay.



If you come on a weekday you’ll likely to be the only visitor. There are a couple of temples worth
peeking into and a few places to eat, but the real highlight is taking in the bucolic riverside
atmosphere. On weekends, things change drastically and Ko Kret is an extremely popular destination
for urban Thais. There’s heaps more food, drink and things for sale, but with this come the crowds.

The most convenient way to get there is by bus (33 from Sanam Luang) or taxi to Pak Kret, before
boarding the cross-river ferry that leaves from Wat Sanam Neua.

DON MUANG AIRPORT

There are no longer any express airport buses to/from Don Muang.

Bus Slow, crowded public bus 59 stops on the highway in front of the airport and carries on to
Banglamphu, passing Th Khao San and the Democracy Monument; luggage is not allowed. Air-
conditioned buses are faster, and you might actually get a seat. Useful routes with air- conditioned buses:
Bus 510 Victory Monument and Southern bus terminal.

Bus 513 Th Sukhumvit and Eastern bus terminal.

Bus 29 Northern bus terminal, Victory Monument, Siam Square and Hua Lamphong train station.

Taxi As at Suvarnabhumi, public taxis leave from outside the arrivals hall and there is a 50B airport
charge added to the meter fare. A trip to Banglamphu, including airport change and tollway fees, will set
you back about 400B. The fare will be slightly less for a trip to Sukhumvit or Silom.

Train The walkway that crosses from Terminal 1 to the Amari Airport Hotel also provides access to Don
Muang train station, which has trains to Hua Lamphong train station every one to 1% hours from 4am to
11.30am and then roughly every hour from 2pm to 9.30pm (3rd-class 5B to 10B, one hour).

Boat
Once the city’s dominant form of transport, public boats still survive along the mighty Mae Nam Chao
Phraya and on a few interior klorng .

CANAL ROUTES

Over the years boat services along Bangkok and Thonburi’s klorng have diminished, but with mounting
traffic woes there may be plans to revive these water networks. For now, canal taxi boats run along
Khlong Saen Saeb (Banglamphu to Ramkhamhaeng) and are an easy way to get from Banglamphu to Jim
Thompson House, the Siam Square shopping centres (get off at Tha Hua Chang for both), and other points
further east along Sukhumvit — after a mandatory change of boat at Tha Pratunam. These boats are mostly
used by daily commuters and pull into the piers for just a few seconds — jump straight on or you’ll be left
behind. Fares range from 9B to 21B and boats run from approximately 6am to 7pm.

RIVER ROUTES

Chao Phraya Express ( /| 0 2623 6001; www.chaophrayaboat.co.th) This company provides one of the
city’s most scenic (and efficient) transport options, running passenger boats along Mae Nam Chao Phraya
to destinations both south and north of Bangkok. The central pier is known varyingly as Tha Sathon and
Saphan Taksin, and connects to the Saphan Taksin BTS station, at the southern end of the city. Visitors are
most likely to go northwards, to the stops designated with an N prefix.

Tickets range from 13B to 32B and are generally purchased on board the boat, although some larger
stations have ticket booths. Either way, hold on to your ticket as proof of purchase.

The company operates express (indicated by an orange, yellow or yellow and green flag), local (without
a flag) and tourist boat (larger boat) services. During rush hour, pay close attention to the flag colours to
avoid an unwanted journey to a foreign province. Ask for one of the route maps provided at some of the
larger piers.
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Local ( © 6-8.30am & 3-6pm Mon-Fri; 9-13B) The local line (no flag) serves all company piers
between Wat Ratchasingkhon, in south-central Bangkok, north to Nonthaburi, stopping frequently.

Tourist ( = 9.30am-3.30pm; 19B, one-day pass child/adult 80/150B) The more expensive tourist boat
offers heaps of seating and English-language commentary (though it may be hard to comprehend); it
operates from Tha Sathon to 10 major sightseeing piers, only going as far north as Tha Phra Athit
(Banglamphu).

Orange Express ( ' 5.50am-6.40pm Mon-Fri, 6am-6.40pm Sat & Sun; 14B) This, the most frequent
line, operates between Wat Ratchasingkhon and Nonthaburi with frequent stops.

Yellow Express ( = 6.10-8.40am & 3.45-7.30pm Mon-Fri; 19-28B) The yellow express line operates
between Ratburana to Nonthaburi with stops at major piers.

Green-Yellow Express ( @ 6.15-8.05am & 4.05-6.05pm Mon-Fri; 11-31B) This rush-hour-only boat
takes commuters directly to Pakkret Pier, in the far north of Bangkok.

Blue Express ( = 7-7.45am & 5.05-6.25pm Mon-Fri; 11-32B) Another rush-hour-only boat takes
commuters directly to Nonthaburi.

There are also flat-bottomed cross-river ferries that connect Thonburi and Bangkok. These piers are
usually next door to the Chao Phraya Express piers and cost 3.5B per crossing.

BTS (Skytrain)

The most comfortable option for travelling in ‘new’ Bangkok (Silom, Sukhumvit and Siam Square) is the
rot fai fah , BTS or Skytrain, an elevated rail network that sails over the city’s notorious traffic jams. The
BTS has revolutionised travel in the modern parts of Bangkok. Trips that would have taken an hour now
take 15 minutes. Another advantage of the BTS is that it offers a pleasant bird’s-eye view of the city,
allowing glimpses of greenery and historic architecture not visible at street level.

So far two lines have been built by the Bangkok Mass Transit System (BTS; [/ 0 2617 7300;
www.bts.co.th) — the Sukhumvit and Silom lines.

The Sukhumvit Line terminates in the north of the city at the Mo Chit station, next to Chatuchak Park, and
follows Th Phayathai south to the Siam interchange station at Th Phra Ram I and then swings east along
Th Ploenchit and Th Sukhumvit to terminate at Bearing station, at Soi 107, Th Sukhumvit.

The Silom Line runs from the National Stadium station, near Siam Square, and soon after makes an abrupt
turn to the southwest, continuing above Th Ratchadamri, down Th Silom to Th Narathiwat
Ratchanakharin, then out Th Sathon until it terminates at Wong Wian Yai across the Mae Nam Chao Phraya
in Thonburi.

Trains run frequently from 6am to midnight along both lines. Fares vary from 15B to 40B, depending on
your destination. Most ticket machines accept 5B and 10B coins only, but change is available from the
information booths. The staffed booths are also where you buy value-stored tickets. Brochures available
at the information booths detail the various commuter and tourist passes.

Bus

The city’s public bus system is operated by Bangkok Mass Transit Authority ( /I 184;
www.bmta.co.th) ; the website is a great source of information on all bus routes, but this doesn’t really
help the fact that Bangkok’s bus system is confusing and generally lacks English. If you’re determined, or
are pinching pennies, fares for air-conditioned buses typically start at 11B and ordinary (fan) buses start
at 6.5B. Smaller privately operated green buses cost 5B.

Most of the bus lines run between 5am and 10pm or 11pm, except for the ‘all-night’ buses, which run from
3am or 4am to midmorning.

Bangkok Bus Guide by thinknet, available at Kinokuniya and Asia Books (Click here), is the most up-to-
date route map available. The following bus lines are useful for tourists travelling between Banglamphu
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and the Siam Square area:

Bus 15 From Tha Phra, on the Thonburi side of the river, to Sanam Luang (accessible to Wat Phra Kaew)
with stops at MBK Center (connect to BTS) and Th Ratchadamnoen Klang (accessible to Th Khao San).
Bus 47 Khlong Toei Port to Department of Lands, along Th Phahonyothin, in northern Bangkok, with stops
along Th Phra Ram I'V, MBK Center, Th Ratchadamnoen and Sanam Luang.

Car

For short-term visitors, you will find parking and driving a car in Bangkok more trouble than it is worth.
If you need private transport, consider hiring a car and driver through your hotel or hire a taxi driver that
you find trustworthy. One reputable operator is Julie Taxi ( [/ 08 1846 2014; www.]julietaxitour.com) ,
which offers a variety of vehicles and excellent service.

If you're not dissuaded, cars and motorcycles can be rented throughout town, including through such
international chains as Avis ( [/ 0 2251 2011; www.avisthailand.com; 2/12 Th Withayw/Wireless Rd; &
8am-6pm; BTS Phloen Chit) , opposite the Swiss embasy, or local chains such as Thai Rent A Car ( [/ 0
2318 8888; www.thairentacar.com; 2371 Th Petchaburi; MRT Phetchaburi & access by taxi) , both of
which also have branches at/near Suvarnabhumi airport. Rates start at around 1200B per day, excluding
insurance. An International Driving Permit and passport are required for all rentals.

MRT (Metro)

Bangkok’s first subway line opened in 2004 and is operated by the Metropolitan Rapid Transit
Authority (MRTA; [ 0 2624 5200; www.mrta.co.th) . Thais call the metro rét fai fah dai din .

The 20km Blue Line goes from Hua Lamphong train station to Bang Sue, stopping at 18 stations, including
four that link up with the BTS, and one that connects with the airport link. Fares cost 16B to 41B; child
and concession fares can be bought at ticket windows. The trains run every seven minutes from 6am to
midnight, except during peak hours — 6am to 9am and 4.30pm to 7.30pm — when frequency is less than
five minutes. The main advantage for visitors is that the Sukhumvit hotel area is now easily connected to
Hua Lamphong train station and Chinatown at one end, and Chatuchak weekend market and the Northern
bus terminal at the Bang Sue end.

There are ambitious plans to extend the MRT by more than four times its present length with stabs into
northern Bangkok, Samut Prakan and Th Ramkhamhaeng, although if the airport link is anything to judge
by, it could be a very long wait indeed.

Motorcycle Taxi

Forming the backdrop of modern Bangkok, teams of cheeky, numbered and vested motorcycle-taxi drivers
can be found at the end of just about every long street. A ride to the end (sut soy) or mouth (bahk soy) of
an average soi usually costs 10B to 15B. Longer journeys should be negotiated in advance, and can range
from 20B to 100B.

Helmets are occasionally available upon request, although considering the way some of these guys drive,
any body part is at risk. In particular, keep your legs tucked in — the drivers are used to carrying
passengers with shorter legs than those of the average Westerner. Women wearing skirts should sit side-
saddle and gather any extra cloth to avoid it catching in the wheel or drive chain.

Taxi

Tdak-see mee-déu (metered taxis) were introduced in Bangkok in 1993 and the current flag fare of 35B is
only a slight increase from that time, making us wonder how these guys (and there are a lot of them) earn
any money. Although many first-time visitors are hesitant to use them, in general, Bangkok’s taxis are new
and spacious and the drivers are courteous and helpful, making them an excellent way to get around. Fares
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to most places within central Bangkok cost 60B to 80B, and freeway tolls — 20B to 45B depending where
you start — must be paid by the passenger.

Taxi Radio ( || 1681; www.taxiradio.co.th) and other 24-hour ‘phone-a-cab’ services are available for
20B above the metered fare. Taxis are usually plentiful except during peak commute hours, when bars are
closing (1am to 2am), or when it is raining and your destination requires sitting in too much traffic.

It’s generally a good idea to get in taxis that pull up, rather than parked taxis, as the latter often refuse to
use their meters. And simply exit any taxi that refuses to use the meter.

FREE RIDE

Launched in 2008, Bangkok Smile Bike is a municipally sponsored program encouraging visitors to
explore parts of old Bangkok and Thonburi by bicycle. The small green bikes can be borrowed for
free, and an expansive tourist route encompassing the areas’ major sites has been marked by
relatively clear road signs and occasional green bike lanes.

There are five stations spread out between Ko Ratanakosin and Banglamphu, and the suggested
starting/ending point is at the southwest corner of Sanam Luang , across from the main entrance to
Wat Phra Kaew. On the Thonburi side, there are six stations and the suggested starting point is at the
base of Saphan Phra Pin Klao Bridge, with the route ending at Saphan Phut, also known as Memorial
Bridge. Bikes are available from 10am to 5pm, and you’ll need some form of ID to borrow one.

Tuk-Tuk

A ride on Thailand’s most emblematic three-wheeled vehicle is an experience particularly sought after by
new arrivals, but it only takes a few seconds to realise that most foreigners are too tall to see anything
beyond the low-slung roof.

Tuk-tik drivers also have a knack for smelling crisp bills and can potentially take you and your wallet far
away from your desired destination. In particular, beware of drivers who offer to take you on a
sightseeing tour for 10B or 20B — it’s a touting scheme designed to pressure you into purchasing
overpriced goods. A short trip on a tik-tuk should cost at least 50B.
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AROUND BANGKOK

If you’re itching to get out of the capital city, but don’t have a lot of time, consider a day trip to one of the
neighbouring towns and provinces. On Bangkok’s doorstep are all of Thailand’s provincial charms — you
don’t have to go far to find ancient religious monuments, floating markets, architectural treasures and laid-
back fishing villages.

Around Bangkok ®!
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Bangkok to Amphawa



The quaint canalside village of Amphawa in Samut Songkhram is only 70km southwest of Bangkok, but if
you play your cards right, you can reach the town via a multihour journey involving trains, boats and a
short ride in the back of a truck. Why? Because sometimes the journey is just as important as the
destination.

Your adventure begins when you take a stab into Bangkok's Thonburi looking for the Wong Wian Yai
train station ( BTS Wong Wian Yai) . Just north of the traffic circle (Wong Wian Yai) is a fairly ordinary
food market that camouflages the unceremonious terminal of this commuter line, known in English as the
Mahachai Shortline. Hop on one of the hourly trains (10B, one hour, from 5.30am to 8.10pm) to Samut
Sakhon and you’re on your way.

FLOATING MARKETS ( )

The photographs of Thailand’s floating markets — wooden canoes laden with multicoloured fruits and
vegetables, paddled by women wearing indigo-hued clothes and wide-brimmed straw hats — have
become an iconic and alluring image for the kingdom. The markets are also a sentimental piece of
history. In the past 20 years, Thailand has modernised, replacing canals with roads, and boats with
motorcycles and cars. The floating markets, which were once lively trading posts for produce
farmers and local housewives, have mostly crawled ashore.

The most heavily promoted floating market is Damnoen Saduak ( * 7am-4pm Sat & Sun) ,
104km southwest of Bangkok and north of Samut Songkhram on the road to Nakhon Pathom. Though
little more than a souvenir market catering to tourists, it is one of the most accessible markets from
Bangkok and is ideal for those who haven’t yet filled their suitcases with touristy gifts. Air-
conditioned buses 78 and 996 go direct from the Southern bus terminal in Thonburi to Damnoen
Saduak (80B, two hours, every 20 minutes from 6am to 9pm). Most buses will drop tourists off
directly at the piers that line Th Sukhaphiban 1, which is the land route to the floating market area.
The going rate for boat hire is about 300B per person per hour. A yellow sorng-tda-ou (pick-up
truck, also spelt sawngthdew ; 5B) does a frequent loop between the floating market and the bus stop
in town.

A closer descendant of the original floating markets, Taling Chan ( & 7am-4pm Sat & Sun) , west
of Bangkok, offers less of a sales pitch than Damnoen Saduak. On the access road to Khlong
Bangkok Noi, Taling Chan looks like any other fresh-food market busy with produce vendors from
nearby farms. But the twist emerges at the canal where several floating docks serve as informal
dining rooms, and the kitchens are canoes tethered to the docks. Many local Thai families come to
feast on grilled shrimp and noodles, all produced aboard a bobbing boat. Taling Chan is in Thonburi
and can be reached from any bus stop along Bangkok’s Th Ratchadamnoen Klang in Banglamphu, via
air-con bus 79 (16B, 25 minutes). Long-tail boats from any large Bangkok pier can also be hired for
a trip to Taling Chan and the nearby Khlong Chak Phra.

Not technically a swimmer, Don Wai Market ( Talat Don Wai; © 6am-6pm) claims a riverbank
location in Nakhon Pathom Province, having originally started out in the early 20th century as a
floating market for pomelo and jackfruit growers and traders. Like many tourist attractions geared
towards Thais, the main draw here is food, such as fruit, traditional sweets and 'bet dléh (five-spice
stewed duck), which can be consumed onboard large boats that cruise the Nakhon Chaisi River
(60B, one hour). The easiest way to reach Don Wai Market is to take a minibus (45B, 35 minutes)
from beside Central Pinklao in Thonburi.

The Amphawa Floating Market ( ; dalat ndim ampawah; Click here ; = 4-



9pm Fri-Sun) , about 7km northwest of Samut Songkhram, is a popular weekend destination for
Bangkok residents. There are other floating markets nearby that meet in the mornings on particular
lunar days, including Tha Kha Floating Market ( ' 7am-noon weekends on 2nd, 7th & 12th day of
waxing & waning moons) . Tha Kha convenes along an open, breezy klorng lined with greenery and
old wooden houses. Call Amphawa’s Tourism Authority of Thailand office ( ! 0 3475 2847) for
specific dates.

Only 15 minutes after you leave the station the city density yields to squatty villages where you can
peek into homes, temples and shops, many of which are only arm’s length from the tracks. Further on,
palm trees, small rice fields and marshes filled with giant elephant ears and canna lilies line the route,
tamed only briefly by little whistle-stop stations. The backwater farms evaporate quickly as you enter
Samut Sakhon , also known as Mahachai, a bustling port town several kilometres from the Gulf of
Thailand and the end of the first rail segment.

After working your way through what must be one of the most hectic fresh markets in the country, you’ll
come to a vast harbour clogged with water hyacinth and wooden fishing boats. Before the 17th century,
the town was known as Tha Jiin (Chinese Pier) because of the large number of Chinese junks that called
here.

Occupying the imposing ferry building, the seafood Tarua Restaurant (no roman-script sign; 859 Th
Sethakit, Samut Sakhon; dishes 60-200B; ' lunch & dinner) offers views over the harbour and an
English-language menu. Board the ferry to Ban Laem (3B to 5B).

Arriving on the opposite side, the Jao Mae Kuan Im Shrine at Wat Chong Lom is a 9m-high fountain in
the shape of the Mahayana Buddhist Goddess of Mercy. To get here, take a motorcycle taxi (10B) from the
pier for the brief ride to Wat Chong Lom. Conveniently located just beside the shrine is Tha Chalong, a
train station with departures for your next destination, Samut Songkhram at 10.10am, 1.30pm and 4.40pm
(10B, one hour).

You’ll know when you’ve reached Samut Songkhram , also known as Mae Klong, when it looks like
you’ve crashed into the town’s wet market. In fact, the market is held directly on the train tracks, and
vendors must frantically scoop up their wares as the trains come through.

At the mouth of Mae Nam Mae Klong river is the province’s most famous tourist attraction: a bank of
fossilised shells known as Don Hoi Lot . The shell bank can really only be seen during the dry season
when the river surface has receded to its lowest level (typically April and May), but most visit for the
perennial seafood restaurants (open lunch and dinner) that have been built at the edge of Don Hoi Lot. To
get there you can hop into a sorng-tda-ou in front of Somdet Phra Phuttalertla Hospital at the intersection
of Th Prasitpattana and Th Tamnimit; the trip takes about 15 minutes (15B). Or, if it’s afternoon and the
water is high enough, you can charter a boat from the Mae Klong Market pier ( tdh da-laht maa glorng ),
a scenic round-trip journey of around 45 minutes (1000B).

To reach your final destination, charter a boat (800B) or hop in a sorng-tda-ou (8B) near the market for
the 10-minute ride to Amphawa .

Amphawa

This canalside village has become a popular destination for city folk who seek out its quintessentially
“Thai’ setting. This urban influx has sparked a few signs of gentrification, but the canals, old wooden
buildings, atmospheric cafes and quaint waterborne traffic still retain heaps of charm. From Friday to
Sunday, Amphawa puts on a floating market (Click here ). Alternatively, visit on a weekday and you’ll
proably be the only tourist.

© SIGHTS



Steps from Amphawa’s central footbridge is Wat Amphawan Chetiyaram, a graceful temple believed to
be located at the place of the family home of Rama II, and which features accomplished murals. A short
walk from the temple is King Buddhalertla (Phuttha Loet L.a) Naphalai Memorial Park (admission
20B; &~ 8.30am-5pm) , a museum housed in a collection of traditional central Thai houses set on 1.5
landscaped hectares. Dedicated to Rama II, the museum contains a library of antiques from early-19th-
century Siam.

At night long-tail boats zip through Amphawa’s sleeping waters to watch the Christmas light-like dance
of the hing hoy, fireflies, most populous during the wet season. From Friday to Sunday, several operators
from several piers lead tours, charging 60B for a seat. Outside of these days, it costs 500B for a two-hour
charter.

= SLEEPING & EATING

Amphawa is popular with Bangkok’s weekend warriors, and it seems like virtually every other house has
opened its doors to tourists in the form of homestays. These can range from little more than a mattress on
the floor and a mosquito net to upscale guest house-style accommodation. Rooms with fan start at about
200B while rooms with air-con, many of which share bathrooms, begin at about 1000B. Prices are half
this on weekdays.

If you prefer something a bit more private, consider Ploen Amphawa Resort ( [/ 08 1458 9411;
www.ploenamphawa.com; Th Rim Khlong; r incl breakfast 1400-2500B; #/ %! ) , or ChababaanCham
Resort ( |2/ 08 1984 1000; Th Rim Khlong; r incl breakfast 1900-2400B; ¥/ ) , an attractive but
somewhat overpriced resort just off the canal, or Baan Ku Pu ( [ZI 0 3472 5920; Th Rim Khlong; d
1000B; [#! ) , a collection of wooden bungalows.

Amphawa has basic restaurants and a simple night market open each evening. If you’re in town on a
weekend, get your eats at the fun Amphawa Floating Market (da-laht nam am-pa-wabh; dishes 20-40B;
4-9pm Fri-Sun) , where pat tai and other noodle dishes are served directly from boats.

O GETTING THERE & AWAY

See Click here for an enjoyable itinerary for getting to Amphawa. You can return the same way; however,
it’s much more convenient to hop on one of the frequent minivans that depart from Samut Songkhram’s
market (and on weekends, from Amphawa) to Bangkok’s Victory Monument (70B, one hour, from 5.30am
to 8pm) in Ratchathewi. Alternatively, you can flag down one of several buses to/from Damnoen Saduak
that ply the highway near Amphawa, terminating at Bangkok’s Southern bus terminal (80B, one hour).

Nakhon Pathom
POP 120,000
Nakhon Pathom is a typical central Thai city, with the Phra Pathom Chedi as a visible link to its claim as
the country’s oldest settlement. The town’s name, which derives from the Pali ‘Nagara Pathama’ meaning
‘First City’, appears to lend some legitimacy to this boast.

The modern town is quite sleepy, but it is an easy destination to see everyday Thai ways and practise
your newly acquired language skills on a community genuinely appreciative of such efforts.

© SIGHTS

Phra Pathom Chedi BUDDHIST TEMPLE
( ; admission free) In the centre of town, rising to 127m, is one of the tallest Buddhist
monuments in the world. The original stupa, which is buried within the massive orange-glazed dome, was


http://www.ploenamphawa.com

erected in the early 6th century by the Theravada Buddhists of Dvaravati (possibly at the same time as
Myanmar’s famous Shwedagon stupa). But, in the early 11th century the Khmer king, Suriyavarman I of
Angkor, conquered the city and built a Brahman prang (Hindi/Khmer-style stupa) over the sanctuary. The
Burmese of Bagan, under King Anawrahta, sacked the city in 1057 and the prang lay in ruins until Rama
IV (King Mongkut) had it restored in 1860. The temple is best visited on weekends when local families
come to make merit.

On the eastern side of the monument, in the boht, is a Dvaravati-style Buddha seated in a European
pose similar to the one in Wat Phra Meru in Ayuthaya. It may, in fact, have come from there.

Also of interest are the many examples of Chinese sculpture carved from a greenish stone that came to
Thailand as ballast in the bottom of 19th-century Chinese junks. Opposite the boht is a museum
(admission by donation; ™ 9am-4pm Wed-Sun) , with some interesting Dvaravati sculpture and lots of
old junk. Within the chedi complex is L.ablae Cave , an artificial tunnel containing the shrine of several
Buddha figures.

The wat surrounding the stupa enjoys the kingdom’s highest temple rank, Rachavoramahavihan; it’s one
of only six temples so honoured in Thailand. King Rama VI’s ashes are interred in the base of the
Sukhothai-era Phra Ruang Rochanarit, a large standing Buddha image in the wat’s northern wi-hdhn .

Phutthamonthon BUDDHIST TEMPLE
( ) Southeast of the city stands this Sukhothai-style standing Buddha designed by Corrado
Feroci. At 15.8m, it is reportedly the world’s tallest, and it’s surrounded by a 400-hectare landscaped
park that contains sculptures representing the major stages in the Buddha’s life (eg a 6m-high dharma
wheel, carved from a single slab of granite).

All Bangkok—Nakhon Pathom buses pass by the access road to the park at Phra Phutthamonthon Sai 4;
from there you can walk, hitch or flag down a sorng-tda-ou into the park itself. From Nakhon Pathom you
can also take a white-and-purple Salaya bus; the stop is on Th Tesa across from the post office.

Don Wai Market MARKET
( ) On the banks of Mae Nam Nakhon Chaisi, is another worthwhile destination.
See Click here for details on getting here.

X

N\ EATING

Nakhon Pathom has an excellent market along the road between the train station and Phra Pathom Chedi;
its kow ldhm (sticky rice and coconut steamed in a length of bamboo) is reputed to be the best in
Thailand. There are many good, inexpensive food vendors and restaurants in this area.

0 GETTING THERE & AWAY

Nakhon Pathom is 64km west of Bangkok. The city doesn’t have a central bus station, but most transport
arrives and departs from near the market and train station.

The most convenient and fastest way to get to Nakhon Pathom is on a rot déo (shared minivan) from
Bangkok’s Victory Monument (60B; Click here ). Vans leave when full, generally from 6am to about 6pm.

There are also more frequent trains from Bangkok’s Hua Lamphong station in Chinatown (14B to 60B,
one hour) throughout the day. Nakhon Pathom is also on the spur rail line that runs from Thonburi’s
Bangkok Noi station to Kanchanaburi’s Nam Tok station, although because of the route’s status as a
‘tourist line’ the fares are exorbitantly high for foreigners.
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Central Thailand
Includes »

Ayuthaya Province
Ayuthaya
Around Ayuthaya

Lopburi
Kanchanaburi Province

Kanchanaburi

Bridge Over the River Kwai
Around Kanchanaburi
Erawan National Park

Sai Yok National Park

Thong Pha Phum
Sangkhlaburi
Around Sangkhlaburi

Why Go?
Overflowing with nearly as much history as it is nature, Central Thailand offers everything from
cascading waterfalls to ancient temple ruins. Nature lovers are drawn to the cloud-canopied mountain
ranges that separate Thailand from Myanmar (Burma) and the untamed jungle that shelters tigers,
elephants and leopards. History buffs head north of Bangkok to Ayuthaya, the former capital of Siam.
Once one of the world’s most splendid cities, today visitors can cycle around its well-preserved ruins.
Further north is the tiny town of Lopburi, where monkeys scamper among the Khmer-style temples.
Northwest from Bangkok is Kanchanaburi, where trekking and adventure activities are the big draw.
Visitors also come to remember those who died in WWII building the ‘Death Railway’.
In the northwest mountains sit Thong Pha Phum and Sangkhlaburi, home to several ethnic groups.

When to Go

Central Thailand experiences the country’s three seasons in equal measure; Kanchanaburi can have baking
sunshine while torrential rain buffets Sangkhlaburi. It is hot in the region from February to June, rainy
from June to October, and cool (relatively speaking) from October to January: the one constant is the
humidity.

Because of altitude, it can be cooler in Sangkhlaburi and surrounding national parks than in other areas.
Ayuthaya and Lopburi sit in a wide-open plain that receives similar amounts of rain and heat as Bangkok.

Best Places to Eat

» Blue Rice ( Click here )

» Sai Thong ( Click here )

» Baan Watcharachai ( Click here )
» Khao Tom Hor ( Click here )

» Jukkru ( Click here )

Best Places to Stay

» Baan Lotus Guest House ( Click here )
» Tony’s Place ( Click here )

» Noom Guest House ( Click here )



» Jolly Frog ( Click here )
» Sabai@Kan ( Click here )
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Central Thailand Highlights

@ Exploring remote national parks, such as Si Nakharin (Click here ), to look for elusive tigers,
elephants and gibbons

@ Clambering up the seven levels at Erawan ( Click here ), one of Thailand’s most impressive
waterfalls

© Cycling around the temple and palace ruins in Ayuthaya ( Click here )

© Sampling the laid-back vibe of Sangkhlaburi ( Click here ) and spending time with ethnic groups
that live there

© Watching monkeys scurrying around the temple ruins in Lopburi ( Click here )

© Visiting the WWII museums and remembering the past in Kanchanaburi ( Click here )

@ Flying across zip-lines, riding elephants through the jungle, kayaking along rivers and enjoying
other adventure activities (Click here ) around Sangkhlaburi



AYUTHAYA PROVINCE

Ayuthaya

POP 137,553

Ayuthaya was once one of the most dazzling and dynamic cities in Asia; today, its temple ruins largely
offer just tantalising hints of this former majesty. The city’s most famous sites have been partially restored
so it is easy to imagine how they must have looked in their prime, while others remain fully functioning
temples.

Between 1350 and 1767 Ayuthaya was the capital of Siam. As a major trading port during the time of
the trade winds, international merchants visited and were left in awe of the hundreds of glittering temples
and treasure- laden palaces. At one point the empire ruled over an area larger than England and France
combined. Ayuthaya had 33 kings who engaged in more than 70 wars during its 417-year period; however,
fine diplomatic skills also ensured no Western power ever ruled Siam.

The last of the empire’s battles was in 1767, when an invading Burmese army sacked the city, looting
most of its treasures. What was left continued to crumble until major restoration work began. In 1991
Ayuthaya’s ruins were designated a Unesco World Heritage Site.

Away from the temples, Ayuthaya has a growing number of attractions that focus on locally made
produce and handicrafts.

AYUTHAYAIN...

TWO DAYS

Rise early to beat the Ayuthaya sun and cycle around the Historical Park . Stop for lunch at Lung
Lek’s noodle emporium before heading north of the island to catch a late- afternoon performance at
Ayuthaya Klong Sabua Floating Market and Water Theatre . The following day hop on an
elephant for a short ride among the ruins then finish your visit by sampling locally made produce at
the Ayothaya Floating Market .

FOUR DAYS

Head out of the city to visit Bang Pa In Palace and the nearby Bang Sai Arts and Crafts Centre .
On the way back, drop by at Wat Phanan Choeng and ensure good luck by releasing fish back to the
river.

ONE WEEK

A week gives you plenty of time to see the temples and the nearby countryside. Cycle to Wat Yai
Chai Mongkhon and mingle in the neighbouring Muslim markets before returning to the island for a
sunset boat trip. With a few extra days spare, you can learn how to be a mahout at the Ayuthaya
Elephant Palace .

© SIGHTS
At one time, 400 glittering temples stood proudly in Ayuthaya. Today, more than a dozen restored ruins
can be found within the heart of the city, while there are also several working temples. The headless
Buddha images, crumbling columns and battered balustrades recreate images of a once mighty city.

For simpler navigation, we’ve divided up the sites into ‘on the island’ and ‘off the island’ sections. It is
easy to get between the sites by bicycle, and hiring a guide for some historical detail is useful.

Most temples are open from 8am to 4pm; the more famous sites charge an entrance fee. A one-day pass



for most sites on the island is available for 220B and can be bought at the museums or ruins.

The ruins are symbols of royalty and religion, two fundamental elements of Thai society, and so please
show respect (Click here ).
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Ayuthaya

@ Top Sights

Chao Sam Phraya National MuseumC3
Wat Chai Wattanaram A4

Wat Phanan Choeng F4

Wat Phra Si Sanphet C2

@ Sights

1 Ayothaya Floating Market G1
2 Ayuthaya Historical Study Centre D3
3Chantharakasem National MuseumF.1

4 Million Toy Museum B2
5 Wat Ayuthaya G1




6 Wat Kudi Dao G1

7 Wat Na Phra Meru C1

8 Wat Phra Mahathat D2

9 Wat Ratburana D2

10 Wat Suwan Dararam F3
11 Wat Thammikarat C2

12 Wat Yai Chai Mongkhon G4
13 Wihaan Mongkhon Bophit C3

Activities, Courses & Tours
14 Tour With Thai F2

© Sleeping

15 Ayothaya Hotel F2

16 Baan Are Gong F2

17 Baan Khun Phra F3
18Baan I otus Guest HouseE2
19Bann Thai HouseG2

20 Chantana Guest House F2
21 Krungsri River Hotel F3
22 Promtong Mansion D3

23 PU Inn Ubonpon E2

24 River View Place Hotel F4

25 Tony's Place F2
26 Wiang Fa Hotel E3

% Eating

27Baan WatcharachaiA3
28 Gahn Glooay D3

29 Hua Raw Night Market E1
30 Krua Nai Pan E3

31 Lung Lek D2

32Paa Grung GaoF4

33 Roti Sai Mai Stalls C4
34 Sai ThongD4

Tony's Place (see 25)

© Drinking

35 Spin E2

36Street LampE2

ON THE ISLAND
The following sites are in central Ayuthaya.

328/ Wat Phra Si Sanphet TEMPLE

( ; admission 50B) The three chedi (stupas) at Wat Phra Si Sanphet are
perhaps the most iconic image in Ayuthaya. Built in the late 14th century, it was the city’s largest temple
and was used by several kings. It once contained a 16m-high standing Buddha (Phra Si Sanphet) covered
with 250kg of gold, which was melted down by Burmese conquerors.



TAILOR-MADE TUK-TUKS

Tuk-tiks (pronounced ‘duk dik’; motorised transport) in Ayuthaya are different from the classic Thai
design thanks to their strange dome-shaped fronts. Resembling Darth Vader’s iconic mask, they zip
around in a variety of colours and designs. One veteran driver remembers these distinctive taxis
have looked the same for more than 50 years. It is thought they may have first been made in Japan,
which could explain the samurai-like curved front.

|.£> Chao Sam Phraya National Museum MUSEUM

Offline map Google map ( ; adult/child 150B/free;
~ 9am-4pm Wed-Sun) The largest museum in the city has 2400 items on show, ranging from a 2m-high
bronze-cast Buddha head to glistening treasures found in the crypts of Wat Phra Mahathat and Wat
Ratburana.

Wihaan Mongkhon Bophit HISTORICAL BUILDING
( ) Next to Wat Phra Si Sanphet is this sanctuary hall, which houses one of the
largest bronze Buddha images in Thailand. This 17m-high figure has undergone several facelifts due to
lightning strikes and fire.

In 1955 the Burmese Prime Minister visited the site and donated 200,000B to help restore the building,
an act of belated atonement for his country’s sacking of the city 200 years before.

AYUTHAYA’S TOP FIVE SITES

» Wat Phra Si Sanphet (Click here )

» Wat Phanan Choeng (Click here)

» Wat Chai Wattanaram (Click here )

» Wat Yai Chai Mongkhon (Click here )
» Wihaan Mongkhon Bophit (Click here )

Wat Phra Mahathat TEMPLE

Offline map Google map

( ; admission 50B) The most photographed image in Ayuthaya is here; a sandstone
Buddha head that lies mysteriously tangled within a tree’s entwined roots. Built in 1374 during the reign
of King Borom Rachathirat I, Wat Phra Mahathat also has a central prang (Khmer-style chedi) and rows
of headless Buddha images. Nobody knows for sure how the Buddha head ended up in the tree. Some say
the head was abandoned after the Burmese sacked Ayuthaya, and trees subsequently grew around it.
Others believe thieves tried to steal the image, but gave up as it was too heavy.

&

Audio guides (150B) can be hired at Wat Phra Si Sanphet, Wat Phra Mahathat and Wat Chai


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3510189313908,100.561741290822&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3570320427056,100.567456871394&z=15&t=m

Wattanaram. The English-language guides provide excellent background information and vivid detail
that help visitors imagine exactly what once stood on these sites.

Wat Ratburana TEMPLE

Offline map

( ; Ratcha-burana; admission 50B) The prang in this temple is one of the best extant
versions in the city, with detailed carvings of lotus and mythical creatures. The temple, just north of Wat
Phra Mahathat, was built in the 15th century by King Borom Rachathirat II on the cremation site for his
two brothers who both died while fighting each other for the throne. Looters raided the site in 1957 and
stole many treasures. Some of the culprits were arrested and a subsequent official excavation of the site
uncovered many rare Buddha images in the crypt.

Wat Thammikarat TEMPLE

Offline map Google map

( ) To the west of Wat Ratburana, this temple is a pleasant place to sit among the
ruins. The most prominent feature is a central chedi surrounded by singha (guardian lion) sculptures.
Local people believe that the temple predated the Ayuthaya period, a claim unsupported by architectural
evidence.

Wat Suwan Dararam TEMPLE

Offline map Google map

( ) This temple is not one of the most-visited sites but its different
architectural styles make it worth seeing. Set in the southeast of the island, King Rama I designed the
exterior of the older-style uposatha while Rama III was responsible for the interior. The slightly bowed
line along the temple’s edge and its plain finish are typical of the late Ayuthaya period. Next to it is a
wi-hdhn from Rama IV’s reign, resplendent with a glittering external mosaic.

Ayuthaya Historical Study Centre MUSEUM

Offline map Google map

( ; Th Rotchana; adult/student 100/50B; =~ 9am-4.30pm
Mon-Fri, to 5pm Sat & Sun) An impressive diorama of the city’s former glories illustrates how
spectacular Ayuthaya once was. Other features in this open-plan museum include timelines, examples of
traditional village life and videos.

Chantharakasem National Museum MUSEUM

Offline map Google map

( ; Th U Thong; admission 100B; =~ 9am-4pm Wed-Sun)
Inside this national museum is a collection of Buddhist art, sculptures, ancient weapons and lacquered
cabinets. The museum is within the grounds of Wang Chan Kasem (Chan Kasem Palace), which was built
for King Naresuan by his father in 1577.

Million Toy Museum TOY MUSEUM


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3591155089114,100.562052508373&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3486227386831,100.578534232536&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.349336908469,100.565519988708&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3654344494806,100.57510193695&z=15&t=m

Offline map Google map

( ; adult/child 50/20B; * daily 9am-4pm) Godzilla, tin
soldiers and a life-size Superman make this magical museum a fascinating place to wander around. The
brainchild of associate professor Krirk Yoonpun, the collection of toys from around the world includes
both old and new items, along with a display of Buddhist amulets and old Thai currency.

OFF THE ISLAND

On the opposite side of the water that envelops central Ayuthaya are several famous temples. You can
reach some sites by bicycle, but others require a motorbike. Evening boat tours around the island are
another way to see the highlights.

&2, Wat Phanan Choeng TEMPLE
( ; admission 20B) Inside this bustling temple is one of Ayuthaya’s most revered Buddha
images. The 19m-high Phra Phanan Choeng was created in 1325 and sits in the wi-hdhn (large hall),
surrounded by 84,000 Buddha images that line the walls.

The grounds have a Chinese shrine, where firecrackers rip through the air for good fortune, and a
riverfront area where bags of fish are bought and then released for good luck.

Wat Phanan Choeng, southeast of the old city, can be reached by ferry (5B) from the pier near Phom
Phet Fortress. Your bicycle can accompany you across.

|.E> Wat Chai Wattanaram TEMPLE

( ; admission 50B) Just 40 years ago this temple was immersed in thick jungle.
Today it is one of Ayuthaya’s most-photographed sites thanks to its impressive Khmer-style central prang,
which stands 35m high. Built in 1630 by King Prasat Thong, the temple is a great place to watch sunsets.
The site is west of the island and can be reached on bicycle via a nearby bridge.

WAT A SIGHT BY NIGHT

The temple ruins look good during the day, but they are spectacular by night. Many of the main ruins
are illuminated after dark and take on an ethereal glow. Wat Ratburana, Wat Chai Wattanaram, Wat
Phra Ram and Wat Mahathat are lit up from 7pm to 9pm. The grounds are closed, but it is still worth
strolling past or finding a nearby restaurant for dinner.

[FREE Ayuthaya Floating Market MARKET

( ; & 9am-8pm) Popular with Thais as well as tourists, the floating market sells
a range of snacks, artwork and clothes. Set on wooden platforms above the water, the market is covered
and so is ideal if the city’s fierce heat gets too much. Traditional shows take place throughout the day and
longboats (20B) can be hired. The market is to the east of the old city off Th Dusit, near Wat Kudi Dao.

Foreign Quarter HISTORICAL SITE
( ) Ayuthaya’s leaders were brilliant diplomats. As a result of their


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3603428477951,100.552528750422&z=15&t=m

tolerance towards other religions and cultures, up to 40 ethnic groups settled in the city. The Portuguese
were first to arrive in 1511, followed by the Dutch, British and Japanese. Up to 2000 Portuguese traders
and diplomats lived in the area and there were three Catholic churches. A small group of group Thai
Catholics still lives near the site today.

The Portuguese brought guns with them, and this modern weapon helped the Thais defeat the Burmese
in 1520. As a result of this victory, the Portuguese were given land on which to build. In 1767 the
Burmese invaders burned down the settlement and it wasn’t until 1985 that a Portuguese foundation came
to restore the village.

Just south of the island, the Portuguese Settlement displays the skeletal remains of 40 Portuguese
settlers in an open pit. Look for the unusual spirit house with figures of St Joseph and St Paul. To the west
of the Portuguese Settlement is a Muslim quarter , where an evening market is held on Wednesdays and
Saturdays. The area is picturesque and ideal for cycling. Along the way, stop at Wat Phutthaii Sawan to
see a reclining Buddha and Khmer-style prang.

Japanese Village MUSEUM

( ; adult/child 50/20B; = 8.30am-4.30pm) Up to 1500 Japanese settled in Ayuthaya.
Some came to trade while others were fleeing the persecution of Christians in their homeland during the
16th century. This Japanese Village includes a video presentation that sets the scene and a giant electronic
image of an oil painting by Dutch artists of the old city at its zenith. The village is 5km south from the
Portuguese Settlement.

Phu Khao Thong MONUMENT

( ) At the top of this chedi’s 79 steps are splendid views of the city. Originally
built by the Burmese during a 15-year occupation, the top section was added later by Thais. The statue at
the front is a memorial to the all-conquering King Naresuan. Surrounding him are dozens of statues of
fighting cockerels. Legend says that when Naresuan was a hostage in Burma his invincible fighting
cockerels secured his fearsome reputation. Phu Khao Thong is northwest of the island.

Wat Na Phra Meru TEMPLE
Offline map Google ma
( ; Phra Mehn; admission 20B) This temple was one of only a few to escape the

wrath of Burma’s invading army in 1767 as it was used as their base.

Inside the wi-hdhn is a magnificent 1500-year-old green sandstone Buddha from Sri Lanka. Its
prominent facial features and joined eyebrows are typical of the Dvaravati period. The boht (central
sanctuary) houses a carved wooden ceiling showing the Buddhist heavens.

Elephant Kraal ELEPHANT STOCKADE

( ) Wild elephants were once rounded up and kept in this kraal (stockade). Each
year the king would look on as the finest beasts were chosen and either put to work or used as war
machines. This restored kraal, which has 980 teak logs, is northeast of the island.

Bahn Thanon Dusit TEMPLES
( ) For a more scenic side to the city, grab a bicycle and peddle around this rural patch,


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3626839362154,100.558759507383&z=15&t=m

east of the island. Wat Maheyong is a popular weekend meditation retreat in a leafy courtyard near the
temple ruins. Slightly further down the road is Wat Kudi Dao Offline map Google map , which nature has
taken a hold of and Wat Ayuthaya Offline map Google map , which dates from the early Ayuthaya period
and has a modest market on Wednesday evenings.

Wat Yai Chai Mongkhon TEMPLE

Offline map Google map

( ; admission 20B) A 7m-long reclining Buddha is the main feature at Wat Yai Chai
Mongkhon. Rumour has it that if you can get a coin to stick to the Buddha’s feet good luck will come your
way. King U Thong built the monastery in 1357 to house monks from Sri Lanka. The bell-shaped chedi
was built later to honour King Naresuan’s victory over Burma.

X" ACTIVITIES & TOURS
Pedalling around the island is the best way to see the ruins. To see more of the surrounding countryside,
guides are available and two-day trips are possible. Try Tour With Thai Offline map Google map ( </ 0
3523 1084; www.tourwiththai.com; Th Naresuan) .
Boat tours (200B per hour) can be arranged at the pier near the night market or at guest houses. Guest
houses offer two-hour sunset tours of the ruins (200B) but they can be cancelled if numbers are too low.
For in-depth coverage of Ayuthaya's history, talk to staff at TAT (Click here ) about hiring a guide.

HELPING AN OLD FRIEND

Elephants helped Thailand win wars, build cities and transport kings. However, today these animals
are the ones needing help, as their natural habitat has been slashed back and they are reduced to
begging for food in the street. With only 4000 domestic and wild elephants remaining in Thailand,
they need all the assistance they can get.

The Ayuthaya Elephant Palace ( [/ 0 8066 87727; www.elephantstay.com) does its part by
running a hugely successful breeding program and providing brief tourist rides around the ruins. This
nonprofit organisation protects elephants by buying sick or abused animals, including bulls that have
killed villagers.

Laithongrien Meepan opened the centre in 1996 after buying his daughter an elephant as a present.
Australians Michelle Reedy, a former zoo keeper, and Ewa Nakiewicz run an Elephant Stay program
(12,000B for three nights minimum) where visitors learn how to ride, bathe and earn the trust of the
animals.

Paying for a pachyderm is not cheap, as they can munch their way through 150kg of food a day, so
the taxi rides and Elephant Stay help cover costs. In turn, some elephants help earn their keep by
turning their trunks to art, appearing in movies such as Oliver Stone’s Alexander and even providing
dung — which is made into paper, bookmarks and photo albums.

The site is not designed for walk-in tourists, but those that do spend time living with the elephants
usually come away with a new-found admiration for Thailand’s national animal.

*
%3 FESTIVAL & EVENTS

Loi Kratong CULTURAL FESTIVAL


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3632970149212,100.589864511745&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3663810157958,100.589795922536&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3435577611708,100.589956584028&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3602441548115,100.577653881995&z=15&t=m
http://www.tourwiththai.com
http://www.elephantstay.com

In November, the Bang Sai Arts and Crafts Centre is the place to be for the Loi Kratong festival.
Hundreds of beautiful lotus-shaped vessels containing candles and incense sticks are set afloat from the
riverside. In late January, the centre holds its annual fair, showcasing its work.

Swan Boat Races BOAT RACES
The Thailand International Swan Boat Races take place on the Mae Nam Chao Phraya at the Bang Sai
Arts and Crafts Centre every September. It involves long-boats pitting international and domestic crews.

Songkran WATER FESTIVAL
Unlike the water mayhem at places such as Bangkok and Chiang Mai, the Thai New Year festival here is
more of a time for merit-making and paying homage to the elderly. It is held around April 12 to 14.

= SLEEPING

Backpackers head for Soi 2, Th Naresuan, where there is a handful of guest houses. Midrange and top-end
options can be found along the more scenic riverfront. Look for substantial discounts during the low
season (April to November).

|.E> Baan Lotus Guest House GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

( |/ 0 3525 1988; 20 Th Pamaphrao; s 200B, d 400-600B; [#[= ) Set in large, leafy grounds, this
converted teak schoolhouse has a cool, clean feel and remains our favourite place to crash. Staff are as
charmingly old-school as the building itself.

|.E> Tony’s Place GUEST HOUSE $$

(11 0 3525 2578; www.tonyplace-ayutthava.com; 12/18 Soi 2, Th Naresuan; r 200-1200B; #/F ) Budget
rooms still offer just the basics, but the true flashpacker can hang out in renovated rooms that verge on the
palatial, relatively speaking.

Promtong Mansion GUEST HOUSE $$

Offline map Google map

(<1 0 3524 2459; www.promtong.com; off Th Dechawat; s/d/tr 500/700/1100B; /= ) Tucked away off
the main road, Promtong Mansion is a four-storey guest house that has a distinctive buzz, thanks to its
enthusiastic staff.

Baan Thai House BOUTIQUE HOTEL $$%

Offline map Google map

( [ 0 35245 555; off Th Dusit; r 2100-2800B; PI#|[=/2 ) A gorgeous boutique resort set just off the
island. Each of the dozen Thai-style villas is immaculate and set amid lush gardens. A tik-tik
(pronounced ‘duk dik’; motorised transport) to the old city costs 80B.

PU Inn Ubonpon GUEST HOUSE $


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3614643223871,100.576756528588&z=15&t=m
http://www.tonyplace-ayutthaya.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3524406633326,100.569678679559&z=15&t=m
http://www.promtong.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3577979406998,100.588749876996&z=15&t=m

Offline map Google map

( 121 0 3525 1213; www.puguesthouse.com; 20/1 Soi Thaw Kaw Saw; r 200-900B; [#/@/F/ ) The upbeat
staff here give the place a vibrant air and can also help arrange trips. Rooms are bright and clean. If you
need a Japanese-speaking local, this is a good choice.

Chantana Guest House GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

( 121 0 3532 3200; chantanahouse@yahoo.com; 12/22 Soi 2, Th Naresuan; r 400-500B; [# ) Standing out
from the more ramshackle rooms along this strip is the Chantana with its helpful staff, clean rooms and a
balcony — it’s worth forking out an extra 50B to get the latter.

Baan Khun Phra GUEST HOUSE $
Offline map Google map

teak property, built about 100 years ago, which is teeming with antiques; where else are you going to find
Thai swords next to your bed? Dorms sleep up to four.

Krungsri River Hotel HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

(121 0 3524 4333; www.krungsririver.com; 27/2 Th Rotchana; r 1800-5738B; [#/@/F/2/ ) Splendid river
views and simple but stylish rooms make this four-star hotel the best spot in town.

Baan Are Gong GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

([#1 0 3523 5592; siriporntan@yahoo.com.sg; off Th Rotchana; s 150B, d 350-500B; %%l ) Tucked away
in the soi facing the train station is this 100-year-old teak guest house, run by a welcoming Thai-Chinese
family. The 3B ferry to the island is nearby.

Wiang Fa Hotel GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 3524 3252; 1/8 Th Rotchana; r 500B; [P/#/% ) Rooms are small in this two-storey guest house, but
an outdoor patio, coffee and waffle shop and laid-back feel help compensate.

Ayothaya Hotel HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

( [ 0 3523 2855; www.ayothayahotel.com; 12 Soi 2, Th Naresuan; r 650-3800B; [#/@/F/%| ) Located
within range of the ruins, this hotel has friendly staff and plenty of facilities. The retro rooms to the rear
are worth exploring. Look for low-season discounts.

River View Place Hotel HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map
( I 0 3524 1444; www.riverviewplacehotel.com; 35/5 Th U Thong; r from 2000B; #@/F/2 ) As the



http://maps.google.com/?q=14.361119737234,100.576830499979&z=15&t=m
http://www.puguesthouse.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3616307892767,100.577200097394&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3535939825057,100.580696751899&z=15&t=m
http://www.bannkunpra.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3531239354971,100.582285537365&z=15&t=m
http://www.krungsririver.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3563268611238,100.581706428447&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3515690443151,100.574588436782&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3597151574659,100.577937970363&z=15&t=m
http://www.ayothayahotel.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3471016186891,100.580594139571&z=15&t=m
http://www.riverviewplacehotel.com

name suggests, this is in one of the most scenic on-island spots. Rooms are large and cosy.

X
N\ EATING
Ayuthaya’s rich heritage has resulted in an equally diverse range of food, from sweet Muslim snacks to

seafood. As well as Western- friendly restaurants on Soi 2, Th Naresuan, there are excellent options along
the southern part of Th U Thong,

|ﬁ/ Sai

.choice Sai Thong THAI $

Offline map Google map

(Th U Thong; dishes 90-150B; = 9.30am-10pm) With 180 items on the menu, live music and spectacular
food, this old-school restaurant is the best place to eat on the island. As well as the regular fare, there are
interesting variations, such as chicken marinated in whisky.

|ﬁ/ B i

.cHoice” Baan Watcharachai THAI $$

Offline map Google map

(no roman-script sign; off Th Worachate; dishes 100-200B) Located next to Wat Kasatthirat, take a seat on
the wooden boat moored outside and feast on yam blah duk foo (crispy catfish salad).

Hua Raw Night Market MARKET $

Offline map Google map

(Th U Thong) This evening market offers simple riverside seating and a range of Thai and Muslim dishes;
for the latter look for the green star and crescent.

Roti Sai Mai Stalls DESSERTS $

Offline map Google map

(Th U Thong; & 10am-8pm) Ayuthaya is famous for the Muslim dessert roh-dee sdi mdi. This is created
by rolling together thin strands of melted palm sugar and wrapping them inside the roti. Stalls can be
found opposite Ayuthaya Hospital.

Lung L.ek NOODLES $

Offline map Google map
(no roman-script sign; Th Chee Kun; dishes 30-40B; ' 8.30am-4pm) For the tastiest, most slurpable

noodles around, visit this long-established restaurant opposite Wat Ratburana. The perfect spot for a
between-temples meal.

Gahn Glooay THAI $

Offline map Google map
(no roman-script sign; cnr Th Rotchana & Th Chee Kun; dishes 120-150B; © 5pm-midnight) If you want

to see Thais unwind, head to this relaxed restaurant where karaoke sessions often take centre stage.


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3475789943677,100.569100707853&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3500080587112,100.544383467628&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.366685498764,100.572573284616&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3426592682245,100.560962570023&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3599777829129,100.569137658819&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3511048590213,100.569685305168&z=15&t=m

Tony’s Place WESTERN $

(Soi 2, Th Naresuan; dishes 60-100B) Set at the front of the guest house of the same name, this is an ideal
pit stop as it comes with simple Thai/Western dishes, a few veggie nibbles and plenty of fellow
travellers.

Krua Nai Pan THAI $$

Offline map Google map

(no roman-script sign; cnr Th U Thong & Th Chee Kun; dishes 80-250B) Serving up superb northeastern
cuisine is this stylish, wood-panelled restaurant, where the speciality is the super-spicy soup.

Pae Krung Gao THAI $$
(Th U Thong; dishes 100-200B) A well-established riverside restaurant serving top-notch Thai food. The
English-language menu is more limited than the Thai version so if you know what you like, just ask.
? DRINKING & ENTERTAINMENT
Nightlife on the island is restricted due to the proximity of the revered ruins. Backpackers hang out along
Soi 2, Th Naresuan, listening to live music at Street Lamp. Young Thais sip fruit/'vodka combos at Spin
Offline map Google map (cnr Th Naresuan & Th Khlong Makhamriang) .

Off the island, a collection of bars can be found just off Th Rotchana, near the northern bus terminal.
Khlawng Phleng (no roman-script sign) is the best, and least salacious, of these with live music and a
lively crowd.

Ayuthaya Klong Sabua Floating Market and Water Theatre THEATRE

( ; www.ayutthayafloatingmarket.com; admission 99-199B; =~
10am-5.30pm Sat & Sun) Billed as the only water theatre in the kingdom, performers seemingly glide
across the water’s surface while staging traditional shows with a few dramatic touches, such as fire-
breathing. There are five daily performances between 11am and 4.30pm. Tickets, which include a buffet,
are cheaper after 2.30pm. Despite the name, don’t expect much of a market. To reach the water theatre,
follow the road that goes past Wat Na Phra Meru for 2km.

O INFORMATION

Dangers & Annoyances

Traffic lights are often absent from road junctions in Ayuthaya where they would seem a prudent choice.
This means extra care is needed, especially when on a bicycle. Remember Thailand’s unofficial road
rules: if you're faster and larger, you have right of way. When cycling, put bags around your body, not in
baskets where they could be snatched.

At night several packs of dogs roam the streets. Avoid eye contact and be sure to keep your distance.

Emergency
Tourist police ( /| emergency 1155; Th Si Sanphet)

Internet Access
Several shops on and around Soi 2, Th Naresuan have connections for 30B per hour.


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.348938840668,100.570068423683&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.3583859476954,100.574282435515&z=15&t=m
http://www.ayutthayafloatingmarket.com

Medical Services
Ayuthaya Hospital ( [ emergency 1669, 0 3532 2555-70; cnr Th U Thong & Th Si Sanphet) Has an
emergency centre and English-speaking doctors.

Money

ATMs are plentiful along Th Naresuan, near the Amporn Shopping Centre.
Bank of Ayuthaya (Th U Thong near Th Naresuan)

Kasikorn Bank (Th Naresuan)

Siam City Bank (Th U Thong)

Siam Commercial Bank (Th Naresuan)

Post
Main post office (Th U Thong; = 8.30am-4.30pm Mon-Fri, 9am-noon Sat & Sun)

Tourist Information
Tourist Authority of Thailand (TAT; [/ 0 3524 6076; 108/22 Th Si Sanphet; = 8.30am-4.30pm) The
TAT office, next to the police station, has a good selection of free maps and brochures.

0 GETTING THERE & AWAY

Boat
Several tour companies run boats along the river to Bangkok ( Click here ).

Bus

Ayuthaya’s provincial bus stop is on Th Naresuan, a short walk from the guest-house area. Destinations
include:

Bang Pa In (25B, hourly every 20 minutes; via sorng-tda-ou )

Lopburi (40B, two hours, every 45 minutes)

Suphanburi (60B, two hours, every 30 minutes) Transfer in town for buses to Kanchanaburi.
Bangkok-bound buses and minivans leave from stops on Th Naresuan to the following areas of the city:
Victory Monument (60B, 1% hours, every hour from 5.30am to 7pm)

Rangsit (40B, one hour, every 15 minutes)

Southern (Sai Tai Mai) station (70B, one hour, every 30 minutes from 4.30am to 7pm)

Northern (Mo Chit) station (50B, 1Y% hours, every 20 minutes) Also stops at Don Muang airport.

The bus terminal servicing northern Thailand is Skm east of the old city, off Th Rotchana. A tik-tuk from
the terminal to the old city will cost 100B. Destinations include:

Chiang Mai (403B to 806B, nine hours, frequent)

Nan (386B to 497B, eight hours, one morning and two evening departures)

Phitsanulok (224B to 227B, five hours, frequent)

Sukhothai (255B to 328B, six hours, every two hours)

Train

The train station is east of central Ayuthaya. Destinations include:

Bang Pa In (3B)

Bangkok ’° s Hua Lamphong station (ordinary/rapid/express 15B/20B/315B, 1'% hours, frequent
morning and night departures)

Bangkok ’ s Bang Sue station (ordinary/rapid/express 15B/20B/315B, 1Y% hours, frequent morning and
night departures) A convenient station to the Th Khao San area.



Chiang Mai (ordinary/rapid/express 586B/856B/1198B, six departures a day)

Khon Kaen (ordinary/rapid/express 173B/265B/375B, six hours, four departures a day)

Pak Chong (ordinary/rapid/express 23B/73B/130B, frequent) The nearest station to Khao Yai National
Park.

The train station is accessible by a quick cross-river ferry from the centre of town (4B) or sorng-tda-ou
(50B).

O GETTING AROUND

Sahm-16r (three-wheeled pedicabs; also spelt saamlaw) or tik-tik are readily available. Always agree on
a price before you get on. For trips on the island, the rate is 30B to 40B.

As most of the ruins are close together, the most environmentally friendly way to see them is by bicycle or
elephant. Guest houses rent bicycles (30B) and motorcycles (200B). You can take brief rides around the
historical park by elephant (200B to 500B) or by horse and carriage (300B). The elephants stay at a kraal
on Th Pa Thon.

See Click here for information on hiring a long-tail boat for trips around the island.

Around Ayuthaya

BANG PA IN PALACE

An intriguing assortment of architectural styles makes up Thailand’s most eclectic palace (admission
100B; ©~ 8am-4pm) . Originally built in the 17th century, the palace was restored during the reign of
Rama V (King Chulalongkorn; 1868-1910). The European, Chinese and Thai buildings may seem
incongruous, but they reflect the broad influences of Rama V.

Highlights of the palace include a replica of the Tiber Bridge in Rome, the quite stunning Chinese-style
Wehut Chamrun , the Victorian-influenced observatory Withun Thatsana and a Thai pavilion in the
middle of a pond housing a statue of Rama V.

In 1880, Queen Sunanta drowned during a journey to the palace. Thai law at the time forbid courtiers
from touching the queen, and so nobody dared jump in and save her. As a result of the tragedy King Rama
V changed the law. A marble obelisk in memory of the queen is in the palace grounds.

Self-drive carts (400B for one hour, 100B per hour thereafter) are available to get around.

Wat Niwet Thamaprawat , located to the rear of the palace car park, is the most unlikely of temples.
Designed to resemble a cathedral, its Gothic style, stained-glass windows and knights in armour stand in
contrast to the Buddha images. Take a free, monk-operated cable car to the other side of the water.

To reach the palace, take a public sorng-tda-ou (25B, one hour, frequent) from the provincial bus stop
on Th Naresuan in Ayuthaya. Once the sorng-tda-ou drops you at the Bang Pa In bus station, jump on a
motorbike taxi (30B) to the palace, which is 4km away. Trains run from Ayuthaya (3rd class 3B, 30
minutes). The train station is closer to the palace than the bus station, but you’ll still need a motorbike taxi
(20B) to complete the last leg. Another option is to charter a tuk-tuk for about 400B return.

BANG SAI ARTS & CRAFTS CENTRE

Another 17km southwest of the palace is Bang Sai Arts and Crafts Centre ( @ 9am-5pm) . The centre
preserves traditional Thai art by offering 30 training courses, ranging from ceramics, silk weaving and
mask making. Launched in 1984 with support from Queen Sirikit, this 180-hectare site includes Sala Phra
Ming Kwan pavilion, which sells a wide range of goods, and an excellent arts and crafts village. A bird
park (20B) and Thailand’s largest freshwater fish aquarium (adult/child 100/50B) will keep younger
visitors hooked. Avoid coming here on a Monday, when some attractions are closed.

To reach the arts centre, take a train to Bang Pa In then hire a motorbike taxi or sérng-tda-ou .



LOPBURI PROVINCE
POP 26,500

Lopburi
Languid Lopburi is a pleasant town notable mainly for its temple ruins — and an infamous troop of
monkeys.

Lopburi had a role in the Dvaravati, Khmer, Sukhothai and Ayuthaya empires and the ruins, all within
the old part of town, reflect this.

As one of Thailand’s oldest cities, Lopburi was first developed during the Dvaravati period (6th to
10th centuries), when it was known as Lavo. The enormous influence of the Khmer empire can still be
seen in the architecture and artwork. During the Ayuthaya period, Lopburi was a second capital and
hosted many foreign dignitaries, which led to advances in architecture, astronomy and literature.

Today, it is the monkeys that take centre stage as they scamper, scavenge and swing around town. These
macaques live among the ruins, but don’t be surprised if their mischievous faces also peer through your
hotel window.

Lopburi, which is 150km north of Bangkok, is renowned for its sunflower fields, coconut jelly and
rattan furniture, while sugar cane and rice are the main crops.

© SIGHTS

|ﬁ Phra Narai Ratchaniwet MUSEUM

Offline map

( ; entrance Th Sorasak; admission 150B; = gallery 8.30am-4pm Wed-
Sun, palace grounds 8am-5.30pm) Start your tour of Lopburi at this former royal palace. Inside the palace
grounds is the Lopburi Museum (officially called Somdet Phra Narai National Museum), which houses
displays of local history. The museum is divided into three separate buildings. In Phiman Mongkut
Pavilion there are sculptures and art from the Lopburi, Khmer, Dvaravati, U Thong and Ayuthaya periods.
The Chantara Phisan Throne Hall contains paintings and artefacts in memory of King Narai, while the
European-style Phra Pratiab Building has a small display of traditional handicraft and hunting tools.

Built between 1665 and 1677, with help from French and Italian engineers, the palace was used to
welcome foreign dignitaries. The main entry point is through Pratu Phayakkha gate, off Th Sorasak. To
your left are the remains of the palace reservoir and former reception hall.

Ahead of these are the elephant stables and towards the rear of the compound is the Suttha Sawan
throne hall, where King Narai died.

A 150B one-day pass to the main ruins can be bought here.



@ Train
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Lopburi

@ Top Sights
Phra Narai RatchaniwetA2
Prang Sam Yot B1

@ Sights

1 Prang Khaek A1

2 San Phra Kan B1

3 Wat Nakhon Kosa B2

4 Wat Phra Si Ratana Mahathat B2
5 Wat Sao Thong Thong A1l

Activities, Courses & Tours
Nature Adventure (see 7)

© Sleeping

6 Nett Hotel A2

7 Noom Guest HouseB2
8 Sri Indra Hotel B1

% Eating
9 Central Market A1
10 Khao Tom HorB2

11 Thaisawang House A2
© Drinking

Noom Guest House(see 7)
12 Sahai Phanta A2

ﬁ;
cHioce” Prang Sam Yot MONUMENT

( ; Th Wichayen; admission 50B; & 8am-6pm) Prang Sam Yot is the most famous
and most photographed attraction in Lopburi. The three linked towers originally symbolised the Hindu
Trimurti of Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma. Now two of them contain ruined Lopburi-style Buddha images.
The towers are accessible and offer relief from the heat and monkeys.

Young guides show visitors around for a small donation and, while their English is minimal, their
catapults keep the monkeys at bay. The monument is the best example of Khmer-Lopburi architecture, and
looks especially good at night when illuminated.

Wat Phra Si Ratana Mahathat TEMPLE

Offline map

( ; Th Na Phra Kan; admission 50B; *~ 7am-5pm) Opposite the train
station is this 13th-century Khmer wat. Once the town’s largest monastery, it has been heavily renovated
and makes for a great photo opportunity. The central Phra Prang has bas-relief depicting the life of the
Buddha while its arched gate has images in the style of the Lawo period. The northwestern prang has U
Thong-style angels; their oblong faces and unusual halos are rare.



Ban Wichayen HISTORICAL BUILDING

( ; Th Wichayen; admission 50B; ' 9am-4pm) King Narai built this Thai-
European palace as a residence for foreign ambassadors. Greek diplomat and trader Constantine
Phaulkon was its most famous resident. The palace is across the street and northeast of Wat Sao Thong
Thong.

Prang Khaek RUINS
Offline map
( ) The oldest monument in Lopburi, this 11th-century tower is on a triangular piece of

land bordered by Th Wichayen to the north. The structure has Khmer-style brickwork and was possibly
once a temple to the Hindu god Shiva.

Wat Nakhon Kosa RUINS
Offline map
( ; Th Na Phra Kan) Just along from the train station is Wat Nakhon Kosa. Built in the

12th century it may have originally been a Hindu shrine. The main chedi was built during the Dvaravati
period, while the wi-hdhn was added later by King Narai. To the rear is a collection of headless Buddha
images.

Wat Sao Thong Thong RUINS

Offline map

( ; Th Wichayen) Northwest of the palace centre, Wat Sao Thong Thong is
remarkable for its unusual Gothic-style windows, which were added by King Narai so it could be used as
a Christian chapel.

Wat Khao Wong Kot TEMPLE, CAVES

( ) About 30km west of Lopburi is Wat Khao Wong Kot, home to an enormous bat
cave. At sunset hundreds of thousands of bats emerge for their nocturnal hunt. To find the cave, take the
280 steps to the right of the temple entrance. The temple can be reached by taking a train (6/26B) north
from Lopburi to Ban Mee station and then catching a motorbike taxi. Buses (23B) also run hourly to Ban
Mee. However, the last train to Lopburi departs at 4.45pm while the last bus is at 5.30pm so you will
need private transport to witness the bat exodus.

Pa Sak Jolasid Dam PICNIC SPOT

( ) This 4860m-long dam is a popular picnic spot and has several food and
drink stalls. Trams (25B) take visitors for short rides by the water’s edge. Camping and bungalows are
available. Buses running the 50km east from Lopburi to Wang Moung (33B, two hours, every 30 minutes)
stop by the dam.

MONKEY MAGIC

Grown men arm their catapults, old women grab 2m-long poles and toy crocodiles peer out from
shop windows. Welcome to Lopburi, where these methods are used in a vain attempt to prevent the



iconic monkeys from taking over.

Every day the monkeys put on a public performance as they swing, somersault and scamper across
town. Residents make up the supporting cast as they lay their hands on anything they can to keep the
creatures at bay.

The monkeys are a type of macaque that are an integral part of Lopburi’s character. Stay in one of
the old town’s hotels and you will see them scurrying across power cables, pounding over
corrugated roofs or squabbling over a tomato.

Their favourite haunts are San Phra Kan Offline map (Kala Shrine; Th Wichayen) and Prang
Sam Yot Offline map (Th Wichayen) . While visiting these places, put bottles of water and anything
that may be mistaken for food inside a bag. Any bottles on display will be considered fair game. It is
also wise to only take your camera, and not its carrying bag.

While locals may seem to dislike their simian neighbours, the monkeys are never harmed due to
the Buddhist belief of preserving all life. In addition, some feel the animals are ‘descendants’ of the
Hindu god Kala and so to injure one would be seriously bad karma. Monkey souvenirs are nearly as
omnipresent as the real thing; there is even now a ‘monkey beer’ brewed by the Lopburi Inn Hotel
and Resort.

A feeding station has been set up to discourage the monkeys from pilfering tourists’ food, and so at
10am and 4pm every day heaps of vegetables and fruit are distributed, and quickly scoffed down,
next to San Phra Kan.

Care should be taken when being around the monkeys. They may look cute but they are wild
animals, and wherever there is a sweet baby monkey, you can bet a protective mother is not far
behind. Take a look at the arms of the young guides who offer to show you around for proof that the
monkeys can, and sometimes do, bite.

X ACTIVITIES

Khao Chin Lae ROCK CLIMBING

This 240m mountain has more than 40 climbing routes, meaning there is a way up for just about anyone.
Those who conquer the mountain are rewarded with views of Lopburi’s famous sunflower fields
(providing they come between November to January when the flowers are in bloom). If you want to just
see the sunflowers, take the bus east from Lopburi to Khao Noi (15B) and ask the driver to stop at Khao
Chin Lae. The fields are a short walk away, and most are free to enter. The mountain is 20km from
Lopburi.

For more details on Khao Chin Lae, contact Nature Adventure Offline map ( [/ 0 3642 7693;

www.noomguesthouse.com; 15-17 Th Phraya Kamijat) .

SARABURI SIGHT'S

Nestled between its more well-known neighbours of Ayuthaya and Lopburi, Saraburi is a small
province with a handful of attractions. Fortunately, two of the best spots are next to each other.

Wat Phra Puttachai
In this cave temple a silhouette said to be of the Buddha can be seen on one of its hillside walls.


http://www.noomguesthouse.com

Behind six Buddha images are prehistoric paintings dating back 3000 years. If you look closely,
chickens and religious images can just be made out. Clamber to the top of the hill and you’ll be
rewarded with magnificent views of the plains down below. The temple is on Rte 3042, 5km from
Hwy 1.

Nam Tok Sam Lan National Park

(1#1 0 2562 0760; www.dnp.go.th; adult/child 200/100B) Just 2km down the road from the temple is
this national park. Covering 44 sq km, the park has a central plain and offers good trekking
opportunities and the chance to see pheasants, barking deer, wild boar and butterflies. While the park
doesn’t quite match its ‘three million waterfall’ moniker, Nam Tok Sam Lan, Nam Tok Rak Sai and
Nam Tok Pho Hin Dat are all near the main entrance and worth a visit. Guides from the main office
can lead visitors on a three-hour trek. Tents (200B to 400B) and bungalows (600B to 2400B) are
available.

*
%3 FESTIVALS & EVENTS

King Narai Festival TRADITIONAL FESTIVAL

Held from 16-22 February every year at the Phra Narai Ratchaniwet. Locals don traditional clothes and
stage a colourful parade that leads to the former palace. Highlights include a demonstration of Id-kon ling
(a traditional drama performed by monkeys).

Monkey Festival MONKEY FESTIVAL
The real macaques take centre stage during the last week of November for their very own Monkey
Festival. Thousands gather to watch the simians devour their banquet.

= SLEEPING

Options in the old town are limited to budget rooms, but staying there does mean you can stroll to all the
main ruins. A few midrange options can be found in the new part of town; most have access to local buses
that can take you to the attractions.

b

croice Noom Guest House GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map

(11 0 3642 7693; www.noomguesthouse.com; Th Phraya Kamjat; r 150-300B; /% ) Bamboo-roofed
bungalows facing a leafy garden make this one of the more pleasant places to stay. Upstairs rooms have
shared bathrooms. A sister guest house around the corner takes any overspill.

Nett Hotel GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map

(11 0 3641 1738; netthotel @hotmail.com; 17/1-2 Th Ratchadamnoen; r 300-550B; /=l ) Still one of the
best-value spots, the renovated rooms are clean and the location couldn’t be more central. Cheaper rooms
are fan-only and have cold-water showers.


http://www.dnp.go.th
http://www.noomguesthouse.com

Thepthani Hotel GUEST HOUSE $

( [ 0 3641 1029; Th Phra Narai Maharat; r 400B; ¥/ ) Run by the Rajabhat University’s tourism and
hospitality department, rooms are spotless and staff are friendly. A 10B blue bus stops outside and runs to
the old and new towns.

Sri Indra Hotel GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map

( [ 0 3641 1261; 3-4 Th Na Phra Kan; r 200-350B; [# ) Opposite the train station, the Sri Indra has
views of the San Phra Kan, simple rooms and great service. Cheaper options are fan-only.

Residence 1 HOTEL $$

(|10 3661 3410; Th Kanklorngchonbratahn; r 600-1200B; [#/F/2 ) On the outskirts of town but within
walking distance of the bus station, the main perk here is the swimming pool. Some rooms lack natural
light, so ask to see before choosing one.

Lopburi Inn Hotel HOTEL $$

(121 0 3641 2300; www.lopburiinnhotel.com; 28/9 Th Phra Narai Maharat; r 700-950B; #/ =2 ) If you
haven’t had enough of monkeys, a 3m-bronze one and 30 small simian statues greet guests here. The top
rooms come with enormous bathrooms.

Lopburi Inn Resort RESORT $$

( I 0 3642 0777, www.lopburiinnresort.com; 1144 M.3 Th Pahonyohtin, Tambon Tha Sala; r 900-
1300B; #/=/2 ) Lopburi’s fanciest resort offers a pool and spacious grounds, but the rooms need a
makeover. A minibus makes the 5km run to the old town.

X

/N EATING & DRINKING

Lopburi’s street markets are great places to discover new snacks. On Wednesdays a market fills Th
Phraya Kamjat, while in the evenings vendors selling noodles and desserts line up along Th Na Phra Kan.

|.m/ Khao Tom Hor THAI-CHINESE $

Offline map

(cor Th Na Phra Kan & Th Ratchadamnoen; dishes 30-80B) The busiest place in town offers excellent
Thai-Chinese dishes, including salid tord (deep-fried salted fish) and pad gaprow gai (chicken with
kaprao leaf). Service is speedy and efficient.

Teu THAI $

(no roman-script sign; Th Pratoo Chai; dishes 40-70B; = 3pm-12.30am) To eat with the locals, pull up a
plastic stool and snack on the fantastic gaang bah néua (curry) and slushy frozen beer. Seating is
opposite the restaurant by a grassy verge or inside, next to the chaotic kitchen. Look for the big red sign.

Central Market MARKET $


http://www.lopburiinnhotel.com
http://www.lopburiinnresort.com

Offline map
(off Th Ratchadamnoen & Th Surasongkhram; ' 6am-5pm) Wander through the narrow alleyways and

take in the sights and smells of this local market. Blood-red strawberries, orange prawns and silver fish
are laid out alongside kow dom mud (rice wrapped in coconut leaves), da-go peu-ak (taro custard with
coconut milk) and gai tort (fried chicken). In the centre is a vegetarian pavilion.

Thaisawang House THAI-VIETNAMESE $

Offline map

(Th Sorasak; dishes 60-100B; ' 8.30am-8pm) Opposite Phra Narai Ratchaniwet, the Thai-Vietnamese
menu here is extensive and portions are generous. Steamed pancakes are a particular favourite. Check out
the ‘shrine’ surrounded by toy action figures behind the counter.

Noom Guesthouse BAR
(Th Phraya Kamjat) One of a couple of old town options, where expats cradle their Changs and Leos.

Sahai Phanta BAR

Offline map

(Th Sorasak) Around the corner from Noom, this is a popular venue with its Karabao-style house band.
There’s no English sign, so look for the giant ‘Benmore’ banner on the roof.

Good View BAR
(Th Naresuan; dishes 80-150B; & 5pm-1am) With its split-level design and great seafood, the best of the
open-air restaurants and bars on Th Naresuan in the new town.

O INFORMATION

There are several banks in the old part of Lopburi and some next to the bus station. Several internet cafes
and online game shops sit shoulder to shoulder along Th Na Phra Kan. The going rate is 15B to 20B per
hour. Free wi-fi is available at the Zon Coffee Bar (Th Naresuan) .

Commumications Authority of Thailand (CAT; Th Phra Narai Maharat; ' 8.30am-4.30pm)

Muang Narai Hospital ( [/ 0 3661 6300; Th Pahonyohtin)

Police ([Z/ 0 3678 0042) The police station is 2km west of the old town.

Post office (Th Phra Narai Maharat)

TAT ( [/ 0 3642 2768-9; Th Phra Narai Maharat; = 8.30am-4.30pm) The office is a rather inconvenient
5km east of the old town, along Th Phra Narai Maharat, but it is worth finding for TAT’s excellent free
map.

O GETTING THERE & AWAY

Bus & Minivans

Lopburi’s bus station (Th Naresuan) is 2km from the old town. Destinations include:
Ayuthaya (40B, two hours, every 30 minutes)

Bangkok ’ s Northern (Mo Chit) bus terminal (80B, three hours, every 30 minutes)

Khorat (Nakhon Ratchasima) (2nd/1st class 120/155B, 3%2 hours, hourly)

Suphanburi (60B, three hours, every 90 minutes) Transfer in town for buses to Kanchanaburi.



Other nearby destinations include Singburi and Ang Thong. Motorbike taxis from the station to the old
town cost 30B.

Bangkok-bound minivans (KO Travel; [/ 0 3661 8755) leave every 20 minutes from Th Na Phra Kan
between 3.30am and 8pm and drop passengers by the Victory Monument (110B). Vans leave from the
capital between 5am and 8pm. If your bag is too big, it will also need a ticket.

Train

The train station (Th Na Phra Kan) is conveniently located within walking distance of the old town.
Destinations include:

Ayuthaya (ordinary/rapid/express 13/20/336B, frequent daytime departures)

Bangkok ’ s Hua Lamphong station (ordinary/rapid/express 28/50/345B, frequent daytime departures)
Express trains take three hours, ordinary trains take four hours. Get off at Bangkok’s Bang Sue station and
take the nearby subway to the city centre.

Phitsanulok (ordinary/rapid/express 49/99/393B, frequent)

If you are not stopping long, luggage can be stored at the station for 10B per bag per day.

0 GETTING AROUND
Sorng-tda-ou and city buses run along Th Wichayen and Th Phra Narai Maharat between the old and new
towns for 10B per passenger; sahm-16r will go anywhere in the old town for 30B.



KANCHANABURI PROVINCE

POP 849,361
Despite being Thailand’s third-largest province, Kanchanaburi remains blissfully undeveloped.

The area, which boasts a rugged mountain range along its border with Myanmar, attracts nature lovers
thanks to its tumbling waterfalls, national parks and numerous crystal-lined caves.

Visitors tend to spend a few days in the provincial town visiting its WWII memorials before heading
northwest to camp in the national parks, where tigers, elephants and gibbons live.

In the far northwest are remote towns that are home to ethnic groups who have fled the military regime
in Myanmar. These frontier towns are sleepy, sedentary sanctuaries of calm that often detain visitors for
longer than they had planned.
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Kanchanaburi

POP 47,147
The provincial town of Kanchanaburi is an ideal base from which to explore Thailand’s wild west.

Today the town is busy and alive but the WWII memorials and museums are a reminder of darker times.
Japanese forces used Allied prisoners of war (POWs) and conscripted Southeast Asian labourers to build
a rail route to Myanmar. The harrowing story was told in Pierre Boulle’s book The Bridge Over the
River Kwai and in the 1957 movie based on the book. The bridge is one of the main attractions in
Kanchanaburi. Roads in the guest-house area are named after countries that were involved in the conflict.

Sitting in the slightly elevated valley of Mae Nam Mae Klong, the town is surrounded by fields filled
with tapioca, sugar cane and corn. Being just 130km from Bangkok, many city folk come here for the
weekend, though they prefer to board booming karaoke boats than enjoy the serenity.

Travellers congregate around Th Mae Nam Khwae, which is now a mini version of Bangkok’s Th Khao
San. The street is centrally located and a 10-minute walk from the train station. Most accommodation is
built beside or floating on the river, although there are some midrange options on Th Saengchuto. In-town
attractions are too spread out to cover on foot, so you’ll need a bicycle or motorbike.

KANCHANABURI IN...

TWO DAYS

Fortunately, many of the main attractions are all centrally located, so it is possible to see most of
them within 48 hours. Begin at the Thailand-Burma Railway Centre before crossing the road to see
the Allied War Cemetery . Spend the afternoon around the Death Railway Bridge and then head to
the other side of town for a coffee and stroll along the charming Heritage Walking Street . For your
second day, take a train ride along the Death Railway to Sai Yok Noi Waterfall and see some of the
verdant countryside.

FOUR DAYS
Head north of the provincial town to visit Erawan National Park and the must-see Hellfire Pass .

ONE WEEK

Seven days gives you the opportunity to explore more remote towns such as Sangkhlaburi , where
misty morning boat rides and zip-lining await. Ensure you have one night spare to stay in the treetop
huts at Thong Pha Phum National Park , where giant hornbills are regular visitors.

© SIGHTS

|ﬁ Death Railway Bridge (Bridge Over the River Kwai) HISTORICAL SITE
( ; Th Mae Nam Khwae) The 300m railway bridge is an iconic symbol that
represents the efforts of those who toiled to build a crossing here. It is also the biggest attraction in town,
so side-step the numerous hawkers and walk, carefully, along the wooden and metal slats. The centre of
the bridge was destroyed by Allied bombs in 1945 so today only the outer curved spans are original.
Once you make it to the other side there are cafes and greenery by the waterfront.

The first version of the bridge, completed in 1943, was wooden and was later replaced by a steel
bridge. During the last week of November and first week of December a nightly sound-and-light show



marks the Allied attack on the Death Railway in 1945. Rooms are hard to come by at this time, so book
ahead.

The bridge spans Mae Nam Khwae Yai, which is 2.5km from the centre of Kanchanaburi. This means it
is walkable from Th Mae Nam Khwae or you can jump on a northbound sorng-tda-ou (10B) along Th
Saengchuto. A mini train runs regular trips (20B) over the bridge from the nearby train station.
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@ Top Sights
Allied War Cemetery C2
Death Railway Bridge Al

Thailand-Burma Railway Centre C2
@ Sights

1Hertiage Walking StreetD4

2 Jeath War Museum D4

3 Lak Meuang D3
4 WWII Museum A1

Activities, Courses & Tours

Apple & Noi's Thai Cooking Course(see 7)
AS Mixed Travel (see 7)

5 Good TimesA4

6 River Kwai Canoe Travel ServicesB4

© Sleeping

7 Apple's RetreatB2

8 Bamboo House B2

9 Blue Star Guest House A4
10 Jolly FrogA4

11 Ploy Guesthouse A4
12 Pong Phen A4

13 River Kwai Hotel D3
14 Sabai@KanB1

15 Sam's House A4

16 VN Guest House C2

% Eating

Blue Rice(see 7)

17 Floating Restaurants C3
18Food VendorsD3

19 JukkruD3

20 Market D3

21 Night Market C2
22 Saisowo C3

23 Sri Rung Rueng B4
24 Thai Seri C3

© Drinking

25 Buddha Bar B4

26 No Name Bar A4
27 Sugar Member A4
28 Tham Naan D4

|ﬁ Allied War Cemetery HISTORICAL SITE
( ; Th Saengchuto; ~ 8am-6pm) Across the street from the
Thailand-Burma Railway Centre is the Allied War Cemetery, which is immaculately maintained by the



War Graves Commission. Of the 6982 POWs buried here, nearly half were British; the rest came mainly
from Australia and the Netherlands. It is estimated that at least 100,000 people died while working on the
railway, the majority being labourers from nearby Asian countries, though not one of these has an
identifiable grave. If you are looking for the resting place of a loved one, a small office to the side has
lists of names and their locations within the cemetery.

|ﬁ Thailand-Burma Railway Centre MUSEUM

( - ; www.tbrconline.com; 73 Th Chaokanen; adult/child 100/50B; =~ 9am-
5pm) This informative museum uses video footage, models and detailed display panels to explain
Kanchanaburi’s role in WWIL. Nine galleries tell the story of the railway, how prisoners were treated and
what happened after the line was completed. Upstairs is a display of wartime artefacts, including one
POW’s miniature chess set, and an excellent collection of related books. A poignant video from POW
survivors ensures that the deaths remain a tragedy, not merely a statistic.

Jeath War Museum MUSEUM
Offline map Google ma
( ; Th Wisuttharangsi; admission 30B; = 8am-5pm) This small museum

resembles the bamboo- ata in which POWs were kept. Newspaper cuttings, letters and artwork line the
sides of the long hut and offer harsh reminders of the brutal punishments meted out by Japanese troops.
The archives focus heavily on surgeon Sir Edward ‘Weary’ Dunlop, who saved hundreds of lives by
operating on injured soldiers and fighting to improve basic medical conditions. The museum is run by the
monks of the adjacent Wat Chaichumphon (Wat Tai), which in itself is worth a visit. Jeath is an acronym
of the countries involved in the railway: Japan, England, Australia/USA, Thailand and Holland. The war
museum is at the west end of Th Wisuttharangsi (Visutrangsi).

Heritage Walking Street HISTORICAL STREET

Set within the heart of the old town, more than 20 yellow signs tell the history and architecture of this
fascinating street. Set aside at least an hour to stroll and note the variety of buildings, which include Sino-
Portuguese, Thai and Chinese styles. Former residents include Boonpong Sirivejabhand, who helped
POWs send messages back home during WWII using secret codes. Many shops date from the turn of the
20th century and are still owned by the same family. Look out for the erstwhile hotel that, back in the good
old days, charged 1B per night.

Chung Kai Allied War Cemetery HISTORICAL SITE
( ) Chung Kai was the site of a major prisoner camp during WWII,
and Allied prisoners built their own hospital and church close to here. Most graves have brief, touching
epitaphs for the 1400 Commonwealth and 300 Dutch soldiers buried here.

The cemetery is 4km south of central Kanchanaburi across the Mae Nam Khwae Noi and can be
reached by bicycle.

Lak Meuang LANDMARK

Offline map
( ; City Pillar; Th Lak Meuang) The city pillar is at the centre of the old town and is


http://www.tbrconline.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0163761786427,99.5305013629449&z=15&t=m

said to give shelter to local spirits. Just down the road is a statue of King Rama III and the renovated city
wall, which used to stretch for more than 400m and had six fortresses. Three original cannons remain.

Wat Tham Seua & Wat Tham Khao Noi TEMPLES

( / ) These neighbouring hilltop monasteries are of interest due to their
vastly different styles. Wat Tham Khao Noi (Little Hill Cave Monastery) has an intricately designed
Chinese-style pagoda while next door the larger Wat Tham Seua (Tiger Cave Monastery) has several
styles of chedi and an 18m-tall Buddha covered in a golden mosaic. In front of the Buddha image a
conveyor belt has small silver trays into which donations are made and then tipped into a central pot. You
can walk to the top or take the easy option and go by cable car (10B).

The temples are around 14km south of the town centre. If coming by motorbike, take the right fork of the
highway when you reach Tha Meuang, turn right across the Kheuan Meuang (City Dam) and right again on
the other side. By bicycle, avoid the highway by using back roads that follow the river. Follow Th Pak
Phraek and cross the bridge towards Wat Tham Mangkon Thong. Once over the bridge, turn left and
follow the river for 14km, at which point you should see the hilltop pagodas on your right. Buses (10B)
leave from Kanchanaburi bus station to Ratchaburi every 20 minutes. Get off at Tha Meuang Hospital and
hire a motorbike taxi (40B).

WWII Museum MUSEUM

Offline map Google ma

( ; admission 40B; ~ 8am-6pm) One of the most eclectic
and downright odd sites, this museum houses everything from wartime artefacts to paintings of former
beauty queens.

The museum is divided into two buildings. Inside one is a display of Japanese wagons used to transport
prisoners, old photographs and unconvincing waxwork POWs. Notes about the area’s history are
scrawled on the walls, but the translations sometimes go badly awry, with unfortunately comic results.
One sign about the victims of an Allied bombing raid reads: ‘the bodies lay higgledy-piggledy beneath the
bridge’. Another says simply: ‘England was pushed into the sea by Dunkirk’.

The larger building resembles a Chinese temple and is far more opulent, or garish, depending on your
viewpoint. The top level is the best place to see the nearby Death Railway Bridge at sunset.

Between the two buildings is a pyramid-shaped family shrine with coloured bowls decorating the
exterior. The museum is immediately south of the Death Railway Bridge.

Wat Bahn Tham TEMPLE
( ) The web of hillside caves for which this temple is famous holds many ancient secrets,
according to folklore. Getting to the caves involves ascending a flight of steps that passes through a
‘dragon’s mouth’ entrance. Of the five caves near the top, one has a standing Buddha image which is
illuminated by a single shaft of sunlight breaking through the top of the hill. A stone in one cave is said to
resemble an innocent woman, Bua Khli, who was killed by her husband 400 years ago. The stone is
painted and given different dresses throughout the year as her soul was once thought to inhabit there.
Another blocked-off passageway leads to a village inhabited by giants, or so legend says.

To find the temple, which is 15km south of the town, cross the Kheuan Meuang (City Dam) and go right
on the other side of the river. Follow the road parallel to the river and look for the temple to your left.



http://maps.google.com/?q=14.041131467727,99.5046018087012&z=15&t=m

WHY BRIDGE THE RIVER KHWAE?

The construction of the ‘Death Railway’ was an astonishing feat of engineering. However, the
prisoners and conscripted workers who toiled to build it paid a terrible price. Around 100,000
labourers died due to the extreme conditions.

The railway was built during the WWII-era Japanese occupation of Thailand (1942—43) and its
objective was to link 415km of rugged terrain between Thailand and Burma (Myanmar) to secure an
alternative supply route for the Japanese conquest of other west Asian countries. Some considered
the project impossible but the track was completed despite a lack of equipment and appalling
conditions.

Construction began on 16 September 1942 at existing stations at Thanbyuzayat in Myanmar and
Nong Pladuk (Ban Pong) in Thailand. Japanese engineers estimated it would take five years to link
Thailand and Burma by rail. In reality, the Japanese army forced the POWSs to complete the 1m-gauge
railway in 16 months. Much of the work was done by hand with simple tools used to build bridges
and carve cuttings into the sides of the mountains.

As the Japanese demand for faster construction grew, so conditions worsened. The meagre rice
supplies were often laced with kerosene, a by-product of Allied bombing raids over rice stocks.
Cholera, malaria and dysentery were rife, and Japanese guards employed barbaric punishments for
anyone who stepped out of line.

The rails were finally joined 37km south of Three Pagodas Pass; a Japanese brothel train
inaugurated the line.

The bridge that spans the River Kwai near Kanchanaburi (dubbed the ‘Death Railway Bridge’)
was used for just 20 months before the Allies bombed it in 1945. Rather than a supply line, the route
quickly became an escape path for Japanese troops. After the war the British took control of the
railway on the Burmese side and ripped up 4km of the tracks leading to Three Pagodas Pass for fear
of the route being used by Karen separatists.

On the Thai side, the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) assumed control and continues to operate
trains on 130km of the original route between Nong Pladuk, south of Kanchanaburi, to Nam Tok. See
Click here for transport information.

X ACTIVITIES & COURSES

Thai Cooking

Apple & Noi’s Thai Cooking Course COOKING COURSE

Offline map Google ma

(www.applenoi-kanchanaburi.com; Apple’s Retreat, Bahn Tamakahm; course 1250B) If you don’t know
your som-dam from your dom yam then Khun Noi can assist. The one-day course starts at the local market
and ends, four dishes later, at the dining table.

Trekking & Cycling
Elephant rides, trips to Thailand’s best waterfalls and bamboo rafting are all easily booked with tour
agents.

More adventurous experiences, including cycling tours, canoeing, and overnight jungle trekking, can
also be arranged. As a rule of thumb, the further north you go, the wilder things get. Most of
Kanchanaburi’s roads are in good condition and perfect for bicycle or motorbike touring, while some off-


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0324935385742,99.523027950015&z=15&t=m
http://www.applenoi-kanchanaburi.com

road routes lead to rarely visited waterfalls and caves. Several trips stay overnight in a Mon or Karen
village and involve a combination of rafting, trekking and elephant rides.

For those with less time, the countryside close to Kanchanaburi is replete with wonderful vistas and a
bicycle is an ideal way to see them. One particularly scenic route lies immediately behind the backpacker
guest houses. From the northern end of Th Mae Nam Khwae, cross Sutjai Bridge and head right. Explore
Bahn Thamakham and Bahn Hua Hin, where lemongrass, corn, tapioca and teak trees soak up the sun
while in the distance mist-covered mountains serve as a breathtaking backdrop.

Some package tours are cancelled if not enough people sign up, so check before booking. The
following agencies are reputable.

AS Mixed Travel TREKKING, CYCLING

Offline map Google map
( I 0 3451 2017; www.applenoi-kanchanaburi.com; Apple’s Retreat) A well-organised company with

knowledgeable staff. Trips can be tailor-made depending on travellers’ preferences, and pockets.

Good Times Travel TREKKING, CYCLING

Offline map Google map
(<1 0 3462 4441; www.good-times-travel.com; 63/1 Tha Mae Nam Khwae) All the normal day trips are

available, plus adventure packages to more remote areas. Cycling tours can be arranged from here.

Kayaking
Paddle power is one of the most fun ways to get around.

River Kwai Canoe Travel Services KAYAKING

Offline map Google map
(11 0 3451 2017; riverkwaicanoe@yahoo.com; Th Mae Nam Khwae) Arranges one- or two-day trips that

include visits to the main attractions.

DON’T BE A BUFFALO

The movie The Bridge on the River Kwai made the waterway famous, and also left a generation
pronouncing it incorrectly. You should talk about the River Khwae (sounds like ‘square’ without the
‘s”) and not Kwai (sounds like ‘why’). Get it wrong and you’ll be referring to the River Buffalo,
which the Thais always find amusing.

= SLEEPING
Most of Kanchanaburi’s sleeping spots are along a 1km stretch of Th Mae Nam Khwae. Many budget
places offer riverfront views, sometimes on raft houses, and easy access to the main attractions. Across
the river and out of town are the top-end resorts. The erstwhile backpacker hub along Soi Th Rong Hip Oi
now has only a few options thanks partly to the noise from passing karaoke boats, but the disturbances are
fleeting and some good budget rooms are available.

Th Saengchuto has a handful of midrange hotels that are favoured by Thais coming for the weekend.
Check out Kanchanaburi Info (www.kanchanaburi-info.com) for more choices.


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0326931034485,99.5226966404237&z=15&t=m
http://www.applenoi-kanchanaburi.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0345682837336,99.5187799603773&z=15&t=m
http://www.good-times-travel.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0326837709701,99.5207131492148&z=15&t=m
http://www.kanchanaburi-info.com

|.£> Apple’s Retreat GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

(1«1 0 3451 2017; www.applenoi-kanchanaburi.com; 153/4 M.4 Bahn Tamakahm; r 490-690B; [# ) With
the most welcoming smiles in town, friendly and knowledgeable staff give the place a homely feel. All the
compact, clean rooms look out over a well-maintained garden. In a bid to be ecofriendly, the rooms lack a
TV and fridge. Noi’s one-day Thai cooking courses are popular.

oG/ Jolly Frog GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 3451 4579; 28 Soi China; s 70B, d 150-400B; [#/% ) A favourite for those just off the bus from Th
Khao San, this place lacks certain luxuries, such as organised staff and flushing toilets, but does
compensate by having a large communal garden and a range of rooms. The Frog gets bonus points for free
wi-fi and a good restaurant.

308 Sabai@Kan HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

( 121 0 3462 5544; www.sabaiatkan.com; 317/4 Th Mae Nam Khwae; r 1300-1600B; [#/=/2/ ) This two-
level boutique resort is handily located along the main drag. Rooms overlook a swimming pool and have
heaps of natural light.

Pong Phen GUEST HOUSE $$

Offline map Google map

( |1 0 3451 2981; www.pongphen.com; Th Mae Nam Khwae; r 150-1000B; [#/=/2 ) The best-value
option if you need a pool, Pong Phen has rooms that range from backpacker simplicity to more spacious
options with balconies. The restaurant offers decent Western and Thai dishes.

Sam’s House GUEST HOUSE $$

Offline map Google map

( [#1 0 3451 5956; www.samsguesthouse.com; Th Mae Nam Khwae; d 400-800B; %/ ) A walkway set
over a bed of hyacinths leads off to basic but clean rooms, most of which have balconies. The A-frame
designs and gnarly wood patterns add character.

Blue Star Guest House GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

( 121 0 3451 2161; bluestar_guesthouse@yahoo.com; 241 Th Mae Nam Khwae; r 150-650B; #/=| ) This
collection of wooden bungalows is enveloped by trees, giving it a natural, out-of-the-way feel. The more
expensive rooms are down by the riverfront. The variety of rooms makes it a good idea to see a few
before deciding on one.

U Inchantree Kanchanaburi HOTEL $$$
( |1 0 3452 1584; www.ukanchanaburi.com; 443 Th Mae Nam Khwae; r from 2825B; [#/&/2/ ) This


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0328351881825,99.5139787370679&z=15&t=m
http://www.applenoi-kanchanaburi.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0329534658094,99.5194044114784&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0365113878298,99.516022014833&z=15&t=m
http://www.sabaiatkan.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0344475743723,99.5180066922394&z=15&t=m
http://www.pongphen.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0349262924637,99.5174007060421&z=15&t=m
http://www.samsguesthouse.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.035138906893,99.5171518916413&z=15&t=m
http://www.ukanchanaburi.com

gorgeous boutique resort 1km north of the bridge has thought of just about everything. Clever touches
include a free mp3 player in every room (you choose the tunes in advance), infinity pool, split-level
riverside seating, a gym and library. Service is impeccable, while the rooms have subtle hints of the
famous bridge a few metres away.

Bamboo House GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 3462 4470; bambooguesthouse@hotmail.com; 3-5 Soi Vietnam, Th Mae Nam Khwae; r 200-500B;
%! ) For a sense of truly being away from the maddening crowds, this is ideal. Set in large, open grounds,
the river raft rooms have stunning sunset views of the Death Railway Bridge. Cheaper rooms have shared
bathrooms.

VN Guest House GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

( I 0 3451 4082; www.vnguesthouse.net; 44 Soi Th Rong Hip Oi; r 280-450B; #/= ) Still the best
option along this strip, VN remains popular due to the beautiful river views and floating raft houses.
Prepare for a few passing karaoke rafts if you stay at the weekend.

Ploy Guesthouse GUEST HOUSE $$

Offline map Google map

(|10 3451 5804; www.ploygh.com; 79/2 Th Mae Nam Khwae; r 750-1000B; #/2¢ ) If you manage to
find the rather elusive receptionists, Ploy has stylish rooms, some open-air bathrooms and a pleasant
rooftop terrace.

Felix River Kwai Resort HOTEL $$$

( |1 0 3455 1000; www.felixriverkwai.co.th; 9/1 M.3 Bahn Tamakahm; s 4800B, d 5300B, ste from
8700B; #/F/2/ ) Felix markets itself as the only five-star resort in Kanchanaburi, and it has the facilities,
opulence and panache to back up such a claim. Renovation work means Felix, which is 2km west of the
bridge, is still the king of Kanchanaburi’s resorts.

Kasem Island Resort HOTEL $$

(11 0 3451 3359, in Bangkok 0 2254 8871; r 1000-1800B; [#I2¢ ) Set on its very own island on Mae Nam
Mae Klong, this relaxed resort offers a variety of slightly dated wooden rooms, all river-facing and with
private balconies. A free shuttle boat runs to and from Th Chaichumphon.

River Kwai Hotel HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

( |1 0 3451 3348; www.riverkwai.co.th; 284/15-16 Th Saengchuto; r from 1800B; #/=2 ) A major
renovation has breathed new life into this hotel, and its pastel-coloured rooms, lift, gym and spa make it
ideal for those wanting to stay in the town centre. Also here is ‘Glitzy’, the only nightclub in town.

Royal River Kwai Resort & Spa HOTEL $3$$


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.035873540145,99.5143393187062&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0301902322659,99.5214653086747&z=15&t=m
http://www.vnguesthouse.net
http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0342624218368,99.5182054781808&z=15&t=m
http://www.ploygh.com
http://www.felixriverkwai.co.th
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http://www.riverkwai.co.th

(11 0 3465 3342; www.rovalriverkwairesort.com; 88 Kanchanaburi-Saiyok Rd; r 1750-3360B; /=2 )
Beautiful Thai-style rooms, enormous grounds and an equally huge pool make this one of the finest resorts
in town. The spa, with riverfront rooms, provides a range of treatments. The resort is located 4km north of
town.

SINGING THE KARAOKE BLUES

One minute you’re sitting with your toes dipped in the cool river, listening to the rustle of branches
overhead. The next the silence is splintered by the booming beats of a passing karaoke boat.

During the evenings, especially at weekends, Bangkokians and mainly Korean tourists are bussed
in for a trip along the river. The commotion used to make guest houses along Soi Rong Hip Oi
unappealing, but now the all-nighters have virtually stopped and the boats are just a temporary
nuisance. Bridges prevent the boats from going too far, so guest houses along Th Mae Nam Khwae
are unaffected. If you want to experience the floating karaoke, boats can be hired for 4000B. Food
and drink are extra.

X

N\ EATING

From market snacks to riverside restaurants, Kanchanaburi is not short of eating options. Sprinkled along
Th Mae Nam Khwae is a string of restaurants serving pizzas, burgers and standard Thai dishes. For more
authentic food, check out the night market Offline map Google map (Th Saengchuto; * Thu-Tue) near the
train station, which is packed with stalls serving fried treats and blended drinks. Several good-quality
floating restaurants Offline map Google map (Th Song Khwae) are often full of Korean or Thai
package-company tourists. The market Offline map (Th Saengchuto) near the bus station is well-known
for its excellent hoy tort (fried mussels in an egg batter).

|ﬁ/ Blue Ri

.cHoice Blue Rice THAI $

Offline map Google map

(153/4 M.4 Bahn Tamakahm; dishes 50-100B) Along with standard Thai dishes, chef Apple has created
some ingenious culinary twists, such as the eponymous rice and the wonderful yam sém oh .

298 Juklru THAT §

Offline map Google map

(no roman-script sign; Th Song Khwae; dishes 60-100B) This well-established restaurant has a regular
nightly crowd thanks to its simple but delicious dishes. Look for the blue tables and chairs outside. The
collection of Burmese artefacts and shrine to the rear is fascinating.

Sri Rung Rueng THAI, WESTERN $

Offline map Google map
(Th Mae Nam Khwae; dishes 60-150B) With pasta, steak, vegetarian and nine pages of drinks to pick

from, the menu defines comprehensive. Thai food comes with some Western compromise, but remains
tasty and fresh.


http://www.royalriverkwairesort.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=6.61742134653812,100.066266835901&z=15&t=m
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Saisowo NOODLES $

Offline map Google map

(no roman-script sign; Th Chaokunen; dishes 20-25B; ' 8am-4pm) When a place is this popular with
locals, it must be doing something right. This long-established noodle spot has a few surprise options,
such as the excellent gooay déeo dom yam kai kem (noodle soup with salty eggs).

Thai Seri THAI-CHINESE $

Offline map Google map

(no roman-script sign; dishes 80-150B) Set away from the noisy karaoke boats, this pleasant floating
restaurant has a mix of Thai/ Chinese cuisine with a few surprises thrown in, such as the excellent tort
man 'blah meuk (squid cakes).

? DRINKING

Tourists tend to spend their evenings along Th Mae Nam Khwae, where there are bars, pool tables and an
increasing number of prostitutes, though the latter are largely at the southern end. For true budget drinking,
street-side bars offer shots of local spirits for a mere 10B. Thais head to Th Song Khwae, which has a
handful of bars and clubs.

Tham Naan BAR

Offline map Google map
(Th Song Khwae) The best of the bars along this strip, with live music and a country vibe.

Sugar Member BAR

Offline map Google map
(Th Mae Nam Khwae) Has hip, friendly staff who will sip whisky buckets with you all night.

No Name Bar BAR

Offline map Google map
(Th Mae Nam Khwae) Gets the expat crowd.

Buddha Bar BAR

Offline map Google map
(Th Mae Nam Khwae) Attracts dreadlocked backpackers.

LEAFIT ALONE

The tapioca fields dotted throughout Kanchanaburi don’t look remarkable, yet sometimes they get
special attention from travellers. Tour guides have spotted visitors surreptitiously picking the leaves
and stuffing them into their bags. The guides then have to patiently explain that while the leaves may
closely resemble a marijuana plant, they really are just plain old tapioca.

O INFORMATION


http://maps.google.com/?q=14.0272036026826,99.5273177931211&z=15&t=m
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Emergency
Tourist police ( [/ 0 3451 2668, 1155; Th Saengchuto)

Internet Access
Internet cafes can be found along Th Mae Nam Khwae for 30B per hour.

Medical Services
Thanakarn Hospital ( [/ 0 3462 2366, emergency 0 3462 2811; Th Saengchuto) Near the junction of Th
Chukkadon, this is the best-equipped hospital to deal with foreign visitors.

Money

Several major Thai banks can be found on Th Saengchuto near the market and the bus terminal.

AS Mixed Travel ( [ZI 0 3451 2017; Apple’s Retreat) Foreign-exchange service available out of bank
hours.

Bangkok Bank (Th U-Thong) Near the market.

Krung Thai Bank (Th Saengchuto) Near the River Kwai Bridge.

Thai Military Bank (Th Saengchuto) Near the bus station.

Post
Main post office (Th Saengchuto; ' 8.30am-4.30pm Mon-Fri, 9am-noon Sat & Sun)

Telephone
Many private shops along Th Mae Nam Khwae offer long-distance calls.
Communications Authority of Thailand (CAT; = 8.30am-4.30pm Mon-Fri)

Tourist Information
Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT; [/ 0 3451 2500; Th Saengchuto; = 8.30am-4.30pm) Pick up free
copies of town and regional maps from here.

0 GETTING THERE & AWAY

Bus

Kanchanaburi’s bus station is to the south of the town on Th Saengchuto. Destinations include:

Bangkok’s Northern (Mo Chit) bus terminal (2nd/1st class 95/122B, two hours, every 90 minutes
between 6.30am and 6pm) Go here if heading to northern Thailand.

Bangkok’s Southern (Sai Tai Mai) bus terminal (2nd/1st class 84B/99B, two hours, every 15 minutes
between 4am and 8pm)

Ratchaburi (2nd/1st class 47B/65B, two hours, frequent) Use this to head south then change to a Hua Hin
or Phetchaburi-bound bus.

Sangkhlaburi (2nd/1st class 180/192B, four hours, frequent from 7.30am to 4.30pm)

Suphanburi (47B, two hours, every 20 minutes until 5.30pm) Connections to Ayuthaya and Lopburi.
Minibuses also run from the bus station. Destinations include:

Bangkok’s Victory Monument (110B, two hours, every 10 minutes until 8pm) Stops at the Southern (Sai
Tai Mai) bus terminal.

Northern (Mo Chit) terminal (120B, two hours, every 90 minutes until 6pm)

Srimongkol Transport ( [/ 08 4471 8282, 350B) runs air-conditioned buses to Rayong, stopping at
Pattaya.



Train

Kanchanaburi’s train station is 2km northwest of the bus station and near the guest house area.
Kanchanaburi is on the Bangkok Noi-Nam Tok rail line, which includes a portion of the historic Death
Railway built by WWII POWs during the Japanese occupation of Thailand. The SRT promotes this as a
historic route, and so charges foreigners 100B for any one-way journey along the line, regardless of the
distance. Coming from Bangkok Noi station (located in Thonburi), 100B is reasonable, but for short trips
in Kanchanaburi it seems steep. The most historic part of the journey begins north of Kanchanaburi as the
train crosses the Death Railway Bridge and terminates at Nam Tok station. Destinations include:

Nam Tok (two hours, 5.30am, 10.30am and 4.19pm) Return journeys from Nam Tok leave at 5.20am,
12.55pm and 3.15pm. Sai Yok Noi waterfall is within walking distance.

Thonburi’s Bangkok Noi station (three hours, 7.19am and 2.44pm) Trains leave Bangkok at 7.44am and
1.55pm.

The SRT runs a daily tourist train ( [/ 0 3451 1285) from Kanchanaburi to Nam Tok (300B one way).
This is the same train that carries the 100B passengers. For those who simply want to cross the Death
Railway Bridge, a rainbow-coloured mini train (20B, 15 minutes, frequent) runs trips from 8am to 10am
and noon to 3pm.

0 GETTING AROUND

Boat

The river ferry that crosses Mae Nam Mae Klong costs 5B per person for a one-way trip. Long-tail boats
offer 12-hour trips to various attractions by the riverside. Prices start at 800B but are negotiable. Boats
leave from the pier off Th Chukkadon or from the Jeath War Museum.

Motorcycle
Motorcycles can be rented at guest houses and shops along Th Mae Nam Khwae for 150B a day. Bicycle
rentals cost 50B.

Public Transport

Trips from the bus station to the guest-house area will cost 50B on a sdhm-lor and 30B on a motorcycle
taxi. Public sorng-tda-ou run up and down Th Saengchuto for 10B per passenger (get off at the cemetery if
you want the guest-house-area). The train station is within walking distance of the guest-house area.

Around Kanchanaburi

Away from the provincial town the area’s natural beauty is abundant. It’s possible to see some of the
highlights on one-day outings from Kanchanaburi, but you will need to stay overnight elsewhere to reach
some parts.

The waterfalls outside of Kanchanaburi are best visited during the rainy season from June to October
or in November and December, when water levels are at their peak.

In the north of the province, the tiny towns of Thong Pha Phum and Sangkhlaburi are completely
unspoiled, slow-paced places from which to plan excursions into the nearby national parks. These parks
give visitors the opportunity to explore thick jungle, stay with ethnic groups and visit incredible
waterfalls and caves. This is all part of the Western Forest Complex , one of Asia’s largest protected
areas.

Entry to the parks is 200B for foreigners. Bungalows and camping facilities are available at most sites,
but it is important to book ahead (I 0 2562 0760; www.dnp.go.th).

Park headquarters have free booklets and maps, and most have guides that can lead trekking trips.



http://www.dnp.go.th

Temperatures range from 8°C to 45°C depending on the time of year, so bring appropriate clothing,
Some tour companies in Kanchanaburi town can arrange tours of the parks with English-speaking
guides.

ERAWAN NATIONAL PARK

The majestic seven-tiered waterfall within Erawan National park ( [/ 0 3457 4222; admission 200B;
8am-4pm, levels 1-2 5pm) is one of the most popular in Thailand. The top level is so-called due its
resemblance to Erawan, the three-headed elephant of Hindu mythology. Walking to the first three tiers is
easy work, but after that good walking shoes and some endurance are needed to complete the 1.5km hike.
Levels 2 and 4 are impressive, but be wary of monkeys who may snatch belongings while you’re taking a
dip.

Elsewhere in this 550-sq-km park, Tham Phra That is a cave with a variety of limestone formations.
Guides carrying paraffin lamps lead visitors through the gloom, pointing out the translucent rocks,
glittering crystals and bat-covered caverns. Geologists find the caves of interest due to a clearly visible
fault line. You will need your own transport or a guide to reach the cave, which is 12km northwest of the
park entrance, or you can negotiate a ride with park staff. The approach road is a dirt track and there is a
stiff walk up to the cave entrance. Another 5km north is the enormous and scenic Si Nakharin Reservoir .

Around 80% of Erawan is forest, and many of the park’s various trees can be seen along three nature
trails, which range from 1km to 2km. Bird-watchers try to spy hornbills, woodpeckers and parakeets from
the camping areas and observation trails. Tigers, elephants, cobras and gibbons also call the park home.

Park bungalows ( [/ 0 2562 0760; www.dnp.go.th; bungalows 800-5000B, camping 150-300B) sleep
between two and 50 people. If you bring your own tent, there is a 30B service fee.

Buses from Kanchanaburi stop by the entrance of the Erawan waterfall (50B, 1% hours, every hour
from 8am to 5.20pm). The last bus back to Kanchanaburi is at 4pm. Within the park, you can rent bicycles
for 20B to 40B per day.

HELLFIRE PASS MEMORIAL

To truly understand the suffering that occurred along the Burma-Thailand Railway in WWII, a visit to this
war memorial (www.dva.gov.auw/commem/oawg/thailand.htm; admission by donation; © 9am-4pm) is
imperative. Start at the museum on the top level, look out over the contemplation deck, then walk along
the trail that runs alongside the original rail bed.

Near the start of the route is the infamous cutting known as Hellfire Pass (locally referred to as Konyu
Cutting). The area earned its name following the three-month ‘Speedo’ construction period where shifts of
500 prisoners worked 16 to 18 hours a day. The glow from burning torches cast eerie shadows of the
Japanese guards and of the gaunt prisoners’ faces, so that the scene was said to resemble Dante’s Inferno

Poor hygiene, a lack of medical equipment and the brutal treatment of prisoners claimed the lives of
around 15,000 Allied prisoners of war and tens of thousands of civilian labourers from Southeast Asian
countries.

At the time of writing, Thai officials had blocked off about one-third of the walking route, so the Pack
of Cards Bridge , which earned its name after collapsing three times, was off limits.

A walking trail map and excellent audio guide are available. The museum is 80km northwest of
Kanchanaburi on Hwy 323 and can be reached by the Sangkhlaburi- Kanchanaburi bus (60B, 1'% hours,
frequent departures). The last bus back to Kanchanaburi passes here at 4.45pm.

SAI YOK NATIONAL PARK
This 500-sq-km national park ( <! 0 3468 6024; www.dnp.go.th; admission 200B) is home to limestone
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mountains, waterfalls, caves — and some extremely rare animals.

The park is well signposted and free leaflets provide information about hiking trails and how to hire
canoes, rafts or bicycles. A cycling route is available to the Kitti’s hog-nosed bat cave where the
eponymous creature, the smallest mammal in the world, was first spotted in 1973.

Near the visitors centre is Nam Tok Sai Yok Yai (Sai Yok Yai waterfall), which is more of a creek than
a waterfall. It empties into Mae Nam Khwae Noi near a suspension bridge. The park was the setting for
the famous Russian-roulette scenes in the 1978 movie The Deer Hunter .

Among the animals to keep an eye out for in the teak forest are elephants, tigers, wild pigs, wreathed
hornbills, gibbons, and the red, white and blue queen crab, first discovered in the park in 1983.

Forestry department bungalows ( [/ 0 2562 0760; bungalows 800-2100B) are available and sleep up
to seven. Several raft guest houses near the suspension bridge offer fantastic views, while eating is never
an issue as there are floating restaurants nearby and rows of food stalls near the visitors’ centre.

Around 18km south of Sai Yok Noi is Tham Lawa (admission 200B) , which runs for 500m and has
five large caverns with imposing stalactites and stalagmites. To get here private transport is best, or you
can take the train to Nam Tok station and try to find a motorcycle taxi.

The entrance to the park is 100km northwest of Kanchanaburi and 5km from Hwy 323. The
Sangkhlaburi—Kanchanaburi bus (55B, two hours, frequent departures) goes past the turn-off to the park,
and from there a motorcycle taxi is needed to reach the entrance. Tell the driver you want ‘ndm dok sai
yohk yai’. The last bus back to Kanchanaburi passes at 5.10pm.

Long-tail boats near the suspension bridge can be hired for sightseeing trips along the river, and also to
Tham Daowadung . It is wise to take a guide and torch with you before entering the cave. Chartering a
long-tail costs about 800B per hour, but rates are negotiable.

SAI YOK NOI WATERFALL

Not so much a waterfall as a paddling pool, this is where Thais come to have fun. These gentle falls
within the park are a minute’s walk from the main road and are hugely popular at weekends, when Thais
sit on mats, snack on som-dam and clamber over the sloping rocks. Buy some bags of deep-fried taro or
sweet potato from the snack shops on the main road, then eat them by the waterfall.

The waterfall is 60km northwest from Kanchanaburi on Hwy 323 and can be reached by using the
Sangkhlaburi—Kanchanaburi bus (50B, one hour, frequent departures); tell your driver you’re going to
‘nam dok sai yohk ndy’ . The last bus back is at 5.30pm. Nam Tok train station is 2km away (100B; Click
here for train departure times).

TIGER SANCTUARY OR TOURIST TRAP?

Having once started as a refuge for abandoned cubs, nowadays the Tiger Temple seems more about
Disney than dhamma . How many other temples have a giant cartoon tiger over the entrance and
charge 600B to get in? Still, the tourists still flock here, enticed by the chance to sit in a canyon and
have their photographs taken next to chained-up tigers.

The temple has been dogged by claims that the animals are drugged, ill-treated and even traded,
all allegations that are strongly refuted by the temple.

One explanation given for the tigers’ placid manners is that they eat and are exercised immediately
before their public appearances, and that they have been trained from birth to be used to human
contact.

Schemes to build a temple, education centre and reforestation scheme have been discussed for
years, but progress seems slow. Some tour operators now decline to take visitors to the Tiger



Temple, and Lonely Planet no longer recommends visiting.
It is important to do some research before deciding whether to go. See www.care-forthewild.org
for a detailed report about alleged abuses.

PRASAT MEUANG SINGH HISTORICAL PARK

This historical park (admission 100B; ~ 8.30am-5pm) preserves the remains of a 13th-century Khmer
outpost that may have been a relay point for trade along Mae Nam Khwae Noi. The restored ruins show a
Bayon style of architecture and cover 73.6 hectares.

All the park’s shrines are constructed of laterite bricks and are situated in a huge grassy compound
surrounded by layers of laterite ramparts and city walls. Sections of the ramparts show seven additional
layers of earthen walls, suggesting cosmological symbolism.

Meuang Singh, or City of the Lion, has two main monuments and two ruins where little more than the
bases remain. The principal shrine Prasat Meuang Singh is in the centre and faces east (the cardinal
direction of most Angkor temples). Walls surrounding the shrine have gates in each of the cardinal
directions; the ponds and ditches around it represent the continents and oceans.

Also within the grounds is a burial site , excavated in 1986, that shows skeletons and pottery thought to
date back 2000 years.

Prasat Meuang Singh is 40km west of Kanchanaburi and is best reached by private transport. Trains
heading from Kanchanaburi to Nam Tok stop nearby at Tha Kilen station (100B;Click here for train
departure times). From here it is a 1km walk to the entrance, but it’s best having some form of transport as
the grounds are large.

DAEN MAHA MONGKOL MEDITATION CENTRE

Should you dream of a stress-free world without mobile phones, reality TV and email, then you are in
luck. This meditation centre ( ' 7am-5pm) , founded in 1986, is a popular retreat set within well-kept
and spacious grounds. Tamara, an English woman who has lived there for several years, leads two-hour
meditation classes, which take place at 4am and 6pm. Cross the teak bridge over the Mae Nam Khwae
Noi to get in, and first pay respects before the wooden Buddha image in the meditation pavilion. About
300 people stay at the centre, most of them permanently. Most are nuns, but there is a separate area for
men. There is no charge for visiting or even staying here, but donations are appreciated. Day visitors are
welcome, while basic accommodation is available for those who want to stay longer. White shirts and
trousers are provided free at the entrance and should be worn.

The centre is off Hwy 323, 12km from the Tiger Temple, and is well signposted. By train, get off at
Maha Mongkol station.

HELPING TO NURTURE NATURE

The largest mainland conservation area in Southeast Asia is comprised of Thung Yai Naresuan
Wildlife Sanctuary and Huay Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary . Designated a Unesco World
Heritage Site in 1991, the sanctuaries, which cover 6200 sq km, host an incredible range of fauna
and flora.

Set in the northeastern corner of Kanchanaburi and sprawling into neighbouring provinces, the
sanctuaries are largely a mountainous wilderness with rivers and streams separating the grassy
lowlands and valleys.

The sanctuaries are protected areas, not national parks, and so visitors require prior permission to
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enter. One way to do this is via P Guest House in Sangkhlaburi ( Click here ).

The sanctuaries are one of the last natural habitats for around 700 tigers, who share space with
400 types of bird, 96 reptiles and 120 mammals, including leopards, gaur, bears and maybe even the
Javan rhinoceros.

Thung Yai Naresuan (large field) takes its name from its enormous central grassland plain and the
fact that King Naresuan once used the area as a temporary army base. Huay Kha Khaeng has more
amenities and camping sites, though there are no restaurants or bungalows. The park includes the
Khao Hin Daeng nature study route, which can be reached by private transport via Uthai Thani by
following Hwy 333, then Hwy 3438.

There are two camping areas within Huay Kha Khaeng: Cyber Ranger Station and Huay Mae
Dee. Cyber Ranger Station is 7km from the main office and has several waterfalls and valleys within
trekking distance. The 37km off-road track to Huay Mae Dee passes a Karen village and is set within
thick forest. Thai-speaking guides can be hired from both sites. Camping (30B per tent) sites are
available, but you will need to bring all your own equipment.

The main office is best reached by private transport. The closest buses or trains run is to Lan Sak,
from where it is a 35km drive to the office.

THONG PHA PHUM NATIONAL PARK

This park ( [| 0 3453 2114; Thong Pha Phum district) includes the Jorgrading waterfall and simple tree-
top accommodation ( [/ 0 2562 0760; www.dnp.go.th; 600-1200B) .

The 62km ride from Thong Pha Phum to the park is along a serpentine but well-made road shaded by
soaring hillside trees. The main waterfall is Skm from the park entrance.

Keep going for another 8km along Hwy 3272 to visit the frontier village of E-Thong , where most of
the population is Burmese. It may not be a second Pai quite yet, but its reputation for tranquil living is
spreading. If you stay at Nao Prai Homestay (mrtripop@hotmail.com; r 600-1200B) ask for Khun
Tripop, as he speaks English and can arrange treks. Entrepreneurial children offer their own brief guided
tour of the village, the old Pilok mine and Burmese quarter.

Yellow sorng-tda-ou (170B, 1% hours, 10.30am, 11.30am and 12.30pm) run from Thong Pha Phum’s
market to E-Thong. The return trip leaves at 6.30am and 7.30am.

MAKE MINE A SPIRIT

The abandoned Pilok mine in E-Thong gained its name thanks to the supernatural. When an outbreak
of malaria hit the tin and wolfram mine, several workers died. Afterwards, villagers began to see
strange apparitions near the mine and believed that the spirits of the miners (pée) were playing tricks
(lok) on them. They would cry out ‘pilok’ and the name stuck. Pilok is also the name of the
subdistrict.

KHAO LAEM NATIONAL PARK

With the mighty Khao Laem Reservoir at its heart, this 1497-sq-km park ( |2/ 0 3453 2099; Thong Pha
Phum district) is particularly picturesque.

Ornithologists flock to Kroeng Kravia Swamp to see the birdlife, which includes the Asian fairy
bluebird and green-billed malkoha. To reach the swamp, go to the Kroeng Kravia substation 45km south
of Sangkhlaburi.

More than 260 species of wildlife have been recorded at the park, including gibbons, deer and wild
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boar. The dam is surrounded by several waterfalls and huge limestone mountains.

Kra Teng Jeng waterfall begins 400m from the park entrance and has a 4km shaded trail leading
towards the main falls. A guide is required.

Approximately 1km north from the park entrance is Pom Pee substation . From here you can hire long-
tail boats to cross the reservoir to Pha Pueng or Kai Uu substations, or head back to the Mon settlement of
Wang Kha (or Ka). Hiring a boat with eight people costs around 2000B. Pom Pee also has a campsite and
bungalows ( [/ 0 2562 0760; www.dnp.go.th; r from 900B) whereas the main park only offers camping
facilities.

Approximately 12km south from the park entrance is the 15m-high Dai Chong Thong waterfall. The
park headquarters are 28km south of Sangkhlaburi. From Thong Pha Phum, sorng-tda-ou go to Kroeng
Kravia Swamp (35B, one hour, every 45 minutes).

The Lake House Adventure (www.lakehouseadventure.com; adult/child/dm 15,900/
12,000/12,900B) houseboat includes kayaking, elephant rides and a visit to a Karen village on its laid-
back five-day trip that goes to Sangkhlaburi.

SI NAKHARIN NATIONAL PARK

The seven-tiered Huay Mae Khamin waterfall, close to the park ( [/ 0 3451 6667; Si Sawat district)
entrance, is one of Thailand’s most beautiful falls. In addition, the park has hot springs, limestone caves
and a hiking route. At the heart of the 1500-sq-km park is the Si Nakharin Reservoir, which is fed by
surrounding streams and tributaries.

For many years getting here has involved arduous off-road travel or boat trips, but the times are
changing. An improved road linking the park to Erawan National Park is being completed, meaning you
can visit both falls in one day. If you still want to take the old school route, a car ferry crosses the
reservoir between Tha Ong Sit in the east and Tha Kamnantuet in the west. The ferry runs from 6am to
8pm and leaves once it is full, or you can charter it for 300B per vehicle. After the 45-minute crossing,
the park entrance is 7km from Tha Kamnantuet. Alternatively, charter a speedboat on the east side from
Tha Kradan pier (about 1500B).

Camping ( [Z/ 0 2562 0760; www.dnp.go.th; r 150-700B) and bungalows (900-2700B) are available.

CHALOEM RATANAKOSIN NATIONAL PARK

The area’s smallest park (/| 0 3451 9606; Nong Preu district) manages to pack a lot in to its 59 sq km.
Highlights include Tham Than Lot Noi and Tham Than Lot Yai . The former is unremarkable but leads
to a pleasant 2.5km nature trail. At the end of the trail is Tham Than Lot Yai, an enormous opening with
jagged stalactites.

Sleeping options include bungalows ( £/ 0 2562 0760; www.dnp.go.th; r 600-2700B) or tents (250-
600B) . Another option is to stay nearby with a friendly Karen family at the solar-powered Khao Lek
Homestay (100-300B) . Contact tour agents in Kanchanaburi for details. Most visitors arrive by private
transport along Hwy 3086.

Thong Pha Phum

POP 62,848
Overlooked by mountains — and often tourists — Thong Pha Phum is a tranquil town that enjoys a slower
way of life.

The town, used as a stop-off point on the way to Sangkhlaburi, has its own charm and is easy to get
around as there is only one main street. Mae Nam Khwae Noi runs parallel to the east of the town.
Facilities are sparse although there are now some banks and a handful of guest houses.

The market, at the epicentre of the town, is the perfect place to find breakfast. Browse the dozens of
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stalls and choose from deep-fried banana, sugary snacks or noodles. Behind the market is the three-tiered
Krua Tom Nam restaurant, with views of the river. Other restaurants reflect the large Burmese and ethnic
communities that live here; the large metal pots full of tempting curries are typically Mon.

At night the illuminated hilltop temple casts an ethereal glow over a town that has long gone to bed. To
reach the temple, follow the riverfront road towards the main highway, cross a footbridge and walk up.

As well as being within reach of Sangkhlaburi, the town is close to a growing number of adventure
activities. Phuiyara Resort (www.phuivararesort.com; r 1000-1500B) has a zip-line, rope bridge and
climbing net course, along with ATV and trekking tours. It can also arrange trips to Thung Yai Naresuan
Wildlife Sanctuary (see the boxed text, Click here ).

South of Thong Pha Phum town is Hin Dat Hot Springs (admission 50B; & 6am-10pm) . If the effects
of its two geothermal pools aren’t sufficiently soothing, there is a massage pavilion nearby.

The bor nam rorn (hot springs) is accessible via the Sangkhlaburi—Kanchanaburi bus on Hwy 323 (Km
105 marker) and is 1km from the main road.

Along the same road as the hot springs is Nam Tok Pha That , (200B), a pretty, multi-level waterfall
that doesn’t get many visitors.

Kheuan Khao Laem , known locally as Vachiralongkorn Dam, is 9km northwest of the town. Some
bungalows ([ 0 3459 8030; r 600-800B; % ) are set within the grounds. Activities include golf, tennis,
a shooting range and a boat tour of the dam.

Of the in-town accommodation, Som Jainuk Hotel ( |2/ 0 3459 9001; 29/10 Mu 1; r 200-500B; [#! )
has simple fan rooms or stone-walled bungalows with balconies. The real bonus is June, the owner, who
speaks English and can offer invaluable travel tips. Barn Cha Daan ( [ 0 3459 9035; Mu 1; r 450B; )
is near the entrance to town and has split-level rooms set among a wooded courtyard.

O GETTING THERE & AWAY

Air-conditioned buses leave from opposite Siam City Bank on the main road. Tickets are sold at the back
of the Krua Ngobah ( [/ 0 3459 9377) restaurant, opposite Siam City Bank. Destinations include:
Bangkok’s Northern (Mo Chit) terminal (2nd/1st class 179/227B, five hours, every 90 minutes) Depart
until 3.40pm.

Sangkhlaburi (2nd/1st class 62/79B, two hours, four times a day)

Local buses leave from the market.

O GETTING AROUND

You can try your bartering skills on the motorbike taxi drivers at the market, who may let you rent their
bikes out for around 300B a day. Sorng-tda-ou run up and down the main road and should cost about 10B
for rides within town.

Sangkhlaburi

POP 47,147

For many travellers Sangkhlaburi is the end of the line, but for many residents it represents the start of a
new journey. Few places in Thailand have such a blend of ethnic identities, with Burmese, Karen, Mon,
Thai and some Lao each calling this home.

Many cross the Burmese border driven by economic need or through fear of oppression. The result is a
melange of cultures, beliefs and even languages.

Remote Sangkhlaburi overlooks the vast Kheuan Khao Laem (Khao Laem Reservoir), and owes its
existence to the waters. It was founded after an old village, near the confluence of the three rivers that
feed the reservoir, was flooded.

Several NGOs in town help the ethnic communities survive and fight for what few rights they have. As
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a result, there is a constant need for volunteers (Click here ).
In the last week of July the town is abuzz due to Mon National Day .

© SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES

Wang Kha MON SETTLEMENT

( ) Arickety wooden bridge (Saphan Mon), said to be the longest of its kind in Thailand, leads to
this Mon settlement. The village relocated here after the dam’s construction flooded the original
settlement. Burma’s conflicts forced many Mon into Thailand and now Wang Kha has its own
unmistakable character. Children play a form of cricket, women smoke giant cheroots and many wear
traditional white face powder.

At the end of the bridge is Dok Bua Homestay ( [/ 08 6168 6655; r 300-500B) , which has rafthouses
and regular rooms. A day market in the village centre is always busy, while north of this is Wat Wang
Wiwekaram (Wat Mon), the spiritual centre of the Mon people in Thailand. The temple has two
complexes 640m apart. To the right of the T-junction is the multiroofed wi-hdhn with heavy, carved
wooden doors and marble banisters. To the left of the T-junction is the Chedi Luang Phaw Uttama,
constructed in the style of the Mahabodhi chedi in Bodhgaya, India. At night the 6kg of gold that cover it
are illuminated. Men only may climb to the top. In the same courtyard are an ageing chedi and a
handicrafts market.

The temple was the home of a highly respected monk, Luang Phaw Uttama. Born in Burma in 1910, he
fled to Thailand in 1949 to escape the civil war and was a cornerstone of the Mon community. He helped
secure this area after the Mon village’s previous location was flooded by the construction of the dam. In
2006 he died aged 97 at Bangkok’s Srirat Hospital and his medical bills were covered by the queen.

Be sure to hire a private boat (400B) and immerse yourself in the pre-dawn mist that envelops the
dam. Trips go under the wooden bridge and past the old Mon temple, which is sometimes submerged
depending on the time of year.

LIVING ON THE EDGE

On the way up the steps of Chedi Luang Phaw Uttama , visitors face a challenge. A footprint of the
Buddha is in the middle of the stairs and resting on it are dozens of coins. The task is simple and the
reward immense — if you can make your coin balance on its edge, good luck will follow you
everywhere.

Khao Laem Reservoir LAKE
( ) This enormous lake was formed when the Vachiralongkorn Dam (known locally
as Khao Laem Dam) was constructed across Mae Nam Khwae Noi in 1983. The lake submerged an entire
village at the confluence of the Khwae Noi, Ranti and Sangkhalia Rivers. In the dry season Wat Sam
Prasop is clearly visible.

The pre-dawn hour is a magical time, when the grey and blue mists and sounds of nature envelop the
water.

Baan Unrak ORPHANAGE, VOLUNTEERING
( ; House of Joy; www.baanunrak.org) The large orange building overlooking the town is
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Baan Unrak, which cares for orphaned or abandoned children from ethnic groups.

As well as the children’s home, Baan Unrak runs a weaving centre to provide an income for local
women, helps single mothers, and works with HIV/AIDS patients.

Most of the children at Baan Unrak are Karen and all follow the home’s neohumanist philosophy of
vegetarianism, universal love and meditation.

Due to the large refugee numbers in Sangkhlaburi there is great demand for such services, and
volunteers are always needed. The home usually only accepts helpers for six months or longer, but
visitors are welcome. The children stage yoga performances at the home every Wednesday at 6pm.

WHO ARE THE MON?

The Mon people have a proud history, but today they are in danger of being lost forever. As well as
introducing Theravada Buddhism to the region, their Dvaravati kingdom covered much of the central
plains of Thailand and Burma between the 6th and 11th centuries.

Many Mon have fled the oppressive regime in Burma and live as refugees around Sangkhlaburi.
Less than a million people speak the Mon language and they face a fight to preserve their heritage,
beliefs and independence.

For centuries there has been conflict between the Burmese and the Mon. The British exploited this
tension during its colonisation of Burma by promising the Mon independence in return for their
support. Once Burma achieved independence in 1948, the Mon launched a campaign for self-
determination but protests were swiftly crushed, with Mon leaders killed and their villages razed. In
1974 a semi-autonomous state, Monland, was created and a ceasefire was declared in 1996, but
clashes continue to this day.

Lai Phipit, who is in his 60s, is one of many who left their homeland due to violence. He said:
“When I was a child, soldiers came and told all the men and boys to come and help carry weapons to
fight the communists. Anybody who refused would be shot. My family decided to flee to Thailand.’

Of Sangkhlaburi’s 47,000 residents, 23,800 are from ethnic groups. Thailand does little more than
tolerate their presence. The Mon are given Thai ID cards that offer virtually no rights, travel is
restricted and there are checkpoints all around Sangkhlaburi and Three Pagodas Pass. Many Mon
and Karen work for 150B a day or less, below the Thai minimum wage but still more than they
would receive in Burma. They fear being fined, deported or even attacked and so often have a self-
imposed curfew.

The Mon people in Burma continue to suffer and reports of rape, beatings and arrests are common.
They are stuck between a country where they are repressed and a country where they have few
rights. Because of this, there are fears their once proud traditions and culture could eventually
become completely assimilated and lost forever.

A Mon village close to E-Thong preserves its culture by offering a homestay (450B) and
performing a traditional show. Contact Phuiyara Resort ( [ 0 3468 5632) for details.

Hilltribe Learning Centre SCHOOL, VOLUNTEERING

( ) Set on a remote hillside 10km south of
Sangkhlaburi is the Hilltribe Learning Centre. When Buddhist nun Pimjai Maneerat went to meditate in the
forest in 1997 she was soon asked by ethnic groups to teach them. The centre she founded has grown and
now has a rudimentary school for its 70 children, but remains an extremely remote outreach program.
Students are mostly Karen and learn Thai language and basic life skills. Without the centre, they would



have no education. Nun Pimjai, who runs the place virtually single-handedly, welcomes any volunteers
who can teach or help with daily chores. English teachers are particularly needed.

Basic accommodation is available for anyone wanting to stay a few days. For details contact P Guest
House.

22 SLEEPING

P Guest House GUEST HOUSE $$

(|1 0 3459 5061; www.pguesthouse.com; 8/1 Mu 1; r 250-950B; #/ ) With English-speaking staff and
fabulous views, it is no surprise that you need to call in advance to guarantee a room. Fan-rooms are
simple affairs with shared bathrooms. Trips out can be arranged from here, along with motorbike, bicycle
and canoe hire.

x.a The Nature Club ADVENTURE RESORT $$%
( <1 0 3459 5596; www.thenatureclubresort.com; r 800-2500B, tents 300B) Catering for the thrill-
seeking, nature-loving market, this giant resort on the outskirts of Sangkhlaburi features reputedly

Thailand’s longest zip-line (at 800m), lakes and kayaking. Nonguests can also try out the activities.

Ban Thor Phan HEALTH RESORT $$$%
( 121 0 3459 5018; r 2500-36,000B; 2/ ) Crystal healing, chlorophyll baths and yoga are a few of the
holistic treatments on offer in this stunning retreat. Rooms are cool and calming.

Burmese Inn GUEST HOUSE $$
(11 0 3459 5146; www.sangkhlaburi.com; 52/3 Mu 3; r 400-800B; %/ ) Having undergone a facelift, even
the cheapest rooms are now rather pleasant and come with TV and hot water. The on-site restaurant has a
range of Burmese and Thai dishes.

X

7\ EATING & DRINKING

Guest houses tend to be the favourite eating venues, thanks largely to their scenic waterfront locations. As
with most Thai towns, the market offers the greatest variety of food. Be sure to sample some of the
delicious Thai and Burmese curries (20B). Nightlife consists of a beer in your guest house or the Western
Bar and Country, which does great burgers and most Thai dishes.

Baan Unrak Bakery BAKERY $
(snacks 25-90B) Vegetarians will love this meat-less cafe, which has fine pastries. The bakery is part of
the Baan Unrak organisation.

ﬂ SHOPPING

Visitors interested in Karen weaving can pick up authentic products at the Baan Unrak Bakery or at a shop
outside P Guest House; the products are made by the Baan Unrak women’s cooperative.

Weaving for Women CLOTHING, HANDICRAFTS
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(www.weavingforwomen.org) Along the same road as P Guest House, it sells hand-woven goods made
by Mon and Karen refugee women.

0 INFORMATION

For money matters go to Siam Commercial Bank (ATM), near the market. Internet shops are also near the
market and charge 15B to 20B per hour. There is an international phone in front of the post office (located
on the main street).

0 GETTING THERE & AWAY

Across from the market is a bare patch of land that serves as Sangkhlaburi’s bus station. Destinations
include:

Kanchanaburi (150B, five hours) Bus 8203 leaves at 6.40am, 8.15am, 9.45am and 1.15pm, stopping at
Sai Yok and Kanchanaburi.

For Bangkok-bound transport, head to the booking office near the market or the minivan office behind the
market.

Bangkok ’ s Northern (Mo Chit) terminal (2nd/1st class 228/293B, seven hours) Buses depart at
7.30am, 9am, 10.30am and 2.30pm. The 2.30pm bus is the only 1st-class option.

Kanchanaburi (175B, 3% hours, every 30 minutes from 6am to 4pm). Minibuses stop at Thong Pha Phum
(80B).

A motorbike taxi to guest houses will cost about 15B. Sangkhlaburi is about 230km from Kanchanaburi
and and 74km from Thong Pha Phum.

Around Sangkhlaburi

THREE PAGODAS PASS

The eponymous pagodas (pra jair-dee sdhm ong) may be unremarkable, but the border town is worth
visiting for its heavy Burmese influence.

Across the border is the town of Payathonzu, with a souvenir market and teahouses . If you plan on
seeing it, check before heading out as the Myanmar government habitually shuts its side of the border due
to fighting between Burmese military and ethnic armies. At the time of writing, the border was open for
the first time in three years, but only for Thai nationals.

If there is no way through, then the market on the Thai side is full of traders selling Burmese whisky,
jewellery, cigars and bizarre health treatments involving goats’ heads. At the entrance to one noodle
restaurant is a time capsule that was buried in 1995 by Allied POWs to mark the 50th anniversary of the
‘Death Railway’. Come here on 20 April 2045 and you can see it being opened.

If the border is accessible, foreigners can obtain a day pass, but not visa extensions. You will need to
temporarily surrender your passport and provide a passport photo to the Thai immigration office. At the
Myanmar immigration office, a copy of the photo page of your passport and a passport photo is needed,
plus 500B or US$10. When you return to Thailand, you will receive your passport back. There is a small
photocopy shop near the Thai immigration office.

The pass has a history of violence and smuggling, and even today it is rumoured to be an important drug
smuggling route, notably for wood, semiprecious stones and amphetamines.

Green sorng-tda-ou leave from Sangkhlaburi’s bus station (30B, 40 mintes) every 40 minutes. The
border is a short walk from the s6rng-tda-ou stop in Three Pagodas Pass.
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Ko Chang & Eastern Seaboard

Includes »
Si Racha

Ko Si Chang
Pattaya

Rayong & Ban Phe
Ko Samet

Chanthaburi
Trat

Ko Chang
Ko Wai

Ko Mak
Ko Kut

Why Go?

Bangkok Thais have long escaped the urban grind with weekend escapes to the eastern seaboard. Some of
the country’s first beach resorts sprang up here, starting a trend that has been duplicated wherever sand
meets sea. As the country became industrialised, only a few, like Ko Samet beaches, remain spectacular
specimens within reach of the capital. Further afield, Ko Chang and its sister islands offer the best
‘tropical’ ambience in the region but expect crowds.

Just beyond the foothills and the curving coastline is Cambodia, and the east coast provides a
convenient, cultural link between the two countries. Many of the mainland Thai towns were at some point
occupied by the French during the shifting border days of the colonial era. Migrating travellers who take
the time to explore these lesser-known spots will find remnants of Old Siam, tasty market meals and an
easygoing prosperity that defines ordinary Thai life.

When to Go

The best time to visit is at the end of the rainy season (usually around November) but before the start of
high season (December to March). The weather is cool, the landscape is green and rates are reasonable.
Peak season on Ko Chang is during the Christmas and New Year holiday period. Crowds thin in March
but this is the start of the hot season.

The rainy season runs from May to October. Some businesses on Ko Chang close for the season and the
nearby islands of Ko Wai, Ko Mak and Ko Kut shut completely. Your best monsoon bet is Ko Samet,
which is relatively drier.

Best Places to Eat

» Mum Aroi ( Click here )

» Barrio Bonito ( Click here )

» Cool Corner ( Click here )

» Pan & David Restaurant ( Click here )

Best Places to Stay

» Birds & Bees Resort ( Click here )

» Tubtim Resort ( Click here )

» Ban Jaidee Guest House ( Click here )
» Bang Bao Sea Hut ( Click here )



» Paradise Cottages ( Click here )
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Ko Chang & Eastern Seaboard Highlights

@ Beachcombing and jungle trekking on Ko Chang (Click here )

@ Floating the day away on the crystalline waters of Ko Kut ( Click here )

© Swimming with the fishes in the gin-clear coves of Ko Wai ( Click here )

© Cove-hopping on pretty Ko Samet (Click here ), so close to Bangkok but so far away

© Strolling the old city and watching the gem traders in Chanthaburi ( Click here )

© Running errands with the Thai housewives in the day markets of Trat ( Click here )

@ Avoiding Bangkok’s hustle and bustle with an alternative layover in Si Racha (Click here ) and a
day trip to Ko Si Chang (Click here )

© Admiring the modern masterpiece of Pattaya’s Sanctuary of Truth (Click here ), an elaborately
carved testament to the artistry of Buddhism and Hinduism

© Dining on seafood beside the sea everywhere, the primary reason Thais travel to the beach

Si Racha

POP 68,292

A subdued seaside town, Si Racha is a mix of fishing-village roots and modern industry. Waterfront condo
towers eclipse a labyrinth of rickety piers and the cargo ships docking at the Laem Chabang port share the
shipping channels with simple, multicoloured fishing boats.

Thai towns, especially those with a modern veneer, are adept at disguising themselves to look like
every other Thai town. In Si Racha’s case, you need a bit of back-story to know that the many Japanese
restaurants in town are catering to the international workforce of the nearby Japanese car manufacturers,
and the BMWs that are cruising the streets indicate that those too are being produced nearby. In fact,
surrounding the Laem Chabang port, Thailand’s busiest deep-water port, is a host of industrial factories,
petrochemical facilities and chemical plants — the muscle of the Thai manufacturing economy. As a result
there’s money in this town: the new municipal building is landscaped like a resort and the health park is
impeccably maintained.

From a tourism perspective, Si Racha is attractive for what it doesn’t have; there are no guest houses,
girlie bars or traffic jams. It is also an easy commute to Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi airport if you’re looking
for a quiet and untouristed place to layover.

© SIGHTS
Si Racha’s attractions are limited, but the town makes for a pleasant stroll.
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Sri Racha

@ Sights
1 Thai-Chinese Temple A2
© Sleeping

2 Samchai A2

3 Seaview Sriracha Hotel A2
4 Siriwatana Hotel A2

% Eating

5 Asami Sriracha B2

6 Ko Loi Seafood Stalls A2

7 Moom Aroy B1
8 Picha Cake Garden B3

© Drinking
9 Pop Pub B2

Ko Loi ISLAND

This small rocky island is connected to the mainland by a long jetty at the northern end of Si Racha’s
waterfront and lauded as a local highlight. It has a festival atmosphere centred around a Thai-Chinese
temple Offline map Google map ( = daylight hrs) , decorated by a couple of giant ponds with turtles of
every size, from tiny hatchlings to seen-it-all-before seniors. This is also where you can catch the boat to
offshore Ko Si Chang.

Health Park GARDEN

The town’s waterfront Health Park is possibly one of the best-maintained municipal parks in the country.
There are sea breezes, a playground, shady coffee shop with wi-fi, a jogging track and a lot of evening
activity.

= SLEEPING
The most authentic (read: basic) places to stay are the wooden hotels on the piers.

Siriwatana Hotel HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

(1«1 0 3831 1037; Soi Siriwatana, Th Jermjompol; r 200B) This wooden stilt hotel sits above the sea — in
fact, you can look straight through the squat toilet’s hole to the ocean. It’s simple, but the basic rooms are
cheap.

Samchai HOTEL $

Offline map Google map

( I 0 3831 1800; Soi 10, Th Jermjompol; r 300B) Look for the sign that says ‘Hotel’ and you’ll find
another wooden pier hotel that creeps up the comfort scale. It feels a bit like a port: cement floors with
yellow lines wind through the large complex.


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.1738479289,100.92072141637&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.1677556824202,100.923361796135&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.1673826119162,100.92291282311&z=15&t=m

Seaview Sriracha Hotel HOTEL $$

Offline map Google ma

( [ 0 3831 9000; 50-54 Th Jermjompol; r 900-1200B; [*/@ ) Rooms are large and comfortable, and
some have views of the sea and piers. Rooms facing the street can be a tad noisy, but Si Racha is not
Times Square, and a gentle hush settles relatively early.

COCK SAUCE BY ANY OTHER NAME

Judging by the phenomenal popularity of Sriracha Hot Chili sauce in the USA, you’d expect the
eponymous town to be a veritable sauce temple. But no one in the town of Si Racha seems to know
much about the sauce, much less that US haute chefs are using it on everything from cocktails to
marinades and that food magazines, like Bon Appetit, are profiling it alongside truffle oil as a must-
have condiment. (Curiously the culinary world also mispronounces the name of the sauce: Sriracha,
an alternative spelling of ‘Si Racha’, is pronounced ‘see-rach-ah’ not ‘sir-rach-ah’.)

There’s a good explanation for all this: the stuff sold in the US was actually invented on home
soil. A Viethamese immigrant living in a suburb of Los Angeles concocted a chilli sauce to
accompany noodles based on his memory of Vietnamese hot sauces. His first batches were sold out
of his car but eventually his business grew into the Huy Fong Foods company.

Today the company’s distinctive rooster logo bottles are distributed in the US and Australia, but
not in any Asian countries, according to a company spokesperson. But every now and then you might
spot it at a Thai noodle shop. How it is this US-born, Thai-named, Viethamese-inspired sauce got
here, the Huy Fong Foods company does not know.

But that doesn’t mean Thailand doesn’t have its own version of a vinegar-based chilli sauce (ndm
prik sée rah-chah) . In fact, many believe that the condiment must have originated in Si Racha and
then migrated across Asia to undergo various permutations. In Thailand, Si Racha—style sauces,
including such popular brands as Golden Mountain or Sriraja Panich, are used with kai jee-o
(omelette) and hoy tort (fried mussel omelette) and tend to be more homogenous and of a thinner
consistency than the rooster brand.

X
2N EATING & DRINKING
Si Racha is famous for seafood.

Moom Aroy SEAFOOD $$

Offline map Google ma

(no roman-script sign; dishes 100-350B; ' lunch & dinner) Moom Aroy delivers on its name, meaning
‘delicious corner’. This is the place to enjoy a Si Racha seafood meal with views of the pier and squid
rigs. It is north of town; turn left at Samitivet Sriracha Hospital and look for the tank with the 2m fish out
front.

Bang Saen SEAFOOD $$

(dishes 100-250B; = lunch & dinner) Do as the Thais do and judge your beach by its seafood restaurants.
This beach resort, 18km north of town, isn’t good for swimming but weekending Bangkokians and local
university students love it for its food and views. You’ll need private transport to reach it.


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.1677039443925,100.924434647602&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.1797896891564,100.928641843036&z=15&t=m

Ko Loi Seafood Stalls SEAFOOD $

Offline map Google ma

(dishes 40-160B; = lunch & dinner) Perched on the Ko Loi jetty, these humble spots specialise in fresh
seafood. There is no English menu but it’s all good.

Night Square MARKET $
(Th Jermjompol & Th Si Racha Nakorn; dishes from 50B; = 5pm) This evening market is a bit small but
big enough to feed a street-stall appetite.

Picha Cake Garden BAKERY $
Offline map Google ma
(cnr Th Jermjompol & Th Surasak 1; coffee 40B; = breakfast, lunch & dinner) Baked goodies, coffee and

spotless air-con surroundings make this a convenient haven from Si Racha’s busy streets. Plus there’s wi-
fi.

Asami Sriracha JAPANESE $$

Offline map Google ma

(Th Jermjompol; dishes 150-250B; = lunch & dinner) Catering to the local Japanese community, this sit-
down restaurant does sushi, udon noodle dishes and katsu sets.

Pop Pub BAR

Offline map Google ma

(Th Jermjompol; dishes 60-220B; ' 5-11pm) More like ‘Rock’, this waterfront beer-hall-meets-music-
club boasts a menu ranging from salty snacks to full meals and plenty of liquid sustenance.

O INFORMATION

Krung Thai Bank (cnr Th Surasak 1 & Th Jermjompol)

Post office (Th Jermjompol) A few blocks north of the Krung Thai Bank.

Samitivet Sriracha Hospital ( [// 0 3832 4111; Soi 8, Th Jermjompol) Regarded as Si Racha’s best.

O GETTING THERE & AROUND

Si Racha doesn’t have a consolidated bus station but most companies operate near each other on Th
Sukhumvit (Hwy 3). Government buses serve Bangkok’s Eastern (Ekamai) station (88B to 155B, two
hours), Northern (Mo Chit) station (100B, 1Y% hours) and Suvarnabhumi (airport) station (100B, one hour)
with hourly arrivals and departures from an office beside IT Mall (Tuk Com) on Th Sukhumvit.
Bangkok-bound minivans stop in front of Robinson department store on Th Sukhumvit and have frequent
services to Bangkok’s various bus stations (100B to 120B) and Victory Monument (100B).

All the arriving Bangkok buses continue on to Pattaya (50B) and points east. White sorng-tda-ou (small
pick-up trucks) leave from Si Racha’s clock tower to near Pattaya’s Naklua market (25B, 30 minutes).
Private bus companies have offices on Th Sukhumvit south of the intersection with Th Surasak and serve
the following long-distance destinations: Nong Khai (506B, 12 hours, one evening departure), Khorat
(380B, five hours, two evening departures) and Phuket (848B to 1138B, one evening departure).

There is one daily train from Bangkok to Pattaya that stops at Si Racha. It leaves Hua Lamphong station at
6.55am and returns from Si Racha at 2.50pm (3rd class 100B, three hours). Si Racha’s train station is


http://maps.google.com/?q=13.1743907899257,100.920300433206&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.1666325723157,100.924661478358&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.1706602549573,100.926704477453&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=13.1688772655772,100.925190031852&z=15&t=m

3km east of the waterfront.
Tuk-tiks (motorised three-wheeled pedicab) go to points around town for 30B to 40B.

Ko Si Chang

POP 5012

Once a royal beach retreat, Ko Si Chang has a fishing-village atmosphere and enough attractions to fill a
day’s excursion from Si Racha. Bangkok Thais come on weekends to eat seafood, pose in front of the sea
and make merit at the local temples.

© SIGHTS

FREE phra Chudadhut Palace HISTORICAL SITE

( * 9am-5pm Tue-Sun) This former royal palace was used by Rama V (King Chulalongkorn) over the
summer months, but was abandoned when the French briefly occupied the island in 1893. The main throne
hall — a magnificent golden teak structure known as Vimanmek Teak Mansion — was moved to Bangkok in
1910 ( Click here ).

What remains today are fairly subdued Victorian-style buildings indicative of the king’s architectural
preferences. Ruen Vadhana and Ruen Mai Rim Talay contain historical displays about the king’s visits
to the island and his public works programs, including a lecture to the local people on Western tea
parties. Up the hill is Wat Asadang Khanimit , a temple containing a small, consecrated chamber where
Rama V used to meditate. The unique Buddha image inside was fashioned more than 50 years ago by a
local monk. Nearby is a stone outcrop wrapped in holy cloth, called Bell Rock because it rings like a bell
when struck.

Because this is royal property, proper attire (legs and arms should be covered) is technically required
but this place doesn’t have an administrative presence so the rules aren’t enforced. Sadly, the grounds
have fallen into disrepair, which is surprising considering the site’s proximity to Bangkok and the
reverence usually afforded this revered king.

Cholatassathan Museum AQUARIUM

(admission by donation; = 9am-5pm Tue-Sun) Just before you reach the palace, this aquatic museum has
a few marine exhibits and a dash of English-language signage. The touch tank is interesting because Thais
stand around remarking about which animals are delicious to eat. The Aquatic Resources Research
Institute conducts coral research here.

San Jao Phaw Khao Yai TEMPLE

( = daylight hrs) The most imposing sight on the island is the ornate Chinese temple, dating back to the
days when Chinese traders anchored in the sheltered waters. During Chinese New Year in February, the
island is overrun with visitors from the Chinese mainland. There are also shrine caves, multiple platforms
and a good view of the ocean. It’s east of the town, overlooking the modern-day barges waiting silently in
the sea.

Wat Tham Yai Phrik TEMPLE
( ; donation appreciated; * dawn-dusk) This Buddhist monastery is built around



several meditation caves running into the island’s central limestone ridge and offers fine views from its
hilltop chedi (stupa). Monks and mda chee (nuns) from across Thailand come to take advantage of the
caves’ peaceful environment. Someone is usually around to give informal tours and talk about Buddhism;
you can also arrange multi-day meditation retreats.

Hat Tham Phang BEACH
On the southwest side of the island, Hat Tham Phang (Fallen Cave Beach) has simple facilities with
deckchair and umbrella rental. Swimming isn’t recommended but you can soak up all the sun you desire.

X ACTIVITIES
Several locals run snorkelling trips to nearby Koh Khang Khao (Bat Island). Ask at Pan & David
Restaurant for details.

Sea kayaks are available for rent (150B per hour) on Hat Tham Phang. A nice paddle is down the
coast to Koh Khang Khao, which is also a good spot for snorkelling.

Si Chang Healing House MASSAGE
( 11 0 3821 6467; 167 Mu 3 Th Makham Thaew; ' 8am-6pm Thu-Tue) Offers massage and beauty
treatments (400B to 800B) in a garden labyrinth opposite Pan & David Restaurant.

X
N\ EATING
The town has several small restaurants, with simply prepared seafood being your best bet.

295 pan & David Restaurant INTERNATIONAL $$

(1«1 0 3821 6629; 167 Mu 3 Th Makham Thaew; dishes 50-260B; = breakfast, lunch & dinner Wed-Mon)
With free-range chicken, homemade ice cream, French-pressed coffee and excellent Thai dishes, the menu
can’t go wrong. Phoning ahead for a booking is recommended. The restaurant is 200m from the palace.

Lek Tha Wang SEAFOOD $

(dishes 60-150B; = lunch & dinner) Near the entrance to the palace, this famous restaurant is where
Thais go to eat conch and other shellfish. For the rest of us, there’s always dom yam giing (spicy and sour
prawn soup) and fried fish.

O INFORMATION

The island’s one small settlement faces the mainland and is the terminus for the ferry. A bumpy road
network links the village with all the other sights.

Kasikornbank (99/12 Th Atsadang) Has an ATM and exchange facilities.

Post office (Th Atsadang) Near the pier.

www.koh-sichang.com An excellent source of local information.

O GETTING THERE & AROUND

Boats to Ko Si Chang leave hourly from 7am to 8pm from the Ko Loi jetty in Si Racha (one way 40B).
From Ko Si Chang boats shuttle back hourly from 6am to 6pm. Boats leave promptly.

Ko Si Chang’s tuk-tiks will take you anywhere for 40B to 60B. Island tours are available for 250B to


http://www.koh-sichang.com

300B: you might need to haggle.
Motorbikes are available to rent on the pier.

Pattaya

POP 215,888

Synonymous with prostitution, Pattaya is unapologetic about its bread-and-butter industry. Go-go clubs,
massage parlours and girlie bars occupy block after block of the central city, making Bangkok’s red-light
districts look small and provincial. The city is slightly less seedy in the daylight hours, when families
from Russia and Eastern Europe, fresh off a charter flight, might outnumber stiletto-wearing drag queens.
More recently, Bangkok Thais have adopted Pattaya as an affordable weekend getaway. They dine beside
the sea from a dry location, remarking how much cheaper it is and how much clearer the water is here
than in Hua Hin. Does this mean that Sin City is becoming Something-For-Everybody City? Hardly, but
there are a few pockets of wholesomeness amid the vice (though it is doubtful that anyone but a
missionary would be lured by such a claim).

The city is built around Ao Pattaya , a wide crescent-shaped bay that was one of Thailand’s first
beach resorts in the 1960s. The surrounding area is now Thailand’s manufacturing base, transforming the
bay from fishing and swimming pool into an industrial port. Some provincial Thais still swim here but we
don’t think you should as the water is dirty. The oceanfront promenade does, however, provide a scenic
stroll under shady trees and a lovely coastal view.

Optimists claim that Hat Jomtien, south of the centre, is a family-friendly scene. True, there are fewer
girlie bars, but minus that Jomtien is about two decades away from being retro and in the meantime is
decidedly dated with a lot of mediocre tour-group hotels and restaurants. North Pattaya (Pattaya Neua) is
fashioning itself as a mini-Bangkok with modern condo towers and respectable corporate hotels. North of
the city is Naklua , which is a little glossier than Jomtien and a little more promising for Pattaya’s
alternative tourists.

© SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES

Sanctuary of Truth MONUMENT

( ; 1 0 3836 7229; www.sanctuarvoftruth.com; 206/2 Th Naklua; admission
500B; ~ 8am-6pm) Made entirely of wood (no metal nails) and commanding a celestial view of the
ocean, the Sanctuary of Truth is best described as a visionary environment: part art installation, religious
shrine and cultural monument. The ornate temple-like complex was conceived by Lek Viriyaphant, a Thai
millionaire who spent his fortune on this and other heritage projects (such as Ancient City near Bangkok)
that revived and preserved ancient building techniques and architecture in danger of extinction. In this
case, the building will continue to support hand-hewn woodworking skills because it has been under
construction for 30 years and still isn’t finished.

The sanctuary is constructed in four wings dedicated to Thai, Khmer, Chinese and Indian religious
iconography. Every inch of the 20-storey-tall building is covered with wood carvings of Hindu and
Buddhist gods and goddesses — an artistic consolidation of centuries of religious myths under one unifying
roof for greater spiritual enlightenment. For non-Buddhists the experience will be more educational than
transcendent as much of the symbolism will be unfamiliar. Regardless, the building and setting are
beautiful and the architecture is impressive.

Compulsory tours are led through the building every half hour from 8.30am to 5pm. Thai dancing is on
display at 11.30am and 3.30pm. Motorcycle taxis can be hired from Pattaya for 50B to 70B.



http://www.sanctuaryoftruth.com
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Pattaya & Naklua

@ Sights
1 Fairtex Sports ClubC1
2 Khao Phra TamnakA5

Activities, Courses & Tours
3 Thais 4 LifeB4

© Sleeping

4 Garden Lodge HotelC1
5 Woodlands ResortC1

% Eating
6 Central Festival Food Hall & ParkC?2

La Baguette(see 5)

7 Leng KeeC3
8 Mae Sai TongC3

9 MantraC2

10 Nang Nual B4

© Drinking

11 Green BottleC3

12 Gulliver'sC2

13 Hopf Brew HouseB3

& Entertainment
14 Blues FactoryB4
15 DifferC2

16 Lima LimaA4

17 Tiffany'sC2

Anek Kusala Sala (Viharn Sien) MUSEUM

( ( ) ; <1 0 3823 5250; off Th Sukhumvit; admission 50B; ' 9am-
5pm) A popular stop for tour groups, this museum contains more than 300 pieces of Chinese artwork,
mainly bronze and brass statues depicting historical figures as well as Buddhist, Confucian and Taoist
deities. Founded by Sa-nga Kulkobkiat, a Thai national who grew up in China, the museum was founded
as a friendship-building project between the two countries, but its greatest success is an impressive
collection of art with an unusually high degree of English-language signage (supplemented by a helpful
bilingual guidebook available at the ticket office).

The 1st floor is a crowded pavilion of Chinese immortals, from Pangu, the cosmic giant, to Guan Yin,
the goddess of mercy. The 2nd-floor terrace is the museum’s most dramatic, with larger-than-life-sized
statues of Shaolin monks depicting different martial arts poses. Nearby is a touching collection of daily
life statues (a fortune teller, dress maker, liquor seller) that visitors place one baht coins on.

The museum is 16km south of central Pattaya; take Th Sukhumvit to the turn-off for Wat Yan
Sangwararam. There is a Pattaya-Sattahip sorng-tda-ou (25B) that will take you to the turn-off; from there
you can hire a motorcycle the remaining 3km to the museum (50B) but finding a ride back to the main road
is difficult. You can either negotiate with the driver to wait or come with your own transport.




MOO-AY TAI CHAMPION: YODSAENKLAI FAIRTEX

Khun Yod is a famous moo-ay tai (muay thai) fighter but you’d never know it. He is humble and as
he is passing into the sunset of his career he is a little stockier than the sinewy kids that can high-kick
their opponents in the head. Yod started fighting at eight years old, partly to help his struggling
farming family. His first fight was at a temple fair in his home province of Nong Banglamphu and he
lost. But since then he earned the nickname ‘Computer Wizard’ for his technical and methodical
fighting style, was a three-time Lumphini champion and has now expanded into the international
circuit, winning the super welterweight WBC Muay Thai championship. In the last two years, he has
fought in 12 countries and always travels with a supply of Mama noodles and a rice cooker,
preferring something akin to Thai food than the local delicacies.

While in Pattaya, Yod recommends an early morning run along the beach road and up Khao Phra
Tamnak or a dish of sém-dam lao (Lao-style spicy green papaya salad) from the stand opposite the
municipal building. As is customary, Yod adopted the last name of the gym he trains with (Fairtex)
where he can be found preparing for a match.

Ko Lan BEACH

( ) Day trippers flock to this small island, 7km offshore of central Pattaya, for sun and
sand. On weekends, Bangkok’s visiting party people bake off hangovers in beach chairs, and the
aquamarine sea is sliced and diced by jet-skis, banana boats and other marine merriment. There are about
five beaches on the island, easily accessible by motorcycle, but don’t expect to find complete seclusion.
Boats leave Pattaya’s Bali Hai pier (30B, five daily departures) at the southern end of Walking St. The
last boat back from Ko Lan is at 6pm.

Khao Phra Tamnak VIEWPOINT

Offline map Google ma

( ; Click here ; ™ daylight hrs) A giant golden Buddha sits on top of this forested
hill between Jomtien and South Pattaya (Pattaya Tai) as a reminder that religion has not forsaken this
modern-day Gomorrah. The serene Buddha figure of Wat Phra Yai dates back to the days when Pattaya
was a small fishing village and from this lofty position you can almost imagine a time before mini-skirts
and Beer Chang happy hours. You can walk to the top of the hill from the southern end of Walking St,
passing a small Chinese shrine en route.


http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9143704333406,100.868651976135&z=15&t=m

h

Hat Jomtien 1 g g




Hat Jomtien

© Sleeping
1 Rabbit Resort A1l
2 RS Seaside B3

3 Summer Beach Inn B3

% Eating
4Sam's Mexican & American GrillA1l

Fairtex Sports Club FITNESS, MOO-AY TAI
Offline map Google ma
(11 0 3825 3888; www.fairtex-muaythai.com; 179/185-212 Th Pattaya Neua; per session 800B) Burned-
out professionals, martial arts fans and adventurous athletes flock to this resort-style sports camp for
moo-ay tai (Thai boxing; also spelt muay thai ) training and a sweat-inducing vacation. Daily sessions
include pad work, sparring and clinching, exercise drills and body sculpting work. There are also
occasional brushes with fame: domestically famous moo-ay tai champions and international mixed martial
arts fighters also train here.

Fairtex has been training moo-ay tai fighters for 40 years. In 2005, the company opened this sports club
to provide Western-style comfort for international visitors interested in fighting and fitness courses.
Accommodation packages are available and use of the club’s pool and other sports facilities are included.

Flight of the Gibbon OUTDOOR ADVENTURE

(|1 08 9970 5511; www.treetopasia.com; tours from 3000B) This zip-line course extends 3km with 26
platforms through the forest canopy of Khao Kheeo Open Safari in Chonburi, 50 minutes from Pattaya. It
is an all-day tour with additional add-on activities, like a jungle obstacle course and a visit to the
neighbouring animal zoo. Children 1m tall can do the zip-line independently while younger, shorter kids
canride tandem with an adult.

CHARITY SQUAD

A natural counterpoint to the city’s prominent debauchery is the city’s solid network of charitable
organisations. Among the many benevolent servants in Pattaya, Father Ray Brennan, an American
priest with the Redemptorist Order who died in 2003, established a lasting and inspiring legacy that
today includes six charitable programs under the umbrella of the Redemptorist Foundation. He also
founded the Pattaya Orphanage and School for the Deaf, both of which are now operated by the
Catholic diocese. All of them succeed thanks to the generosity of benefactors and volunteers.

Pattaya Orphanage (! 0 3842 3468; www.thepattayaorphanage.org; Th Sukhumvit, North
Pattaya) was founded in the 1970s when Father Ray was given a baby by a parishioner who could
not care for the child. This first child led to many more as word spread that the priest could care for
the unintended consequences of the US military presence in the area during the Vietham War. Today
the orphanage cares for children orphaned by modern misfortunes (poverty, drug abuse, HIV/AIDS)
and helps find adoptive parents. Those interested in helping the orphanage can sponsor a meal,
donate useful items and volunteer for an extended period of time.


http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9513371742258,100.891633153548&z=15&t=m
http://www.fairtex-muaythai.com
http://www.treetopasia.com
http://www.thepattayaorphanage.org

Redemptorist Foundation (volunteer@fr-ray.org) operates schools for the blind and disabled and
a home and drop-in centre for street children, many of whom may be involved in Pattaya’s child-sex
industry. The foundation also runs a day-care centre for children of labourers who would otherwise
accompany their parents to dangerous work sites. Volunteers rotate through the different centres,
teaching English, playing with the children and leading art projects. A six-month commitment is
required; contact the foundation for a volunteer handbook that outlines the application process.

If you don’t have the time to commit to volunteering, at least stop by Thais 4 Life Offline map
Google map (www.thais4life.com; Soi Yen Sabai Condotel, Th Phra Tamnak; ' noon-6pm Mon-
Sat) , a charity bookstore whose proceeds go to medical treatments for destitute patients, orphanages
and school uniform scholarships.

*
%3 FESTIVALS

Pattaya International Music Festival MUSIC

In mid-March, Pattaya’s oceanfront esplanade is transformed into an outdoor concert venue running for
three days of live music. In 2011, bands from Korea, Japan, Malaysia and Laos topped the billing along
with Thai favourites such as Modern Dog and Tattoo Colour.

= SLEEPING

If you’re an ‘alternative’ Pattaya tourist (meaning you aren’t a sex tourist or a package tourist), then you
should avoid staying in central Pattaya and opt instead for Naklua, Jomtien or parts of Pattaya Neua. Even
if you have no desire to visit Pattaya, you might consider an overnight here if you're transiting to
Suvarnabhumi International Airport, 110km away, and don’t want to layover in Bangkok.

RS Seaside HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 3823 1867; www.rs-seaside.com; Th Hat Jomtien; r from 650B; #/2/ ) With small rooms and nice
desk staff, RS is a good-value spot in the package-tour part of town. Two breakfasts are included in the
room rate.

Summer Beach Inn HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 3823 1777; Th Hat Jomtien; r 650-1500B; #/@! ) Clean, comfortable rooms come with most of the
modern conveniences in a high-rise hotel far from Pattaya’s vice.

Rabbit Resort HOTEL $$$

Offline map Google map

( <1 0 3825 1730; www.rabbitresort.com; Hat Dongtan; r from 4000B; [#/@/2 ) Rabbit Resort has
stunning bungalows and villas set in beachfront forest hidden between Jomtien and Pattaya Tai.
Furnishings showcase Thai design and art and bathrooms are especially stylish with accents of river stone
and granite. It is a lovely escape from Pattaya.



http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9225615276173,100.873707407915&z=15&t=m
http://www.thais4life.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.8765659711797,100.88604311813&z=15&t=m
http://www.rs-seaside.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.8790479900775,100.884634447504&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9055790777865,100.861294664728&z=15&t=m
http://www.rabbitresort.com

|.£> Birds & Bees Resort HOTEL $$$

( 11 0 3825 0556; www.cabbagesandcondoms.co.th; Soi 4, Th Phra Tamnak; r from 4500B; #@/ )
Retreat into a tropical garden resort bisected by meandering paths and decorated with tongue-in-cheek
artwork. Resident rabbits crouch behind the shrubs and kids splash in the pool until they wrinkle like
prunes. There’s a semi-private beach and an incongruous wholesomeness for a resort affiliated with PDA,
the Thai NGO responsible for the country’s successful adoption of condom-use and family-planning
services.

Garden Lodge Hotel HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(11 0 3842 9109; cnr Soi 20 & Th Naklua; r 950-1450B; #/2/ ) Quality rooms with balconies occupy a
landscaped garden and shady swimming pool.

Woodlands Resort HOTEL $3$

Offline map Google map

(1210 3842 1707; www.woodland-resort.com; cnr Soi 22, 164/1 Th Naklua; r from 3700B; # @/ ) A
surprisingly affordable resort, Woodlands Resort is low-key and professional with a tropical garden and
two swimming pools, one with a ‘beach’ entry for young swimmers. The rooms are light and airy with
teak furniture.

&
X EaTiNG
It is a tourist town and there are a lot of overpriced, mediocre restaurants so lower your standards. Most
menus are bilingual (usually English and Russian).

|.£> Mum Aroi THAI $$

( I 0 3822 3252; 83/4 Soi 4, Th Naklua; dishes 180-240B; = dinner) ‘Delicious corner’ is a
contemporary glass-and-concrete restaurant perched beside the sea in the fishing village end of Naklua.
Old fishing boats sit marooned offshore and crisp ocean breezes envelope diners as they greedily devour
fantastic Thai food. Try som-dam ‘boo (spicy papaya salad with crab) and hlah meuk néung ma-now
(squid steamed in lime juice). You’ll need to charter a baht bus to get here (one way 100B).

Central Festival Food Hall & Park INTERNATIONAL $

Offline map Google map

( Th Pattaya Sai 2; dishes from 60B; ' lunch & dinner) The glitziest place to eat a plate of pat tai is in
this new Bangkok-style shopping mall.

Sam’s Mexican & American Grill MEXICAN-AMERICAN $$

(11 08 6142 8408; 472/9 Th Tha Phraya, Jomtien Plaza; dishes 80-200B; = closed Sun) When it comes
to expat cuisine, Thailand does not excel in Mexican food even though there is a common love of chillies
and limes. But Sam’s gets the formula right and comes recommended by a displaced Los Angeleno.


http://www.cabbagesandcondoms.co.th
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9537298998548,100.888897402902&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9521945276454,100.887674413675&z=15&t=m
http://www.woodland-resort.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9472077954846,100.890964416108&z=15&t=m

Nang Nual THAI $$

Offline map Google ma

( |1 0 3842 8478; Walking St; dishes 100-200B; ' lunch & dinner) Pattaya’s most famous seafood
restaurant could be a major tourist trap but it keeps its prices affordable and the dishes are pleasant if not
spectacular. The outdoor deck gulps in a big view of the bay and you don’t have to use sign language to
talk to your waiter.

Mae Sai Tong THAI $

Offline map Google ma

( Th Pattaya Klang; dishes 50B) Next to the day market, this stand is famous for selling kow née-o
md-moo-ang (ripe mango with sticky rice) all year round. Everyone else has to wait for the hot-dry season
to compete.

Leng Kee THAI-CHINESE $

Offline map Google ma

( Th Pattaya Klang; dishes 50-80B; = lunch & dinner) Like Bangkok and other coastal Thai towns,
Pattaya has a thriving Chinatown operated by second- and third-generation families who expertly balance
their Thai and Chinese heritage. This basic restaurant is a popular lunch stop for duck over rice, but is
city-renowned during Chinese New Year when the menu goes vegetarian and includes the festival’s
golden good-luck noodles.

I.a Baguette BAKERY $

Offline map Google ma

( <1 0 3842 1707; 164/1 Th Naklua; dishes from 120B; ™ breakfast, lunch & dinner) Part of the
Woodlands Resort, this sleek cafe has yummy pastries, espresso, and even better crepes. You can also
link into its wi-fi network.

Mantra INTERNATIONAL $$$

Offline map Google ma

(|1 0 3842 9591; Th Hat Pattaya; dishes 240-800B; = dinner Mon-Sat, brunch & dinner Sun) Industrial
cool, Mantra is fun even if you can only afford a classy cocktail. The bar is swathed in raw silk and the
expansive dining room is cloaked in dark wood. The menu combines Japanese, Thai and Indian flavours,
and everyone comes here for Sunday brunch.

Ban Amphur THAI $

(dishes from 100B; ' lunch & dinner) This fishing village 15km south of Pattaya is a dinner destination
for Thais. A half-dozen seafood restaurants line the beach road and some are so large the waiters use
walkie-talkies. Pick one that doesn’t seem lonely or overwhelmed and order all the seafood specialities.
You’ll have to hire transport to get here.

? DRINKING

Despite the profusion of noisy, identikit beer bars, there are still some good places for a no-strings-
attached drink.


http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9268051411797,100.872995276828&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9370177074321,100.887664413128&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9354559607493,100.887440149004&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9519267018537,100.887902512685&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9494849672209,100.886207794902&z=15&t=m

Hopf Brew House BAR

Offline map Google map
(11 0 3871 0650; Th Hat Pattaya) Moodily authentic in dark wood, the Hopf Brew House is a haven for

middle-aged beer aficionados. Beers and pizza are brewed and wood-fired on-site.

Gulliver’s BAR

Offline map Google map
(11 0 3871 0641; Th Hat Pattaya) The neo-colonial facade belies the laid-back sports-bar inside.

Green Bottle BAR

Offline map Google map
(|10 3842 9675; 216/6-20 Th Pattaya 2) Cheap beer and lots of cheer can be found at dressed-down

Green Bottle, which has been filling glasses since 1988.

ﬁ ENTERTAINMENT
Aside from the sex scene, Pattaya does have a youthful club scene centred on Walking St, a semi-
pedestrian area with bars and clubs for every predilection.

Lima Lima NIGHTCLUB

Offline map Google map
( Walking St) International DJ scene and a mix of Russian and Western tourists, locals and expats.

Differ NNGHTCLUB

Offline map Google map
( Soi Phettrakun) Popular with weekending Bangkokians, this dance club’s slogan is ‘feel fun, feel differ’.

It’s across from Big C.

Blues Factory LIVE MUSIC

Offline map Google map
( 11 0 3830 0180; www.thebluesfactorypattaya.com; Soi Lucky Star, Walking St) This is Pattaya’s best

venue for no-nonsense live music.

Tiffany’s THEATRE

Offline map Google map

(|1 08 4362 8257; www.tiffany-show.co.th; 464 Th Pattaya 2; admission 500-800B; = 6pm, 7.30pm &
9pm) Established in 1974, Pattaya probably invented the transvestite cabaret, a show tune-style spectacle
of sequins, satin and sentimental songs.

O INFORMATION

Dangers & Annoyances
So many people are so drunk in this town that all sorts of mayhem ensues (fighting, pickpocketing and


http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9308371812179,100.879110580104&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9465186775724,100.88530618764&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9314055634673,100.884146104804&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9244988899931,100.870002954124&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9479972931828,100.892280951274&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.925452643533,100.871918802057&z=15&t=m
http://www.thebluesfactorypattaya.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.9489881397844,100.888077821921&z=15&t=m
http://www.tiffany-show.co.th

reckless driving) after dark. Try to have your wits about you and exit any volatile situation as quickly as
possible.

Emergency
Tourist police ( [ZI emergency 1155) The head office is beside the Tourism Authority of Thailand office
on Th Phra Tamnak with police boxes along Pattaya and Jomtien beaches.

Internet Access
There are internet places throughout the city and most hotels offer wi-fi or internet terminals.

Media

Explore Pattaya, a free fortnightly magazine, contains information on events, attractions and hotel and
restaurant listings. What’s On Pattaya is a similar monthly publication. Pattaya Mail
(www.pattayamail.com) is the city’s English-language  weekly. Pattaya 24  Seven
(www.pattaya24seven.com) is an online guide to the city.

Medical Services
Bangkok Pattaya Hospital ( [/ 0 3842 9999; www.bph.co.th; 301 Th Sukhumvit, Naklua; = 24hr) For
first-class health care.

Money
There are banks and ATMs conveniently located throughout the city.

Post
Post office ( Soi 13/2, Th Pattaya Sai 2)

Tourist Information
Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT; Click here ; | 0 3842 8750; 609 Th Phra Tamnak; &~ 8.30am-
4.30pm) Located at the northwestern edge of Rama IX Park. The helpful staff have brochures and maps.

O GETTING THERE & AWAY

Air

Pattaya’s airport is U-Taphao International Airport, located 33km south of town; it is an old military base
that now receives some commercial flights, especially charters. Bangkok Airways ( [ 0 3841 2382;
www.bangkokair.com; 179/85-212 Th Pattaya Sai 2) flies from here to Phuket (from 3000B) and Ko
Samui (3600B).

Boat

A new high-speed ferry service links Pattaya to Hua Hin (adult/child 1500/900B, 3% hours). Ferries
leave Pattaya at 8.30am three times a week in high season (two times in low season) and leave Hua Hin at
12.30pm on the same days. Contact Thai Living Ferry ( [/ 0 3836 4515; www.thailivingferry.com) for
bookings and info.

Bus

Pattaya’s main bus station is on Th Pattaya Neua. Buses serve the following destinations:
Bangkok’s Eastern (Ekamai) station (91B, 1% hours, frequently from 6am to 9pm)
Bangkok’s Northern (Mo Chit) station (105B, two hours, frequently from 6am to 9pm)


http://www.pattayamail.com
http://www.pattaya24seven.com
http://www.bph.co.th
http://www.bangkokair.com
http://www.thailivingferry.com

Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi (airport) station (124B, 1Y% hour, hourly 7am to 3pm)

Many 2nd-class provincial buses make stops along Th Sukhumvit (not the bus station); from here you can
flag down buses heading to Rayong (83B, 1'% hours) and Si Racha (65B, 30 minutes). You can also catch
a white sorng-tda-ou from the Naklua market to Si Racha (25B, 30 minutes).

Minibuses go to Ko Chang and Ko Samet for about 250B; travel agencies sell tickets and arrange pick-
ups.

Train

One train per day travels between Pattaya and Bangkok’s Hualamphong station (3rd class 31B, 3% hours).
It leaves Bangkok at 6.55am and returns at 2.20pm. Schedules for this service can change, so it’s wise to
check with the Pattaya train station ( /| 0 3842 9285) , off Th Sukhumvit just north of Th Hat Pattaya
Neua, before travelling.

O GETTING AROUND

Locally known as ‘baht buses’, sorng-tda-ou do a loop along the major roads; just hop on and pay 10B
when you get off. If you’re going all the way from Jomtien to Naklua you might have to change vehicles at
the dolphin roundabout in Pattaya Neua. You can also take a baht bus to the bus station from the dolphin

roundabout as well. If you’re going further afield, you can charter a baht bus; establish the price
beforehand.

Rayong & Ban Phe /

POP 106,737/16,717

You’re most likely to be in either of these towns as a transit link en route to Ko Samet. Rayong has
frequent bus connections to elsewhere and the little port of Ban Phe has ferry services to Ko Samet. Blue
sorng-tda-ou link the two towns (25B, 45 minutes, frequent departures).

22 SLEEPING

Rayong President Hotel GUEST HOUSE $

(1«1 0 3861 1307; Th Sukhumvit, Rayong; r from 550B; %/ ) From the bus station, cross to the other side
of Th Sukhumvit. The hotel is down a side street that starts next to the Siam Commercial Bank; look for
the sign.

Christie’s Guesthouse GUEST HOUSE $
(11 0 3865 1976; fax 0 3865 2103; 280/92 Soi 1, Ban Phe; r from 500B; [#! ) Christie’s is a comfortable
place near the pier if you need a room, meal or a book.

&

BYPASSING BANGKOK

An expanding network of bus and minivan services now connect the eastern seaboard with
Suvarnabhumi airport, meaning that you don’t have to transit through Bangkok upon a flight arrival or
departure. This is especially alluring to winter-weary visitors or newlyweds eager for a beach
retreat. With a little advance planning, Ko Samet is the closest prettiest beach to the airport and its
southeastern beaches are serene enough for honeymooners. From the airport bus terminal, check the



schedule for Rayong-bound buses and then catch a sorng-tda-ou to reach the ferry pier to Ko Samet.

0 GETTING THERE & AWAY

Buses from Rayong go to/from the following:

Bangkok’s Eastern (Ekamai) station (127B to 146B, three hours, hourly 6am to 9.30pm)

Bangkok’s Northern (Mo Chit) station (146B, four hours, hourly 6am to 7pm)

Bangkok’s Southern (Sai Tai Mai) station (150B, five hours, five daily departures)

Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi (airport) station (165B, 2%% hours, eight daily departures)

Chanthaburi (80B, 2% hours, frequent)

Buses from Ban Phe’s bus station (near Tha Thetsaban) go to/from Bangkok’s Eastern (Ekamai) station
(157B, four hours, hourly 6am to 6pm). Ban Phe also has frequent minivan services to the following
destinations:

Pattaya (250B, two hours, three daily departures)

Bangkok’s Victory Monument (250B, four hours, hourly 7am to 6pm)

Laem Ngop (350B, four to five hours, two daily departures) For boats to Ko Chang.

For information about boats to/from Ko Samet Click here .

Ko Samet

An island idyll, Ko Samet bobs in the sea with a whole lot of scenery: small sandy coves bathed by clear
aquamarine water. You’ll have to share all this prettiness with other beach lovers as it’s an easy weekend
escape from Bangkok as well as a major package-tour destination.

But considering its proximity and popularity, Ko Samet is surprisingly underdeveloped with a thick
jungle interior crouching beside the low-rise hotels. Most beachfront buildings adhere to the government
set-back regulations and are discreetly tucked behind the tree line. There are no high-rises or traffic jams
(the interior road still isn’t paved) and most beach-hopping is done the old-fashioned way, by foot along
wooded trails skirting the coastline.

© SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES

On some islands, you beach-hop while on Ko Samet you cove-hop. The coastal footpath traverses rocky
headlands, cicada-serenaded forests and one stunning cove after another where the mood becomes
successively more mellow the further south you go.






Ko Samet

@ Sights

1 Prince & Mermaid StatuesC3
© Sleeping

2 Ao Nuan B3

3 Ao Pai Hut C3

4 Baan Puu Paan C1

5 Blue Sky B4

6 Candlelight Beach B5

7 Jep's Bungalows C3

8 Laem Yai Hut Resort D2
9 Lung Dam Apache B5

10 Pudsa Bungalow C3
11 Saikaew Villa C2

12 Samed Villa C3

13 Samet Ville Resort B6
14 Silver Sand C3

15 Tok's C3

16 Tonhard Bungalow B5
17 Tubtim ResortB3

18 Viking Holiday Resort B5
19Vongduern VillaB4

% Eating

20 Ban Ploy Samed C1

21 Baywatch Bar B4

Jep's Restaurant(see 7)

22 Rabeang Bar C2
Summer Restaurant(see 4)
© Drinking

23 Ao Prao Resort B2

24 Naga Bar C2

Silver Sand Bar (see 14)
Information

25 National Parks Main OfficeC?2
26National Parks OfficeB4
Transport

27Ferry Terminal C2
28S0rng-taa-ouu StopB4
Sorng-taa-ouu Stop(see 27)

Hat Sai Kaew BEACH
Starting in the island’s northeastern corner, Hat Sai Kaew, or ‘Diamond Sand’, is the island’s widest and
whitest stretch of sand and has all the hubbub you’d expect of a top-notch beach resort. With sunbathers,



sarong-sellers, anchored speedboats loading day-trippers, and restaurants galore — the people-watching
here is part of the appeal. At night the scene is equally rambunctious with late-night parties and karaoke
sessions.

At the southern end of Hat Sai Kaew are the prince and mermaid statues Offline map that memorialise
Samet’s literary role in Phra Aphaimani, the great Thai epic by Sunthorn Phu. The story follows the
travails of a prince exiled to an undersea kingdom ruled by a lovesick female giant (who has her own
lonely statue in Hat Puak Tian in Phetchaburi). A mermaid aids the prince in his escape to Ko Samet,
where he defeats the giant by playing a magic flute.

Ao Hin Khok & Ao Phai BEACHES

More subdued than their northern neighbour, Ao Hin Khok and Ao Phai are two gorgeous bays separated
by rocky headlands. The crowd here tends to be younger and more stylish than the down-to-earth crew in
Hat Sai Kaew and the parties are late-nighters. These two beaches are the traditional backpacker party
centres of the island.

Ao Phutsa (Ao Tub Tim) BEACH
Further still is wide and sandy Ao Phutsa (Ao Tub Tim), a favourite for solitude seekers, families and
couples who need access to ‘civilisation’ but not a lot of other stimulation.

Ao Wong Deuan BEACH
A smaller sister to Hat Sai Kaew, Ao Wong Deuan is a long, crescent-shaped bay packed with people,
mainly package tourists.

Ao Thian BEACH

Ao Thian (Candlelight Beach) is punctuated by big boulders that shelter small sandy spots creating a
castaway ambience. It is one of Samet’s most casual, easygoing beaches and is deliciously lonely on
weekdays. On weekends, Bangkok university students serenade the stars with all-night guitar sessions.

BEACH ADMISSION FEE

Ko Samet is part of a national park and charges all visitors an entrance fee (adult/child 200/100B)
upon arrival. The fee is collected at the National Parks office in Hat Sai Kaew; sorng-tda-ou from
the pier will stop at the gates for payment. Hold on to your ticket for later inspections.

Ao Wai BEACH
The cove ‘caboose’ is Ao Wali, a lovely beach far removed from everything else (in reality it is 1km from
Ao Thian).

Ao Prao BEACH
On the west coast, Ao Prao is worth a visit for a sundowner cocktail but the small beach is outsized by
the high-end resorts that promise (but don’t deliver) solitude.



G TOURS
Ko Samet, along with nine neighbouring islands, is part of the Khao Laem Ya/Mu Ko Samet National
Park. While there is some development on the other islands, most visitors come for day trips. Ko Kudee
has a small, pretty sandy stretch, clear water for decent snorkelling and a nice little hiking trail. Ko Man
Nai is home to the Rayong Turtle Conservation Centre , which is a breeding place for endangered sea
turtles and has a small visitor centre.

Agents for boat tours camp out on the popular beaches and have a couple of different boat trips on offer
(from 1500B).

A WORKING HOLIDAY

You can volunteer to work at Rayong’s Turtle Conservation Centre through Starfish Ventures
(www.starfishventures.co.uk; 4 weeks incl accommodation £800) . Activities include monitoring the
progress of the turtles, releasing young turtles into the ocean and explaining the project to tourists on
day trips from Ko Samet. Accommodation is in a fishing village, and every day you’ll go to work in
a speedboat across to Ko Man Mai. It’s pretty leisurely — you’ll be expected to work from 8am to
3pm or 4pm, four days a week — and in your downtime there are good beaches nearby to explore.

= SLEEPING
Though resorts are replacing bungalows, Ko Samet’s accommodation is still surprisingly simple and old-
fashioned compared to Thailand’s other beach resorts. Weekday rates don’t rank well on the value scale
(fan rooms start at 800B), but look incredibly attractive considering that weekend and holiday rates
increase by as much as 100%.

A word of caution to early risers: Hat Sai Kaew, Ao Hin Khok, Ao Phai and Ao Wong Deuan are the
most popular beaches and host well-amplified night-time parties.

HAT SAI KAEW

Laem Yai Hut Resort GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map
( [ 0 3864 4282; Hat Sai Kaew; r 800-1000B; [# ) A colourful collection of weather-worn huts are

camped out in a shady garden on the north end of the beach. The laid-back vibe creates an alternative
backpacker universe in a firmly rooted package-tour beach.

Saikaew Villa HOTEL $$

Offline map
(11 0 3864 4144, Hat Sai Kaew; r 800-2000B; %/ ) The closest option to the pier, Saikaew Villa has big

rooms or small rooms, fan or air-con and conjures up a holiday-camp atmosphere. Quality and privacy
varies with each room.

AO HIN KHOK & AO PHAI

Tok’s HOTEL $$%
Offline map


http://www.starfishventures.co.uk

(11 0 3864 4072; Ao Hin Khok; r 1500B; %!/ ) Snazzy villas climb up a landscaped hillside with plenty of
shade and flowering plants, making Tok’s a respectable midranger.

Jep’s Bungalows GUEST HOUSE $$

Offline map

(110 3864 4112; www.jepbungalow.com; Ao Hin Khok; r 500-1600B; #/@| ) Good old Jep’s still has
cheapie fan huts spread across a forested hillside, just like the old days (a mere five years ago). Air-
conditioned rooms are the same, just with cooler interior temps.

Ao Pai Hut GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map
( [ 0 3864 4075; Ao Hin Khok; r 600-1000B; % ) Same, same as Jep’s, this guest house has basic

wooden bungalows perched amid the trees.

Silver Sand HOTEL $$

Offline map

(1«1 0 3864 4300; www.silversandsamed.com; Ao Phai; r 1500-2200B; [#/@ ) Contemporary villas with
luscious beds and sleek bathrooms provide a needed slice of sophistication to simple Ko Samet. The
after-hours action in the Silver Sands bar can be disorderly and is popular with gay travellers.

Samed Villa HOTEL $$

Offline map
( 11 0 3864 4094; www.samedvilla.com; Ao Phai; r 1800-2500B; [# ) Handsome bungalows gaze at the

ocean or at a manicured garden and boast a lot of comfort without a lot of hassles.

AO PHUTSA & AO NUAN

|.m/ Tubtim Resort HOTEL $$

Offline map

( <1 0 3864 4025; www.tubtimresort.com; Ao Phutsa; r 800-2500B; #/@ ) Ranging from fan to fab,
Tubtim has a little of everything. More expensive bungalows are pretty and polished, while the cheapies
are spare but still within walking distance to the same dreamy beach.

Pudsa Bungalow GUEST HOUSE $$

Offline map
( 121 0 3864 4030; Ao Phutsa; r 700-1500B; # ) The nicer bungalows near the beach are trimmed with

driftwood, but sit beside the main footpath within earshot of late-night blathering. A good option if you
are doing the blathering.

Ao Nuan GUEST HOUSE $$
Offline map


http://www.jepbungalow.com
http://www.silversandsamed.com
http://www.samedvilla.com
http://www.tubtimresort.com

(r 700-2000B) The inventor of chillaxin’ on Ko Samet, quirky Ao Nuan has simple wooden bungalows
hidden among vegetation. Everyone cool enough to score a room here hangs out in the relaxed restaurant.

No phone means no reservations, so just walk on over; it is the only place to stay on a supremely secluded
beach.

AO WONG DEUAN & AO THIAN (CANDLELIGHT BEACH)

Ferries run between Ao Wong Deuan and Ban Phe (50B each way), with increased services at the
weekend.

To get to Ao Thian, catch a ferry to Ao Wong Deuan and walk south over the headland. It’s also a quick
walk from here to the west side of the island — look for the marked trail near Tonhard Bungalow.

Blue Sky GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map

( |1 08 1509 0547; r 600-1200B; %/ ) A rare budget spot on Ao Wong Deuan, Blue Sky has simple
bungalows set on a rocky headland. Though we love cheapies in all their simplicity, budgeters will get
better value on other beaches.

Candlelight Beach GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map
( [ 08 1762 9387; r 700-1200B; [# ) On the beach, these fan and air-con bungalows with sea-facing

porches have a natural, woody ambience.

Lung Dam Apache GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map
(11 08 1452 9472; r 800-1200B; [# ) Air-con bungalows sit right smack on the sand and the whole basic

collection favours the Thai-country aesthetic of recycled materials.

Tonhard Bungalow GUEST HOUSE $$

Offline map
(1«1 08 1435 8900; r 700-1500B; # ) On a wooded part of the beach, this place has bungalows that vary

from basic to less basic. But in return you get a friendly and relaxing setting.

Viking Holiday Resort HOTEL $$

Offline map
( [ 0 3864 4353; www.sametvikingresort.com; r 1200-2000B; [#/@ ) Ao Thian’s most ‘upscale’ spot
with large and comfortable rooms; there’s only nine of them so book ahead.

AO WAI
Ao Wai is about 1km from Ao Thian but can be reached from Ban Phe by chartered speedboat.

Samet Ville Resort HOTEL $$$

Offline map
(121 0 3865 1682; www.sametvilleresort.com; r incl breakfast 2000-5300B; % ) Under a forest canopy,


http://www.sametvikingresort.com
http://www.sametvilleresort.com

it’s a case of ‘spot the sky’ at the only resort on this secluded beach. It is an unpretentious sort of place
and a tad shabby for resort aficionados. But there is a huge range for all budgets and a great beach.

AO NOINA

Baan Puu Paan GUEST HOUSE $$

Offline map

(11 0 3864 4095; r 700-1200B; [#/@ ) This English- run spot has a breezy setting between the main road
and the sea, northwest of the Na Dan pier. If the rates were higher, this would be boutique with its cute
cottage colours and a few stand-alone huts squatting above the ocean. Bring a fat book — it’s a good place
to get away. You'll need private transport to come and go.

x EATING & DRINKING

Most hotels and guest houses have restaurants that moonlight as bars after sunset. The food and the service
won’t blow you away, but there aren’t many alternatives. Nightly beach barbecues are an island favourite
but try to pick one that looks professionally run — meaning that there is a steady stream of dishes being
served and people eating rather than looking bored.

On weekends Ko Samet is a boisterous night-owl with provincial tour groups crooning away on
karaoke machines or the young ones slurping down beer and buckets to a techno beat. The bar scene
changes depending on who is around but there is usually a crowd on Hat Sai Khao, Ao Hin Khok, Ao Phai
and Ao Wong Deuan.

Jep’s Restaurant INTERNATIONAL $$

Offline map
(Ao Hin Khok; dishes 60-150B; ' breakfast, lunch & dinner) Canopied by the branches of an arching tree

decorated with pendant lights, this pretty place does a little of everything right on the beach.

Summer Restaurant INTERNATIONAL $$$

Offline map

(Baan Puu Paan, Ao Noi Na; dishes 250-400B; = dinner) In a crisp setting overlooking the harbour,
Summer savours a globetrotters’ culinary scrapbook, from Indian-style chicken tikka to Cajun chicken
breasts.

Ban Ploy Samed THAI $$$

Offline map

(121 0 3864 4188; Ao Noi Na; dishes 300-600B; ' dinner) Better than having to haul in your meal, you
are hauled to this floating restaurant by a boat-and-pulley system. Fresh seafood dishes, especially the
whole steamed fish variety, await.

Rabeang Bar THAI $

Offline map
(Na Dan; dishes 50-100B; == breakfast, lunch & dinner) Right by the ferry terminal, this over-the-water

spot has good enough food to make you forget you have to leave the island.



Naga Bar BAR

Offline map

(Ao Hin Khok; drinks from 60B) The beachfront bar specialises in drinking games: coin tosses, moo-ay
tai bouts and whisky buckets to give you courage.

Silver Sand Bar BAR

Offline map

(Ao Phai; drinks from 60B) Silver Sands progresses (regresses?) from dinner to cocktail buckets and
dance floor gyrations and is a popular gay spot.

Baywatch Bar BAR

Offline map

(Ao Wong Deuan; drinks from 80B) There are a number of chill-out spaces for after-dark beach-gazing.
The cocktails are strong and it’s a fun evening crowd.

Ao Prao Resort BAR

Offline map

(Ao Prao; drinks from 80B) On the sunset-side of the island, this resort has a lovely sea-view restaurant
perfect for an evening sundowner. You’ll need to take private transport here.

O INFORMATION

There are several ATMs on Ko Samet, including near the Na Dan pier and Ao Wong Deuan.

Internet terminals or wi-fi are available at hotels on most beaches.

Ko Samet Health Centre ( [/ 0 3861 1123; & 8.30am-9pm Mon-Fri, 8.30am-4.30pm Sat & Sun) On the
main road between Na Dan and Hat Sai Kaew. On-call mobile numbers are posted for after-hours
emergencies.

National Parks main office Offline map (btwn Na Dan & Hat Sai Kaew) Has another office on Ao Wong
Deuan.

Police station ( [/ 1155) On the main road between Na Dan and Hat Sai Kaew. There’s a substation on
Ao Wong Deuan.

O GETTING THERE & AWAY

Ko Samet is accessible from the mainland piers in Ban Phe. There are dozens of piers in Ban Phe, each
used by different ferry companies, but they all charge the same fares (one way/return 50/100B, 40
minutes, hourly 8am to 4pm) and dock at Na Dan, the main pier on Ko Samet. Boats return to the mainland
with the same frequency.

If you're staying at Ao Wong Deuan or further south, catch a ferry from the mainland directly to the beach
(one way 50B, one hour, two daily departures).

When you buy your ticket on the mainland, you’ll get the hard sell for a speedboat trip (2500B for the
boat). The boat can hold 10 passengers (250B each) but it is never clear how long you have to wait for
that price. But it is always an option if you’re in a hurry; the boats go directly to your beach of choice.
Ticket agents on the mainland will also pressure you into pre-booking accommodation with a hefty
commission tacked on. You’ll be fine if you just show up on the island and start hunting for a room.

O GETTING AROUND



Ko Samet’s small size makes it a great place to explore on foot. A network of dirt roads connects most of
the western side of the island.

Green sorng-tda-ou meet arriving boats at the pier and provide drop-offs at the various beaches (20B to
80B, depending on the beach). If drivers don’t have enough people to fill the vehicle, they either won’t go
or they will charge passengers 200B to 500B to charter the whole vehicle.

You can rent motorcycles nearly everywhere along the northern half of the island. Expect to pay about
300B per day. The dirt roads are rough and hazardous, and larger vehicles can leave behind blinding dust
clouds. At any rate, make sure to test the brakes before you decide, and drive slowly around curves.

Chanthaburi

POP 99,819

Chanthaburi is proof that all that glitters is not gold. Here, gemstones do the sparkling, attracting
international traders, including Southeast Asians and Africans, dealing in sapphires, rubies, jade and
other coloured stones. Thanks to the gem trade and its multicultural history (French, Viethamese and
Chinese), the so-called ‘City of the Moon’ is surprisingly diverse for a typical Thai town and worth
visiting for an appreciation of the economic and religious sanctuary Thailand has long provided in the
region.

The old city (also known as the Chantaboon Waterfront community) is the best place to chart the course
of immigration and international involvement in the city. The Vietnamese began arriving in the 19th
century when Christian refugees escaped religious and political persecution in Cochin China (southern
Vietnam). A second wave of Viethamese refugees followed in the 1920s and 1940s, fleeing French rule,
and a third arrived after the 1975 communist takeover of southern Vietham. The French occupied
Chanthaburi from 1893 to 1905, while disputing with Siam over the borders of Indochina.

© SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES

|ﬁ

cHoice” Gem Market MARKET

Offline map

( ; Th Si Chan & Trok Kachang; = Fri, Sat & Sun) On weekends, the streets and side

streets near Th Si Chan (or ‘Gem Rd’) are overflowing with the banter and intrigue of the hard sell. It has
the feel of an average Thai market, incongruously humble considering the preciousness of the commodity.
People cluster around makeshift tables or even a trader’s outstretched palm, examining small piles of
unset stones. In the formal shops, hardnosed inspectors examine the gemstones under magnifying glasses
looking for quality and authenticity. This is strictly a spectator sport and not recommended for the
uninitiated, but it is a fascinating glimpse at a relatively private trade.

In the hills surrounding Chanthaburi, several sapphire and ruby mines once supplied the palace with
fine ornaments prior to the mid-19th century when the mines were developed into commercial operations
by Shan (Burmese) traders. These days, locally mined gems are of inferior international quality but the
resourceful Chanthaburi traders roam the globe acquiring precious and semi-precious stones, which are in
turn traded here to other globetrotters.

The last remaining mine in the area is Khao Phloi Waen , 6km from town, which is famous locally for
its ‘Mekong Whiskey’ yellow-coloured sapphire.
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1 Cathedral D2
2Gem ShopsC3

3 Learning House C2

© Sleeping

4 Kasemsarn Hotel C2

5 River Guest House C3
% Eating

6 Chanthorn Phochana C1
7 Muslim Restaurant C3
8 Seafood Noodle Shop C2
9 Sony Yadaw D3

© Drinking

10 Coffee Room B3

Chantaboon Waterfront Community HISTORICAL SITE

(Th Sukhaphiban) Along the banks of Mae Nam Chanthaburi is 1km stretch of old wooden shophouses that
are valiantly being promoted and preserved as a living history museum. It is an atmospheric stroll through
time and place with a uniquely Thai twist: food features more prominently than facts and figures.

Stop by the Learning House Offline map ( </ 08 1945 5761; =~ 9am-5pm) for an educational
introduction to the community. The 2nd floor displays historic photographs of daily life as well as
architectural drawings of the homes’ beautifully carved ventilation panels. Much of the community’s
immigrant past is revealed in these unique panels: there are carvings of Chinese characters and even
French fleurs-de-lis.

Farmers and merchants first settled on the fertile river banks some 300 years ago, establishing the area
as an agricultural trading post. Chinese traders and economic migrants sought refuge here, thus
diversifying the local population. Viethamese Catholics fled from religious persecution in their home
country. And before long the different groups had intermarried until everyone claimed a little bit of each.

Today, the older generation remains in the rickety old houses but through Khun Pratapan’s efforts, many
domestic tourists are coming for weekend outings to eat Chinese, Thai and Viethamese specialities and
listen to all the old stories.

LIVING WITH HISTORY

Pratapan Chatmalai is the community leader of the Chantaboon Waterfront Community Association.
She grew up here and fondly remembers the tight-knit community of culturally diverse people. Today
she works to save the stories and the character of the community.

What does your organisation do?

Now this community is a ‘grandma’ city. The old city is losing life and the young people have moved
away. [ want to keep the culture for the next generation to learn about and I’m trying to help the
people in the area have a good life. We run the Learning House so that people can come look at the
daily life of the past.

What do you recommend tourists see or do in the old city?

There is unique history and lifestyle of the past here. Come look at the cathedral, Chinese shrines and
old houses. Each house is different and mixes Thai, Chinese and Western styles. Eat at the local



restaurants. There are seafood noodles, old-style ice cream and dim sum. If you get tired, you can
have a massage in an old Thai-style house.
What is your favourite part of the old city?
I love the whole place because it is a living museum and I can walk along and talk to the people
about the past and make them happy.

As told to China Williams

Cathedral CHURCH

Offline map
(east bank of Mae Nam Chanthaburi; * daylight hours) This French-style cathedral, across a footbridge

from Th Sukhaphiban, is the town’s architectural highlight. A small missionary chapel was built here in
1711, when Viethamese Catholics and a French priest arrived. The original has undergone four
reconstructions between 1712 and 1906 and is now the largest building of its kind in Thailand.

King Taksin Park PARK
( ; Th Tha Chalaep; ' daylight hrs) The town’s
main oasis is filled with picnicking families and joggers. It’s a pleasant spot for an evening stroll.

1
%3 FESTIVALS

Fruit Festival FOOD
In the first week of June each year, Chanthaburi’s annual fruit festival is a good opportunity to sample the
region’s superb produce, especially rambutans, mangosteens and the ever-pungent durian.

= SLEEPING
Accommodation can get very busy. Try to book ahead, especially from Friday to Sunday when the gem
traders are in town.

River Guest House HOTEL $

Offline map

(1«1 0 3932 8211; 3/5-8 Th Si Chan; r 150-400B; #/@| ) Standard hotel boxes aren’t much to get excited
about, but this is as good as it gets in the budget range. The relaxed sitting area and friendly staff are a
plus. Try to score a room away from the highway.

Kasemsarn Hotel HOTEL $$

Offline map
( 11 0 3931 1100; www.kasemsarnhotel.net; Th Benchamarachutit 98/1; r 1200-1500B; [#/@ ) Good

enough for visiting Bangkokians, Kasemsarn has large modern rooms with generous weekday discounts.

X
s EATING & DRINKING

Seafood Noodle Shop THAI $


http://www.kasemsarnhotel.net

Offline map
(Th Sukhaphiban; dishes 25-50B: * lunch & dinner) The old city, along Mae Nam Chanthaburi, is where

you’ll find most sightseeing Thais eating this Chanthaburi variation of the basic rice-noodle theme; nearby
are other homemade snacks.

Sony Yadaw INDIAN $
Offline map

this hole-in-the-wall vegetarian restaurant for a home-away-from-home meal.

Chanthorn Phochana THAI-CHINESE $

Offline map
( <1 0 3931 2339; 102/5-8 Th Benchamarachutit; dishes 30-120B; ' breakfast, lunch & dinner) A

dazzling array of Thai-Chinese meals includes such specialities as stir-fried papaya and local mangosteen
wine. Try the Viethamese spring rolls, and buy a bag of local durian chips (tastier than you think) for your
next bus ride. It is totally packed on weekends.

Muslim Restaurant MUSLIM THAI $

Offline map
(<1 08 1353 5174; cnr Soi 4, Th Si Chan; dishes 25-50B; =~ 9.30am-9pm) This tiny place has excellent
paratha, biryani, curries and chai tea.

Coffee Room CAFE $

Offline map
(Th Tha Chalaep; drinks from 50B; = breakfast & lunch) Across from King Taksin Park, this urban-style

coffee shop is where upscale traders and visitors from Bangkok come to feel a little less provincial.

NATIONAL PARKS NEAR CHANTHABURI

Two small national parks are easily reached from Chanthaburi, and make good day trips. Both are
malarial, so take the usual precautions.

Khao Khitchakut National Park ( ;1410 3945 2074;
admission 200B; ' 8.30am-4.30pm) is 28km northeast of town. The cascade of Nam Tok Krathing
is the main attraction; though it is only worth a visit just after the rainy season.

To get to Khao Khitchakut, take a sorng-tda-ou from next to the post office, near the northern side
of the market in Chanthaburi (35B, 45 minutes). The sorng-tda-ou stops 1km from the park
headquarters on Rte 3249, from which point you’ll have to walk. Returning transport is a bit thin so
expect to wait or hitch.

Nam Tok Phlio National Park ( ;14103943 4528;
admission 200B; ~ 8.30am-4.30pm) , off Hwy 3, is 14km to the southeast of Chanthaburi and is
much more popular. A pleasant, 1km nature trail loops around the waterfalls, which writhe with soro
brook carp. To get to the park, catch a sorng-tda-ou from the northern side of the market in
Chanthaburi to the park entrance (40B, 30 minutes). You’ll get dropped off about 1km from the



entrance.
Accommodation is available at both parks; book with the park reservation system ( [/ 0 2562

0760; www.dnp.go.th) .

0 INFORMATION
Banks with change facilities and ATMs can be found across town.

Bank of Ayudhya (Th Khwang)
Chanthaburi Bangkok Hospital ( /| 0 3935 1467; Th Tha Luang; *~ 6am-9pm) Part of the Bangkok

group; handles emergencies.


http://www.dnp.go.th

O GETTING THERE & AROUND

Buses operate from Chanthaburi’s bus station to the following destinations:

Bangkok’s Eastern (Ekamai) station (187B, 3'% hours, hourly 6am to 11.30pm)

Bangkok’s Northern (Mo Chit) station (187B, four hours, two daily departures)

Trat (70B, 1% hours, every 1% hours 6.30am to 11.30pm)

Khorat (266B, hourly 6am to 6pm) Gateway to the northeast.

Sa Kaew (106B to 137B, hourly 6am to 10pm) Transfer point for buses to Aranya Prathet border
crossing.

Minivans leave from a stop near the market and go to Trat (80B) and Rayong (100B). For Ko Samet—
bound travellers, take the minivan directly to Ban Phe (120B).

Motorbike taxis around town cost 20B to 30B.

&

BORDER CROSSING: BAN PAKARD TO PSAR PRUHM

From this coastal corner of Thailand, there is a faster way to reach Cambodia’s Angkor Wat than
hustling northeast to the busy border crossing of Aranya Prathet.

Minivans ( < 08 1949 0455) leave from a stop across the river from River Guest House in
Chanthaburi to Ban Pakard/Pong Nam Ron (150B, 1% hours, three times daily). From there you can
cross the border with the usual formalities (a passport photo and US$20 visa fee), and catch a ride to
Pailin, which has transport to scenic Battambang; the next day catch the boat to Siem Reap.

Trat

POP 21,590

A major mainland transit point for Ko Chang and coastal Cambodia, Trat is underappreciated for its
provincial charms. The guest-house neighbourhood occupies an atmospheric wooden shophouse district
bisected by winding sois and filled with typical Thai street life: kids riding bikes, housewives running
errands, small businesses selling trinkets and necessities. Since your destination is still so far away, why
not stay a little longer and enjoy all the things you can’t get on the islands: fresh, affordable fruit; tasty
noodles; and tonnes of people-watching.
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© SIGHTS

Trat’s signature product is a medicinal herbal oil (known in Thai as ndm-man léu-ang ), touted as a
remedy for everything from arthritis to bug bites and available at local pharmacies. It’s produced by
resident Mae Ang-Ki (Somthawin Pasananon), using a secret pharmaceutical recipe that has been handed
down through her Chinese-Thai family for generations. It’s said if you leave Trat without a couple of
bottles of nam'man léu-ang, then you really haven’t been to Trat.

Another booming business in the city is swiftlet farming . Walk down Th Lak Meuang and you’ll soon
figure out that the top floors of a shophouse have been purposefully converted into a nesting site for a
flock of birds who produce the edible nests considered a delicacy among Chinese populations. Swiflets’
nests were quite rare (and expensive) because they were only harvested from precipitous sea caves by
trained, daring climbers. But in the 1990s, entrepreneurs figured out how to replicate the cave atmosphere
in multi-storey shophouses and the business has been a turn-key operation throughout Southeast Asia and
here in Trat. Now many municipalities are dealing with the noise pollution of these moneymakers; have a
listen for yourself.
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Trat

@ Sights

1 Day Market A1

2 Indoor Market A1

© Sleeping

3 Ban Jaidee Guest HouseB2
4 Garden Guest House A2

5 Pop Guest House A2

6 Residang Guest House A2
7 Rimklong A2

8 Sawadee A2

% Eating

9 Cool CornerA2

Day Market (see 1)

10 Kluarimklong Cafe A2

11Night MarketA1

© Drinking

12 Oscar Bar A2

© Shopping

13 Tratosphere Books A2

Transport

14 Family Tour (Minivans to Bangkok)A?2
15Minivans to ChanthaburiA1
16Sorngetaacou to bus station, Laem NgopA1l
17Sorngetaasou to Tha Centrepoint (Laem Ngop)A1l

Indoor Market MARKET

Offline map Google map

The indoor market sprawls east from Th Sukhumvit to Th Tat Mai and has a little bit of everything,
especially all the things that you forgot to pack. Without really noticing the difference you will stumble
upon the day market Offline map Google map , selling fresh fruit, vegetables and takeaway food.

22 SLEEPING

Trat has many budget hotels housed in traditional wooden houses on and around Th Thana Charoen.
You’ll find it hard to spend more even if you want to.

WORTH A TRIP

SCRATCHING THE BEACH ITCH

If you’re going through coastal withdrawal, the sliver of Trat Province that extends southeast
towards Cambodia is fringed by sandy beaches. One of the easiest beaches to reach is Hat Mai Rut
, roughly halfway between Trat and the border crossing of Hat Lek. Nearby is a traditional fishing


http://maps.google.com/?q=12.2435437269999,102.511668801002&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=8.06528780339701,98.9167705378324&z=15&t=m

village filled with colourful wooden boats and the sights and smells of a small-scale industry carried
on by generations of families. Mairood Resort ( [/ 08 414858; www.mairood-resort.com; Km 53; r
500-1000B; /@2 ) is a lovely spot to stay overnight and is run by an English-speaking Thai who
lived for many years in the US. After being abroad for so long, he is able to explain the unique
aspects of this area to foreigners. The resort has simple huts by the sea and in the mangroves.

You can get to Hat Mai Rut from the Trat bus station via Hat Lek—bound sorng-tda-ou . The resort
is 3km from the Km 53 highway marker.

|.E> Ban Jaidee Guest House GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

(10 3952 0678; 6 Th Chaimongkol; r 200B; [l ) In a charming neighbourhood, this relaxed traditional
wooden house has simple rooms with shared bathrooms (hot-water showers). Paintings and objets d’art
made by the artistically inclined owners decorate the common spaces. It’s very popular and booking
ahead is essential.

Residang Guest House GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

( <1 0 3953 0103; www.trat-guesthouse.com; 87/1-2 Th Thana Charoen; r 260-600B; #/% ) Thick
mattresses, hot-water showers, wi-fi — what more do you need? Fan rooms come with breezes and
balconies. The owners keep an extensive list of transport information.

Garden Guest House GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

( [ 0 3952 1018; 87/1 Th Sukhumvit; r 120-200B) A lovely grandmotherly type runs this guest house
festooned with flowers and the flotsam of Thai life. Of the eight rooms, only one has a private bathroom.

Rimklong HOTEL $$

Offline map Google map

(121 08 1861 7181; 194 Th Lak Meuang; r 800B; [ ) Trat’s first boutique hotel was under construction
when we visited; but everything looked promising for the espresso-sipping crowd.

Sawadee GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

(11 0 3951 2392; sawadee_trat@yahoo.com; 90 Th Lak Meuang; r 100-300B) In a converted shophouse,
this simple family-run place has fan rooms with shared bathroom.

Pop Guest House GUEST HOUSE $

Offline map Google map

( [ 0 3951 2392; 1/1 Th Thana Charoen; r 150-500B; [#/@ ) You’ll probably end up at Pop without
intending to since the owners are generous with their taxi commissions and aggressive in procuring
guests. The rooms are clean and cheap, but if you’re an idealistic consumer, promote competition.


http://www.mairood-resort.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.2426160645961,102.51336574045&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.2408281471004,102.513153298524&z=15&t=m
http://www.trat-guesthouse.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.2420908340216,102.51019948948&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.2417402714415,102.513173667582&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.2425175939999,102.511069646003&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.242116768371,102.51067433613&z=15&t=m

&
X EATING & DRINKING
Trat is all about market eating: head to the day market on Th Tat Mai for gah-faa bohrahn (ancient
coffee), the indoor market for lunchtime noodles and the night market for a stir-fried dinner.

|ﬁ/ C

.cHoice/” Cool Corner CAFE $

Offline map Google map

(11 08 4159 2030; 49-51 Th Thana Charoen; dishes 50-150B; = breakfast, lunch & dinner) Run by Khun
Morn, a modern Renaissance woman (writer, artist and traveller) from Bangkok, Cool Corner is an
anchor of Trat’s creative expats (both domestic and international) who moved to the city because of its
small size, proximity to Bangkok and easygoing way of life. The cafe has a degree of sophistication that
you don’t usually find in provincial towns and serves up a great vibe, phat (cool) beats and darn good
mango lassies.

Kluarimklong Cafe THAI $

Offline map Google map

(121 0 3952 4919; cnr Soi Rimklong & Th Thana Charoen; dishes 70-90B; = lunch & dinner) The
winning combination here is delicious Thai food served in modern air-conditioned surroundings. The
dishes are surprisingly affordable given the slick decor.

Oscar Bar BAR

Offline map Google map

(Th Thana Charoen) Trat’s artist and expat business owners can be found at this corner bar welcoming the
end of the work day.

ﬂ SHOPPING

Tratosphere Books BOOKSHOP

Offline map Google map

(23 Soi Rimklong; ~ 8am-10pm) A good place to browse for secondhand titles and Thai handicrafts.
Owner Serge is a fan and promoter of Trat and can point you to some unexplored corners.

O INFORMATION

Th Sukhumvit runs through town, though it’s often referred to as Th Ratanuson.

Bangkok Trat Hospital ( [/ 0 3953 2735; Th Sukhumvit; = 24hr) Best health care in the region. It’s
400m north of the town centre.

Krung Thai Bank (Th Sukhumvit) Has an ATM and currency-exchange facilities.

Police station ( [/ 1155; cnr Th Santisuk & Th Wiwatthana) A short walk from Trat’s centre.

Post office (Th Tha Reua Jang) East of Trat’s commercial centre.

Sawadee@Cafe Net ( </ 0 3952 0075; Th Lak Meuang; per min 1B; * 10am-10pm) Internet and Skype
are both available.

Telephone office (Th Tha Reua Jang) Near the post office.

Trat Map (www.Tratmap.com) An online directory of businesses and attractions in Trat.


http://maps.google.com/?q=12.2417458159097,102.512173244864&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.2413620350417,102.512718122567&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.2410023765828,102.5124706257&z=15&t=m
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.2418726207173,102.51266956596&z=15&t=m
http://www.Tratmap.com

0 GETTING THERE & AROUND

Air

The airport is 40km from town; a taxi to the airport from Trat town costs a ridiculous 500B. Bangkok
Airways ( [ Trat airport 0 3955 1654-5, in Bangkok 0 2265 5555; www.bangkokair.com) flies to the
following destinations:

Bangkok (one way from 2090B, three times daily)

Ko Samui (one way from 3390B, three times weekly) Via Bangkok.

Phuket (one way from 4090B, three times weekly) Via Bangkok.

Bus & Minivans

Trat’s bus station is outside of town and serves the following destinations:

Bangkok’s Eastern (Ekamai) station (248B, 4V hours, hourly 6am to 11.30pm)

Bangkok’s Northern (Mo Chit) station (248B, 5% hours, two morning departures)

Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi (airport) station (248B, four to 4% hours, five daily departures)
Chanthaburi (70B, 1'% hours, every 12 hours 6.30am to 11.30pm)

Hat Lek (120B to 150B, one hour) Minivans depart when full; morning departures are more frequent.
There are also many in-town options. Minivans to Chanthaburi (80B) leave when full from a stop on Th
Sukhumvit north of the indoor market. Family Tour Offline map Google map ( |/ 08 1996 2216; Th
Sukhumvit cnr Th Lak Meuang) runs minivans to Bangkok’s Victory Monument (300B, five hours, hourly
8am to 5pm) and continues on to Th Khao San (350B).

Local sorng-tda-ou leave from Th Sukhumvit near the market for the bus station (20B to 60B, depending
on number of passengers).

Boat

The piers that handle boat traffic to/from Ko Chang are located in Laem Ngop, about 30km southwest of
Trat.

There are three piers in Laem Ngop each used by different boat companies, but the most convenient
services are through Koh Chang Ferry (from Tha Thammachat) and Centrepoint Ferry (from Tha
Centrepoint). See Click here for price and departure details on these ferry services.

From Trat town, shared sorng-tda-ou leave from a stop on Th Sukhumvit to Laem Ngop’s Tha Centrepoint
(50B per person for six passengers, 45 minutes). To reach Tha Thammachat, inquire about pier transfers
when you buy your ticket or charter a sorng-tda-ou (60B per person for six people or 300B for the
vehicle). It should be the same charter price if you want to go directly from Trat’s bus station to the pier.
From Bangkok, you can catch a bus from Bangkok’s Eastern (Ekamai) station all the way to Tha
Centrepoint (250B, five hours, three morning departures). This route includes a stop at Suvarnabhumi
(airport) bus station as well as Trat’s bus station. In the reverse direction, buses have two afternoon
departures from Laem Ngop.

If you want to skip Ko Chang and head straight to the neighbouring islands (Ko Wai, Ko Mak and Ko Kut),
see those sections for mainland transport options.

BORDER CROSSING: HAT LEK TO KRONG KOH KONG
For coastal border crossers, the closest Thai-Cambodian crossing is at the Thai town of Hat Lek into

the Cambodian town of Krong Koh Kong. This crossing poises you for transit to Sihanoukville (via
Krong Koh Kong) or Ko Chang (via Trat).


http://www.bangkokair.com
http://maps.google.com/?q=12.2429328908148,102.510872607496&z=15&t=m

If you’re leaving Thailand, catch a minivan from Trat’s bus station to Hat Lek (120B to 150B) and
continue on to Cambodian immigration.

Cambodian tourist visas are available at the border for 1200B (though other borders charge only
US$20); payment is only accepted in baht at this border. If you try to debate the issue, be prepared
for an argument. Be sure to bring a passport photo and try to avoid some of the runner boys who want
to issue a health certificate or other ‘medical’ paperwork.

From the Cambodian border, take a private taxi (US$10) or moto (US$3) to Koh Kong where you
can catch onward transport to Sihaunokville (four hours, one or two departures per day) and Phonm
Penh (five hours, two or three departures till 11.30am). You can also use this border to renew your
Thai visa, but do note that visas at land borders have been shortened to 15 days. This border
crossing closes at 8pm.

Ko Chang

POP 7033

With steep, jungle-covered peaks erupting from the sea, picturesque Ko Chang (Elephant Island) retains
its remote and rugged spirit despite its current status as a package-tour resort akin to Phuket. The island’s
swathes of sand are girl-next-door pretty but not beauty-queen gorgeous. What it lacks in sand, it makes
up for in an unlikely combination: accessible wilderness with a thriving party scene. Convenient forays
into a verdant jungle or underwater coral gardens can be enthusiastically toasted at one of Lonely Beach’s
many beer and bucket parties.

A little more than a decade ago, Ko Chang didn’t have 24-hour electricity, was still considered
malarial, had few paved roads and fewer motorised vehicles. Today it is still a slog to get here, but there
is a constant migration of visitors: Russian package tourists, Cambodia-bound backpackers and beach-
hopping couples funnelling through to more remote islands in the Mu Ko Chang National Marine Park.
Along the populous west coast are virtual mini-cities with a standard of living that has noticeably
outpaced the island’s infrastructure, a common problem on many Thai islands: Ko Chang struggles to
provide decent sanitation and alternative means of transport to an ever-expanding nonresident population.

KO CHANG IN...

FOUR DAYS

Lay on the beach, roll over to the other side and repeat. Do this until you get sunburned or bored and
then rouse yourself out of the sun-induced stupor to explore the island. Do a day hike through the
jungle or view the island from aboard a kayak . Catch a s6rng-tda-ou to Bang Bao for lunch or an
early dinner and work off your meal with some souvenir shopping. The next day rent a motorbike and
explore the east coast .

ONE WEEK

Devote a few days to giving back to the island by volunteering at Koh Chang Animal Project or
Koh Chang Pony Rehabilitation Project . Migrate to the nearby islands of Ko Wai or Ko Kut for a
little island sightseeing.

© SIGHTS
Though Thailand’s second-largest island has accelerated into modernity with some understandable
growing pains, Ko Chang still has tropically hued seas, critter-filled jungles and a variety of water sports



for athletic beach bums.
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WEST COAST

The west coast has the island’s widest and sandiest beaches and the greatest amount of development.
Frequent public sorng-tda-ou make beach-hopping easy and affordable. It is a good idea to bring swim
shoes, especially for children, as many of the beaches are rocky in spots. These shallow, gentle seas are
great for inexperienced swimmers, but do be careful of riptides during the storms and the rainy season
(May to September).

Hat Sai Khao (White Sand Beach) BEACH

( ) The longest, most luxurious stole of sand on the island is packed with package-
tour hotels and serious sunbathers. Finding a blanket’s-worth of sand can be tough during the high season,
unless you wait until the hot hours of the afternoon or hike past KC Grande Resort towards the remarkably
low-key backpacker area in the far northern section of the beach. Along the main road, the village is busy,
loud and brash — but the extremities provide a convenient break.

Hat Kai Mook (Pearl Beach) BEACH

( ) The pearls here are large pebbles that pack the shore and culminate in fish-friendly
headlands. Swimming and sunbathing are out but there’s good snorkelling. The stylish restaurant Saffron
by the Sea is a scenic perch should you prefer to wet your palette instead.

&

ECO VS FUN: DON’T FEED THE ANIMALS

On many of the around-the-island boat tours, operators amaze their guests with a stop at a rocky cliff
to feed the wild monkeys. It seems innocent enough and even entertaining but there’s an unfortunate
consequence. The animals become dependent on this food source and when the boats don’t come as
often during the low season the young and vulnerable ones are ill-equipped to forage in the forest.

The same goes for the dive or boat trips that feed the fish leftover lunches or bread bought on the
pier specifically for this purpose. It is a fantastic way to show young children a school of brilliantly
coloured fish but the downside is that the fish forsake the coral reefs for an easier meal. Without the
fishes’ daily grooming efforts the coral is soon overgrown with algae and will eventually suffocate.
Sorry to ruin the fun.

Ao Khlong Prao BEACH

( ) A relaxed counterpoint to Hat Sai Khao’s energy, Khlong Prao’s beach is a
pretty sweep of sand pinned between hulking mountainous headlands and bisected by two estuaries. At
low tide, beachcombers stroll the rippled sand eyeing the critters left naked by the receding water.
Sprawling luxury resorts dominate Khlong Prao and the primary pastime is sunbathing at seaside pools
since high tide tends to gobble up most of the beach.

With hired transport, you can depart the beach for some waterfall-spotting. The island’s biggest is Nam
Tok Khlong Plu (park fee 200B; ' 8am-5pm) , a three-tiered cascade with a swimmable pool. It is
reached via a 600m jungle path and is most stunning just after the rainy season months and in the morning
before the crowds arrive.



Hat Kaibae BEACH

( ) A companion beach to Khlong Prao, Hat Kaibae is a great spot for families and thirty-
something couples. A slim strip of sand unfurls around an island-dotted bay far enough removed from the
package tour scene that you’ll feel self-righteously independent. There’s kayaking to the outlying island
and low tide provides hours of beachcombing.

Lonely Beach BEACH

The island’s backpacker hang-out is the five-o’clock shadow of beaches, a bit scruffy but ready for fun.
During the day, most sunbathers are baking off a hangover earned the night before when Lonely Beach
becomes the most social place on the island. The music is loud, the drinks are strong and the crowd is
youthful and carefree.

Ban Bang Bao VILLAGE

( ) Nearly at the end of the west coast road, Bang Bao is a former fishing community
built in the traditional fashion of interconnected piers. The villagers have swapped their nets for the
tourist trade by renting out portions of their homes to souvenir shops and restaurants. Though it isn’t a
traditional experience, the resulting commercialism is extremely Thai, much like a mainland market with
every possible space dedicated to selling something. Follow the pier all the way to the end and you’ll
find a big blue ocean and boats waiting to take you past the horizon. Most visitors come for a seafood
meal and some decide to stay overnight. Wrap up your visit before sunset as taxis become scarcer and
more expensive after dark.

Khlong Kloi BEACH

At the eastern end of Ao Bang Bao, Khlong Kloi is a sandy beach that feels a lot like a secret though there
are other people here and all the requisite amenities (beer, fruit, food, massage) and a few guest houses if
you want the place to yourself. You’ll need private transport to get out here.

NORTHERN INTERIOR

Ko Chang’s mountainous interior is predominately protected as a national park. The forest is lush and
alive with wildlife and threaded by silver-hued waterfalls. For information about hiking tours, Click here

).

&

NATIONAL PARK STATUS

Parts of Ko Chang are protected and maintained as a national park. Though their conservation efforts
are a bit amorphic, you will be required to pay a 200B park entrance fee when visiting some of the
waterfalls (entrance fees are stated in the reviews and payable at the site). National Park
headquarters ([ 0 3955 5080; Ban Than Mayom; ' 8am-5pm) is on the eastern side of the island
near Nam Tok Than Mayom.

Do also be aware that nudity and topless sunbathing are forbidden by law in Mu Ko Chang
National Marine Park; this includes all beaches on Ko Chang, Ko Kut, Ko Mak etc.




Ban Kwan Chang ELEPHANT CAMP

( ; 11 08 1919 3995; changtone@yahoo.com; ' 8.30am-5pm) In a beautiful forested
setting, this camp offers a quiet and intimate experience with its nine resident elephants. A one-hour visit
(900B) involves feeding, bathing and riding an elephant and hotel transfer is included. Be sure to wear
mozzie spray.

Pittaya Homkrailas is the camp owner and a well-regarded conservation enthusiast who works to
preserve a humane relationship between the elephant and mahout. His interest in environmental and
community issues also includes efforts to preserve the southeastern mangroves in Ao Salak Kok on the
island’s east coast.

EAST COAST

The east coast is still peaceful and undeveloped, mainly undulating hills of coconut and palm trees and
low-key fishing villages that have resisted the resort rush of the west coast. You’ll need private transport
to explore this lost coast of scenic bays and mangrove forests.

Nam Tok Than Mayom WATERFALL

( ; park fee 200B; = 8am-5pm) A series of three falls along the stream of Khlong
Mayom can be reached via the park office near Tha Than Mayom. The view from the top is superb and
nearby there are inscribed stones bearing the initials of Rama V, Rama VI and Rama VIL

Ao Salak Kok MANGROVE BAY

( ) From a hotel developers’ perspective, this thick tangle of mangroves is an
unprofitable wasteland. But the local population of fisherfolk recognises that its beauty and profit is in its
environmental fertility. Mangroves are the ocean’s nurseries, fostering the next generation of marine
species as well as resident birds and crustaceans.

Thanks to its natural state, the bay is now Ko Chang’s leading example of ecotourism. Villagers,
working in conjunction with Khun Pittaya, of Ban Kwan Chang elephant park, operate an award-winning
program to preserve the environment and the traditional way of life. They rent kayaks through the Salak
Kok Kayak Station and run an affiliated restaurant.

Ban Salak Phet VILLAGE

( ) In the southeast pocket of the island is Ban Salak Phet, a surprisingly bustling
Thai community of fisherfolk and merchants plus lots of bike-riding kids and yawning dogs. This is what
most of Ko Chang looked like less than a generation ago. Just beyond the commercial heart of the village
is Ao Salak Phet , a beautiful blue bay serenely guarded by humpbacked islands. Most visitors come for
the seafood restaurants or to cruise the lonely byways for a secluded beach.

Nam Tok Khiri Phet WATERFALL

( ) This small waterfall, 2km from Ban Salak Phet, is a 15-minute walk from the road
and rewards you with a small, deep plunge pool. It’s usually quieter than many of the larger falls and is
easily reached if you’re in the neighbourhood of Ao Salak Phet.

X ACTIVITIES



Kayaking

Ko Chang cuts an impressive and heroic profile when viewed from the sea aboard a kayak. The water is
generally calm and offshore islands provide a paddling destination that is closer than the horizon. Most
hotels rent open-top kayaks (from 300B per day) that are convenient for near-shore outings and
noncommittal kayakers.

KayakChang KAYAKING

(1108 7673 1923; www.kayakchang.com; Amari Emerald Cove Resort, Khlong Prao) For more serious
paddlers, KayakChang rents high-end, closed-top kayaks (from 1000B per day) that handle better and
travel faster. They also lead one- and multi-day trips to other islands in the archipelago.

Salak Kok Kayak Station KAYAKING

( 11 08 1919 3995; kayak rentals per hr 100B) On the east side of the island, explore the island’s
mangrove swamps of Ao Salak Kok while supporting an award-winning eco-tour program. Salak Kok
Kayak Station rents self-guided kayaks and is a village-work project designed to promote tourism without
deteriorating the traditional way of life. The kayak station can also help arrange village homestays and
hiking tours.

L DONTMIsS _J

DIVING & SNORKELLING

The dive sites near Ko Chang offer a variety of coral, fish and beginner-friendly shallow waters on
par with other Gulf of Thailand dive sites.

The seamounts off the southern tip of the island within the Ko Chang marine park are reached
within a 30-minute cruise. Popular spots include Hin Luk Bat and Hin Rap , rocky, coral-encrusted
seamounts with depths of around 18m to 20m. These are havens for schooling fish and some turtles.

By far the most pristine diving in the area is around Ko Rang , an uninhabited island protected
from fishing by its marine park status. Visibility here is much better than near Ko Chang and averages
between 10m and 20m. Everyone’s favourite dive is Hin Gadeng , spectacular rock pinnacles with
coral visible to around 28m. On the eastern side of Ko Rang, Hin Kuak Maa (also known as Three
Finger Reef) is another top dive and is home to a coral-encrusted wall sloping from 2m to 14m and
attracting swarms of marine life.

Ko Yak , Ko Tong Lang and Ko Laun are shallow dives perfect for both beginners and advanced
divers. These small rocky islands can be circumnavigated and have lots of coral, schooling fish,
puffer fish, morays, barracuda, rays and the occasional turtle.

Reef-fringed Ko Wai features a good variety of colourful hard and soft corals and is great for
snorkelling. It is a popular day-tripping island but has simple overnight accommodation for more
alone time with the reef.

Dive operators estimate that about 30% of the area’s coral reefs were destroyed during the global
bleaching phenomenon of 2010. In response park officials closed some areas of the Ko Rang marine
park; ask the dive operators which sites are open.

Diving trips typically cost around 2800B to 3500B. PADI Open Water certification costs 14,500B
per person. Recently dive shops remain open during the rainy season (June to September) but
visibility and sea conditions can be poor. The following are recommend dive operators:

» BB Divers ( [Z] 0 3955 8040; www.bbdivers.com) Based at Bang Bao with branches in Lonely



http://www.kayakchang.com
http://www.bbdivers.com

Beach, Khlong Prao and Hat Sai Khao.
» Scuba Zone (£ 0 3961 9035; www.scuba-kohchang.com) Based at Hat Sai Khao; the instructors
come highly recommended.

Hiking

Ko Chang is unusual in Thailand for having a well-developed trekking scene. The island is blessed with
lush forests filled with birds, monkeys, lizards and beautiful flowers. Best of all there are a handful of
guides who speak English that know and love the forest so that it can be shared with tourists.

Mr Tan from Evolution Tour ( [/ 0 3955 7078; www.evolutiontour.com) or Lek from Jungle Way ( [
08 9247 3161; www.jungleway.com) lead one-day treks (800B to 1400B) through Khlong Son Valley.
The trip works up a sweat and then rewards the work with a waterfall swim and a stop at the Ban Kwan
Chang elephant camp. Multi-day trips can be arranged through both. Mr Tan also has family-friendly treks
and a hike that heads west from Khlong Son to Hat Sai Khao.

Koh Chang Trekking HIKING, BIRD-WATCHING

( [ZI 08 1588 3324; www.kohchangtrekking.info) Bird-watchers should contact Koh Chang Trekking
which runs one- and two-day trips (1000B to 2000B) into the national park and hikes to the top of Khao
Chom Prasat, two nearby rocky tipped peaks.

Salak Phet Kayak Station HIKING

( 121 08 7834 9489; from 1500B) Guides overnight treks on Khao Salak Phet, Ko Chang’s highest peak,
which rises 744km into the heavens and provides a sunrise and sunset view. Though the altitude might be
modest, this is one of the few places in Thailand where you can combine such serious exertion with a
coastal landscape; you can choose to sleep in a tent or under the stars.

Volunteering

Koh Chang Animal Project VOLUNTEERING

( 11 08 9042 2347; www.kohchanganimalproject.org; Ban Khlong Son) Abused, injured or abandoned
animals receive medical care and refuge at this nonprofit centre, established in 2002 by American Lisa
McAlonie. The centre also works with local people on spaying, neutering and general veterinarian
services, and Lisa is well-known on the island by concerned pet owners and flea-ridden dogs. Volunteers,
especially travelling vets and vet nurses, are welcome to donate a bit of TLC and elbow grease for the
cause. Call to make an appointment. Most sorng-tda-ou drivers know how to get here; tell them you’re
going to ‘Ban Lisa’ (Lisa’s House) in Khlong Son.

Koh Chang Pony Rehabilitation Project VOLUNTEERING

(11 08 9723 4278; ponyproject.org; Ban Khlong Son) On the same street as Ban Lisa, this centre works to
rescue and rehabilitate abused and neglected equines. Volunteers can help feed, clean and exercise the
ponies and horses that are recovering from injuries or awaiting adoption in caring environments.

F COURSES
Break up your lazy days with classes designed to enhance mind and body. Khlong Prao hosts two well-
regarded culinary schools. Cooking classes at both are typically four to five hours, include a market tour


http://www.scuba-kohchang.com
http://www.evolutiontour.com
http://www.jungleway.com
http://www.kohchangtrekking.info
http://www.kohchanganimalproject.org
http://ponyproject.org

and cost 1200B per person; book ahead.

Koh Chang Thai Cookery School COOKING
( [ 0 3955 7243; Blue Lagoon Bungalows, Khlong Prao) Slices, dices and sautés in a shady open-air
kitchen beside the estuary.

KaTi COOKING
( |1 0 3955 7252; main road, Khlong Prao) Across from Tropicana Resort, is run by a mother and
daughter team teaching family recipes.

Baan Zen YOGA, MEDITATION

(11 08 6530 9354; www.baanzen.com; Khlong Prao; classes from 5500B) Hidden down an unpaved road
between Noren Resort and Coco Massage in Khlong Prao. It is a peaceful and relaxing setting for classes
in yoga, reiki and meditation.

Sima Massage MASSAGE

(11 08 1489 5171; main road, Khlong Prao; massage per hr 250B; ~ 8am-10pm) Across from Tropicana
Resort, and regarded by locals as the best massage on the island — quite an accolade in a place where a
massage is easier to find than a 7-Eleven.

Bailan Herbal Sauna SAUNA

(11 08 6252 4744; Ban Bailan, across from Bailan Inn; = 4-9pm) Sweating on purpose might seem like a
free and unintended consequence of tropical living but, just south of Lonely Beach, Bailan continues an
old-fashioned Southeast Asian tradition of the village sauna. Set amid lush greenery, the earthen huts are
heated with a health- promoting stew of herbs. There’s also massage, facial treatments and a post-steam
juice bar.

= SLEEPING
Ko Chang’s package-tour industry has distorted accommodation pricing. In general rates have risen while
quality has not, partly because hotels catering to group tours are guaranteed occupancy and don’t have to
maintain standards to woo repeat visitors or walk-ins. There is also a lot of copy-cat pricing giving
value-oriented visitors little to choose from.

A few places close down during the wet season (April to October) and rates drop precipitously.
Consider booking ahead and shopping for online discounts during peak season (November to March),
weekends and holidays.

WEST COAST

On the west coast, Lonely Beach is still the best budget option, Hat Kai Bae is the best-value option and
Hat Sai Khao is the most overpriced.

HAT SAI KHAO
The island’s prettiest beach is also its most expensive. The northern and southern extremities have some
budget and midrange options worth considering if you need proximity to the finest sand. There’s a groovy


http://www.baanzen.com

backpacker enclave north of KC Grande Resort accessible only via the beach. We’ve listed two here but
there are more further north.

At the southern end, you can find some good value budget and midrangers but this end of the beach is
rocky and lacking sand during high tide.

If you want to splash out, don’t do it on Hat Sai Khao where good money will be wasted.

Independent Bo’s GUEST HOUSE $

( 121 08 5283 5581; r 350-550B) A colourful place on the jungle hillside exuding a creative, hippie vibe
that Ko Chang used to be famous for. All bungalows are funky and different. The cheapest rooms are
‘way, way’ up in the jungle. First come, first served.

Rock Sand Beach Resort GUEST HOUSE $$

(11 08 4781 0550; www.rocksand-resort.com; r 550-2000B; # ) Just past Bo’s, Rock Sand takes budget
accommodation up a notch. Simple fan bungalows share bathrooms, while the highest-priced air-con
rooms look out over the sea. The restaurant is popular and hovers over the clear blue water.

Koh Chang Hut Hotel HOTEL $$

(11 08 1865 8123; r 600-1500B; [#/F ) Next to Plaloma Cliff Resort at the southern end of the beach, this
cliff-side hotel puts you within walking distance of the beach without spending a lot of baht. More
expensive oceanfront rooms drink in the view, while cheaper streetside rooms are noisier.

Keereeele HOTEL $$

( 121 0 3955 1285; www.keereeele.com; r 2000B; [#/F/2 ) An excess of ‘e’s in the name doesn’t detract
from the merits of this new multi-storey hotel on the interior side of the road. The rooms are modern and
comfortable and some have views of the verdant mountains behind. Beach access is 300m via sidewalks
so you don’t have to play chicken with traffic.

Sai Khao Inn GUEST HOUSE $$

( |10 3955 1584; www.saikhaoinn.com; r 800-1800B; # ) A garden setting on the interior side of the
road, Sai Khao Inn has a little bit of everything — bungalows, concrete bunkers, big rooms, even rooms for
taxi drivers (according to the brochure).

AO KHLONG PRAO

Ao Khlong Prao is dominated by high-end resorts and just a few budget spots peppered in between. There
is a handful of cheapies on the main road that are within walking distance to the beach, though traffic can
be treacherous and noisy.

Blue Lagoon Bungalows GUEST HOUSE $
( [ 08 6330 0094; r 600-1000B; [# ) An exceedingly friendly garden spot, Blue Lagoon has simple
wooden bungalows with private decks beside a peaceful estuary. A wooden walkway leads to the beach.

Tiger Huts GUEST HOUSE $


http://www.rocksand-resort.com
http://www.keereeele.com
http://www.saikhaoinn.com

([ 08 1762 3710; r 600B) The only thing that separates these wooden huts from labourer shanties is
indoor plumbing. They are low on comfort and hospitality, but high on location claiming the widest and
prettiest part of the beach. The neighbouring resorts must be very jealous.

Aana HOTEL $$$

(121 0 3955 1539; www.aanaresort.com; r from 7000B; #/@/2 ) Pr